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THE 

HI S TOR Y 

OlF THE 

Proceedings and Debates 

Of the FOURTH SESSION of the 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

OF THE 

Fourteenth Parliament of Great-Bntam ; 

appointed to be held at Weflminjier^ on Thurfday the iStb day tf 
November 1777- 

A S foon as the Commons were returned from the Lords, 
^^ and the Speaker had read the King^s fpeech, 

Lord Hyde moved, That an humble addrcfe be prefentej 
to his Majefty, &c. His Lordfliip prefaced his motion by. a 
panegyric on the prudence of government, the neceffity of 
the war, and the good conduct of our commanders, who, 
notwilhftanding fome infinuations thrown out lately in the 
public prints, deferved our utmoft confid-^nce, and amply 
juftified that hope which his Majefty as well as his Minifters 
placed in their future exertions. He faid, that x\\^ enfe red- 
dendum was not adopted until the views and adions of the 
Americans called loudly for the meafure; and that he doubted 
not but the prudence ^of government would feize every oppor- 
tunity to put a ftop to the effufion of blood, when the honour, 
the dignity, or the iatereft of the nation would admit of fuch 
a defirable effort. 

Sir Gilbert Elliot^ in feconding the motion, obferved, tha% 
though he had not the honour of a feat in the Hpufe when 
the -grand objetSls of theprefent unhappy war were under th» 
difcuffion of Parliament, yet he. was well aware that they 
had been already viewed on both fides of the Houfc in every 
light wherein they were capable of being feen. And, in- 
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2 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

deed, if they had not, it was perhaps now unneceflfary to dif- 
cuft tbenu The queftion was not now whether America 
WAS originally right or wrong ; but whether (he fhould or 
(hould not remain independent. And taking the cafe of the 
colonies as it now ftands, he was aftoni&ed that any man^ 
born and educated in Britain, could ftand up in that Houfe 
to exprefs a fentiment contrary to the fpirit of the meafures 
adopted by government, and conveyed to us in the language 
of his Majefty's mod gracious fpeech. He took occafion to 
introduce an obfervatipn on the prefent ftate of our trade and 
commerce ; averring, that, fo far from being diminiflied by 
the prefent conteft, as might reafonably be feared, they were 
ra^er increafed within the laft twelve months. He heard 
nothing of our artifans being unemployed in any branch of 
trade in the kingdom ; and, bating a little increafe of luxury, 
which, upon the whole, was rather a thriving fymptom, he 
believed the nation was in as flourifhing a condition as at any 
period in his memory. He, in explicit terms, ftigmatized 
thofe who were of an oppodte opinion, as a fet of people 
pervaded with the fpirit of fadlion. 

The Marquis of Granby lamented the confequences which 
muft fall upon this nation as well as upon the Americans 
from fo unnatural a war. He feemed to take an equal inte- 
reft in the calamities it muft bring upon both, and expreiTed 
the moft ardent wifli of employing the prefent moment to 
lay at leaft the ground-work of an accommodation. The 
powers of Great Britain had been exerted, during three fuc- 
ceflive campaigns, to obtain peace with that continent by the 
point of the fword^ and flattering himfelf that the prefent 
moment of uncertainty, with refped to the fuccefs of our 
arms, was a moft proper time for attempting to cSeSt it by ^ 
a meafure of cordiality, he begged leave to read an amend- 
ment which he (hould move to be inferted in the addrefs 
then pending before the Houfe. The fubftance of this 
amendment was, ^' to advife his Majefty to adopt fome mea- 
fures for accommodating the differences with America by 
treaty ; and, for the better e(Fe£luating fo defirable a purpofe, 
to agree to a cefT^tion of all hoftiiities; at the fame time to 
afTure his Majefty of the determination of his Commons to 
co-operate with him in every meafure that could contribute 
to the re-eftabli(hment of peace, and the drawing fuch 
lines as (hould afford fufficient fecurity to the terms of 
pacification*'^ 

Lord 
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hotd John Cdvendijh feconded the motion for the amend- 
ment; pointed out the inconfiftency of thofe fentiments of 
humanity in the King's fpeech, which the meafures of ad- 
minKlration fo openly contradidled. He faid, that, for an 
ideal revenue of five or fix hundred thoufand pounds, fifteen 
millions had. been already expended; that great profeflions 
had been made from the throne two years back, of what was 
to be done; but, infiead of finding them fulfilled, he per- 
ceived that falUre et effugere eft triumphus with the miniftry ; 
for that laft fummer our coafts fwarmed with the American 
privateers ; and how much their force was dreaded by go- 
vernment, he could prove, being himfelf an eyc-witnefs of 
the fortification of Dublin harbour, which had never been 
deemed neceflary before, even in a war with our natural and 

moft inveterate enemies : ^that, fo far from our fucceeding 

every campaign, in his opinion the preferit meafures ferved 
only to lead to an eternity of war ; that he could have no 
delight in the intelligence of the fuccefs of either force, as 
it muft.nacurailly be deftruSive of the deareft interefts of this 
country. His Lordfliip faid, he had no obje£lion to the 
congratulatory compliments to his Majefty contained in the 
auidrefs, but wifhed heartily for the propofed amendment, , 
thinking it the only ftep that could lead to the wi(hed-for re- 
conciliation. He did this, he faid, with the greater readinefs, 
as he trufied it would be univerfally allowed that the propo- 
iition came from the pureft and moft liberal motives ; and as * 
the young nobleman by whom it was offered was fo circum- 
ftanced in point of fortune, family, and dignity, that it was 
impoflible for any caufe to affeft the ftate in general, without 
having a fimilar effect with refped to him in particular, he 
therefore hoped the motion would be confidered by the Houfe 
with a more ferious degree of attention. He then went into 
the condii£t of the war during the three laft campaigns, and 
from the little cffeSl which coercion had produced, as well as 
from the ties of humanity and relative duties, deduced the ' 
expediency of adopting the meafures recommended in the 
motion. 

Governor ^ohnftme faid, he muft condemn the general and 
violent cenfure thrown out by that young member [Sir Gil- 
bert Elliot] on thofe gentlemen who had maintained opi« 
nions different from his, for feveral years before he came into 
Parliament, and who, at this day, found no reafon to alter 
thofe opinions. He profefled himfelf one of thofe gentlemen 
whom the young member had branded with the appellation 
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4 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777, 

'Ofafa£tion; and, to jufiify his fendments, offered a variety 
of reafons chiefly deduced from h&s. He fpoke ftrenuoufly 
of the merit df Lord Howe as a commander^ not only 
from his conduS in the prcfcnc war, but from his own pcr- 
fonal kno^vledgc of him. The difficulties he oiuft have met 
in his paffage from New York- to the Elk were numerous 
and immcnfe ; yet he underftood this gallant officer, equip- 
ped as a common failor, with a jacket and trowfers, wenc 
himfelf into the boats, and with the plumb in his hands^ 
Condu£led a large fleet up to Chefapcak Bay, through (hoals 
and obilrudlions, which it was thought by able officers were 
impraflicabie to get over. But he denied that any real ad-. 
vantage had been acquired by thofe great achievements; he 
denied that our trade was in a flouriibing ftate : we had 
loft the Mediterranean trade, the African trade; aod even 
our home trade was invaded ; for very lately a number of 
French bottoms had been employed to carry ojir own goods 
from the river Thames ; and as the young member muft cer- 
tainly be a man of learning, he ought to have known that a 
rife in the intereft of money is a cei:tain fign of the decay of 
trade. 

He defended the minority againft the impu(;^tion of being 
fa£tious, and faid, that the conteft was now of fuch a nature, 
that both fides of the Houfe, he had no doubt, a£):ed from 
principle, in defence of their diflerent opinions. He ex-. 
hortcd the Houfe to be circumfpe£l and wary in the ftq> 
they were going to take, and not, without a ray 9^ infor- 
mation from the miniftry, now give the decifiv^ vote to 
conquer or die ! He then gave a melancholy detail of the 
military operations of the prefent campaign, and particu- 
larly of General Burgoyne's defeat j — faid, that America 
was forced to declare her independency, in order to fecure fo- 
reign affiftance : — again fpoke highly af the charafter of 
the Britifli comman'ders, particularly Lord Howe. The 
Governor therefore drew as a conclufion, that, if fuccefs 
was not to be derived from fuch commanders, there muft be 
fome inherent obftacle in the caufe in which they embarked, 
which could not be got,ovcr. Here, in a digreffion, he drew 
a /ketch of the ftate of Spain under the reign of Charles V.. 
— of his vaft conquefts in different parts of the globe^ and 
his difcoveries of unknown countries s and contrafted it with 
the abje£l and contemptible ftate that mighty empire was 
hurried into by his fon, in an ilUfound?.d conteft with this 
United States of Holland, and from which it has oever 

raifcd 
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raifcd its head ; • that the latter prince was the firft who 
found out funding, and afterwards broke the national en- 
gagements he had thereby contra£led. Obferved that the 
alarming fituaiion of this country might be colleded from 
the prefcnt exorbitant intereft of money, and that the trade 
of it was now in the hands of government. He concluded 
with remarking, that all he wiflied, in order to accommodate 
the prefent difterences, was to fee America brought back to 
what £hc was at the end of the laft war- 
Mr. PFilies. By the eftablifhed dodrine of Parliament, I 
am authorifed to confider the iirft day of a new feflion as pe* 
culiarly the day of the minifterj perhaps more peculiarly fo 
than even the important day towards the clofe of the fefiion^ 
which is regarded as the day of his triumph, and called his 
opening of the budget; On that day, the mlntfter fubmits 
to the Houfe his ftate of the finances of tl^is kingdom, an* 
account of the various fums voted during the feflion, the 
ways and means he pr9pofes of raifing the fupply, the cer- 
tain and probable expences of the year, the new taxes, and in 
general the revenues and fources of the empire. This firft . 
day of a feflion is ftill more intcrefling, and holds forth more 
important matter to our confideration. The feflion is regu-. 
larly opened by a fpeech from the throne; but, although 
pronounced by the King, it is parliamentary laiiguage al- 
ways to ftile it the fpeech of the minifter, that,' in a fair and 
full difcufljon of it, the facred name of majcfty may not be 
made ufe of to controul or check that freedom of debate, 
which is the eflTence, and conftitutes the great dignity^ of aa 
Englifh' Houfe of Commons. The minifter. Sir, then, in 
the fpeech, gives us a general view of our fituation both at 
home arid abroad, the probability of the continuance of war 
or peace, the ftate of foreign powers, fo far as they are 
likely to affe6l this empire, and, in fliort, whatever has a re- 
lation to our internal fecurity, or foreign conncftion^ with, 
the allies of the crown. But, Sir, this is only the minifter's 
coup ffoeil oiiht kingdom; his declaration of what he thinks 
, the a£tual fituation of public affairs; It is a kind, of mini-. 
fter,ial chart, which the Hgufe may adopt, or rejed at plea- 
fure,. and purfue the fame, »or a courfe direfily oppofite. I 
thought it neceflfary, Sir,, to prcmifc this before I go into the 
cTcamination of, the paper on our table ; rand I (hall not ffcru- 
pie to avail myfelf of the right I claim, as one of the repre- 
fentatives of the people, to treat that produi^ion as contain-^ 
ing merely a ikctch of the minifl;er's fentiments, as the fub- 
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6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777, 

ftance of the political creed which he wiflies to be received by 
the nation. 

The fpeech. Sir, in my idea, clearly conveys to this 
Houfe a firm refolution to continue this unnatural, unjuft^ 
and barbarous war, to our utter deftru<Sion. It breathes a 
fpuit of unrelenting rage, of cruelty and carnage, a favage 
thirft of blood. The torrents of blood already fhed, and 
the prodigious wafte of national treafure, have hitherto been 
followed with no fignal or fplendid fuccefles. In^he third 
year Of the war nothing decifive has happened. We arc 
ftill bleeding at every vein to fupport this American conteft, 
and I fee no prol^ability of a near and final period. We 
cannot but obferve in the declaration of the minifter, that 
perfeverance in error, that fatal obftinacy in the purfuance of 
his mifchievous plan, which mud end in the ruin of our 
country, and the complete eftablifhment of another potent 
empire from the fragments of the Britifh monarchy. Scarce- 
ly a faint gleam of hope dawns upon us. Minifters feem 
determined to ruih on to imaginary conqueft, and certain, 
irretrievable ruin; for, if the war fliould be continued on 
the prefent wild and expenfive plan, it will eiFe^ually bank-t 
rupt the nation, We are told, Sir, in the fpeech, that the 
minifter has '^ a juft confidence that the conduct and cou- 
rage of our oflicei-s, and the f^irit and intrepidity of our 
forces, both by fea and land, will be attended with important 
fuccefs." The high fpirit and courage of Englifbmen has 
never been doubted. Would to God, Sir, they were at 
this time exerted in a good caufe, in a jutt and righteous 
quarrel! Bur, Sir, to this hour we know of no important 
fuccefs; we have fcarcely a certainty of one favourable 
event of this year's campaign. Even the minifters trem-^ 
ble for the condition of General Burgoyne. I will however 
fiippofe that every advantage, which the mofl fanguine friend 
of adminiftration has propagated without proof, is at laft 
authenticated; that Philadelphia is taken, and the army un- 
der General Wafliington totally defeated. Let us recollect. 
Sir, what pafTed after Boflon^was taken by the Britifh forces. 
Our general was foon befxeged in that capital of New Eng-. 
land, ignominioufly cooped up there many inonths with 
twenty regiments, and at laft driven from thence. I know 
the colouring given to this retreat by the court-party among 
us, and have been naufeated with the ^ant terms of our ge- 
nerals changing their quarters, and (hifting their pofltions ; 
but I know likcwife that their artillery and ftores were left 

* behind. 
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behind. All the mih'tary men of this country now confefs 
that the retreat of General Howe from Bofton was an ab- 
folute flight, as much fo, Sir, as that of Mahomet from 
Mecca* Should Philadelphia be taken, we have indeed one 
more American town in our pofleffion, if it is not reduced 
to aihes by us, like feveral other towns and villages. Shall 
we be able to keep it longer than we did Bofton ? Will not 
experience warrant me to fufpe£t, that before the winter is 
over, we fliall bear of General Howe's being befieged in 
Philadelphia, and at laft retiring from thence with the loft 
of his heavy cannon and warlike ftores, as he did from Bof- 
ton ? The objeA of the laft year's camps^ign was the con* 
queft of the two Jerfeys. It fucceeded. This year our 
troops have been obliged to evacuate both the Jerfeys, which 
--are lately declared to be out of the King's peace. I will 
likewife fuppofe, Sir, that the report of General Waihington's 
defeat is confirmed, and the total difperfion of that armv. 
I remember, about a month before the aiFair of Trenton, tne 
army of General Wafhington had fo entirely melted away, 
that he had not five hundred men under his command ; yet 
the profped of fuccefs againft the German mercenaries there, 
gave him, at a critical moment, a fmall but fpirited army, 
and the juft vengeance of America proved fatal to almoft the 
whole body of Heffians at Trenton. Admitting that Gene* 
ral Wa(bington has fufPered a fevere check, will he not be 
able to recruit, from an immenfe track of country devoted 
to his caufe and perfonf Still, Sir, two otl^er provincial 
armies, in no fmall degree formidable, fubfift, one in Mafia* 
chufets Bay, the other in South Carolina. They have re- 
ceived no check ; they may march againft the army of Ge* 
neral Howe, reduced and weakened by the brilliant vidories 
which he is faid to have gained. To give the ftrongefl: force . 
to this reafoning, let me put the cafe of a general difperfion 
of the provincial troops in America, and of the diflblution 
of the Congrefs, what conduct can Great Britain then pur* 
fue ? How will you preferve a country that extends from 
Hudfon's Bay to the fouthern extremity of Florida ? Will 
you garrifon all their towns ? Will your army feparate and 
go into cantonments ? If you do, wherever you are weak, 
you will be attacked, and your troops probably meet the fate 
of the Hefiians at Trenton. But, Sir, this country neither 
has, nor can raife, an army adequate to thefe purpofes ^ 
and if we could hire all the regimented favages of Germany 
and Ru^, the common deftroycrs of the human race, we 

B 4 muft 



8 PARLIAMENTARY A.1777. 

muft fink under the attempt. The nation would be beggared 
by the efFort. The noble Lord at the head of our finances 
would foon find all the pillars of public credit fliaken to their 
foundations, and all the fountains of national wealth dried 
up and exhaufted* On fuch terms America is not worth the 
holding. 

I am awarC) Sir, that it will be faid, the Americans will, 
in cafe of general fuccefs on your part, give up the con- 
teft, and fubmit to the terms you prefcribe. The late ex- 
perience of General Burgoyne is the fullcft anfwer to this 
objection. He tells us, that the very provincials, who were 
moft forward to profefs thcrafelves lojalii'is, and to take the 
oaths of allegiance, and to fubmit to Lieutenant Colonel 
Baum, were the firft that fired on him ; that they fet the ex- 
ample to th^ other troops, which ended in the total deftruc- 
tjop of that detachment. He highly blames a provincial 
gentleman for being fo incautious as to leave at liberty fuch 
;i^ took the oath of allegiance ; a flrange mode of perfuading 
the others to confii\e their countrymen the moment you con- 
fent to admit them (o fwear allegiance. Men are not con- 
verted, Sir, by the force of the bayonet at the breaft, nor 
by imprifonment. It is like the violence of a highwayman. 
He takes your purfe indeed, but you recover it the inftant 
you become flronger than the robber. Nor is this to be 
cbnfidered as treachery. It was a compafk founded only in 
force, and deftroyed in the fame manner. But I believe 
the Americans are neither to be cozened, nor by violence 
deprived of either liberty or property, I therefore recur. 
Sir, to the amendment propofed by the excellent Lord,* to 
addrefs his Majefty to order a ceffation of hoftilities, as the 
only means of beginping a treaty, and efFeiling a reconci- 
liation with our American brethren. The hottile me^fures 
echoed to the throne in the addrefs moved, wijlbc inefFcc* 
tual, and only fcrve to ftrengthen the independence of the 
colonies ; and give additional vigour to their refiftance^ We. 
cannot fucceed by force, nor in this commercial country is 
the obje£k worth our while, were it poflible, Let us carry 
thjs plain truth to the foot of the throne, and let Parliament 
hold to the nation a language different ffom \^ha; we have 
hitherto heard from n^inifier$« 
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The nation, Sir, has been duped for feveral y^aps by st 
fucceffion of; nilBifterial falfehoods. When the Boftoa port 
bill paffed, the minifter declared that we (hou Id foon have 
America at our feet, for the reft of the MaiTachufets Bay 
would defert Bofton, The other provinces, he afflired us, 
would, from a rooted jcaloufy, rejoice at her humiliation, 
and divide her trade. When the whole province became 
like one man, it was faid the fouthern colonies however dis- 
approved the conduit of New England,",. After both the 
fouthern and northern colonies united, arid made a common 
caufe, we were told, that means were foil'ni to prevent the' 
meeting of the Congrels. General Gage declared, that he 
vfould be in the midft of them. He chofe however not then 
to(bift his pofition. The Congrefs met without him ^ and 
in the moft pdrfe<ft fpirit of unanimity ; for their wranglings; 
were never heard but by the gentlemen of our treafury- 
bench. The non-fimportation and the non-exportation 
agreements were likewife declared impoilible to fubfift in a 
jieft of known fmugglers; yet time has fhewn how ftriflly 
they have been prefer ved. It was likewife moft confidently 
averred, that the cowardly Americans dared not aifemble in 
arms, and that two regiments were fufBciehtlio march 
through, and fubdue, the rebellious colonies^ This however 
muft De acknowledged to be prior to the fiege of Geiieral' 
Howe and the twenty regiments in Bofton^ I will not, Sfr,, 
tire the Houfe wi^h recapitulating the regular fuoceffipn of 
court tales and fi£tions ^ they have long been the amuferhent 
of mankind, both at home and abroad, Minifters however' 
ftill afFcft to believe, that thirteen colonies can be conquer- 
ed, after having for three years baffled all our efforts both 
by fea and land, trained and difciplined their people, fettled* 
to the (atjsfaaion of the inhabitants their refpeflive govern- 
ment^ laifed large armies to ferve during the war, provided 
for their pay, and collefted immenfe ftores of artillery, 
arms, and ammunition, feconded by the xeal of all America, 
9nd more than the good-will and applaufe of all Europe 
except the court^faflion among us. But, Sir, although 
America cannot be conquered, it may perhaps be regained by 
the arts of juftice and equity, by temper and moderation. 
The fword muft firft be Iheathed, according to the prppofed 
amendment of the noblo {^ord, and then we may talk of 
peace oq f^lr and folid terms ; on terms of equality as bre- 
thren, and heirs of tiie fame free conftitution. I> would 
^o{)e. t\ji^% things arc not yet ^uitc defpcrate^ I am furc peace 

will 



10 PARLIAMENTARY A. fy;;. 

will be the greateft blef&ng to both countries. It is perhaps 
even more neceflary for us than for them. The infant Ame- 
rican ftate feems already to poflefs the ftrength and vigodr of 
the infant Hercules, ready to be exerted in a fimilar manner, 
in fubdulng the monfters of tyranny and violence. Our ex- 
haufted ftate is well known to our enemies, who triumph in 
our fatal diftradlions, and are preparing to avail themfdves of 
our diftrefled condition. Sir, I muft again and ap;ain repeat, 
that, in my idea, a reconciliation with America is neceflary 
for this country. A firm, lafting agreement with the colo- 
nies on terms of juftice, or I am fure it will not be permanent, 
can alone fave us from impending ruin« The anfwer of the 
Privernates to the komans fliould govern us, ft honam patem^ 
it j/idamj et perp^tuam-^ft malam^ hand diuturnam — the recep- 
tion fuch an anfwer met with was worthy of the Roman people, 
Livy fays. Pan tnelior fenatus ad meliora refponfum trahere et 
dicerij viri et liberi vocem auditam. 

The fpecch, Sir, feems to flatter us with a promife of at- 
tention to this great obje£t, the reftoration of peace to this 
diftra£led and difmembered empire. It fays, ^< I (hall ever 
be watchful for an opportunity of putting a ftop to the eflli- 
lion of the blood of my fubje£h, and £e calamities which 
are iofeparable from a ftate of war." The minifters, Sir, 
reje^d with indigbity one happy opportunity of putting a 
ftop to the effiifion of blood, when, even after the battles of 
Lexington, Concord, and Bunker's Hill, the Congrefs 
humbly fupplicated his Majefty, to dire£): ibme mode by 
which the united applications of his faithful colonifts to the 
throne may be improved into a happy and permanent recon- 
ciliation. To the mad infult of the American Secretary, 
Lord Dartmouth, when he told the agents of the colonies, in 
September 1775, in the King's name, that no anfwer would 
be given, all the fubfequent calamities of the civil war are 
to be attributed, and perhaps the lofs of half our ehipire. 
Many calamities, Sir, are undoubtedly infeparable from a 
ftate of war ; yet the prefent war againft our brethren in 
America has been attended with peculiar circumftances of 
cruelty, which fill the mind with horror, with calamities, 
which are not infeparable from a ftate of war. Are the 
fcalping knife and tomahawk neceflSiry calamities of war? 
Are they infeparable from it? God forbid! I have read. 
Sir, a late proclamation of that great general and preacher, 
Mr. Burgoyne, which is (hocking to a civilis&ed and gene- 
rous nation. As a ftate-paper it difgraces our country., I'he 
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imperial court have often employed many kind of irregular, 
troops, Croats^ Pandours, and Huflars, but their names 
difgrace no pubKc a£l. If they plunder they do not torture. 
The pious preacher, Mr. Burgoyne, complains of this fro* 
ward and ftubborn generation, and at the very moment of 
mentioning his confcioufnefs of Chriftianity, difplays a fpi- 
rit of cruelty, repugnant to every principle of humanity. 
He boafts that he will give (Iretch to the Indian forces under 
his diredion, and they amount to thoufands. Merciful 
Heaven ! thoufands of Indian favages let loofe by the com* 
mand of a Britiih general againft our brethren in America I 
Human nature fhrinks back from fuch a fcene. At his heels 
leafht in, like hounds^ fhould famine, fword, and fire, crouch 
for employment. Mr. Burgoyne's feelings as a man I fear 
will not hereafter be as univerfally acknowledged as the mili- 
tary talents of the great general. In the prefent cafe I have 
that pity for him and bis employers w|)ich they have not 
Ihewn to others. What, Sir, has been, and continues, the 
cpndud of the Indian favages in war ? Is it not to exercife 
the moft (hocking cruelties on their enemies, without di* 
Hindi on of age or fex ? The conduA of this war goes on a 

i)ar with its principle. Has the feeble old man, the help* 
efs in&nt, the defencelefs female^ ever experienced the ten- 
der mercies of an Indian favage ? He drinks the blood of 
his enemy, and his favourite repaft is on human fle(h. Is a t^ 
firetch given to thoufands of thefe cannibals by the command, 
in a public manifefto of one of the King's generals? I 
am bold. Sir, to declare, that fuch orders are unworthy the 
general of any Chriftian king. They are only becoming a 
Jewifh prieft to a Jewifli king, a Samuel to a Saul, in the 
moft bloody and barbarous of all hiftories, the hiftory of the 
Jewifh nation. The orders of the Jewi(h prieft were, Now 
go and fmite Amaiek, and utterly deftroy all that they have, 
and fpare them not ; but flay both man and woman, infant 
and fqckling, ox and flieep, camel and afs. General Bur-^ 
goyne threatens the Americans with all the vengeance of the 
ftate, not its juftice, that the meflTengers of wrath will meet 
them in the field, devaftation, famine, and every concomi- 
tant horror. Not the. fword of even-handed juftice, falling 
only on the head of the bold rebel, but the favage horrors of- 
the .tomahawk from the thoufands of Indians under his di- 
redion on the innocent women and children. I semember, 
Sir, an honourable gentleman [Lord Advocate of Scotland j 
whQoi I fee in bis place, a gendcnuin very high in the law, 
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jfiot only humanely propofinrg, according to the ideas ancT in 
the tai^guage of his own country, but d wetting with rapture 
on what he claifically called a ftarvation bill for the poor Ame* ' 
ricans. 1 rely, however, Sir, on the fpirit of the Americans, 
that they will neither fufFer the fate of the Amalekites, nor 
retaliate the attempt on the favages of Europe. 
. This year. Sir, we have again in the fpeech repeated af- 
fiirances from foreign powers of their pacific difpofuions. 
The noble Lord [Lord Hyde] who moved the addrefs, thinks 
France will not change ; and the honourable gentleman [Sir 
Gilbert Elliot] who fecondcd the motion, affures us of the 
perfe£l amity of the neighbouring powers. Can any changej 
Sir, be equally advantageous to France as a perfeverance in 
' the prefent fyftem? America now pours air her wealth into 
the lap of the houfe of Bourbon, and (he fees her ancient 
^nemy daily perifhing by a fatal civil war. Even the mi'ni- 
ftcr feetiw to begin to awake from his long lethargy j for the 
i^ech faySj " at this time, when the armaments in the ports 
if France and Spain continue, it is thought advifeable to 
0)ake a confidcrable augmentation to our naval force.*' Par- 
liament <>ught to have been informed of the whole truth with 
refpeft to the treachery of France. I am fure, Sit, I fliall; 
V not be contradided when I affirm, that France, the govern- 
^ menC of France, not covertly nor underhand, not fecretly by 
« liierchartts, but dircftly and openly, as a government, affift 
the Atnericans. The two Congrefs (hips of war, which had 
the engagement with the Drilid, are now refitting at L'Orlent 
on the coaft of Britany, and furnifhed with every rieceflary 
from the French king's ftores at that place. The fadl is 
Well knewn to the minifter, and tamely fubmitted to \ but 
this open infult on the nation is endeavoured to be carefully 
concealed. 

-. The old ally of this nation, Portugal, is not honoured 
with being once mentioned in the fpeech. I will give iho 
Houfe the reafon. Portugal is not only loft to us, but is 
become an acquifition to the Houfe of Bourbon, by acceding 
to the Family Compa£l •. By that treaty, Sir, which was. 

publiflied' 
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to all Europe. An abftradl of it is given in the "Journal Hiflp* 
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publiCbcd in the French Gazette, all fubje£^s 6f the houfe of 
BourboQ were to be favoured equally with the natives of 
each rcfpeSive ftate, as to every privilege 6f navigation and 
commerce. . Such a treatjr, Sir, dire£tly militates againft all 
our former treaties, of l/trecht, Aix-la-chapelle, and others, 
particularly thofe with Spain, by which we were to be treated 
as the moft favoured nation. . It will be a fatal blow to the. 
tr^de of this kinzdom, whenever it is carried into execution 
by the whole houfe of Bourbon. 

A univerfal gloom. Sir, feems to be fpreading over our 
political hemifphere i yet we are called upon by mini tiers to 
^ddrefs the throne in fjch terms, as if we were only fuffcr- 
ing a light and tranfient misfortune, not groaning under the 
load of exorbitant and enormous taxes, a;;d on tne brinic of 
ruin. Since the late augmentation of the civil liit we fecm 
to be wonderfully improved in chirping addrcffes. This is 
not, however, a piping time of peace. Compliments during, 
the calamity of a wide-extended civil war, brought 00 by 
minifterial oppreffion, are abfurd. The prafpcck from Ame- 
rica is covered with clouds and darknels. A ray of light, 
however, feems to beam upon us from the n oble^ Lord*s 
amendment. If that is rejeded, I fear the nation will be 
funk in defpair. That propofition I coufider as the ftrft ftep 
to a reconciliation. After a ceirition of hoftilities, I hope 

■ ■ . • " * , ■ 1 I ■ . ■ ■ , . ■ ..■.■■ 

Roi et le Roi d'Efpagne concluent un trai'c ou pade: de famille/ 
t^nt pour eux que pour le Roi des Deux Siciles» et l/Infant Due 
de Parme^ contenau: 28 articles, par lefquels ils eubliilent entre 
e*ix une alliance perpetuelle, convenant de r-jgat der a Tavei^ir cojfh- 
me eniiemie» loute puiiTance eAueraie de Tun d'eux, et fe garantiifant 
reciproquement lous leurs etats dans quelques particsdu mondciqu'iis 
foient fitues, fuivant I'etat ou ils Te trouveroht, au moment oii les 
irois coutonne$ et le Prince de Par.me fc trouveronc en paix avec les 
autres puifiances; s'obligeant de fe fourr.ir les fecoars nerefTaires, 
dc faire la guerre conjointement, et de nc point faire de paix fepares 
Tun de rautrc. Ce iraite porte encore fupprefliou du droit d'au- 
bainecn France, en faveur de fujets dcs Kois d'Efpagne et de Si- 
cilc; et convention expreffc qixe lej/ujits cits frtus courjnf:es jorn'ront^ 
d^nslmrs ituts recifroquts, des me me UrQtts^.priifiUgf^s et exemptions que 
les nationnauXf par rapport a la vavigatioa et au commerce^ fans que 
les autres puijj'amesd P Europe puijjnt e:re admifes a cc:te alliaucc dc 
family, m fretenjre pour Icursfujets, U memettaitim:nt dans ka cjats 
des trors "^ouronnes. 

♦* LesVraiincations de ce tnite furent echangces Ic 8 S^^* 
. tembre." vol. 2. p. 707, 
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our fleets ktid armies will be witbdrawn, all the late unjuft 
a£b repealed, and the charters reftored. Let us treat with the 
liberal fpirit of freemen and Engliflimen. Unconditiona! 
fubmiffion is unconftitutional fubmiffion, arid becomes only 
the flaves of an arbitrary monarch. Force againft the vaft 
American continent we have found avails us nothing. All 
Coercion is impoffible. The attempts of violence have been 
followed with deep diftrefs, fhame, and difappointmenC. Let 
us therefore at laft hear the mild voice of reafon. The times 
teem with events, which mud determine the fate of this once ' 
igreat and powerful empire. Let us l^e guided by the princi- 
ples of lenity and juftice, that the blefHngs of peace and union 
may be reftored, and permanently remain, to the whole em- 
pire. 

Mr. Alderman Bull. I hardly need to fay, that I fliall take 
up but very little of the time of the Houfe. I never yet have, 
I never (hall think^ that any thing I can offer will long defervc 
the attention of this Houfe. But, Sir, the motion of the noble 
Lord is, in the prefent fituation of our affairs, of fo much im- 
portance, that I cannot fatisfy myfelf without giving my public 
teflimony in favour of it. 

' The diftraded ftate of this empire demands the moil ferioas 
jand earneft attention of each individual of the reprefcntatives 
of the people. 

Divided and diflreffed as we are at home, convulfed and dif- 
tra£ted as they are in our once valuable colonies, uncertain as 
are the events of war, it behoves us to turn our thoughts to 
fConciliation and peace ; to reftore, if poifible, and to eltablifh 
on "a bafis that may be permanent and immoveable, that good 
underftanding and harmony which once fo happily fubfifted be« 
twixt us and our brethren on the other fide of the Atlantic, 

To enter into the queflion of taxation without reprefenta^ 
tion, after it has been fo frequently and fuUv debated, would 
be a wafte of time ; I will therefore only declare, that, in my 
opinion, property taken without the confent of the owner, 
or his reprefentative, is robbery: it is what our conftttution 
never warranted ; and any body of men who tamely fubmit to 
fuch an alienation of their birth-right, are utterly unworthy of 
the exalted name of freemen. 

This motion of amendment has peace for its obje6l, and it 
is founded upon the generous principle of equality. Can 
there be any reafon urged, why our brethren in America 
ihould not enjoy as fully all the privileges of the conftitution 
as our brethren in Ireland ? Can there be any reafon urged, 
why our brethren in Ireland (hould tiot enjoy all the privileges 

to 
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to which Enjgliflimen are entitled ? I am confident diere 
cannot. 

Sir, it is the boaft, it is the glory, it is the perfection, of our 
conftitution, that every fubje6t of it is equally interefted in its 
privileges. To preferve this equality, our heroic forefathers 
fuiFered and bled ; they counted not their lives dear^ but ex- 
pofed them to dangers and to death, in defence of their right 
of giving and granting their own money. 

A noble lord, once a valuable member of this Houfe, de- 
clared within thefe walls, that be rejoiced that America had 
refifted. I, Sir, rejoice that the fpirit of Epgliflimen, that the 
fpirit of our forefathers, is feen to animate their defcendants on 
the other fide of the globe ; and if ever fuch a claim (bould 
be exercifed in our fitter kingdom of Ireland, as that we are 
now unjuftly, wantonly, and cruelly exercifing in America, I 
hope that a fpirit of genuine liberty and refiftance will arife 
fufficient to overwhelm it. 

Hitherto, Sir, we have been farcinated with the unmeaning 
parade of the uncontroulaUe authority of the parent ftate, and 
the fupremacy of parliament. We have been ihedding the 
blood of many brave men, and wafting the money of the peo- 
ple, for a mere phantom ; and have, at length, been hurried 
on, by our mad ideas of fuperiority and invincibility, to the 
very brink of deftru£tion. 

The predictions long fince declared in this Houfe, have in 
part already been accomplifhed : injuftice has its reward; 
difappointment and difgrace its portion. 

In this horrid conteft, we have gained nothing but unhappy 
experience i experience, however, by which wife men would 
profit* What has it opened to us i Scenes of returning com- 
merce and felicity? No : — on the contrary, nothing but fcenes 
of general diftra^ion and .mifery. Let us, therefore, feize the 
prefent favourable opportunity. Let us bury in eternal obli- 
vion our paft animofities ; and, by an offer of peace, and of li- 
berty, reconcile thofe whofc friendfhip is our intereft, but 
whofe enmity, in the end, will certainly be our ruin. 

Sir Philip Jennings Clerk. I. Ihall heartily concur in the 
firft part of the propofed addrefs, which is to convey our duti*** 
ful congratulations to the King, on the fafe delivery of the 
Queen, and the birth of another Princefs ; an event which I 
do moft fincerely rejoice at : but having conftantly oppofed 
the American war from the commencement of it, as thinking 
it might and ought to have been avoided, and for other reafons^ 
which I have frequently offered in this Houfe, and which are 
too well juftified by events which have happened in the pro- 
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fccution of it; it will not be wondered at, that I (hould now 
refufe to give my aflent to thofe other parts of this addrefei 
which are to convey affurances to the throne, of our intentions 
to furnifli means of prolonging and continuing the war. 

I do moft heartily adopt the amendment made by the noble 
Lord : it is of a conciliating nature, tending to put an end t<J 
this unfortunate quarrel, which has brought this country to 
the eve of its ruin, and which, if perfevcred in, muft end in its 
deftru6iion. A motion of a nature fimilar to this was made 
by a noble Earl in another houfe, in the early part of thcfe 
troubles. That noble Earl, the greateft minifter and the 
ablcft ftatefman this country ever boafted of, wifliing to fav^ 
this country a fecond time from impending ruin^ ftepped 
forth in its diftrefs, and produced a plan of a bill, which would 
at once have prevented all the calamities which fincc that 
time have befallen us. It forewarned you at that time of all 
the diftrefles and dangers which have fmce happened. Un* 
happily for this country, little crqdit was given to his pre- 
<li<3ions ; his plan of accommodation was rejedled, not be* 
caufe it was difapproved, but there is too much reafon to 
think that a jealoufy of that great man's abilities deprived us 
of the benefit of his proffered fervices. His plan, fo diffimilaf 
to that of gentlemen in adminiftration, could not be accepted 
without depriving them of thfeir places. A reafon which, I 
fear, will protraft this war, as long as any honeft man Was a 
guinea left in his pocket, or a man, woman, or child left alive 
in America, if we continue to furnifh miniiters with means to 
deftroy them. A great price indeed for their fervices ! 

Had that noble Earl's plan been accepted, we fhould be con- 
fidered as their friends, not their murderers; and fliould now 
probably be in quiet polTeffion of our colonies. The people of 
that country would be now looking up to us for protedion. 
Then, by a revival of trade and their affiftance, we (hould be 
in a fituation not to cringe to any foreign power, but to de« 
mand, if neceflary, that juftice by the fword, which we are 
now obliged to implore by memorials and petitions. 

Mr. Serjeant Jdair faid, he had one argument to offer on 
the prefent queftion, which had not been offered by any gen- 
tlemen who had fpoken before him. He was aftonifhed that 
on the firft day of the feffion, when parliament, particularly 
under fuch critical circumftances as the prefent, (hould expe<3: 
every information that miniftry were able to furnifli, in order 
to juftify the houfe in pledging- itfelf to fupply government, 
not one man in adminiftration had deigned to ftand up to give 
parliament the fmalleft ray of light on the prefent ():ate of 
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affairs. It was unknowD how we ftood with rdptEt to France 
and Spain ; and it was ftrongly iufpeded that Portueal had 
acceded to the Bourbon compadl. Thefe were circumftances 
that (hould have fome influence on our meafures, and| what-^ 
€ver knowledge government had of thofe matters, ought of 
courfe to be laid before the Houfe ; and the withholding fuch 
information, if any they had, was a fufficient reafon for the 
Houfe to poftpone the ^addrefs till th^y (hould be better in- 
ftrufted on thofe material fubjefts. 

LiDrd North faid, he did not think of troubling the Houfe 
fo early in the debate, but he thought it neceflary to clear up 
the point ftarted by the learned Serjeant rcfpc<a:inj the infor- 
mation he iiinted at; for that, in the courfe of twenty 
years attendance in that Houfe, he never remembered it to 
be the bufmefs of the roinifter to give a comment on the 
King's fpeecb. And in anfwer to a charge of another ho* 
nourable gentleman [Mr. Wilkes], it was the firft he beard of 
General Burgoyne, like Samuel, putting man, woman, and 
afs, to the fword, as had thus been wantonly imputed to 
him. That the Indian favages in the King's fervice wer« 
headed by proper officers, who had it in charge to prevent 
the inhumanities complained of: — that, left it be deemed 
improper to have fecured the Indians, it was neceffary to in« 
form the Houfe, that the Americans had made overtures to 
gain them to their fervice, and therefore it was thought pru- 
dent to engage them, as an efFediual means, among many 
others, of fuppreffing the rebellion. With refpe£t to the in- 
vidious and odious afperfion thrown on the charadler of 
that military fenator, now in his country's fervice, he trufted 
he {hould fee him take his (eat again in that Houfe, when, he 
had no doubt, but he would be able to defend himfelf fully 
againft any man who would rife up and accufe him. As 
tp the unhappy war itfelf, his Lord(hip a(rured the Houfe^ 
he wi(hed as heartily as any member there for the happy 
moment to arrive, when fomething nujj;ht be chalked out to 
eiFe£l the wi(hed*for accommodation ; but that happy mo* 
ment muft be the moment of viSory. He confefled they 
were in the dark with refpe£l to the late operations, having 
received no intelligence from Sir William Howe fince a day 
or two after his landing at the head of the Elk river. He 
faid, it would be abfurd to order a ceiTation of arms on the 
part of the King's troops, as fuch a (lep would naturally im- 
ply that their original elaim would be admitted; but faid> 
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the commanding officers had a power of granting a cefTation 
whenever they deemed it expedient. 

With refpeft to foreign powers, he afTured the Houfe^ 
that, from every thing he had been able to colleft, he. could 
not find it was the intereft, nor did he believe it was the in- 
tention of France or Spain to go to war with us; but as 
they thought proper to keep on foot great armaments in their 
feveral ports, he deemed it prudent to put this country in 
an equal ftate of defence, to guard againft the poffibility of 
an attack : that the language of the court of France was by 
no means that of war ; whenever it had been deemed unin- 
telligible, ftrong remonftrances had been made, and redrefs 
had been received: that they had publifhed the ftrongeft 
declarations, forbidding any countenance being (hewn the 
Americans ; and, in confcquence of this conduft of the French 
miniftry, that no depredations had been committed on our 
coaft. 

Mr. Burke replied, and expreffed a great concern that the 
matters urged by fo many refpedable members as fpoke be- 
fore him fliould be treated fo lightly, and took an opportunity 
of complimenting the feveral honourable perfons already men- 
tioned, and ridiculed the haughtinefs of the minifter. fif it 
were pofTible, we would give a detail of a fpeech, which, in 
the courfe of almofl: two hours, commanded the attention, 
excited the laughter, and fometimes drew tears from the fym- 
pathi^iing fewj but we muft omit all thofe changes of ridi- 
cule which were rung by his ingenuity upon the defence 
vrhich Lord North made in anfwcr to the charge againft Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's proclamation ; alfo pafs over his proofs of 
the futility and injury of our conquefts in the colonies, and 
touch only on that pathetic fupplication which he made to the 
Houfe, to feize the prefent happy momept to attempt an ac- 
commodation, when neither elated with infolent viftory, nor 
debafed with abjeft defeat, we could with honour toourfelvcs 
make fuch propofals to our colonifts, as they could, without 
^iftionour, accept.] He apoftrophifed with a degree of en- 
thufiafm upon the noble fpirit of men, who, if they had not 
been rebels, he could have been lavifh in praifing; of womeii 
who, reduced by the ruin of civil difcord to the moft hor- 
rible fituation of diftrefs and poverty, had conftancy, genc- 
rofity, and public fpirit, to *rip the blankets, in a freezing 
feafon, from themfelves and their infants, to fend them to thd 
camp, and preferve that army which they had fent out to fight 
for their liberty. And fhall Biitons, faid he, overiook fuch 
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virtue ? arid will theyperfift in oppreffing it? Shall we give 
them no alternative but unconditional fubmiffion? A thretf 
years war has not terrified them, dlftreffed as they are, from 
their great purpofe. Let us try the power of lenity over thofe 
generous bofoms, 

Mr. Fox afferted, that the idea of conquering America was 
abfurd ; and that fuch an event was, in the nature of things, 
abfolutely impoffible. He proved his affertion from the fitu- 
ation of the country, the difpofition of the people, and the 
diftance from Great Britain. He faid, that though the rie- 
fources of this empire were fuch as to enable us to carry pn 
the war for feveral campaigns more, that there was a radical, 
a fundamental error in the proceedings, which would for ever 
prevent our generals from afting with fuccefs ; faid, that no 
man of common fenfe would have placed the two armies in 
fuch a pofition as from their diftance made it utterly impoffible 
that one (hould receive any affiftance from the other. That 
the war carried on by Burgoyne was a war of pofts : that the 
taking of one did not fubdue the country, but that it would be 
ncceifary to conquer it inch by inch — that his army was not 
equal to the tafk — the numerous (kirmiflies with the enemy, 
and the natural difficulties of the country, would fo retard his 
motions, that the campaign muft be ended before the objea 
of it was fulfilled; and that if he was happy enough to join 
Sir William Howe, it muft be with nothing more than the 
ftiattered remains of an army mouldered away, which might 
have been of fome fervice to the caufe, if by the blunders of 
the miniftry they had not been fent where it was impoffible 
they could aft, unlefs under the greateft difadvantages ; fuch 
as muft be obvious to a man of the meaneft abilities, and 
which would efcape no one but the inaufpicious minifter for 
American affairs. 

He was fevere on Lord George Germaine : he declared that 
ever firice the day that nobleman forced himfelf into admi- 
niftration, our affairs began remarkably to decline. That 
it was the meafures which he dictated to the miniftry that 
drove the Americans ^to a declaration of independence ; and 
that as he was the caufe of the continuation of the war, fo 
he (hould not only be removed from the management of our 
officers, but be made to know, that a minifter is accountable 
to the nation for the orders he gives, and the meafures he 
advifes. He expreffed the greateft horror at arming the In- 
dians, and letting them loofe, not only againft the troops of 
America, but alfo againft the defepcelefs women and chil- 
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dren, whofe bodies even death could not refcue from the in- 
sults and barbarity of the favages. He faid, he wondered hov 
a prince, famed for his humanity, benevolence, and faniiity of 
manners, as the prefent King is, could abet or fufFcr fuch 
mifcreants to remain in his camp, when it is well known that 
brutality, murder, and deftruftion, arc ever infeparable from 
Indian wai^riors. 

He took a curfory review of the operations of the feveral 
campaigns — ' — (hewed what little we had gained, and of 
courfe how little we might expefl: to gain ; and exprefTed 
his hearty wiflbes that we were now in as good a ftate, as 
when the noble Lord found us in 1775- He afferted that 
France was the direitrefs of our motions ; that we go no 
farther than die thinks proper to permit us ; and that the 
fate of the American conteft depended on her councils ; that 
if {he declared war, the immediate confequence muft be an 
evacuation of America ; our troops and {hips muft be called 
home to defend ourfelves, and America of courfe become 
free. He reprobated all the proceeding ; and afked for what 
purpofe hoftilities were, commenced ? If it was to maintain 
the navigation a£l, why were fo many P'rench bottoms em- 
ployed in the river? If it was to raife a revenue, he ob- 
ferved, that the miniftry took a very ferious ilep to efFedt 
their purpofe, by plunging thp nation into a new debt of 
fifteen millions. If they intended to fecure the commerce 
of America by arms, they had moft happily hit upon a plan, 
that not only deprived us of the benefit of it, but had 
thrown it all into the hands of our enemies. He faid, if 
terms were offered to the Americans before it were too late, 
they might perhaps accept them ; that at leaft it would be 
doing no more than juftice (hould require at our hands; that 
It would detach many of them from the Congrefs, and, by di- 
viding them^^ facilitate a conqueft ; that he could not wi{h 
to fee them reduced to unconditional fubmiflion; which it 
is not more unjuft to require, than ifnpoffible to force them 
to. He concluded by giving his hearty confent to the 
amendment. 

Lord George Germaine got up, and informed the honourable 
gentleman who fpoke laft, that he had never deemed himfelf 
of fo much confequence as he did at that moment, when he 
was told by the honourable gentleman, that the Americans 
declared their independence becaufe he came into office. 
The honourable gentleman was poffefTed of vaft abilities, 
which he employed to render his meafures not only contemp- 
. ■ w lible. 
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tible, but criminal in the eyes of the (loufe; that it was 
natural for him to feel himfelf hurt by the charges of the 
honourable gentleman, and that he hoped the Houfe \0^ouI4 
indulge him with a little attention, while he endea\roured to 
wipe away the blot which the honourable gentleman had 
Teemed anxious to fix upon his adminiilration. He then 
begged leave to inform the gentleman, that, before he came 
into office, he was afked by the noble Lord near him [Lord 
North] if he would fupport thofe fentiments in office he 
had before delivered in Parliament ; upon which he had de- 
fired to fee their plan of operations, and finding them agree- 
able to his ideas, he declared he would, and would have no 
objefHon to ferve his Sovereign in place, with the fame 
alacrity he did when out, as long as the f\ftem laid down 
was not inconfiftent with the fpirit of the conftitution. For 
the truth of what he advanced he appealed to the noble 
Lord. 

For his part, he faid, he could not fee the fliadow of a 
reafon which could juftify the affertion of the honourable 
gentleman, that affairs had grown worfe fince the manage- 
ment of them was committed to his hands. When his Ma- 
jefty had honoured him with the poft of fecretary of ftate, 
the King's troops were bcfieged in Bofton, Nova Scotia was 
in danger, and the Floridas threatened with an invafion by the 
Carolinians ; in a word, even hope, at the time, feemed in 
fome degree prefumption : yet, to the honour of adminif- 
tration, and our commanders in America, he was happy to 
fay, that the gloomy profpe6l had difappearcd, and given 
place to the moft promifing fcenc of fuccefs. No official in- 
formation, indeed, had been received from Sir William 
Howe; but that, from the private advices that had been 
brought to hand; there is every reafon to conjefture that 
General Wafliington has received a check, and that General 
Howe is, moft probably, now purfuing his blow and improv- 
ing his advantage; and to this, he (aid, it was natural to 
attribute his filence. 

With- regard to the Canada expedition, the honourable 
gentleman was under a miftake when he imagined that Ge- 
neral Burgoyne had orders to fight his way to New York, 
there to join Sir William Howe: that his orders to the for- 
mer were to clear the country of rebels as far as Albany, 
which town was prefcribed to him as the boundary of his 
expedition, unlefs circumftances might make it neceflary to 
^p-operate with General Howe, in which cafe he was to affift 
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him to the utmoft of his power. The operations of the cam- 
paigns, fince he became a minider, had been wifely planned, 
and executed with no lefs fpirit than judgment; and fuch 
were the meafures purfued, that, had it not been for the un- 
forefeen misfortune at Trenton, there was every reafon to be- 
lieve that the laft campaign would have been decifive. 

The treaty with the Indians was grofsly mifreprefented, 

«nd forry he was to fay, that there had not been candour 

enough on the other fide of the Houfe to acknowledge that 

government was driven to that meaTure by neceffity. The 

Americans, it is welP known, tampered with the Indians, 

and flraincd every nerve to induce them to take an afttve 

part againft the King*s friends ; and the idea of treating for 

a neutrality was never ftartcd till the effort to make them 

take up the war-hatchet had proved abortive, VVc at worft 

but copied the righteous and infallible Congrefs, but with 

more fuccefs. When General Burgoyne treated with the 

favages, he infifted that, if they joined his forces, they fliould 

abfolutely conform to his laws of fubordination ; and the 

Sachems, to whofe commands the Indians are known to pay 

the moft implicit obedience, gave the general the moft pofi- 

tive affurances that their men would obferve the ftriSeft diC* 

cipline. When a meafure does not anfwer the expedbtion of 

the planner, after he has taken every poflible precaution to 

enfure fuccefs, it muft furely be unreafonable to blame men 

merely for not being able to command events. 

His Lordfliip observed that the honourable gentleman had 
paid him a compliment, for which he was not bound to 
thank him, as he was thoroughly convinced it was not in- 
• tended as fuch. It was plain the honourable gentleman was 
no enemy to the Americans, and his being fo very ftrenuous 
for removing him from the dircdion of affairs feemed to 
indicate, that fuccefs v/ould be more likely to attend the 
arms of the rebels, if he ceafed to have the dire<Slion of 
, affairs. That the honourable gentleman had endeavoured to 
create a jealoufy in the breaft of the premier, but he was 
.too well affured of his noble colleague's good fenfe to be un- 
der any apprehenfipns on that head. That a$ he came into 
office without dcfiring it, fo he was ready to retire from it 
withoqt regret, the moment that ;Houfe ihould difapprove of 
his meafures. His circumffances, he thanked Heaven, were 
fuch as not to force him to fiibmit to any difgr^ceful terms, 
and to render the cmolucnents of a minifter uxuiecpiTary to his 
fub^ffence. 

Ho 
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He knew he was refponfible for his orders, and flattered 
iiimfelf he had never deKvered any, which fhoyld difhonoui: 
him as a man, a citizen, or a minifter. He did not wane the 
Americans to lay down their arms, and fubmit unconditionally 
to the law of the conqueror; they might treat by individuals; 
nor were the commiffioners, as was faid, without fufficieni: 
powers to a£i;/ 

There was every reafon, he declared, to hope for fuccefs 
in America. The Congrefs, by the great bounties offered 
for foldiers, (hewed they were hard fet to recruit their forces ; 
that the hardfliips the people actually fuffer under their de« 
fpotic tyrants, compared with the mild government they had 
withdrawn themfelves from, and under which they had hei* 
come fo powerful, have nearly brought them to a fenfe of 
their error, and made them fick of rebellion. 

They boafted of liberty; but furely no one in his fenfcs 
would 6iy, that the fhadow of liberty was to be found among 
men where the fmalleft complaint againil the efiablifhed 
government was puniihed with imprifonment and confifca- 
tion of goods; where if a gentleman (hould fay half as much 
againft their ufurped power, as had been faid that night 
againft the rulers of the nation, his life would be made to 
anfwer for his boldnefs. . 

He (aid, that as the amendment, if carried, would tend to 
keep up the fpirit of independence, which has for fome time 
paft hurried away their reafon, he fhould think himfelf an 
enemy to his country if he ihould do other wife than flamp it 
with his negative. 

Colonel Barre (hewed the neceffity of fending out fall 
powers to the commifiioners, of prefenting the olive branch 
to the Americans before they became utterly irreconcileable 
to Great Britain : he complained that his letters were opened 
by the orders of the minifters, and that no ofHcer from Ame- 
rica dared to fpeak to him, as he was looked upon as a pro« 
fcrlbed perfon. 

Hon. T, Luiirell faid, he h^d not an idea .that any mem- 
ber of the Heufe of Commons, who confcientioufly fulfilled 
bis duty to the public, could vote for the miniilerial addrefs^ 
moved by the nqble Lord on the other fide of ths floor. 
That fo unbecoming a courtefy to the Crown (hould never 
get the afcendant in his mind over that impulfe of loyalty and 
true regard to the King, which prompted him to fpeak .truths, 
and to forewarn his Sovereign of thofe imminent dangers 
V^hich thrtatei^ed both his realms ^d his perfon, in cafe the 

C 4. prefcnt 
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prefent bloody meafures of his minifters fhouM at this con- 
junSure be purfued with fo unrelenting a perfeverance as the 
ijpeech from the throne feemed to threaten. 

He lamented, that every feffion fince he held a feat in that 
Houfe had been opened with a fpeech from the throne, which 
merited, in his humble opinion, very fevere repreheniions from 
the delegates of a free people ; for he was not fo fortunate a$ 
to poflefs a feat in Parliament till the bright sra of the prefent 
jreign was quite gt an end. 

He had not the happinefs to be feated among them when 
his Majeily, contemplating the honour and glory in which 
he found this empire at the death of his royal grandfather, 
affured the Commons, that ** the rights of all his fubjeSs 
"were as dear to him as any prerogative of the crown." For 
this afTurance, he fhould undoubtedly have been among the 
firfl to vote an addrefs of thanks. He was not among them 
ivhen his Majefty declared that it was his ^^ determined pur- 
pofe to. countenance and encourage the pra(Elice of true reli^ 
gion and virtue j" that, fenfible of " our trade and commerce 
being the great fource of national wealth, they fhould be the 
fixed objeft of his never-failing care and attention ;" and 
when recounting the rapid and important victories which had 
attended the Britifli arms in every quarter of the globe againft 
a formidable foreign enemy, the minifter of that day did fo far 
juftice to the benevolent feelings of his royal maflcr, as to 
itate thofe conquefts tranfceiKJently glorious, " becaufe efFedcd 
almoft without any efFufion of Chriftian blood." This was 
furely a fpeech from the throne that merited the unanimous 
thanks of a Britifh Houfe of Commons. Sir, Ance I have 
been in Parliament, I have heard no fpeeches from the 
throne, but fuch as have tended to deprive a great part of 
his Majefty't faithful fubje3s of their deareft rights and 
unalienable liberties ; to bring one half of his people uncon-P. 
ditionally proftrate at the feet of the other half ; fuch mea- 
fures only as have ^^ unconilitutionally and dangeroufly ad.- 
vanced the regal prerogative;" propolitions and fentiments 
*' fubverfive of true religion and virtue," and utterly de- 
UruStivt of the trade and commerce of this country. And, 
to complete all, the minifters who comppfe thefe fpeeches, 
and defile with them the royal lips, having, by diabolical 
machinations, kindled a moft impious and horrid civil war, 
and from* time to time thrown ftore of combufilbles into 
the flames, recount the failure and difgrace of the Britifh 
grm$ inflcad of coni^ueil) and triumph in the cffufion of 

, . pative 
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native blaod, and the maflacre of thoufands of his Majefiy's 
fubjedS) as equally grateful to Parliament with the moft 
heroic victories hewtofore qbtained over France and Spaiiu 
Such men, fuch principles, and (iich practices, {hail never be 
treated of by me in this Houfe, nor in any other Houfe, 
without the ftrongeft terms of abhorrence and execration I 
am mafter of. The gentleman therefore, whoever he be, 
for I prefume he is not out of hearing, who favoured me 
with a very polite, anonymous invitation to the cock|Mt 
yefterday evening, will here receive my thanks for his kind 
intentions, and accept of my excufe for non-attendance* I 
indeed never go to the cockpit at Whitehall, nor to any other 
cockpit; and when, upon an inquiry, I underftood that none 
reforted to that cockpit, but fuch as were determined, at all 
events, to follow the ftandard of the prefent men in power, 
I took for granted (and have not been much deceived) that 
the fpeech and addrefles there fettled, would be fit only for a 
cockpit, in the original meaning of the word ; that fort of 
theatre, fo difgraceful to the humanity of Englifhmen; a 
rendezvous for ruffians and black-leg's to difport with the 
Jives of innocence, generofity, and valour. The cockpit was 
the place in which he (hould have judged the miniilers to have 
learnt, that the moft efFedlual way to put an eod to the war, 
• was by the tomahawks and cannibal fury of the Quebec In- 
dians. The worthy Baronet who feconded the motion for an 
addrefs, prefumes, that ^' every man will admit the fupreme 
fovereignty of this country to be vefted in the legiflaturc;** 
biit it feems the fupreme fovereignty is now transferred, in fa£l^ 
to the cockpit, and we farcically meet here for no better pur- 
pofe tba|i to confirm and regifter the ads of that more auguft 
affembly. 

The beft criterion, I imagine, from whence we can judge 
of the real fenfe of Parliament at the firft day of the prefent 
(jcffion, is, from cohfidering what the fenfe of Parliament was, 
refpedting this horrible war, at the clofe of the feffion !aft 
year, when you, Sir, with proper dignity and iirmnefs, hav- 
ing touched upon the very profufe fums which had been al- 
lowed by the commons to the crown, for maintaining the 
American war, obferved, they had been thus liberal, " hop- 
ing that means would be found to flop the *'avages of war, 
and the deftrui^ion of his Majefty's fubjeds, without which 
there was but top much reafon to fear, that confequences 
would enfue ruinous to the profperity, perhaps fatal to the 
fa(ety, of (heft kingdoms/' Have fuch m^ans t)eeo- attempt- 
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cd, or fought of by minifters? Why then are we afilired 
in the ^eech, that every opportunity will be watched to 
.make peace ? And why does the minifter in the blue ribbon 
Dpw tell us, that " every roan in the nation wiflies for peace?'* 
J3ut, &ys the honourable member, who fo ingenioufly fecond- 
cd the addrefs, however we may lightly touch on the origi- 
nal cauiie of the war, that is not now the fubjed in point, 
^ we have come to a decifion ; the dye is caft." Here we 
are again brought back to that favourite pailage of the Rubi- 
con, and .the jaSta eft alea\ of a truth there is fome juftice 
in tbc comparifon, between our minifters croffing the Atlan- 
tic, and Csefar croffing the river Rubicon from Gaul; for 
though thefe ipinifters, confldered as ftatefiDen or as com- 
manders, are no more like Caefar than I to Hercules, yet 
did he, like them, take up the battle againft the conftitution 
4)f his country ; and haying raflily made the ^rft decifive ftep, 
he faw no poffibility of receding, without the lofs of his cre- 
dit and his offices, perhaps the forfeiture of his life; for his 
offences had been fcarce lefs criminal than thofe of Catiline^ 
What Cicero remarked of the march of Caefar towards the 
capital of Italy, may alfo be well applied to our minifters: 
" He came well provided with every thing (fays that cele- 
brated orator) excepting a good caufe/' But before I dif- 
mifs this tranfadion of the Rubicon, which is fo favourite a 
trait of hiftory with the leaders and over- rulers of admini- 
flradon, I would admonifli and conjure them to deduce from 
thence pne wholefome leflbn, which is this: When Caefar 
crofted the Rubicon, he yet propofed to the fenate to with- 
draw his army on certain very humble conditions ; and the 
matter being agitated in the fenate, Marcellus the conful, 
and the Patrician fa£^ion in general, held it unbecoming the 
^dignity of the commonwealth, " to treat with rebels, having 
arms in their hands ;*' fo they preferved their etiquette^ and, in 
the-courfe of a very few days, paid for it with the total lofs of 
their power, and the annihilation of the liberties of their 
country. 

Mr. Luttrel then obferved, that he much approved of the 
amendment propofed by the noble Lord near him, [Lord 
Granby,] but wiftied the amendment, to have gone fome what 
farther, as the minifter now pofitively declared, " he would 
give up taxation," if fuch conceffion were likely to effeftuare 
a peace. With great deference to better judgment, he ftiould 
therefore prefqaie that, after congr;^tulations couched in terms 
xi the utmoft refped and aflfe^lion to bis JMajefty on the birth 

of 



A. 1777' P E B A T E S. ai 

of a Princefs and iafe recovery of the Queen, as to which 
|K)t a man prefent could more heartily concur than himfeif, 
he (hould wifh to add, ^' humbly befeeching his Majefty, 
that it be an inftrudlion to the commiffioners in America to 
ireat of preliminaries of peace, or a fufpenfion of hoftilities, 
^s expediency may require, with any convention, Congrefs, 
or other colledive body, or with any perfon or perfons which . 
(aid commii&oners (hall (ind entrufted to convey the fentj- 
noents of one or more of the revolted provinces ; and to af- 
iure bis Majefty, that his faithful Commons, willing to go 
all juftifiable lengths to prevent a further effufion of blo(^y 
.and to avert the dreadful calamities which accumulate on this 
divided empire, are earneftly difpofed, as a ground^work of 
conciliation and amity, to co-operate with the other branches 
of the i^giflature of Great Britain, in pledging the national 
faith, in the moft explicit and facred manner, that no taxes 
nor contributions whatever (hould henceforward, at any time, 
be attempted tp be levied on the colonies of North America, 
without the aflent or concurrence of the immediate reprefen- 
tatives of the faid colonies refpe£iively." 

Mr. Luttrell aflced if any country gentleman whatever 
would now rife up in his place, and contend for taxation; if 
fo,.he ihould only fay fuch country gentleman was fitter for 
St. Luke's than for St. Stephen's. He did firmly believe, if 
taxation were once given up, and that great minifler, who 
early in the late war faved this country from utter ruin, in- 
vited again' into office, with a lenient difpofition, to heal thole 
wounds our civil diftra£lions had made on either fide the At- 
lantic, and with talents and a fpirit equal to fa difficult a 
conteft, if irremediably and unhappily neceflfary to continue 
, it, this nation might yet be faved ;— we fhculd then afcer- 
tain, whether the Americans, to a man, (as has been conti- 
nually alledged by gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe,) 
fight for nothing Ihort of independence ; and whether, as the 
honourable member ^o feconded the addrefs fo pofitively 
infifled, " the only road to peace is through the havock and 
carnage of war:"., for his part, clear he was, fuch a change 
of men and meafures would divide the continental CongrdTs 
and continental army into fa£^ions, and fo far anfwer a wife 
purport ; but, at all events, he fairly owned, he thought any 
terms of reconciliation more eligible than an exterminating 
war: for he obferved, that fubjeds, thus fubjugated, could 
only, be treated in one of the three following ways: You 
. mufl better their condition^ which he prefumed nobody could 

fuppofc 
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fuppofc thefe minifters, with their fcalping favages and Ger- 
man afTaffins, to have at all in their contemplation: If you 
refufe to better their condition, would you rule them by a 
military force? If you attempt it, you affuredly efFcdluate 
the third piece of policy, which is extermination; for, be- 
lieve me, the American fettlers will rather emigrate, by whole 
provinces, far as New Mexico or California, or even to thofe 
i^e-bounds iflands lately difcovered near the fouth pole, than 
fubmit to military power ; and your beft hope will be, to be- 
gin to colonize that vafl: and fertile continent quite anew, and 
for more aufpicious ends, with your Heffian and Brunfwick 
hirelings, -who efcape the confli£);, and their fruitful trulls. 
Mr. Luttrell afked, if what the Earl of Chatham had fore* 
feen laft feafon had not adbually come to pafs ? He told you 
that the fair promifes of the vernal feafon would furely end 
in autumnal diiappointments. Mr. Luttrell then compared 
the condu£l and cataflrophe of General Burgoyne, at the 
head of the northern army in America, with that of Charles 
the Bold Duke of Burgundy, when he iflued the moft fevere 
proclamations againft the brave Switzers in the Canton of 
Berne, looking upon them as already conquered ; he carried 
with him chains to lead them captive at the feet of his cavaU 
ry, and he gave them notice, that he would caufe to be erec- 
ted the moft {lately monuments to his martial fame, in the 
very heart of their country: Sir, he fulfilled his promife; 
a monument they ere£ted for him in the form of a charnel- 
houfe, filled with the ikulls and Skeletons of the invading ar- 
my, which was totally overthrown through the intrepidity 
of the Swifs peafants near the town of Morat, and the vic- 
tors furniihed his monument with this emphatic infcription : 
*' Carolus Burgundia dux inclitus hoc fui monumentum reliquit^'* 
&c. &c. Mr. Luttrell faid it was probably but in vain to 
hold up fuch bloody fcenes, in terrorem^ before the hardened 
authors and conductors of this unnatural quarrel j Mr. Speak- 
er might as well put an hungry leech on the richeft vein of 
his body, and counfel with it not to draw blood, as to talk 
with thefe contradlors, pay-maflers, treafurers, commilTaries, 
and a long lift of et ceteras^ who traffic thus lucratively with 
the calamities of their country, to relinquifli their hold, and 
confefs their ambition and their rapacity fatisfied. The mi- 
nority, therefore, of which he (hould certainly be one, had 
only to lament, that a Sovereign, fo moral and pious as ours 
now on the throne, fo humane and fo generous, fo capable 
of governing a free people with honour, profperity, and re- 
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nown, fhould already have facrificed one half of his domi-* 
nions, and defperately hazard the lofs of the one half, to che-' 
riOi and aggrandize a more immoral and profligate, a more 
tyrannical and (anguinary, and, in fliort, a more weak fet of 
minifters, than ever tried the patience of the Englifh nation^ 
under the worft of the Stuart kings. 

Before he fat down he (hould only add, that the worthy 
baronet [Sir Gilbert Elliot] who fuppofcd the navy of Great 
Britain, in our home ports, to be at prefent more formidable 
than the combined naval force of France and Spain, had beeit 
grofsly mifmformed; but, as it was not a fubje(^ in its full 
extent then before the Houfe, he fhould rcferve a difcuffion of 
that important bufmeis to a future day. 

Lord North made a Ihort reply to Colonel Barre, and then 
the queftion being put, there appeared for the amendment 86; 
againft it 243. 

November 21. 

Lord Hyde offered to bring up the report of the addrefs of 
the preceding day. 

Sir Philip Jennings rofe, and moved, That the addrefs be 
recommitt^. 

Mr» Turner declared, as a country gentleman, who meant 
to a£l: entirely for the fervice of his conftituents, that he could 
not agree with adminiftration in their ideas of purfuing the 
prefent war. That he had, during the recefs, taken the fenfe 
of his conftituents, at one of their mofl: general meetings at 
York, where he candidly afked them, whether it was their 
opinion that the war fhould be profecuted ? If it was, they 
had only to inform him fo, and as he would ever be ready to 
receive their inftrudions, as long as he continued to have the 
honour to reprefcnt them, he would refign his feat, and they 
might chufe fome other reprefentative. However, their opi- 
nion was, that peace fhould be concluded at all events. He 
wilhed he had a piece of Latin to exprefs his fentiments more 
fully ; but, as it Was, be begged leave to put a negative on 
the queflion. 

Mr. //. fV. Hartley objcdled to the quefHon on the fame 
principles, and intreated adminiftration to feize the only mo*- 
ment they might ever have of flopping the calamities of this 
civil war. ' 

Earl Nugent fkid, the arguments of the two laft gentlemen 
wereabfurdi that the conteft now was, not whether Ame- 
rica fhould be dependent on the Britifh parliament, but whe- 
ther Great Britain or America fhould be independent ? Both 

could 
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could not be fo, for fuch would be the power of that vaft con- 
tinent acrofs the Atlantic^ that, was her independence eftablifli- 
ed, this ifland muft expert to be made a dependent province. 

General Conway took a wide range through the whole fyftem 
of American politics $ faid, be had been uniform in his oppo- 
fition to the roeafures that occa<ioned the war, and (hould re- 
main fo in oppofing thofe meafures which led to a continuance 
of it. As to the minifter's idea of the Americans laying down 
their arms in order to be treated with, it was the height of 
folly : for, as a foldier himfelf, and bred to arms, fuppofe he 
was invefting a town, the gates of which he found fhut, and 
the wails manned, would not the proportion of '^ open the 
gates, and let me in, and then Til treat with you," be re- 
ceived with the utmoft aftonifhment and contempt ? It was 
exaSly the fame, coniidered nationally. After condemning 
the ufe of the Indians, he concluded by declaring, before God 
and that awful afiembly, that, though the Americans might bq 
culpable, yet, in his opinion, we were far nfiore fo. 

The Attorney Gemral admitted there was fomething like an 
argument in the General's inveftiture of a town; but would it 
HOC be equally ridiculous on the part of the forcQS without, to 
receive a fimilar propofal from thofe within the citadel ? As 
to the ufe of the Indians, painful as fuch a. fervice muft be to 
every mind^ neceffity loudly demanded it ; for, in a conteft of 
this nature, fuch is the nature of man, that every ftep is taken 
to annoy his enemy ; but, fo far from this being the only bar- 
barity of the prefent war, he had heard an honourable member 
boaft of that enthufiafm of the rebels in Canada, who fwore 
allegiance to the King, and then turned upon a detached party 
, of Col. St. Leger's, and cut them td pieces. The meafure, 
he laid, was advifed by a noble lord [Lord George Gcrmaine] 
in the King's clcfet, and was approved of by the reft of ad- 
miniftratien, as an efFe£);ual means of fubduing the rebels. 

Sir George Savile difTented from the queftion, from the fame 
motives that had hidierto eccafioned him to vote againft go-: 
vernment on the American war ; faid, that the idea of con- 
vincing the Americans of their errors by their fwords at their 
throats, put him in mind of a paflage in Shakefpeare, where 
Lady Macbeth fays, 

** I will with wine and waflel fo convince, &c.'' 
That hi^ mind was fully made up upon the grand point in dif- 
pute, and though on the arrival of the latejoyful news he had 
fcen Waibington (hot, and hanged in effigy in the country 

where 
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ivhere he had been, which made him believe the prefent mea- 
fures had its advocates alfo out of doors, yet he would exprefii 
his deteftation of them, and wiihed, but for the honour of his 
friends, that his proteft might ftand iingle and alonfe upon the 
journals of the houfe. 

Mr. Adam fpoke next, upon the old ground in general, in 
defence of government, till he came to the matter of treaty 
with the rebels while in arms, to bring them back to depen* 
dence. This, he faid, led him to revert to hiftory, as an ho- 
nourable gentleman [Governor Johnftone] had done the pre- 
ceding night, when he begged them to confider the cafe of 
Oliver Cromwell, and afk themfelves, if he had been informed 
that matters were accommodated between the prince and par- 
liament, whether he would have gone back to dependence? 
Certainly not. — After paying Mr. Fox a compliment on the 
exercife of his talents, when he avoided perfonaliti^s, he con*. 
eluded by giving his hearty concurrence to the queftion. 

Mr. Fox defended himfelf, and infifted upon it, that, fo long 
as the freedom of debate remained, his arraigning the public 
conduA of a minifter could never be deemed perfonal ; that 
be had attacked the only man refponfible, the fecretary of ftate 
for American aiFairs, though he attempted to fcreen himfelf 
by faying, he was only one of the minifters who advifed the 
roeafure, for, in the conduct of the laft glorious war, who was 
refponfible but Lord Chatham ? Would the Duke of New- 
caftle, Mr* Legge, or the Chancellor, have been called to an 
account for the confequence of mifmanagement or ilUfucceflfes? 
No ! none but Mr. Pitt, the then Tecretary of ftate for the 
ibuthern department. He thanked the gentleman who fpoke 
laft, for the compliment he intended him^ and, in return, a(^- 
fured him he had more wit than Lucian or Swift, in bringing 
thofe oppofites into the fame point of view, which Mr. Addi- 
fen calls the teft of wit. He ridiculed his hiftorical proof of 
Croinwell, in inferring he would not have done a thing, be- 
caufe he had not done it. After this he replied to fome of the 
Attorney General's arguments, clearing fome miftakes re- 
fpe£ting his account of the enthufiafm of the treacherous re- 
bels in Canada, and then fat down after diflenting from the 
queflion. 

The Solicitor General replied to Mr. Fox; expreflcd his 
aftontfhment that the different fpeeehes ihould have flown (o 
Wide from the matter under immediate confideration ; faidy 
that not a tittle had been advanced againft the propofed aug- 
xneatation of the army and navy, in order to enforce the rigo- 
rous 
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rone meadires of another campaign, if found neceflary ; but 
tbat oppofitton had gone upon oth»r grounds in every refpedl 
fallacious iind abfurd. With refpe£l to the ceiTation of arms 
they propofed^ fuppofe an herald was fent to the rebel camp 
with fuch a propofition, and the Americans fhould refufe to 
comply with it, what muft be done ? Muft the Britifh troops 
lay on their arms and be beaten ? for both parties muft agree 
in that cefiation before it could poffibly take place. He theh^ 
in order to prove the rebels' intention of independence, faid» 
he' was informed by Mr. Morris, once governor of Penfylva- 
Ata, a man who appeared to him the beft acquainted with 
American matters of any he ever converfed with, that inde- 
ipendence was their general topic long before the breaking 
6utofthewar. As to unconditional fubmiffion, which had 
been bandied fo much about from the other fide of the Houfe^ 
it was impoffibie to treat with an armed force but on thofe 
terms; for fo long as that military force exifted, all treaty 
was ridiculous ; and here he produced, as a cafe in point, the 
very hiftorical circumftances which, though mentioned by Mr. 
Adam hypothetically, was in itfeif an hiftorical fa£l; and 
wondered how the acute and lively member who fpoke laft^ 
ihould be fo little conver(ant with the hiftory of ihofc times, 
^ not to know that the matters in difpute between Charles I. 
and his parliament were nearly adjufted, and that the finifhing 
firoke was about to be put to the treaty, when the very army 
which the parliament had themfelves raifed, denied the au- 
thority of their creators, and \addrejjing himfelfto the Speaker^ 
hurried your predcceffor, Sir, and his mace,- from the fenatc. 
After this he defended Lord George Germaine, and cenfured 
the pcrfbnal attack that had been made upon him* 

Mr. Rous and Mr. Burke fpoke likewife in the debate. 

The queftion was put a few minutes before 11 o'clock, 
when the Ayes for agreeing with the report were 175, and 
the Noes 47. 

November 22. 

The addrefs prefented. 

The bumble Addrejs of the Houfe of Commons .to the King, 

MoJI gracious Soveretgny 
We, your Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubiefls, the 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament afiembled, beg 
leave to return your Majefty the humble thanks of thi$ 
Houfe, for your moft gracious fpeeeh from the throne. 

Deeply 
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Deeply interefted iri evenr event which tends to Increafe 
Your Majefty's domeftic felicity, and impreffed with the 
livelieft fentiments oiF duty and attachment to the Queen ; 
we beg leave to offer to your Majefty our congratulati6ns 
on the birth of another princefs, and on her Majcfty's happy 
irecovery. 

We affure your Majefty, that we take a finccre part in the 
^confidence which your Majefty exprefles, that the conduft 
and courage of your officers, and the fpirit and intrepidity of 
your forces, both by fea and land, will, under the Divine 
rrovidence, be attended with important fuccefs. But at the 
fande tfme we entirely concur with your Majefty in thinking, 
that it is neceffary to prepare for fuch further operations as 
Future events, and the contingencies of the war, may render 
cxpedtent. And we learn, with much fatisfadtion, that your 
Majefty is for that purpofe purfuing the proper meafurcs for 
keeping your land forces complete' to the prefent eftablifh- 
ment. And whenever your Majefty fliall be pleafed to com- 
municate to us any new engagements, which you may have 
entered into for encreafing your military force, we .will take 
the fame into ouj: cordidcration. And we truft your Ma- 
jeftv wHl not be difappointed in the gracious fentiments 
which you entertain of the zeal and public fpirit of your 
faithful Commons. 

We are truly fenfible, that your Majefty's conftant care 
for the welfare of your people, and your generous concern 
for the happinefs of mankind, difpofe your Majefty to de- 
fire^ that the peace of Europe may not be difturbed : but we 
acknowledge, with equal gratitude, your Majefty's attention 
to the (ecurity of your kingdoms, and the proteftion of the 
cxtenfive commerce of your fubjefts, in having made a con- 
fiderable augmentation to your naval force, oii which the re- 
putation and importance of this nation muft ever principally 
depend. And we hear with the higheft fatisfadion, and rely 
with perfeft confidence on your royal declaration, that your 
Majefty will always be the faithful guardian of the honour 
of the Britifli crown. 

We beg leave to affure your Majefty, that we will without 
delay enter into the confideration of the fupplies for the en- 
fuing year ; and that we will cheerfully and effeSually pro- 
vide for all fuch expences as ftiall be found neceflary for the 
welfare and eflcntial interefts of thefe kingdoms, and for the 
vigorous profecution of the meafures in which we are enga- 
ged, for the re-cftabliflunent of that conftitucional fpbordi- 
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nation, which wc truft, with the blcffing of God, your Ma- 
jefty will be able to maintain through the feveral parts of 
your dominions. 

We acknowledge with equal gratitude and admiration 
your Majcfty's paternal declaration, that you will be ever 
watchful for an opportunity of putting a flop to the efTu- 
fion of the blood of your fubjeds, and the calamities of 
war. 

Permit us to afTure your Majcfly, that we cannot but ftill 
entertain a hope, that the difcernment of their true intereils^ 
the remembrance of the bleflings they once enjoyed, and the 
fenfe of their prefent fufFcrings under the arbitrary tyranny 
of their leaders, will induce the deluded and unhappy multi- 
tude to return to their allegiance, and will reanimate their 
hearts with a fpirit of loyalty to their Sovereign, and of 
attachment to their mother country. 

The gracious and condefcending manner in which your 
Majcfly expreflfes your dcfire, that you may be enabled to 
rcflore peace, order, and confidence, to your American co- 
lonies, cannot h\\ of endearing your MsLjeRy to the hearts 
of all your fubjedls : and we afTure your Majefty, that when 
this great work can be accomplifhed, and fettled on the true 
principles of the conflitution, your Majefly may depend on 
the mofl zealous concurrence and fupport of your faithful 
Commons. 

His Majejlys Anfwer. 
Gentlemen^ 
I return you my hearty thanks for this dutiful addrefs. 
The afFeSionate part you take in the happy recovery of 
the Queen, and the increafe of my family, is highly ac- 
ceptable to me. 

The fleady and zealous fupport of my faithful Commons, 
will, I trufl in God, enable me to put an end to this unhappy 
rebellion. Whatever ftrength you (hall place in my hands, 
flxall be employed only for the good of my people, and the 
welfare of my kingdoms ; and be afTured, that I wifh for 
fuccefs in this great national caufe for no other purpofe but 
that it may enable me to reflore peace and happinefs to all 
my fubje£ts« 

November 24. 
No debate. 

November 25. 
No debate. 

November 
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November 0,6. 

The jfttorney General [Mr. Thurlow] obferved, that an. 
aft paffed in the courfe of the laft feffion, entitled, *' An 
a£t for impowering his Majefty to fecure and detain perfons 
guilty or fufpefted of committing the crime of high treafon 
in America, or on the feas, or of the crime of piracy," 
would expire on the firft of January 1778: that the fame 
caufe which made the law at firft nectfTary flill continued, , 
naiiiely, the rebellion in America; and that he therefore 
1 meant now to move for JLeave to tring in a bill for the further 
continuance of the faid law for a limited time. 

Mr. Baker faid, that the law nowpropofed to be further con- 
tinued muft have had fome objedts in viiew when it was pafled.. 
It was with great relu6lance he would at any time confent to 
the fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus aft, that great fecurity 
of public freedom and petfonal liberty. There were cir- 
cumftances, however, in feafons of great national danger and 
public exigency, which neverthelefs had called for the par- 
ticular interference of the legiflature, and might again juf^ 
tify fuch fufpenfion. He never thought the prefent pro- ' 
pofed bill entitled to any fuch public or parliamentary fane* 
tion 5 yet, if it were, experience muft be the beft proof 
whether thofe appearances were well founded. On this 
ground, therefore, he (hould be glad to know from the ho- 
nourable and learned mover, in what inftances the powers, 
which had now for full nine nionths been delegated, were 
exercifed, and what were the evils they prevented or reme- 
died ? If none could be ftated, in his opinion, it would be 
equally wanton and unnecefTary to continue them, and be a 
dangerous precedent in time td come. 

Mr. Burfe coincided with his honourable friend in his ge- 
neral, reafoning, and further obferved, that the bill was of 
the moft extraordinary texture ; nor were its operations, 
if they could be called by that appellation, lefs fo. Here is 
a bill, which is to operate in every part of the BritiQi em- 
pire, againft pirates, or perfons fufpefted of treafon. Your 
generals on the other fide of the Atlantic have eftabliflied a 
public cartel, fuch as is agreed to, with an alien enemy, for 
the exchange. of prifoners. It is no general light furmife or * 
loofe affertion ; we find your commanders aftually preffing 
Mr. Walhington to a faithful performance of this cartel: 
we are informed of a correfpondenee between a Mr. Hiit- 
chinfon, Lord Cornwallis, Mr. Walhington, &c. in which, 
the ^rue fpiril of the cartel is controverted ^ but not its ex« 
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iilencf^ nor a profefled un^llingnefs on either fi<k, to conr^ 
ply whh it. What do we behold on the other ? (I do not 
with to ftate fads from general reports ; if I am wrong, I 
truft the learned gentleman will fet me right.) Why a di- 
rcdt contrary conduct in Europe ? Lord Stormont, his Ma- 
jefty's minifter at the French court, giving a very lofty an- 
fwer to the American delegates reiiding there. He tells 
them, when they propofe a fimilar carte) to that fettled in 
America, in Europe, and an exchange of prifoners in confe- 
quence of it, *'I never 'treat with rebels, unlefs to receive 
fubmiiHon." I do not find fault with this anfwer ; it 
was becoming the reprefentative of a great nation ; but I 
mention it only to (hew the inconfiftency of adminiftration^ 
«r at leaft their divided opinions and condu£l upon the fame 
fobjeft. Is rebellion in Europe different in its nature from 
what it is in America ? Are our fubje£ls in America taken 
with arms in their hands, the lad ftage of reflflance to the 
civil power, to be treated as fair, open, alien enemies ? and 
is the mere fufpicion of the fame crime in Europe to be 
treated with ail the rigour due to a£b of the mod deliberate 
and inveterate treafon ? I fufpe6l this bill is only to fave ap- 
pearances. Has any man been brought to judgn>ent ? Has 
any man been conviiSied or difcharged? 1 have heard of 
none. The condu<3 of admtniftration. is, in my opinion^ 
prcpofterous and abfurd. The bill is unneceflary. It creates 
a power to confine people, who in the end mufl come in un- 
der the faith of a cartel. Either, therefore, let the bill ex- 
pire, or prefer ve fomething like an uniformity of condud^, 
by diflblving the cartel. 

The Attorney General [Mr.ThurlowJ replied, that when 
the bill was pafTed, a ncceffity exifted. The fame motives 
ftill continued. It Was to hold perfons in certain fituations, 
oi prevent miichiefs arifing from adts, which in mofl cafes 
muft firom their nature be otherwife accompanied with im- 
punity. This, however, was not the time to difpute the 
propriety of the propofed law : the motion was only for 
leave ; when tt came in the form of a bill, that would be 
the proper time for the honourable gentlemen to make their 
objeftions. 

Mr. Baker faifd, that the crown had afked for powers, and 
obtained them ; but he had not learned- that they were ex- 
ercifed in any one inftance ; but in confining perfons, and 
obliging them to fuffer a fpecies of imprifonment, no lefe 
rigorous, cruel, and unpretedented, than difgraceful to the 
cfaaraAer and huro;mity of the Englifh nation/ The mife- 

ries 
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ries thofe people, now ihut up in the feveral gaols of the 
kingdom, fufiered, he had heard, were intolerable. He 
cmphatiadiy defired to know the reafon, why th^y had not 
been brought to their trials, bailed, or difcharged? and oh- 
fcnred, there was a paiTage in the fpecch, of the laft feffion, 
which promifed, that the laws ihould be faithfully carried 
into execution; [Clerk ordered to read it.] but that, in the 
anfwer to the fpeech from that Houfe, no notice was taken of 
that pafTage. 
. Motion agreed to. 

Mr. Buller^ I move, that 60,000 men be employed for 
the fea fervice, for the year 1778, including 1 1,829 marines. 
The number of (hips of war to be employed is 263. [Stops. 
Pefired to eriter into particulars.] In the Medirerranean two 
i|.th rates, two 6th rates, two floops, and 1,200 feamcn. 

The Jitomey General [Mr. Thurlow] objcSed. He faid 
it would be very improper to let our enemies kilow our par* 
ticular weaknefs or ftrength ; tliat, if a rupture fhould htip- 
pen, it would difclofe our whole plan of military enterprizp ; 
and would inftruft our enemies,- if they entertained any 
hoftiie intentions, which he was willing to believe they did 
not, to aflail us in the weakeft part. So many veflels, of fo 
many guns and fo many men, ftationed here ; and fo many 
more there ; what was that, but plainly pointing out the very 
fecrets which are of moft importance, and conftitute the 
very foul of military enterprize ? He was certain, the ho- 
fiourable member in ofSce had miftaken the honourable gen- 
tleman who called for the explanations. It muft be diftribu- 
tion, not detail, the latter defired. 

Colonel Barre complained that the Houfe fliould be called 
upon to vote a fupply fo uncommonly great, without offi- 
cial information refpea:inff the prefent ftate and ftrength of 
the navyv He thought Parliament had a right to know, as 
well what they were voting. for, as that they were voting. 
fie pbiferved, that the gentleman who moved the committee 
was proceeding to fatisfy the Houfe ; but was flopped by 
fome invifible power or fiidden fuggeftion, juft as he had in- 
formed the committee that we had -263 (hips and veficis of 
war. The learned gentleman was, he acknowledged, partly 
right, if he dreaded any information coming out which 
might be injurious to the nation ; not but he was juftified in 
having the queftion anfwered in the very terms the honoura^ 
ble gentleman in office feemed ready and willing to do. On 
the other hand, if the learned gentleman oieant to give a 
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preference to the mode firft adopted, that of telling the 
Houfe that we had 263 (hips of War in commiffion, inftead of 
even telling us the diftribution of them, and wifhed the 
Houfe to be put ofF with this grofs account, he fhould 
certainly take the fenfe of the committee on it. He was 
authorifcd to fay, fuch a procedure was contrary to the 
known rules and ufages of Parliament ; and trufted, how-r 
ever compliant the Houfe was upon every matter relative to 
the American war, it would never endure fuch a refufal^ 
without properly animadverting upon it. He obferved, that 
the very (ame gentleman, who was now interrupted in his de- 
tail, had uniformly heretofore given it, whenever defired; 
and he remembered that King William, with a magnanimity 
that does his memory honour, in one of his fpeeches to that 
Houfe, fpeakin^ of a naval expedition, to the court of France, 
■which mifcarried, fo far from concealing his intentions, pro- 
mifed that he would make a fimilar attempt the very next 
year. 

The Attorney. General faid there might be policy in that ; 
that he did not wifli to hold back any information, confident 
with the fafety of the motion. He acknowledged his own ig- 
norance of fuch affairs, and he only took it up as a matter of 
ftate ; nor had he any objedion whatever to the honourable 
gentleman iin office proceeding as he thought proper ; but, by 
what had fallen from the gentleman who preffed the detail, he 
underftood that the diftribution only was what he fought. 

Mr. Burke remarked, with great feverity, upon the attempts 
now made to hold back every thing which had the leaft ap* 
pearance of information. 

Lord -A/W^r^zi^ fupported the objeflien of his learned friend. 
, He treated the conduft of King William as a condudl: not at 
all applying to the prefent fubjevSl matter of debate. He faid 
the magnanimity and candour attributed to that monarch by 
the firft gentleman who fpoke, was the effedl of policy, not of 
magnanimity ; it was done, moft probably, to miflead his 
enemies, not to put them on their guard, and into a ftate of 
preparation. He faid, to be fure it was a matter of no confe- 
quence. The French are well acquainted with our force, and 
its particular diftribution : he was glad they knew it : he be- 
lieved it was the beft fccurity for a continuance of their pacific 
difpofition?. 

Mr. T.Luttrell fpoke ftrongly againft the attempt, which he 
faid was made to infult the Houfe. The French know the 
ftate of our navy, but Parliament muft not. He obferved, 

that 
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that there were other better reafons than thofe affigned by thp 
learned gentleman who firft ftarted the objedion. They 
would be found not to be reafons of ftate, unlefs a conceal- 
ment of what Parliament ought to know could be maintained 
Co be fo. 

Lord Mulgravexok^ and was deviating from the fubjeft, and 
alluding to fomething which had fallen from the laft honoura-* 
b!e gentleman ; but was called to order by Mr. T. Town- 
fhend, who obferved, that the matter adverted to by the noble 
Lord was totally foreign to the fubjed of debate. 

The Attorney General indfted, that it grew out of the matter, 
and therefore was not diforderly ; that the queftion before the 
committee was, whether fuch information was prudent and 
neceflary ? The honourable gentleman ftated his reafons why 
he thought it Was, and the noble Lord who was interrupted 
was proceeding to combat thofe reafons. 

Lord Mulgrave rofe again, and infifted that he was within 
order ; that there was no queftion of order before the Houfe, 
and however high an opinion he might entertain of the right 
honourable member's parliamentary knowledge, he looked 
upon himfelf perfedtly juftified in what he faid. 

Mr. T. Townjhend rejoined, that the queftion fimply arofe, 
whether it was ufual and parliamentary to enter fuch details ; 
till that, therefore, was difpofed of, in that fingle point of 
view, no other could poifibly be entertained. If it was de- 
termined for the detail, then it would be time enough to ar- 
gue it upon the point of expediency ; it might, or it might 
not, be proper to depart from former ufage. 

Mr, Buller faid, he did not recoIle<9: it had been always 
ufaal, but he had no objeSion to proceed. 

Colonel Barre obferved, he was in the judgment of the Houfe 
whether he had fought any improper information. It was 
every day's praftice. The noble Lord in a high military office 
£Lord Barrington] would on that day fe'ennight, as ufual, not 
only give the grofs of the army, but their diftribution. So 
many in Great Britain, fo many in America, fo many in the 
Weft-Indies, Minorca, Gibraltar, and the coaft of Africa. 
Nay more, if called upon, he would inform the Houfe of 
the non-efFe£tive, the numbers in the hofpitals, &c. This, 
according to the learned gentleman's language, would not be 
barely diftribution, but would even difclofe and reveal the 
whole fecret and fpirit of military enterprize. He added 
there Was fomething in this condudi which had a Yery dark 
alarmbig appearance. It was narrow and full of deceit and 
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chicane ; it might ftand the teft ; but it looked, in its prefent 
afpcft, as intended to hide great wickednefs or great weaknefs. 

Sir Hugh PalUfer contended, that the detail fought by the 
honourable gentleman was unufual \ and denied that it ha<^ 
been given within his memory. As to the diflribution of the 
force, he was pcrfeflly fatisfied to have it ftated. But as to 
the a£lual ilate of the (hips, &c. it was never defired, nor 
could it be complied with at prefeqt, becaufe no returns had 
|)ccn received finc^ September laft. 

Hon. Temple Luttrell heg&n by obferving that his Majefty, 
in the fpecch from the throne, the firft day of the feiEon, had 
informed Parliament, " that he had thpught it advifeable tq 
make a confidcrable augmentation to the naval force ;" and 
the Commons, in their addrefs thereupon, ** acknowledge, 
with equal gratitude, his Majefty's attention to the fecuritjf 
of his kingdoms, and the proteflipn of the extenfive commerce 
of his fubjedls, in his having made a confiderable augmenta- 
tion to his naval force, on which the reputation and impor- 
tarice of this realm muft ever principally depend/' He did 
not find this augmentation of the naval force particularly |io« 
ticed in the addrefs of the other Houfe of rarliamentj he 
hoped and expefted fome one man belonging to the group of 
minifters facing him, who had a hand in the fpecch, or the 
noble Lord who moved the addrefs to the King, or any in-, 
telligent member of the large majority who voted for fuch ad* 
^refs, would rife Op and fhew to the Houfe what confiderable 
augmentation had actually been made in the royal fleet ; car^ 
rying, at the fame time, in his recollcdion, that 45,000 men, 
including marines, had been voted ahov^ a twelvemonth ago,' 
and paid for by the nation, at the rate of 4I. per montl^ 
each man, ever fince the firft of Jat^uary 1777. He pre- 
ilimed, that to convey ^he empty hulls of ftiipS| without any 
effential aiticle of military equipment, a few miles down a 
river, or into a dock, or alongfide any of the royal yards, 
could with as Ijttle propriety be deemed a confiderable aug- 
mentation of force, as the removal of ten or twelve thouiand 
iland of arms from the Tower to Whitehall, if his Majefty 
had no profpedl of being able to raife the men who were to^ 
ufe them. In former times, and till within thefe fixty ox 
feventy ypars laft paf]:, it was the uniform bufmefe of Par- 
liament to fpecify the rates of the fliips of war to be em- 
ployed, and the number of veflels of each diftin£l rate, Nov^ 
Indcfcj, tbat part of the nayal arrangement wa$ entru[fte4 
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wholly to the executive power of the ftate: yet, to com- 
miffion men of war for a cofti/, ufelefs parade, when they 
could not poffibly be feat to fea, was highly reprehenfible in 
the minifiers for our marine department. By Mr. LuttreU'$ 
calculation, the feamen and marines employed at this time 
in the naval fervice, fcarcely exceed the 45,000 provided 
by Parliament for the fervic^ of the current year; and 
he was fure it would be demonftrated, by the return^ 
lately moved for, that at Midfummer^ay iaft they were 
fewer by many thoufands than the number for which the 
nation had been charged. The fleet in America misht pof* 
fibly mufter about 14,000 men, and he would allow between 
five and 6000 more for the £aft and W^ft Indies, MMiiter* 
ranean (tation, difcoveries in the South feas, &c. Are there 
coniiderably more than 26,^100 men now employed at home 
for the defence of this country? If not, explain to Parliament 
wh^t is ipeant by the naval augmentation fp much applauded 
by the Houfe of Commons. 

He ^en iaid be had, upon a thorough and candid invefli- 
gatiou of the fubje£l, found that our prefent minifters for the 
important department of the navy, who commenced their 
much boafted adminiftration in error, prejudices, and fbameful 
proftitutions, continued it to this very-hour on principles of 
obftinacy, extravagance, and deceit. He would not trouble 
the Houfe with a tedious detail of trifling comfJaints, but 
endeavour to make {btne material obfervations upon the con- 
firuding, arming, manning and Rationing the fhips and vef- 
iels of the royal navy nOw in commiflion. The firft article^ 
which took in the materials for fhip-building, he ^ould fay 
yery little to at prefent j it would require a day of confide- 
fation entirely to iifelf ; and unlefs fome better method for 
|eafoning and preferving fhip-timber was fpeedily found out^ 
notwithftanding the illiberal reflections that had been repeat- 
edly caft on the noble Earl's predecefiibr in oflice for not 
having been more fuccefsful in his attention to this objedi, he 
would venture to predial ^h^t the men of war built within 
thefe Iaft feyen years would fcarcqly be longer-lived than thofe 
|)uilt by Lord Hawke, although the very advanced expence 
which had been allowed to the prefent Board for timber went 
|ar beyond all former precedents.* 

The Staten oak, for which the admiralty feems to have a 
yery ftrong partiality, and which, by very intelligent perfons, 
jus been often proved not to anf^i^er the purpofe^ to which 
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.they have applied it, is yet in ufe: (hips of the larger clafs 
have been repaired with that oalc, and it has failed. I an* 
credibly informed that the Mars, of 74 guns, found this tim- 
ber fo fpungy and unferviceable that, while riding at anchor 
in the Downs, (he was under the neceffity of quoining (or 
wedging) her guns, to prevent the bolts from drawing out; 
and where the Staten wood has been introduced to plank the 
decks of (hips of war, the rain has, in bad weather, oenc- 
trated through its pores and crevices ; and fometimes only on 
wa(hing the decks, the water has dript in, even to the ham- 
mocks in which the feamen fleep. 

With refpeft to arming your fleet, when the Houfe (hall 
examine into the government contra6ts for armed vcflcls, this 
fubjeft may, with propriety, be more dwelt upon. I (hall 
juft how exprefs my fatisfatSion, however, that the contradl 
for. Scotch cannon is at an end ; and thofe cannon are at 
length ordered to be converted into (hot. Perhaps, in the 
country where they are made, people know a fecret for firing 
them without burfting: with us, they have only ferved to kill 
our own failors, whofe ill fate it has been to be quartered at 
them. The manning of the royal navy is the grand point 
now immediately under your confideration. After every ex- 
ertion for two years, by bounties and lure of American cap- 
tures, to find feamen enough for the eftablifhments voted by 
Parliament, an imprefs was held necefTary. Whether a fai- 
lure of its fuccefs has or has not been owing fas was lately 
hinted at in another place) to a moft tender and lenient appli- 
cation of fueh extra-conftitutional and favage powers I will 
deliver my opinion thereupon before I fit down. 

When a very illuftrious fca-commander prefided at the 
admiralty in 1770, between the month of September in that 
year, and beginning of February following, there were com- 
pletely equipped and manned for war 35 (hips of the line. 
In 1755, when Lord Anfon prefided at the board, our im- 
prefs was rather more expeditious in its efFefts, or America 
had been long ago an appendage to France, without the in- 
duftry of the noble Earl and that of his coadjutors in carry- 
ing on this ruinous war, to render it fo by their opprefliou, 
their provoking national afperfions, and abominable dodirine^ 
unconditional fubmiffion. 

Your bounties procure few good feamen ; your prefs^war- 
rants, though enormoufly expenfive, fewer ftill; while great 
numbers arc daily defercing from your (hips and hofpital% 
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to commit robberies and murders in the interior counties; 
and this muft ever be the cafe, where men are kidnapped 
into a way of life they are perhaps totally uniit for, or with 
which they become difgufted. Neither humanity in the 
commanders of your men of war, nor a withholding of any 
arrear of pay, can tie them down to a continuance aboard 
beyond the hrft fair opportunity of efcaping. I am a^flured 
that 50 have lately defcrted from the Monarch while in dock, 
40 from the Hedtor, and 25 from the Worcefter; fix of thefe 
are confined at Winchefter for felonies, and there are two 
committed to Exeter gaol on a charge of murder. 

We have been confidently afiured by the moft exalted 
n^val chara£ier in another public aifembly [Lord Sandwich] 
that there are thirty-five fhips of the line, with their fuU 
war complements, ready to put to fea. Notwithftandirtg the 
ftamp of fiich high credit and dignity, I will defy the gentle^- 
men of the admiralty who hear me, to produce a lift of 
twenty Ihips of the line out of the thirty- five, fit to put to 
fea, with their war efiablifhment aboard ; I mean according 
to the laft weekly accounts fent in. You have forty-two of 
the line, we are told, in commifEon; that feven of thefe 
being lately taken in hand, have but very few feamen ; that 
the aforefaid thirty-five have 18,173. Now, Sir, your fix 
men of war out of the thirty-five carrying ninety guns, two 
men of war of eighty, and twenty of (even ty- four guns each, 
difpofe entirely of the aforefaid number, allowing but their very 
lowed war complement. 

That the Ardent, Bedford, and other (hips are well manned, 
I readily admit: but what is the ftrength, or rather weaknefs, 
of the Refolution, Terrible, and half a fcore of the reft ? Let 
us confider the IJate of the Worcefter, a fhip which has been 
many years in comraiffion, and I fuppofe was as well equipped 
for fervice as the others, or (he would fcarcely have been 
chofen to go abroad laft* fummer with the governor of Gib- ' 
raltar. Being a fixty-four gun (hip, {he ought to have had 
five hundred men, yet fhe failed with but three hundred. and 
cighty-feven, and fhe could never have been manoeuvred, had 
flie not quartered and guarded her American prifoners \ only 
eight men properly qualified to do duty on the forecaftle could 
he found, out of her whole crew, for each watch; and when 
Ihe returned home with General Boyd, one hundred and 
feven were fent to the hofpital. I am well afTured, that of 
^e remainder about otle hundred were fitter for Greenwich 
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Ko^ital than for duty. This Worcefter man of war em* 
fioycd the Sweepftakes tender^ at a /charge 0/ between fix 
and feyen hundred pounds per annuia, to imprefs hands^ and 
i^er iwo cruizes in the channel got one man only. 

We are however comforted with an afTurance from govern- 
mentf that the Britiib 6eet is far more powerful in its prefent 
jConditiOQ t))an thie combined naval force of the houfe of 
|3<Hirbon»' I think the falvation of this empire depends upon 
our foon finding the means to render it fo; but I am confident 
k cannot be done by the prefent CommiiHoners of the Admie 
raity wijh their prefs-warrants and neyer-ending fervitude. 
Is it to be fuppofed that the minifters of Paris, or the Ame- 
rican plenipotentiaries at the French court, are ignorant of 
the I'eal ftate of yoi^r navy? Or that thefe official impofitions 
fabricatied near Whitehall, have any better operation than the 
deluding j|nd lulling into a fatal fecurity the infatuated part of 
our owa feUow-fubje£):s ? Believe me, Sir, it can never be. 
The Spaniards at the port of Carthagena are able to fend out^ 
within three weekS| twelve or thirteen fail of the line of battle, 
at Cadiz fourteen or fifteen fail, and at leaft eight or nine at 
Ferret* The French at Toulon might furnifh fourteen or 
fifteen, an^j ^t Breft and Rochfort feventeen or eighteen fhips 
of the line. Their regifters will inft^tly afford to that 
amount of ieafoned and able mariners. Now, (bouid the 
tourts of Madrid and Verfailles chufe to detach combined 
fquadrons to the Eaft and Wefl-Indies from their Mediter- 
ranean departments, and keep their men of w^r in the ports of 
the Bay of Bifcay, ready prepared for home and channel fer- 
vice, andjuft in die neighbourhood of thefe iflands, dare you 
with that formidable land-army, which the French have on 
thecoafis of Normandy, Piccardy, and French Flanders, 
while Great Britain and Ireland are utterly defencelefs as to 
Iand-troops-*Dare ypu, I fay, attempt to fend out a naval 
armament fufficient to prote<5): yoi^r iflands and fettlements 
abroad«-to fecure your trade — to fave Lord Howe's fleet of 
frigates and fmall craft — to cover Gibraltar and Mahon-— ' 
and at the fame tiipe to cruize againfl the commerce of the 
enemy? You know it is impoffible. Great Britain, united 
with America, is, I admit, more than a match at (ea for th^ 
French and Spaniards joined together; but, with your Ame- 
rican colonies allied to thofe powers, we mull, with all the 
faeroifm of our officers and feamen, inevitably be crui}|ed iq 
the conBiSt. 
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Suppofe you have, at this moment, for the protei^ion of theTe 
realms 26,000 men aAually employed, dedu& the commiffion 
and warrant officers, marines, fer vants, carpenters and gunners 
cjrews, widows^men, &c. how many will remain ? Perhaps about 
4500 able and 4500 ordinary feamen. That part of your crews 
properly called landfmen may be 6000 in addition, and the 
major part under the laft denomination are but poor wretches 
indeed ! A word to the Jenity of the imprefs: Was it notex« 
crted with fuch rigour on the river Thames, and its neighbour- 
hood, that your outward-bound autumnal fleets have been in 
general cruelly diftreffed for want of hands ? In fome of the 
didant and inland parts even landfmen have not been fpared ; 
eight were prefled out of an harveft field in the weft of £ng* 
land, not one of which had ever ufed the fea. Will any pre* 
rogative lawyer in the Houfe get up and maintain the legality 
of fuch an ^St as this f Is there afcalping, tomi^hawking advo- 
cate of the prefent bloody-minded men in oflice facing me, that 
will declare fuch executions of the imprefs-warran(s to be 
juftified on any principle of our law and conftitudon, or even 
by that old fupplemental plea of a pretended flate-neceffity? 
We have feen third*rate men of war cruizing in the chops of 
the Channel and Irifh feas, while convoys of 100 fail and up« 
wards have been prote6):ed only by fmall floops and armed 
merchantmen. 

After what I have delivered upon thefe matters at large to 
the Committee, I wguld not be fuj^fed to give my nega- 
tive to an augmentation of the naval force ; we mull have a, 
much ftronger fleet, or the nation will tremble for its jeopardy, 
and I verily believe its exiftence. But, Sir, there will, in the 
courfe of tne winter and fpring months, be a very large defi- 
ciency to fupply, occafioned by deaths, defertions, and natural 
infirmities.. Begin by completing your numbers, if pradi- 
cable, (which I mucn ddubt before May or June next at 
fooneft) to 55,000; let the nation pay for no more till thefe 
are bona fide in your employ; it will be then time enough, if 
the councils of nate, from the complexion of foreign politics, 
ihall find it requifite to add fix thoufand more and complete 
the eftabliihment to 6o,ooo. But, Sir, I (hould think it 
fcandaloufly and atrocioufly improvident in us now to vote fup-. 
plies for paying 60,000 men at 4I. per month each man; the 
faid allowance to government fully to commence from the firft 
of January 1778, which is only five weeks, hence. I can 
guefs how wen the miniftry will dtfpofe of the furplus money, 
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by looking into the ordinary and extraordinary charges for late 
years; befidesi you muft foon recall moil of the frigates in 
America as unferviceable, and commiflion Icorcs of other fri- 
gates, the building of which is not very far advanced. I am at 
prefent for a fupply equal to 50,000 men only, at the utmoft. 

Colonel Barre faid, it was very extraordinary that fo much 
reluctance (hould.be fhewn about what already was contained 
in the papers now on the table. And does the honourable 
gentleman in office tell us that there have been no returns 
fince September laft ? Surely, before we proceed a ftep farther, 
we fhould be informed of the real caufe of this inexcufable 
negleS. I always underftood that the returns were received 
weekly. 

. Sir Hugh PaUifer replied, that the returns he meant, were . 
thofe from America, and the feveral diftant ports. 

Mr. iSa&r then proceeded, obferving, that he underdood 
that the gentlemen on the other fide of the houfe feemed 
contented with the diftribution only, and the grofs numbers 
of men. He faid, there were one fourth-rate, two fifth-rates, 
four iixth-rates, fix floops, and two fchooners, at. Jamaica;* 
and one fourth-rate, and four floops, on their way thither, 
in all twenty-three vefTels, manned by 3100 feamen and 
marines, [jfgain interrupted,} That at the Leeward -iflands, 
there were eight vefTels, and 1200 men; that on difcoveries, 
there were two veflTels, and 480 men ; that in America under 
Lord Howe, there were 93 fhips, fix of the line of battle, 
and 87 frigate^ &c. and 17,685 men; at Newfoundland 10 
vefTels and 1345 feamen; and that there were at home, 42 
ihips of the line, 35 of which were completely manned, and 
52,397 feamen ; and that our whole naval force con fi fled of 
54 fliips of the line, all manned but feven, and 205 frigates, 
&c. and 53^872 men, marines included. 

Mr, Bayley faid, that having confiderable connexions with 
the ifland of Jamlica, he was furprized to hear the honour- 
able gentleman from the admiralty afTert, that there were iS 
men of war on that flation, and five others on their pafTage 
thither, containing 3100 feamen, when, by the latefl advices 
from thence, he was informed that the inhabitants had applied 
to the admiral for a convoy, who replied he could not then 
grant one, on account of the weak fituation of his fquadron 5 
nor could he fix any time for doing it, until he was reinforced 
with more fhips from England, fo that it was impoflible 
there could be any j^hing like 18 men of war on that ftation^ 
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and as to the five which were faid to be on their pailage to 
Jamaica, not one of them had yet left Portfmouth. He 
faid, the fad, to his own knowledge, was, that there were 
only five or fix vefTels of war on the Jamaica Ration, and 
which were all floops of very fmall force, except the Ante- 
lope and one frigate; fo that to judge of the flate of the 
navy from the honourable gentleman's exaggerated account 
of the Jamaica flation, muft give the Houfe a melancholy 
idea of it. Mr. Bayley called on the gentleman to men- 
tion the names of thofe twenty- three men of war [which 
he declined] and faid, that he would, on any day, prove there 
were not half the number; and fo fure he was of it, from 
the many accounts he had received, that he was ready, and 
then offered to lay Mr. Duller twenty-three guineas, or 
twenty-three hundred guineas, that he could not prove half 
the numjber of vefTels of war to be on that flation ; or that 
thofe that were there contained half the 3100 men; and his 
reafon, he faid, for propofing fuch a wager was, that he 
thought the lofs would be a jufl punifhment upon him who 
was guilty of the wrong afTertion, [Mr. Buller, in reply, 
faid, he would not accept his wager, j Mr. Bayley then 
fslid, that the few men of war that were at Jamaica afforded 
the ifland very little protection, they being chiefly employed 
in cruizing off Hifpaniola for prizes, and left the ifland to 
the ravage of American privateers, who were conftantly in- 
fulting the coafl, particularly the north fide, and had cut 
veflels out of many of its ports, which had induced the in- 
habitants to fit out armed vefTels in their own defence. 

Mr. Buller entered more fully into detail, relative to the 
home defence. As to the deficiencies, fo much relied upon 
by the lafl honourable gentleman, he prefumed there were 
none ; but if there were, the prefent mode of informing the 
Houfe differed in nothing from what was ufual. There 
were regular returns of the men, muftered and bore, which 
always &ewed the real difference between thofe in pay and 
fuch as were wanting, which returns were figned by the cap- 
tain. Thefe returns flill came further authenticated, by the 
mafter of the checque at each yard, whofe bufinefs it was 
to fee that juflice was done to the fcrvice. He entered into 
a conflderation of feveral other particulars, m reply to Mr. 
Luttreil, to fhew, that, inflead of a deficiency, there were 
now on the books 9000 men more than the vote of the lafl 
feffion provided for; and 1 0^000 at the beginning of the 
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year, Ac numbers borne on the firft of January 1777 ^^^S 
38,000, inftead of 28,0005 and in SeptemUfer lalt 54,000 
inftead of 45,000: and that, fo far from the nine months 
prefs being ineffe&ua], and not producing more than three 
or four thoufand, as had been afierted by the honourable 
gentleman, it adually, as had been now ftated, produced 
upwards of 1 5,000 men* 

Sir Hugh Pallifer went over a great deal of the fame 
ground; and affirmed, as an officer and an official man, 
that we had thirty-five (hips of the line; were an overmatch 
both for the prefent, and in point of preparation, for the 
united power of the houfe of Bourbon. He attacked Mr. 
Luttreil on his account of the Spanifii na>fy, charging htm 
with ignorance of the fubjefl:, and faid, if the honourable 
gentleman's aflertions were founded in truth, that we had no 
more than twenty men of war of the lir.e aSually ready to 
face an enemy, he need not have employed fo much time to 
prove, that France and Spain meant to attack us; for the 
fa£k would be, that they would have already done it. 

JjoxAMulgrave anfwered Mr. Luttreil. He faid, as a proof 
of the injudicious condud of the French and Spaniards, and 
how much our mode of preffing was fuperior to their re- 
gifters, that no merchantmen from any port of France or 
Spain could be fitted out or procure hands, but by the 
permiffion of government. The captains or mafters were 
obliged to apply to the Bureau^ an office or board fomewhat 
anfwering to the defcription of our Cuftom-houfe; there, 
be faid, they received not fuch hands as they chofe, or knew 
were able feamen, but fach as the Bureau pleafcd; the feamen 
being all* retained by the King, who generally took care to 
keep the moft (kilful and expert. He informed the Houfe 
of a particular fadt, which came within his own knowledge^ 
when out on his laft cruize. He met with a French trading 
vefiel in imminent didrefs ; he gave her all the affiftance in 
his power, without which (he muft have perifhed. After 
ihe had been fet to rights, the mafter came aboard him, and 
be aflced him how it happened, when he had thirty-two men 
aboard, that he came through mere want of {kill and ability 
to be driven to fuch ftraits? ** Becaufe (replied the 
Frenchman) I have had my hands fromi the Bureau, who 
gave me fuch as they pleafed, the very refufc; and kept all 
the good feamen for the ufe of the royal navy.'* Indeed the 
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truth 1$) that every man there^ if the expreffion itaay he al- 
lowed, is prefied in his mother's womb; maritime diftridf 
within a certain diftance of the coaft are fubjeA to the regu- 
lations of the regifter ; and the inhabitants are of courfe en- 
rolled, and liable to be called upon, when fit for fervlce, to go 
aboard the king's fhips. 

His Lordfhip befides contended, that the thirty^five of the 
line were much fuperior to the whole naval force the houfe- 
of Bourbon were able to fend forth, at any (hort notice; that 
though they had many able fea-^of&cers, who in the beginning 
exerted themfelves, at length it always was, and always would 
be the cafe, that they muft fink and give way to our fuperior 
&ill and naval power. They had frequendv the advantage 
io the beginning, but, in the future progreis of their naval 
q>erations, proved always unequal. 

He complained of the infidelity of the "honourable gen- 
tleman who fpoke fo fully on the fubje6t ; and faid, it put 
him in mind of the fceptic philofopher, who denied the 
exiftence of motion, at the moment he got up and walked 
acrofs the room. He cenfured Mr. Luttrell's not mentioning 
the officer of the prefs-gang who took the landfmen. Witn 
regard to the rottennefs of the (hips, he faid, the fa£t bad now 
no exiftence ; indeed, when it was found neceflary to arm 
about fix or feven years ago, feveral (hips, which had been 
built at the clofe of the laft war on a violent emergency, were 
found decaying; but this had long ago been redified; and he 
averred, that the honourable member might go through Eu* 
rope, and not fee thirty-five fhips of the line in all their portt 
by any means equal to thofe now mentioned. As to the 
French, he had no doubt individually they would do every 
thing men ought to do ; but France, as a maritime country^ 
was in every refpeA defpicable with refpe£l to this ; that, to 
be fure, its early efforts were feafonable and fpirited, but a^er- 
wards it gradually' fell ofF, till its maritime force dwindled 
into nothing; whereas this country grew progreffively 
ftronger, and, he trufted^ would ever bid defiance to any naval 
power that (hould oppofe it. 

His Lord(hip oppofed different parts of Mr.Luttrell's 
fpeech one againft another* He faid, that the honouraUe 
member firft decried the fever ity of naval commanders, as 
the caufe of frequent defertion ; and in the fame breath com- 
plained of a great defertion, caufed by the indulgence of a 
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commtnAa^ in giving his men liberty to go on (hore. 
Though no n^me had been jKnentioned, his Lordfliip laid, the 
MrTon alluded to (for he hated charges without names) waii 
Captain Rowley, of the Monarch, a humane, good officer, 
vho did not choofe to make his crew flaves ; and that the 
defertion complained of produced a good cfF^St : the health 
^ the reft was preferved by it, as the fervice was freed from 
a number of men not to be depended on. As to impreffing 
the harveft-men, they were perhaps feamen } if they were not^ 
Ihere was a remedy for them at law. He hated to make a 
charge, and conceal the name of the offender. It was traof^ 
ferriDg the imputation from particulars to general^, by a new. 
siode of logic— >a fea officer had committed an ofiFence^-^a fea 
officer is any fea officer-^any fea officer is every fea officer i 
grgoj the whole navy is guilty of the charge imputed to an in- 
dividual amongft them. This fingle argument will ierve as 
an inftance of his mode of reafoning. 

The Hon, T. Luttrell anfwcred the laft noble Lord with 
ereat afperi^s fpoke much of infolence and indecency; and 
|iid, be could always find his \^y to and from the HoviSa 
cKrefl; and if any thing improper, or which required ex-> 
planation, had fallen from him, or (hould hereafter efcape 
him, he was always to be found, and ready to be r^fponfi* 
ble for it. He faid, he was liable to error as well as other 
men ; but never aflerted any thing which he did not believe 
to be true.. He obferved, that the noble Lord was as ht 
and merry as he was zealous* He could eafily account for his 
seal, from his connexions with the firft Lord of the admi* 
ralty ; but after every thing the noble Lord aflerted to the 
eontrary, he defied any official man prefent to rife and (ay, 
^at the whole of our feamen appointed to the manning of 
the line of battle fhips, would furniih, for adual fervice^ 
twenty men of war of the line with the proper war comple* 
ment. He was fure they would not. There were, by the 
accounts from the two honourable members over the way 
{Sir Hugh Pallifer and Mr. Buller] twenty-two feventy- 
fours, and feven fecond-rates, in the number, including the 
Foudroyant, which, though only carrying eighty-four guns, 
would require to be manned as a fecond-rate: he inhfted» 
therefore, that 20>ooo feamen were little more than fufficient 
to man the twenty 74 gun (hips, and feven upon the eftablifh* 
ment of fecond-rate men of war. He charged the noble Lord 
, . . with 
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with great difingenuitv, in mifreprefenting what he faid, rela« 
tive to the defercion of the men from on board the Monarchy 
the Hedor, and the Worcefter. As to the Monarch, the 
right honourable member had endeavoured to ftretch a re* 
ladon of a mere matter of hSt to an imputed cenfure of the 
commander. Captain Rowley. He never meant any fuch 
thing ; he was as ready to give that worthy officer credit for 
his humanity a<; the noble Lord ; but he mentioned it only 
to (hew the diflike to the fervice which prevailed, and the 
great want of men in confequence of that diflike. 

The Hon. James Luttrell rofc, to defend his brother on a 
point of feamanfhip, which Lord Mulgrave had brought no 
argument againft, but with a laugh treated as ridicuioufly 
erroneous, and fitter for a landfman than a feamari to have 
cxpreflsd. He ftated the fad as related by his brother, and 
then defied the noble Lord, as a feaman and an officer, to 
lay it was erroneous ; that, on the contrary, it was a proof 
that his honourable relation was circumftantially informed of 
the (ads he had aflerted, and was willing to fatisfy officers lA 
the Houfe as well as other reprefentatives, that he fpoke from 
indifputable information, obfcrving, that cannon which were 
only fecure when quoined down were unfit for aclion, as in 
all engagements they mufl depend on tbf fecurity of the ring- 
bdts and foundnefs of the timber which held them, and if 
they proved defedive it was no laughable matter : but he 
attributed the pleafantry which the Houfe had joined the 
noble Lord in, to ignorance of the fubterfuge his Lordfhip 
had availed himfelf of, when, evading grounds of argument, he 
depended on the credit oi the uniform he wore, a& of fuffici- 
ent weight to contradiA ever fuch home-truths when brought 
by a landfman in charge againft the management of the 
navy. 

Hs explained the bubble-bet between [Mr. Buller] a Lord 
of the admiralty and another member, whether or not tKere 
were twenty-three (hips of war for the protedion of the 
ifland of Jamaica and the trading vefl^ls, obferving that 
there is great want of candour in the admiralty when they 
reprefent men of war of flxty guns and paltry fchooners of 
• few fwivds under the fame idea of magnitude, for the 
protedion of Jhat ifland and its trade againft the enemy : 
that no veflels^with fewer than three maflrs were properly 
termed ibips \ therefore no proof could poffibly be given of 
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i% PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

t\venty-three (hips of war appointed for the Jamaica ftation 
by any admiralty papers whatfoever. 

Lord Mulgrave (aid, he was proud to be confidered by die 
honourable gentleman in the light of a friend; difclaimed 
any intention of mifreprefenting' the honourable gentleman's 
relation's words, or of taking any advantage of his ignorance 
of naval affairs; and, befides, gave the fuUeft and moft will- 
ing teftimony to the profeffional merit and abilities of the 
gentleman who lad fpoke. He did not think it quite candid^ 
to impute any motives to any man which he did not acknow- 
ledge; becaufe the right to recriminate being undoubted, 
iuch charges could determine nothing on one fide or the other. 
He denied that he took any unfair advantage of the honourable 
gentleman's relation [T.LutUell] on account of his igna» 
ranee in technical expreffion ; and as for the explanation now 
given, in order to clear up the matter concerning the fup- 
pofed rottennefs of the Mars, and her inability to carry her 
guns, however capable the honourable gentleman might be, 
as a profeffional man, there was nothing offered by him on 
the fubjed, that was not known to every perfon in the leaft 
convcrfant in naval affairs. 

Mr. Jdam rofe to juftify the Scotch cannon from the 
calumny that had beep thrown upon it ; faid, he was a propri- 
etor of the foundry ; that, though an accident had happened, 
and their pieces were refufed here, they now ferved moft 
ftates abroad with them, and gave fuch {atisfa(^ion as he 
hoped would enable them to regain their credit with the Bri- 
tiih ordnance. 

Mr. T, Townjhend ob^e&ed to the motion, in the fimple 
principle, that it was in (upport of a war that he detefted and 
abhorred. He then launched into a review of the conduft 
of adminiflration refpe£ting the cenfure they threw during the 
laft fummer on the officers commanding in America : vindi- 
cated the condud of Sir Guy Carleton ; faid, he had been dif* 
honourably fuperfeded ; that he knew the worth of that great 
and gallant officer; that General Wolfe, previous to hit 
embarking for Quebec^ exprefled his happinefs to him [Mr. 
Townihend] in having fo able a man as Mr. Carleton his 
quarter-mafter general ; addingi '^ If he (hould fall, I wifli 
not to furvive him." 

He blamed the objed of the war, as well as the mode of 
profecuting it, and declared, he would not vote a man to- 
wards the carrying on fo unjuft and impolitic a war by fo 

weak 
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weak an adminiftration. He laid much in praife of the ofS« 
cers commanding our forces in America, and cenfured mi« 
niftry for treating their condudi: flightingly for fome months 
paft,' by caudng them to be cenfured by their writers in the 
public prints, or, at leaft, conniving at fuch unmerited 
flander. He infifted, that in cafe France (hould break with 
us J we fhould have not only every branch of the houfe of 
Bourbon to contend with, but likewife Portugal, and be at 
the fame time ftripped of every fingle ally. I afk the noble 
Lord^ if in cafe of a rupture with France, we (hall have a 
fibgle port from Embden, in the king of Pruffia's dominions, 
to Gibraltar open to us? Is Holland friend) v? is not Por- 
tugal in alliance with France and Spain ? In fine, in fuch 
an event, which I venture to affirm is more than probable^ 
have we a Ande friend, but the powerful ftates of Anfpach, 
Waldack, and thofe feveral formidable allies who have fur- 
niflied us with troops 1 who have fold us blood in return for 
our money ? 

Mr. Burie arof&, and taking a retrofpe£i:ive view of the 

J^reateft wars which Great Britain had to fuftain during and 
ince the reign of Lewis the XIV. (hewed the Houfe^ 
that they were then about, to vote fuch a naval fupply when 
in a ftate of peace with every independent nation in the 
world, as was fcarcely to be equalled at times when thev were 
at war with almoft every power in Europe. When France,' 
faid he, equipped the fwaious armament from La Hogue, we 
then had not a greater number of feamen in pay, marines^ 
Greenwich»men, &c. included, than 3J)000, which coft u% 
19900,6001. In the year 1704, the fourth year of Queen 
Anne's war, the fame number of men were voted, which 
coft but i,200,oool. In the year 1747, the fourth year of 
the war with the united powers of France and Spain, we had 
40,ooo> at an expence of fomething more than 3,000,000!. 
and in the glorious year 1758, the naval eftabli(hment did 
not exceed, by a fingle man, 60,000; and the whole expence 
attending them, including a large debt of a million, naval 
ordnance, ftores, and 4I, a nionth per man, amounted dnly 
to 5,200,0001. whereas the peace eftabliihment of the navy 
for the year 1778 will amount to upwards of 5,ooo,oooi« 
This, faid he, is an expence very little inferior to what we 
(hould be obliged to .incur were we at war with the whole 
houfe of Bourbon, arid all the maritime (hues of Europe. 
He obferv^d, that France, merely by arming, c^ufed as 
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great t diverfion in favour of America, as if (ht had abfolutdy 
declared war ; for (h- obliged us to keep fony-two fail of the 
Kne in commiifion at hoine, cxclufive of the vaft armamcac 
under Lord Howe. 

He a&ed what alliances we had formed to fupport as ia 
cafe of a rupture with the Bourbons : he reprobated the con- 
tr^St with the princelings of Germany as mean and humili- 
ttinz, and exprefled his aRoniihment that the minillers had 
condefcended to the indignity of courtmg the alliance of m 
few traders in human flcfh. There is, faid he, an ailiance 
which they ought to make, let the price of it be what it will ; 
and that is, an alliance with America ; the firft4ruii of this 
alliance will be a faving of an hundred fail of men of war, an4 
55,000 foldiers, which you may immediately call home to your 
a^iftahce, if you have a war to fuftain againft any European 
power. He exprefled his dread, that Portugal was loft to us 
as an ally ; that we had little to expect from Holland ; and 
that there was not now a port, from Dunkirk to Gibraltart 
which would admit a Britilh fhip, if purfued by an enemy. 
He mentioned the affront put upon General Sir Guy Carleton, 
and the illiberal abufe thrown out againft the Howes by the 
runners of adminiflration. If minifters did not fpeak out di^ . 
re£tly in terms of abufe of thofe able and injured officers, it 
was well known they heartily approved of it. It furni&ed, 
during the whole fummer, the (landing topic of converlation 
at their tables, Thofe who had the honour to be admitted 
there repeated the language they heard as a part of their duty; . 
and it was evident by the general tenor of the newfpapers for 
ibme time paft, which teemed with the mod fcandalous abufe 
of thofe brave men, who were now exerting every nerve in the 
jfiiithful performai>ce of their duty, . that perfons were hired 
and encouraged to propagate the'moft fcandalous falfehoods, 
•both in writing and difcourfe, of both Lord Howe arul his 
brother, in order to ihift the blame off their patrons' and em- 
ployers' flioulders. 

Lord Narth^ in reply, acquainted the Houfe, that he knew of 
no*reaibn, nor had the lead to fufpe(5l, that we fhould lofe the 
alliance of Portugal or Holland. As to the firft, we had now 
a man of war in the harbour of Lifbon ; and though the court 
af Lifbon had fettled their differences with that of Madrid, on 
the fubje£l of the rights of each crown in the Brazils, he knew 
ef no further agreement or compai^ between them. As to 
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Holland, die Dutch had but one ob;ed>y wbick vhis cmntxcrcr; 
this they would carry on as a neutral power, and Aipply tht 
parties at war with ammunition. 

They have done (o at all times ; remonftfantes bad beea 
made a^ainft their fupplyihg the Americans, and ibme of tlieir 
fliips had been feized ; but ftill he had nO apprehenfion that 
the court at the Hague would relax in their old ffiendfliip ami 
alliance with Gre^t Britain. His Loftiihip theft «xplamMl 
himfelf upon fubfidies ; he denied that he had ever A^laMfl 
lEigainft all fubfidies ; he had ever looked upon the fubiidlts 
granted to foreign princes in time of peace, as a retaming fee 
to keep their alliance in tim« of war as highly diiadtantageoui^ 
becaufe thofe princes, after receivifng the niMey, regiitatedl 
their condu<9: by the political fituation of afiai/s ; buli tfal 
prefent fi^bfidies were highly advantageous, as they fiipptici 
us with troops upon an emergency on cfaeapef torixxs thffi W^ 
could raife them any other way. ' ; ' 

His Lordfhip then exculpated himfelf from having ill ttfei 
General Carleton ; he beftowed the higheft encoiMiAM call 
his abilities, and faid there were particular reafons why he it^ 
commended it to the King not to take the fupreme comfnttil 
front Sir William HoWe, though General Carleton tTM ibst* 
fenior officer ; he was fufe the General would not ComfMn 
of it when he came home, and he (hould affign bis reafem to 
Mm, though he could not to the Houfe. 

A remark having been made of rcAedtoris thrown Mt ik 
the newfpapers againft public characters, Lord North b\6 ht 
knew nothing of them, only that they were no friends of hit ; 
for in the whole circle of the papers he was daily 8buie4, but 
he deipifed it. His Lordfhip exprefled his contempt of newf* 
paper abufe in the moft energetic terms. He faid, be m(h6i 
a ftop could be put to fuch infamous publications.' Na mail 
held them in greater abhorrence, particularly thofe alluded IDs 
not that he could ever believe that adminiftration, ot any 
part or individual of it, had a hand in them. A fet of per-^ 
fons were employed by the printers, who would write oT fay 
any thing for hire ; and unlefs it could be proved that ihey 
were hired by adminiftration, he thought it extremely uA^ 
parliamentary and unfair to lay their calun^nies at ^e doOf 
of thofe, who, he verily believed, were totally innocent of tk^ 
charge* He obfei'ved, it had been fiud, that thofe catuiMtei 
were propagated by peribns who cHned and CsDnverfed wkfc 
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minifters. He could anfwer, fo far as the charge could be 
fuppofed to affedl him, it was faUe ; and if he knew of anjr 
peHfon, who frequented his table, and repeated what he heard, 
much more what he did not heAr there, he would take care he 
ihould never again be furnilhed with a like pretence. 

Mr. Charles Fcx infifted, that the refources of the nation, 
however great, could never anfwer the vail expences we muft 
always undergo, if we are obliged to follow the example of 
France, and nt out fleets whenever (he thinks proper to arm. 
There was a time, he faid, when a Britifh miniftry would 
infift, that the enemies of their country (hould firft difarm, 
before they laid up their (hips ; that time, however, was no 
more ; and the faithful page of hiftory, he obferved, would 
liand down to pofterity, the pufillanimity of a minifter, who 
confented to fet Spain the example of difarming ; though the 
honour of the navy, and confequently of the nation, had been 
violated, when the rudder of an EngUQi man of war veas for- 
cibly taked from her at Port Egmont. He faid, the minifter, 
by not bringing th^ printers of the abufe againft the Howe^ 
to juftice, gave reafon to think that he approved of it. That 
the publifhcr of an advertifement relative to a charity was 
purfued with the utmoft rigour, whilft the defamers of our 
generals and commanders were fuffered to go unpunifbed. 

The motion was agreed to without«a divifion. 

Sir Grey Cooper prefented the bill to empower his Majefty to 
fecure and detain perfons charged with, or fufpe(^ed of, the 
crime of high treafoq in America, or on the high feas, or the 
crime of piracy, which was read a firft time, and ordered to be 
read a fecond time* 

Mr. Baker faid, he intended to have made his oppofition to 
the introdu£lion of this bill, but he was prevented by the 
hurry In which it was brought into the Houfe : as that was no 
longer in his power, he would oppofe it in its prefent ftage» 
and accordingly moved, ^^ That an humble addrcfs be prefented 
to his Majefty, praying him to order a correct return and full 
defcription oJF all the prifoners, with an account of the prifons 
in which they are confined in America as well as Great Bri* 
tain, together with copies of their feveral commitments, and 
the bail, 5^. offered for their enlargement, and all other pro- 
ceedings of hi$ Majefty's privy council, in confequence of the 
power vefted in them by the late bill, for the fufpeofion pf the 
{labeas Corpus adt, to be laid befpre this fioufe," 

Mr, 
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Mr. Cornwall wiihed to know what were the confequences 
the honourable gentleman wanted to draw from the defire4 
information. 

Mr. Bahr replied, that, having reafon to imagine there 
were few or none taken up by virtue of the fufpenfionof that 
aA, it was clear to him that the ad had been in the firft in- 
ftahce ufelefs} and that confcquently it was unneceflary to 
renew or continue it : his obje^ therefore was to prove, from 
official information, that the z& had not had any efFeA ; that 
no reafon exifted which could demonftrate that there is anj 
greater caufe now to renew it, than there had been at firft to 
ena(5): it; and that confcquently it would be an unjuftifiable 
meafure to fufpend the operation of fo important an aft as the 
Habeas Corpus is to the fubjeft. 

Sir Grty Cooper replied, that fuch an inquiry was unneced 
fary, and indeed nugatory, for it was impoifible for adminit 
tration to force the bill into operation, if the parties, who 
might think themfelves aggrieved in the firft inftance, de- 
clined to avail themfelves of that mode of redrefs which the 
bill held out. There was nothing new in the fufpenfion of the 
Habeas Corpus law; it had been frequently fufpended fince the 
Revolution when the exigencies of public affairs required, firft 
in King William's time, and afterwards in the years 1715 and 
1745; but if the honourable gentleman wiihed to know the 
names, numbers, and other particulars ftated in his motion re« 
lative to thofe unhappy persons, he for his part had no objec*^ 
tioo whatever. 

Mr. Baker anfwered, that the propofed obje£l of his motion 
was fimply this ; t^at the inquiry of the Houfe fliould be eo- 
extenfive with the exercife of powers it had delegated to the 
crown. He drew this inference from, what had been (tatej 
by the laft honourable gentleman, that there were many na- 
tive Americans under confinement for treafonable pradices^ 
but not one of the natives of Great Britain, which was the 
flrongeft argument of the inutility of the afb, and the beft 
reafon why it fhould now be permitted to die a natural death, 
as being totally unnecefiary. 

Mr. JVelbore Ellis bagged leave to fpeak a little in reply, to 
{hew that the matter ought to be viewed in a much more fa* 
vourable light than that in which it appeared to the gentleman 
who fpoke before him. He faid, that the motive from which 
he a£ted when he gave his afient laft fefiicn to the fiifpendin? 
the a£^, was not fo much to punifh as to prevent rebellion $ 
few perfons indeed, b^ cgnff ^^d) bad been taken into (;uflody 
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in confequence of it i but then it mud be attributed, be fiii^ 
to the terrors of imprifonment, and the other confequenoe^ 
that might enfue ; and that if few perfons had been confined^ 
it was a proof that few crimes, ^gainft which the zSt was 
levelled, had been committed. Hence be inferred, that tbe 
fufpenfion had aw«d many diURtAtd fubjedls into obedience 
and fidelity, and (hut the door againft domeflic rebellion ; thst^ 
as it had prevented the commimon of numberlefs cebeUious 
a3s, fo be concluded it diuft continue to operate in t^B^ftmg 
mannei-, and prevent in future, equally as well as in the |»ft? 
that therefore he could not but juftify the meafure of ftiU 
keeping the bill in being, that the fame happy e£Fe6ts may not 
ceafe to be felt. 

Mr. Burke was warmed at the idea of fufpending the Hia» 
.beas Corpus, merely that rebellions might be prevented : the 
lame argument might hold good to eternity, and continue the 
ii^penfion of that important act to the end of time. The 
fence of liberty might be cut down, and Britons deprived of 
their mod: valuable privileges, if this- mode of reafoning 
fliould be approved by the Houfe. The fame caufe that 
obliges the ^A to be paiTed this feflion, may produce a fimilar 
cffeS the next one, and thus defeat the purpofe of the molfc 
valuable law we have. He implored, he entreated the Hoitfe^ 
if there was ft ill one fpark of genuine patriotifm to be found in 
it, that they would now ftand forth the guardians of their 
country's rights, a£ert their liberties, and cruih the infamout 
bill that was to be the inftrument of their flavery, in the firft 
infbnce. 

Mr. Welbore Ellis ftood up again, and exprefled himfelf fur« 
prifed that the honourable member (hould fly into fuch ex-« 
tremes, and draw infqfences which he did not think the pre« 
mifes could juftify, truth and virtue, he faid, were generallj 
to be found in the midway, between the two extremes ; and 
no political or metaphyfical propofition could be advanced; 
which (if purfued to the utmoft limits that refined reafoning 
could ftretch it to) would not terminate in an abfurdity. He 
never meant that a continual fufpenfion (hould be grounded 
upon this temporary one ; nor could he fee the leaft danger 
that fuch a meafure would ever originate from it. 

Mr. Burke again rofe iip, and confefTed that truth was not 
to be found in the extremes ; that he did not want to drive 
him to the argument ad ahfurdum in any metaphyfical quef- 
tions but in this political one he would wifb to purfue him to 
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the utmoft verge of reafoning, till he (hould give up a meafur^ 
pregnant with our ruin. 

The lafid- fax, he obferved, was introduced as a temporary 
revenue, and by that means granted by the Houfe ; the army 
was at firft voted for one year only: but noM^ your army^faid 
be, is ^ ftanding army ; your land-tax is a (landing revenue 
to maintain this ftanding army; and this fufpenfion may be- 
come a ftanding fufpeniion, and confequenUy the eternal fuf- 
penfion and deftrui^ion of the Habeas Corpus. 

Mr. F^x (aid. When the firft motion was made to fufpend 
the Habeas Corpus, it was declared by the favourers of the 
bill to be a moft harmtefs, mild, and innocent meafure ; now 
it is confefTed to be armed, with the greateft terrors ; to be 
able to awe the fubje<9: into fubmiiTion, and terrify him in^o 
obedience : it was fcandalous, it was infamous, to endeavour 
|o conceal the dreadful cfFeds that muft naturally flow* from 
fuch an acl, and an indignity offered to the Houte to attempt 
to deceive by fuch thin difguifes* 

Mr. Baker's motion was agreed to. 

Sir Charles Whitworth was then ordered to make bis re- 
port of the committee of fupply, which he was about to do^ 
when 

. Mr. Temple Luttrell arofe to oppofe it: He faid. When this 
important bufmefs was yefterday agitated in the commit- 
tee, I thought it neceiTary to call upon the minifters for the 
prefent ftate and condition of the Britiih fleet previoufly to 
our voting fo very large and expenfive an augmentation as is 
now afked for. I afkrted, and do ftill maintain, that this 
nation has been atrociouily defrauded and deceived by im- 
poling iid^itious accounts, advanced merely upon verbal faich^ 
without the proper pificial teftimonials, whicb» whenfoever fo 
enormous an expenditure of the public grants comes in quef- 
tion, it is our duty to have laid upon your tabU. I accufed 
the minifters of obtaining large fums of money by votes of 
Parliament for the naval departments \ which money has, to 
the amount of many hundred thoufand pounds, not been ap- 
plied to the fpecific purpofes for which it was allowed and 
granted by the legiflature. Advancing in the committee pa- 
fitive and clear fa&s upon this head, I was replied to by difin- 
genuoufly mis-ftating my allegations, or by grimace and buf- 
foonery; and contradidtory aflertions^were urged from, the 
feeming authority of a few loofe official fcraps of paper 
fqueezed up between the fingers. I afk for, and I exped the 
. proper parliamentary vouchers for the due application of the 
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money of the people. The honourable member [Mr. Bullcr] 
over the way has ftated the number of (hips and veflels of war 
ai£hialty employed at home for the protection of thefe tflands 
to amount to 105— and aflfertS) that they have one with ano«^ 
ther 300 men each, and upwards--4n all 32,397. He bat 
likewlfe ftated 23 (hips and vefTels of war in Jamaica, carrying 
one with another 140 men 'each. 

Sir, I venture, upon undoubted profrflional and other in* 
formation, (and which I would frankly difclofe to the Houfe, 
were not minifterial vengeance to be apprehended,) that wc 
have nofuch force, nor any thing like it; by the honourable 
momber's own ftate of the (hips in the Britifh ports, and in the 
Channel, it cannot be. It has been admitted by the Admi* 
lalty, that you have only 18,040 in the 35 fhips of the line 
equipped for fea, and that the other feven (in all 42 of the line) 
have but very few men. Now, fuppofing 63 frigates and 
floops of war, as mentioned by the Lord of the Admiralty 
over the way, their full war complements would iK>t exceed 
Coco men ; where then arc the remainUer of the 32,397 ? Are 
Aey upon the imprefs fervice ? To afcertain the truth of this 
iffifi^ruffion, and that tho(e perfons of us who really impofe, or 
attempt to impofe thus wickedly upon Parliament and the. 
nation, be detefled, I humbly move, ♦* That the laft weekly 
accounts received at the board of admiralty from the admiral 
or commander in chief of his Majefty's (hips and vefTels of 
war at the (everal ports of Plymouth, Portfmouth, and Chat- 
ham, together with the ftate and condition of the (hips and 
vefiels of his Majefty's navy employed on channel fervice, or 
on the coafts of Great Britain or Ireland, be laid before this 
Houfc." 

V Perhaps, Sir, fuch grofs impofitions may by minifters be 
n^nked as pia fraudes at this dangerous crifis ; and n[iight be 
juftified, could they deceive our enemies as efFe£tual)y as they 
do our own countrymen : but, Sir, if our minifters are afleep, 
and the B. iti(h nation afleep, the French and Spani(h govern* 
ments are not. Jt is obferved by Montefquieu, that great 
ftate convulfions are ufually preceded by a national lethargy. 
Some stx"^ ferious convulfion muft, in the nature of things, 
foon happen in thefe iflands, to bring the authors and conduc* 
tors of this calamitous war, and of all the mifchiefs attendijig 
it, to condign puni/hment, or our empire can never be rcftored 
to any degree of its former profperity and luftre. Before I iit 
down, will any gentleman here contend, that the greater part 
of the ^j (hips gf the line having been already upon cjrui2;ies in 
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the Channel,- 1§ a proof of their having their comJ* Vwar 
complement of men aboard ? I'hey could not even have n»ri« 
gated their (hips in fecurity, putting a war out oTthe queftiun, 
unlefs they had been fupplied with a confiddrable number \of 
hands from the proper complements of the men of war in the 
fleet at Spithead, or been aflifted by their American prifoners. 

Mr. Baytey remarked, that the Houfe had been informed, 
that twenty-three fail of men of war were on the Jamaica 
ftation, and that they had upwards of 3000 men on board : 
That he doubted the truth of the information, and went this 
day into the city to get fonie light on the fubjeft; that he 
had learned that the accounts given to the Houfe were not 
true ; that there were not above ten men of war on that fer- 
Tice; and that if there were twenty-three veflels on th^ fta- 
tion, the remainder of them were tenders or fmall craft, fome 
without either men or guns. 

Mr. 7*. Tswnjhtnd faid, he had aflced the noble Lord in th# 
blue ribbon, what it was he wanted with fb great a number of 
feamen i and told him that it was furely the leaft that could 
be required of him, to let the people know for what purpofes 
they were to pay their money ; that he had received the moft 
extraordinary anfwer, that perhaps ever was given by a mini- 
fter, which was, that the Houfe had agreed to fupport what 
meafures the King might think proper to adopt, and therefore 
fuch a queftion was now needlefs. Here was a doSrine, he 
faid, quite new; the firft day of a feffion was the only day for 
debating, and their addrefs to the King bound them to grant 
implicitly, and without any inquiry into the expenditure, fuch 
fums as the miniiler {hould think proper to require. 

Lord North arOfe to exculpate himfelf from the charge made 
by the honourable gentleman, that he had laid down new 
doctrines to the Houfe, which he forced them to adopt. I do 
not recoiled, fays be, to have faid any thing on which fuch a 
charge could be grounded. This I am fure of, that I never 
mealit to didate to this Houfe : if I attempted it, this Houfe 
would not bear it, but refent fuch prefumption as it deferved; 
I know what its refentment is, and therefore am very cautious 
not to become the obje£l of it. 

If I did not give the honourable gentleman my reafons f3r 
making fo large a demand, it was by no means from want of 
refpe£l for him, but becaufe I thought they were fo obvious 
and notorious to every one, that a detail of them muft be abfo- 
lutely unneceflary : nay, the gentleman's own fpeech (hewed 
plainly that he was not ignorant of them. 

The 
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Tl^nilltourable member faid, that notwichftanding the pro* 
feS^ons of tnendihip from France and Spain» it was ftill his 
opinion they meant to be at us : there was one reafon for 
armine. He faia, that Ireland had no land forces to defend 
berfelf in cafe of m invafion : there was another reafon. In 
a word, it would be needlefs to enumerate all the reafons that 
could be adduced to juftify themeafure. 

He obferved, that much ftrefs had been laid by gentlemen 
en this particular obfervation, that in the year 1759 we had 
only 60,000 feamen to fight againft almofl: all Europe. In 
this they laboured under a great miftake. In that year, ia- 
deed, no more dian 60,000 men had been voted ; but there 
were then in skctual fervice full 84,000 ; and, by the feizure of 
the French failors at Newfoundland, we had in the different 
prifons of Great Britain 20^000 of their feamen : chat there is 
a greater neceifity for a ilrong armament now, in cafe a war 
ihould break out with the houfe of Bourbon, than at that pe* 
liod, as they have fince that time united themfelves fo clofely 
by the Family Compad, that if we declare war againft one ot 
them, we muil fight them all. 

He did not think diat the different powers were infmcere ill 
their profeffions of neutrality; but there was a certain degreo 
of confidence which (hould never be given to the words of 
any man, and that therefore it was prudent to guard againft 
the worfl ; he did not fay, the whole number of men then re« 
quired would be pofitively taken into pay ; but that, as he did 
not like to incur a navy debt, he propofed the greateft num- 
ber that could be fuppofed to be wanted. 

The report of the committee was then called for, delivered 
in by Sir Charles Whitworth, and pafTed the Houfe. 

Mr. Luttreilthen made his motion, which was, That the laft 
weekly accounts received at the Admiralty from the com- 
mander in chief at Porifmouth, Plymouth, and Chatham, to- 
gether with the lafl accounts from the commanders of fuch 
fliips as are on channel fervice, or on the coafls of Great "Bri- 
tain and Ireland, be laid before the Houfe. 

Mr. Bayley fecondcd the motion. 

Mr. Penton oppofed it, as tending to give our enemies too 
great an infight into our affairs. 

Colonel Barre faid, that if upon inquiry it fhould appear 
that we have 33,000 men in actual fervice for home duty, it 
will be news which oyr enemies will hear with grief and de- 
^air : thit it were ufelefs to withhold the papers moved for 
from that confideration, as it is more than probabU that they 
3 arc 
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sure »s well acquainted with the matter as ourfelves. The nobie 
Lord, he faid, has told us he knows what the refentnient ot 
this Houfe is : there I nnuft beg leave to contradid him : he 
knows only the complstifance, the indulgence, the fubmiffioQ 
of this Houfe ; its refentident he is- ftill a ftranger to, 
;, Governor jghn/lone cxpvt&d hi& difapprobation of turning 
hc^vy tDerpbantmen into men of war, and employing them as 
^Dvoys, when they were not able, from their unwieldy fh»pe» 
to run fo &ft in piirfuit oJF an enemy, as a light-built frigate 
would. 

He (aid> it was but a poor pretence for withholding the 
papers, left our enemies ihould get intelligence from them of 
•eur aflFairs, when no papers were afked for, but fuch as cen* 
tained matters well known to, and attefted by, every boat« 
fwain, carpenter, &c. in the navy : the information required 
could be cafily obtained, he (aid, through fome other channel; * 
but then no arguments could be drawn from it, as, it could 
not be faid to be official. 

Lord Nirtb faid, he had no objedion, becaufe he was certain 
the inquiry would redound to the honour of thofe to whom 
the care aind dire£lion of the navy was intrufted. He indeed 
faw no occafion for fuch inquiry; for he believed that Par* 
li«ment might iafely truft to the information which had bcea 
already officially given. 

Colonel Barre humouroufly obferved, that if the Houfe 
trufted folely to. details held out in loefe converfations, he 
feared, it would happen to them, as it once happened to a 
countryman, who met with a difafter in an amorous rendez* 
vou$, and being aiked, how he came to be fo miferably de« 
ceived, ^ 'Zouns, man, who wbuld have thought it 7 ihe was 
dizened out with a huge deal of finery, and covered all over 
with zilks and zattins/ 

Sir Hugh Pallifer perceiving that the noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon thought differently from him and his colleague in 
office [Mr. PemonJ acquiefced, though he faid, he thought 
the motion unnecefTary. He read fome accounts relative to 
the fleet now in commi^on for home fervice. He begged 
leave to.fet gentbmen right with regard to the number of 
men on board that fleet : he had never informed the Houfe, 
that they were 33,000 ; he only faid, that the full comple* 
ment was 33,000. There were, he faid, by the laft week's re- 
turn, upwards of 18,000 men, exclufive of 1500 marine$ on 
board the thirtyf*five ihipS already fitted out; and that, by 
fupplying the deficiencies from the fupernumerary men, there 

would 
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would be more than the cohipleat complement of diat 
fleet. 

The queilion being put^ Mr. LuttrelPs modon was carried 
without a divifion. 

November 28. 

The order of the day being read. That the Houfe do refolve 
itfelf into a committee of ways and means to grant to bis Ma* 
jefty a land-tax for the year 1778, of four fbillings in the 
pound upon ail lands, tenements, &c. within England, Wales, 
and the town of Berwick upon Tweed, and a proportionable 
rate thereof upon lands, tenements, &c. in Scotland, 

Sir Qfarles fVhitworth took the chair of the committee, 
and dated, that the land-tax for the year 1777 amounted to 
2,140,0001. 

Lord North moved the refolution. 

Mr. Whitbread compWmzi greatly of the inequitable mod* 
of aiTeiSng and levying the land-tax, and begged the commit*- 
tee to take it into their moft ferious confideration. Since the 
addition of one (hilling in the pound was laid upon lands, the 
whole was raifed on fome eSates agreeable to the old a^fll 
ment, and fome agreeable to the new, by which eftates in ge- 
neral were moft unfairly and moft unevenly taxed. As an 
inftance of this truth, he declared, that he had one eftate in 
Lincolnftiire, of i8ol. yearly value, for which he paid no 
more than i6l. a year land-tax; and another eftate in Lei- 
cefterfliire, for which he paid the fum of 50 1. yearly, though 
the rental of both were nearly equal. This great and fpecific 
difference arifing from the one eftate paying to the rate of the 
old aflbflment, and the other to the new, he would therefore, 
he (aid, humbly move as an amendment to the vote for the 
prefent year's fupply, and as an equal, fair, and impartial mode 
of taxing the landed property of the kingdom. That the bill 
ibould pafs for three (hillings in the pound, to be raifed on 
every eftate agreeable to the old afTeflfment ; and that a new a(^ 
feiTment be made throughout the kingdom for the additional 
ihilling. 

The Chairman obferved, that the motion before the Hou(e 
was not about the mode of aftefling, but whether 4s* and no 
more, (hall be the land-tax for the enfuing year. 

Mr. Baker faid, the honourable member*s obfervation was 
worthy of the attention of the Houfe ; it was not agaiuft the 
propofed refolution, but againft the mode of afieffin^. His 
intentions were plainly when the tax demanded an additional 
(hilling, that a fum of money (hould be raifed on the lands 
7 under 



A. 1777. D . E B A T E l§. 65 

under-rated, till the afleiTments were eq^ual throughout the 
kingdom, and the deficiency, if any fliould remain, to be 
fairly and proportionably levied on all the lands in the king- 
dom — For his parr, he fliould go farther, for whether the 
land-tax were laid at above or under three fliillings, he was 
of opinion that juilice would never be done till an equal, and 
of courfe an equitable, manner of rating all property fubje£l to 
the land-tax was adopted. 

Lord Ongley laid, the fa£l: was true, but the conclufion 
called for a further explanation. Thofe who derived titles from 
their anceftors were moft certainly bound by their adts ; and 
fuch as purchafed gave a price proportioned to the mode which 
prevailed in the country or place where the lands or eftate 
lay* The honourable member who fpoke firft fuVniflied him 
with an argument againft what he advanced ; for, if he was to 
purcbafe in either of the fliires mentioned, he would be glad to 
know from that gentleman, whether he would give as great a 
price in a county where the tax was coUetSbed to the full ex- 
tent, as where it did not pay perhaps above half or a third of 
the real value; certainly not : the burden on the land was al- 
ways eftimated and allowed for out of the full purcbafe. 

Colonel Barre addreffed himfelf in nearly the following 
words to the Committee; — I rife to trouble the Committee 
with a few fentiments or the queftion of the day. Not a fingle 
country gentleman has rifen to fpeak of peace, or to complain 
of war. Their fupinenefs, or their acquiefcence, deferves the 
fevereft reprehenfion. . If they are blind to . the diftrcfles of 
their country, they ought to be awakened j if they are igno- 
rant, they ought to be informed; if indolent, they ought to be 
aroufed. In a few words, I will fliew them the extent, the 
magnitude, of the prefent calamitous war, the eifedts it has 
produced, and the expedtations we are led to entertain of it* • 
No lefs a fum than 13,000,000 of money was voted by this 
Houfe for the fervice of the war for laft year ; a fum equal to 
any ever ncceffary, ever' requeftcd, ever granted, for the fer- 
vice of any foreign war from the Conqucft up to this day, ex- 
cepting alone the grants for the four laft years of the late 
war with the houfe of Bourbon, and the grants for. one. (ingle 
year more, in the year 1711, in the reign of Q^ieen Anne, 
when a very large fum of the national debt was paid ofF, and 
many conuderable public fervices performed. This year we 
have already voted more than 3,000,000!. fgr the navy. 0|| 
Wednefday we (hall vote 3,000,000!. more for the aripyi 
and, in due courfe, the otiier votes will pafs for a fum equal to 

Vol. VII. F thai 
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that of laft year. Such are the efFeds of this American war* 
Let us view the expe£lations — Are we, by conqueft, to be re- 
lieved from this itnmenfe burden of taxation ? No ; there is no 
conqueft aimed at ; we wifh not to fubdue the Americans for 
the purpofe of drawing a revenue from the country : our ad- 
miniftrators fay that is not the objeft of the conteft j they 
own that the Americans will not be able to bring a revenue 
into our Exchequer, We mean alone, it feems, to reduce 
them to obedience, for the fake of national honour. Wc 
exercife every effort of warlike opprefHon againft them, be- 
caufe they will not crouch at our feet, and make the firft 
fubmiffion. This is a war of pun<Slilio, not of profit ; and 
we may fairly conclude, that, even after its adjuftment, we 
fliall be nearly as much taxed to prevent, as we are now to 
maintain war: 

It has of old been the cuftom of this Houfe to inquire for^ 
and to require, fuch papers as were deemed of confequencc. 
On this day, in particular, it was ufual of , old to call for 
particular accounts of the arrears of the land-tax ; of the 
neat receipts, of the names of the receivers ; of what part 
they had paid into the Exchequer, and of what part was re- 
maining in their hands. But of late, I am forry to fay it, 
lure have made no fuch requifitions. NecefTary as they arfc 
to the feciirity of our conflituents, we have either ncglefled 
or not dared to do it. Such requifition, however, (hall be 
made. If no worthier perfon rifes to demand them, I will 
whenever the Speaker refumes the chair ; end in the mean 
time fhall with forrow repeat, that no country gentleman has 
rifen this day to afk or tp mfh for peace. 

Lord Ongley went into a relation of the motion made the 
firft day of the feflion for a cefTation of hoftilities. He 
laughed at its abfurdity, and faid, ihould any fuch meafure 
be adopted, it would moft certainly be imputed to a con- 
fcioufnefs of our inability to fupport the war, or of the in- 
juftice of its commencement ; and he hoped no gentleman 
would wifh for either. He obferved, that the country gen- 
tlemen had been called upon by the lafl honourable gentle- 
man who fpoke, and who had taken fuch pains to exag- 
gerate the expence of the American war, and compare it 
with that of former wars. This, in his opinion, was wide 
of the queftion, and proved nothing. We were contending 
for a right, which, if relinquifhed in the manner wifhed by 
>thofe who oppoCsd the prefent meafure, would moft certainly 
cermihate hi the iofs of America, and ultimately end in the 

infigni- 
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infigniiicaiice, and confequent ruioi of this counhy. The 
honourable gentleman took it for granted, that, though we 
ihould prevail and eftablifh the right, all expedations of 
revenue were no more. To perfift, therefore, is to only con- 
tend for a point of honour) to fight for a pun£liliO| without 
tikt leaft profped of profit. I beg leave to di£Fer from the 
honourable gentleman ; I contend a right eftablifhed, and 
not meant to be exercifed, is no right. We are heavily taxed 
ourfelveS) and it is but reafonable that when we (hall compel 
the colonies to return to their duty, that they (hould contri« 
bute in common with the reft of their fellow f^bjedts, in 
fupport of that government whofe prote&ioh they will 
equally partake of. The right honourable gentleman fays, 
that a war with France and Spain is inevitable. I doubt it 
much, if for no other reafon but becaufe we are fo well pre- 
pared to defeat their defigns. But granting every thing chat 
may be advanced on that fuppofition s in fuch an event the 
worft that can then happen will be^ to withdraw our troops 
and fleets from North America, and attack our foreign ene- 
mies. Here the Houfe grew extremely diforderly, and con- 
tinued fo much fo, till the noble Lord fat down, that fcarcely 
any thing he faid was heard, or attended to. 

Sir Herbett Mackworth minutely elucidated the motives 
which firft gave rife to the American war, enumerated the 
ftill ftronger motives for its progrefs, and expatiated largely 
on the conduiSl of thofe members whofe oppofition to the 
prefent meafures had irritated the Americans. That he was 
convinced there was not a fingle gentleman in the Houfe but 
wi(bed for peace with America ; but then, fays he, how is 
peace to be obtained ? It has been faid, by perfuafion ; but 
by what arguments can you perfuade people who (aiyy ^^ we 
will kill you or 3rou &all. kill us ;'* in fuch a cafe we are en- 
tirely on the defeniive. Government, faid he, have left 
evpry opening for a conciliation. What more can be done ? 
Terms of peace would be gladly accepted, and as far as con- 
iiftent we met them, but what can be faid of thoie people who 
enlarge a breach of loyalty; as fuch undoubtedly was the 
fz&* I( is well known to many gentlemen in this Houle, 
that America waited with the utmoft impatience for every 
argument made ufe of here by her advocates, and with eager- 
nefs embraced every fuggeftion ftarted in her. favour; it is 
this, and to this above every thing, was owing the proclaim- 
ing independency, as they were taught to believe that they 
had the fiindion of men who conbii defend, by argmtient, the 

F 2 caufe 
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caufc that they believed they could defend by the fword. I 
cannot enough, fays he, exprefs the horror I feel in thinkin|^ 
that any man of humanity (hould urge the unfheathing 6f 
the fword) and ftill more I am (hocked to find any one fo 
unfeeling as to aggravate the arm which hold^ it. He then 
concluded with obferving^ that it was America continued 
the war with us, becaufe, were they to return to their duty» 
England would receive them with open arms. 

Sir George Savile faid, he rofc from the dcfire of fpeaking 
a few words, perhaps for the laft time on the fubjeft of the 
American war. He thought himfelf well entitled to fpcak 
on this day. He was member for a body of freeholders, 
poflefied of a large trad of landed property, and when he 
gave his vote for the fupply called for, he appointed a largie 
fum to government ; it was his buiinefs, therefore, he pre- 
fumed, to inquire into the purpofes for which it was in- 
tended ; it was his duty to examine the ufes to which it 
would be applied. He faid, we were determined to perfift 
in a war with America— it had been called a juft war— a 
necefTary war— and the honourable gentleman who fpoke 
before him had gone over the grounds of its commencement, 
the equity of its continuance, and the neceffity of our per- 
feverance ip terms of higheft aggravation. Four feveral 
motives, fays he, have been mentioned, for the commence- 
ment, progrefs, continuance, and perfeverance, of the war, 
Firft, it was begun on purpofe *' to quell a puny infurrec- 
tion." Secondly, it was proceeded in ^^to fubdue a dange- 
rous rebellion." Thirdly, it was continued *' to defend 
curfelve$"—pofi lively from the motive ofy^ defendendo'^bofa 
the fear, that if we do. not kill them, they will us. And 
fourthly, continues he, it muft be perfevered in from a mo- 
tive the moft ftrange, perhaps, that ever entered into the 
thoughts of a rational people. He would give the whole 
committee, he faid, two guefles, and the chairman three, 
and be bound that they would not guefs it right. It was in- 
deed a laughable, a ludicrous motive— it muft be p^rievered 
in, adds be, *^ to gain their confidence.'' We are to beat 
them, it feems, in order to conciliate them. Such are the 
romantic reafons affigned for this war j from the concluiion 
of which no benefit was to be expeded, no revenue arife ; 
and yet upon which, there had been more money expended 
than would have ferved to have purchafed, taken in, cleared, 
inclofed, manured, cultivated, fown, and planted all the 
waile lands in 6ritain*-niore than would have turned all the 
7 ... heaths. 
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heaths, hills, and waftes into gardens ; and from the culti* 
vation of which, nay, if they had been all fown with barley,: 
from the malt«-tax alone a greater revenue would have been 
drawn than all the taxation that can ever be gathered from 
the wide continent of America. Such, he concluded, were 
the motives, and fuch the efle£ls, of this war ; and for this we 
were called upon to grant the prefent fupply. 

Mr. Foxy after commenting upon the worthy Baronet's fpeech 
[Sir Herbert Mackworth] below him, fpoke fubftantially to 
the following eflFeft. The great objeft of the war, I under- 
ftand from the noble Lord over the way [Lord Ongley] 
and the worthy Baronet, and confolidating both their ar- 
gument, and fuppofm^ them to contain the fentiments of 
the whole body pf their brethren, the country gentlemen, I 
thinic, call for the following teft. I would propofe the two 
following queftions to adminiftration, and follow them by a 
tht;'(f, to thofe who are looked upon to be the great fupport 
of the prefent meafures. I wi(h to hear any member of ad- 
miniflration pretend to fix a time for the termination of the 
prefent difputes ; that is, when the right fo warmly contended 
for this night will be eftablifhed. I defire to know from anv 
member of adminiftration, whether he experts, even in ca4 
of the greateft fuccefs on our part, and a reconciliation or ^ 
fubmiffion on the other, whether we are to expe£l a revenue 
from that country ? If then neither a period is pretended to be 
fixed to the prefent wafle of blood and wafie of treafure; and 
though it could, if no revenue, either to replace the immenfe 
fums we have already fpent, or the enormous expence we are 
likely to incur, even in the courfe of the prefent campaign, 
the fruitful parent of perhaps twenty more, I would wifh the 
country gentlemen, even on their own ground, to juftify to 
themfelves, or their conftituents, the periifting in meafures, 
which do not promife the attainment of a iingle objeA for 
which they now oflenfively give them their fupport. 

On the Speaker's refuming the chair. 

Colonel Barriy according to the intimation he had given 
in his fpeech, moved, *^ That the receipts of the arrears of the 
revenue of the land-tax be laid before the Houfe, with an 
fctnrate account of the names of the receivers, when and 
how much thereof has been paid into the Exchequer^ and 
with an exa£t account of the arrears remaining due by the 
yecciws, up to Michaelmas term 1777/' 

F3 Lord 
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Lord I/hrtb acquiefced in the motion, and declared, at the 
lame time, his readinefs to give the Houfe all the informa- 
tion poffible; {• that the motion was carried without a 
divifion. 

Mr. Baker then addreiled the Speaker, and faid, that he 
had further confidered his motion of yefterday, and wiChed 
to extend it ; that, in oppofition to Sir Grey Cooper's bill^ 
for continuing the zSt for the temporary fuipenfion of the 
Habeas Corpus a6^, he moved for an humble addrefs to his 
Majefty, previous to the pafling of the bill, praying his Ma« 
jefty to inform the Houfe » what had been done in confequence 
of that a6t. His motion, he faid, was merely co-extenfive 
with the aft. He wifhed, however, to enlarge his motion^ 
and moved accordingly the following amendment : ** That 
an addrefs may be prefented to his Majefty, praying him to 
be gracioufly pleafed to give diredions that particular ac^ 
counts be laid before the Houfe, of all the perfons fecured and 
retained in any of his Majefty's gaols for the crime of high^ 
treafon iince the i8th of April, the day after the battle of 
Lexington, which happened on the 17th, 1775? to the date 
of the ad paiTed laft feifion for the temporary fuipenfion of the 
Habeas Corpus a£t." 

The Jttdrmy General [Mr. Thurlow] faid, he did not fee 
the neceffity of the enlargement ; and as every petition fhould 
have the appearance at leaft of fome reafon for the prayer con« 
tained therein, he objeded to the amendment, on the ground 
diat there was no pretence for the prayer; and on a dill firmer 
ground, that it was impoffible accurate accounts of the tranf- 
a£Uons occafioned by the z& could be colleded and laid before 
the Houfe. After fome trifling debate, however, the motion 
was carried, and fuch members as were of bis Majefly's privy 
council appointed to carry up the addrefs. 

The queftion was pur, and the refolution was agreed to, as 
was likewifc that for granting a duty on malt, mum, cyder, 
and perry, for the year 1778. 

' The Houfe rofe at half after fix, and adjourned till 
Monday* 

November a8. 

Sir Charles Cocks prefented te the Houfe the following 
papers. 
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Navy Office, November 29, i777» 
^ Account $/ the Tran/ports taken up or contraHed for jinu 
September 1775 to September 1777, defcribing the Tonnage 
and what has been paid or contraSfed to be paid for the famg^ 
Prepared in purfuance of a Precept of the Honourable Houft 
of Commons^ dated November 24, 1777. 



When hired. 



No. of 
Ships t 



1775- 



1776. 



OSober 20 

November 4 

December 41 

Jariuary 41 

February 95 

March 32 

April 8 

April lo 

May 1 5 

June 2 

Auguft 7 

September i 

December 33 

January 30 

April I 

May 4 

June I 

July I 

Hired in America from^ 

29th Dec. 1775 to 3d >48 

of June 1776 J 

Hired at Amfterdam in"i 

March 1776 Jt ^^ 

Hired at Hamburgh in"i ^ 



1777- 



May 1776 



435 



Tonnage, 



56217 

17633 
1408Q' 

9819 
23140 

8455 
1916 

2632 

4370 
474-1 

2040 
259 

9458 

8379 

377 
1046 

352 

402 

IH57 




131120 



What has been paid What remains to be 

for their Freight. paid for the fame. 

/. 5. d. L s, d. 

722433 10 2 4^600 £4 



Rate per Ton. 
Per Calendar 
Month. 
A s. d. 

o 10 q 



o II o 



o 12 ^ 



P II Q 



o la o 



QUO 



Total. 

1133^34 4 * 
^rought 
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/. s. d. 
Brought over 11 32034 4 2 
To which may be added the following ex- 

pences incurred on the tranfport fervice 

within the time aforementioned^ vis. 
An allowance for guns and ammunition^ 

provided for the better defence of fundry V 5925 o O 

(hips — — ~J 

Value paid for feveral of the fliips taken by ? , 

the rebels - -^ 1\ ^^l^ 7 " 

Value of hammacoes, hofes^ ventilators,^ 
• and other ftores iffued on board the feveral r 17326 12 9 

ftips ~ _ -^J 

Value of gun-boats and furniture, and) 

ftores for the batteaux and veflels on the > 6206 1 1 5 

lakes — — — J 

Bedding for the men — — _ 22415 3 li 

Forage for the horfes — — — 8227 10: 10 

Building cabins, platforms, Halls, and other 1 ^ 

conveniencies on board the feveral (hips J '/ 75 '5 
Pilotage and light charges ~ — • 2404 ii 5 

Pay of agents, fuperintendents, purveyors," 

and others, employed on tranfport fervice, 

with their diiburfements at embarkations 
and difembarkations, and fundry other 
contingencies — — — - 



' 29458 16 10 



1265231 2 II 

The whole amounting to the fum of one million two hun- 
dred and iixty-fiye thoufand one hundred and thirty-one 
pounds two (hillings and eleven-pence. 

M.SucKiiNG. J.Williams. George Marsh^ 
• T. Brett, R. Temple. 

November 29. 
No debate. Adjourned to December !• 

December i. 
No debate. 

December 2. 

Mr. Fnx informed the Houfe, that, agreeable to his 

Bfomife, he moved the Houfe, that on a future day they 

forjn themfelves into .a committee of the whole Houfe, 

MM IX of the fiate of the nation. He thought it necef- 

3 iary, 
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iiiry, he (aid, to explain the meaning and extent of the fe- 
deral notions he meant to propofe, which he would do ia 
a very hw wards. He meant then, that the committee 
Ihould confider the expences ihit the nation had incurred 
from the American war, and the refources that we poi^ 
fefs to raife the fuppltes necefiary for its continuance. In 
the fecond place, the loft of men from that war. Thirdly, 
the iituation of trade, both with regard to America and 
the foreign markets. Fourthly, the prefent fituation of the 
war, and the hopes that we may rightly entertain from iti 
continuance, and the condud and meaiures of rhe prefent 
adminiftratiori, of a lafting peace, and aifo our prefent fitu« 
ation in regard to foreign powers. And, fifthly, to confider 
what progrefs Sir William and Lord Howe hai^e mad* ia 
confequence of the powers entrufted to them as commiffioners, 
by an aA of the fixteenth of his prefent Majefty's reign, 
for granting pardons, &e. for the purpofe of bringing about 
a peace between Great Britain and the cokxiies. Under 
thefe general heads many other inquiries would arife, and 
it would be the bufinefs of the committee to follow everjr 
path that promifed to lead to a thorough invefttgation and 
difcovery of the flate of the nation. If, continues he, it 
appears that the nation is in a bad ftate, and chat the latt 
and prefent meafures of adminiftration have reduced us ta 
an extremity, which he was afraid they certainly had, a new 
fyftem muft be introduced, and a new let of miniibers ap» 
pointed ; but if, on the contrary, the nation fliould be found im 
a flourifliing ftate, and the prefent meafures likely to provt 
fuccefefui, the prefent fyftem fliould be by all means con* 
tinned, and the prefent miniftert remain in power ; for none^ 
he was afliired, but the prefent minifters, could profecute tht 
prefent fyftem. 

Lord North faid be cheerfully agreed to the motion of 
the honourable gentleman, and would do all in his power to 
promote the great end he had in view. Nothing, he faid, 
would give him more true delight than to convince the 
Houfc that the ftate of the nation was much more flouriflu 
Ing than many of the oppofite fide aduallv did, or affeded to 
believe. At the fame time be hoped to be underftood, chat 
his ready compliance with the motion ihould preclude him 
from the necefity of laying papen before the Houfe that 
might prove inconvenient, daogeroui, or hurtful to go» 
vernment. 

The mocioa tunriog poicd without a diWfioa^ 

Mrt 
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Mr. Fix rofe again, and moved, that the fecond of Fe- 
bruary next be the day appointed for the committee to 
meet td confidcr the flate of the nation. He alfo moved, 
that there be laid before the Houfe, ^^ An account of all 
the trcopSy foreign and domeftic, that were or had been 
engaged in the Briti(h fcrvicc fmce the lirft of November 
1774V' Alfo, " A lift of all the (hips of war, floops, and 
veilels, that have been engaged in the fervice, the numbers 
that have been taken, loft, or deftroyed, with the exzSt re- 
turns of men killed or taken prifoners, from the lirft of No-» 
vcmber 1774." Alfo, " The laft general returns of all 
the hofpitals belonging to his Majefty in North America.** 
Alfo, *' A lift of ail the fliips of war employed by govern- 
ment as convoys to the trading fleets of this country/' Alfo, 
*^ Copies of the laft general monthly returns of all the troops 
in his Majcfty's fervice within Great Britain." Alfo, '' Co- 
pies of the returns of the troops in Ireland ; and copies of 
the returns of all the troops in North America and the 
Weft Indies/' All thefe motions pafTed witho\it oppofition. 
He then moved, ^^ That an humble addrefs be prefented to 
bis Majefty, that his Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed 
to dire<^, that there he laid before this Houfe copies of all 
fuch papers as relate to any fteps taken for the fulfilling of 
that claufe of an ad, palTed in the fixteenth year of the 
feign of his prefent Majefty, intituled, ' An a6l to pro- 
hibit all trade and intercourfe with the colonies of New 
Hampfliire, MaflTachufet's Bay, Rhode Ifland, ConnecEli- 
cut. New York, New Jerfcy, Penfylvania, the Three 
Lower Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, during the con* 
ttnuance of the prefent rebellion within the faid colonies 
refpe«5tively ; for repealing an a£t, made in the fourteenth 
year of the reign of his prefent Majefty, to difcontinue the 
landing and difcharging„ lading or {hipping, of goods, wares, 
and merchandize, at the town and within the harbour of 
Bofton, in the province of Mafl'achufet*s Bay; and alfo 
two aAs, made in the laft Teffion of Parliament, for reftraini> 
log the trade and commerce of the colonies in the faid 
ads refpeRively mentioned; and to enable any perfon or 
perfons appointed and authorifed by his Majefty to grant par-r 
dons, to iiTue proclamations in the c^es and for the pur- 
pofes therein mentioned ;' by which9 peribns appointed and 
authorifed by his Majefty are empowered, under certaio 
conditions, * to dccbre any colony qr provuQcei colonies 

Of 
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or provinces, or any county, town, port, diftri6t, or place, in 
any colony or province, to be at the peace of his Majefty ;* 
and alfo that his Majefty would be pleafed to dired, that a 
return of fuch colony or province, colonics or provinces, 
county, town, port, diftrid, or place, in any colony or 
province, as has or have been declared to be at the King's 
peace (purfuant to the powers of the faid a£t) be laitl be- 
fore this Houfe." 

Lord North rofe in oppofition to this motion ; he faid, he 
muft objeft to it from the reafon that papers produced durinr 
the exiftencc of a negotiation, if any had taken place, muft 
be very injurious to the caufe. He was ready and willing 
Co grant every reaibnable information in his power ; but he 
could not confent th^t difcoveries (hould be made prejudicial 
to government, and to the true interefts of this country. 

Mr. Serjeant Mair faid, he could not fee what difcoverjr 
could be made in the leaft injurious. None w'as called for 
that the Americans did not know already. They muft only 
be withheld, he prcfumed, becaufe they might prove injuri- 
ous to adminiftration from being known to the Houfe of 
Commons. 

Mr. Stanley objefted to the motion for feveral reafons. 
Negotiations, he faid, to rebels in arms, muft be made . 
not to the people at large, but to fele6l bodies, perhaps to 
individuals ; and the difcovery of fuch bodies or men might* 
■draw upon them the vengeance of the others. But in truth, 
he fiud, he knew not that any negotiation had been entered 
into. With rebels in arms, ftanding up for independence, 
no treaty of conciliation could be made. The very propo- 
iltion acknowledged their independence. 

Mr. Burh obferved, that he never heard the noble lord 
[Lord North] behave with fo much candour, generofity, and 
fpirit, as to-day ; be had agreed to every tittle of his friend's 
requeft ; he had publiftied a bond wherein he granted all ; 
but in the end was infer ted a little defeafance, with a power 
of revocation, by which he prefer vcd himfelf from the exe- 
cution of every grant he had made. His condufi-, he faid, 
reminded him of a certain governor, who, when he arrived 
at his place of appointment, fat down to a table covered 
with profufton, and abounding with every dainty and deli- 
cacy that art, nature, and a provident fteward could fur- 
ni£h ; but a pigmy phydcian, who watched over the health 
of the governor, excepted to one difh, becaufe it was dif- 
agreeable j to another, becaufe it was hard of digeflion ; 

to 
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to a third, becaufe it was unhealthy ; and in this progreffive 
mode, robbed the governor of every difh on table, and left 
him without a dinner ; [alluding to Cervantes' humorous ac- 
count of Sancho Panza, in his government of Barataria. ] 
He anfwered minutely the arguments of Mr. Stanley, cac- 
pofed the folly of the idea, that we muft not negotiate wick 
the Americans until they had renounced their claim of inde- 
pendence. Are they not, he obferved, in pofleflion? Are 
they not independent de fa^$ f They poflefs the whole 
country of America. What we have, we hi»ve gained by 
arms. If we have a government in America, it is founded 
upon conqueft, fince they fet up their independence ; and as 
th^ enjoy the right de faSloy and we alone de jure^ we m«ft 
and ought to treat with them on the terms of a fcederal union. 
He infhmced the fuppofition of a treaty with France. The 
King of Britain enjoys the x'x^t de jure to the kingdom of 
France; the French King enjoys it de fa£lo'y he is merely 
a Congrefs ufurper ; and yet would it be argued, that no 
treaty of peace could take place with him until he had re 
jiouuced his claim. He begged to have leave to confidcr 
the effe6b that would arifc from a renunciation of their indc-* 
pendence* By renouncing th(;ir independence, they acknow* 
ledged their rebellion ; by acknowledging their rebellion, they 
acknowledged their crime ; by their crime they were de^ 
prived of their rights and obnoxious to puni(hment. In fuch 
cafe, no conciliation nor treaty could be made confiftent with 
the honour of the Britifh name \ fo that terms of negotia- 
tion muft be entered into during their independence. He 
(aid that the a6t,on which Lord and Sir William Howe were 
vefted with their commiffions, propofes two methods to be 
profecuted to bring about a peace ; the one by force of arms, 
and the other by terms of conciliation. It would be necef- 
iary, he faid, to inquire if both thtfe metliods had been prac- 
tifed ; the firft he was fenfible, and all n.uft know, had been 
indeed tried, but he was afraid the fecond had not, elfe why 
were not New- York, Staten and Lon?-Iflands, with any 
other territory we arc in poffcffion of, reftored to the King's 
peace. Governor Tryon, he (laid, had written to General 
Howe for the purpofe of reftoring New- York to the King's 
peace. General Howe anfwered, that he could not do it 
without the concurrence of the fecretary of ftatc, and there 
it ftopped. This, he hoped, would be particularly inquired 
into. He fupported the propriety of his honourable friend's 
motion, on fcveral other grounds equally abis and pointed^ 

and 
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and concluded with faying, that be hoped bis friend wodd not 
depart from a tittle of his propofition. 

Mr« Dunning faid, he highly approved' the motion of his 
honourable friend, and he hoped that he would perfift in it to 
its full extent. Thus indefinite, the Commrittee may inquire 
into every tranfaftion of the commiffioners, and froai that 
inveftigation, every meafure of the miniftry, relating to tht 
{kmt end, would be laid open. At the fame time be owhed^ 
if his honourable friend had applied to him as a counfel Air 
sidvice on the propriety of making fuch motion, he certainly 
Ibould have obgeded to it, and that fi3r dits plain reatfon-*^ 
that fuch motions now-a-<lays produce nothine; but an an* 
jwer. He then reverted to the arguments of Mr. Stanley, i« 
regard to the difcovery of individuals by the expcfare of 
papers. He faw no dianger that could attend fuch exppfonu 
If A. B. C. and D. have been engaged in a fair and etquilflbk 
negotiation, what hurt could follow from the difcovery «F 
tbeir names ? It is not to be fuppofed that any unfair treatf 
has been entered into ; for it is a felf-evident proportion, that 
tampering with an individual in an indirect manner couM 
produce no decifive effort. He begged the Houfe to coniidcr 
the peculiar propriety of the prefent motion. The commit 
fion to Lord and Sir William Howe, he faid, followed upoii 
an a& originating in this Houfe ; and it was the duty of thig 
Houfe to examine the tranfa£^ions that had followed their 
appointment. He concluded by obferying, that he had rifeii 
to fpealc on the fubje^, in hopes that a further debate might 
arife upon it ; and that the majority might not iucceedj Ik 
their clamour, for a conclufipn. Confcious of their fuperio- 
rity in point of number, they are not anxious for fuperiority 
in point of argument or right ; but for once, he hoped, thsit 
even argament and right would bear fome fway in a queftiofo 
of fuch magnitude and importance. 

The Ati€miy General replied to Mr. Dunning, and was 
contending againft the ill policy which it would be in admint- 
ftratiort to give fuch information at the prefent critical mo- 
ment ; [when news came from the Lords, that the minifters in 
Ae upper Houfe had agreed to the fame motion, made by the 
Duke of Richmond. This intelligence produced a great 
deal of laughter amongft the minority, and the whifper 
reaching the Attorney General, threw' him into a little 
confttfion ; but having recovered from it, he quitted liie 
defence of admidiftration] and faid, that let minifters do as 
Ihey pleaAdin thie or any «tbdr Houfe, .he> as a member of 

Parliament^ 
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Parliament, never would give his vote for making public the 
circumftances of a negotiation during its progrefs, [How-^ 
ever this did not ftlfle the laugh, which continued for fom« 
time.] 

Mr. T, Townjheni anfwcred the Attorney General ; and 
laid, that the firft negotiation had proved ineiFeSual, but 
had not laid for what reafon it had failed ; indeed Govern- 
ment had poorly excufed the failure, by faying the Amei;!* 
cans had fet up for independence, and would not depart 
from that claim, and for that reafon the negotiation failed* 
The Congrefs, on the other hand, declare, that it broke off^ 
becaufe commiffioners could not, or would not, fhew their 
powers and commiffion. Jf the reafon on our fide be true, 
what reprehenfion doth not adminiftration merit, for not fend- 
ing forth their commiffioners before the claims of indepen- 
dence were fet up ? He averred it as a fa£l, the Houfe knoiir 
it, and the miniftry dare not deny it, that the commiffioner$ 
were not fent out till fix months after pafSng the a<Sl. Tl)is 
criminal or Wilful negligence gave rife to the claim of inde- 
pendence ; that alone roufed them to a fenfe of their fitua*> 
don, and the danger that hung upon them. He faid he was 
more furprifed at an anecdote, that inftant brought into the 
Houfe, than ever he had been at all the former inftances of 
minifterial abfurdity. We are told here, that the papers 
cannot be laid before the Houfe, becaufe the difcovery may 
be hurtful to adminiftration ; they may contain circum- 
ilances inconvenient to be known ; injurious, and perhaps 
£ita], to the ftate. Such was the language of the noble Lord ; 
and yet, mark the confequence, the motion had pafied in the 
upper Houfe. The papers, and a full difclofure of every 
hurtful, inconvenient, injuriousi and perhaps fatal circum- 
.fiance, is to be laid before the Houfe of Lords. Is this a 
language proper for this Houfe ? Is this a treatment that the 
reprefentatives of freemen can bear ? We arc not to be trufted ; 
we muft not know fecrets ; our fuperiors indeed may fearch 
into the ftate of the nation, but we are too dangerous or too 
infignificant to be trufted. I will not make further comment 
on this afiair ; it is one of thofe glaring abufes which fljrikvs 
to the heart without elucidation. 

Lord North arofe and afTured the Houfe, that, notwith- 
Handing what had happened in another place, he was ftill of 
opinion that the motion, as it then ftood, was of an extent 
which neither wifdom nor found policy could agree with. 
There was one f aper in particular which be thought highly 

improper 
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improper to be made public, viz. the inftru6tions to Lord and 
General Howe. It was dangerous and unprecedented to give 
fuch papers td'the public pending a negotiation. Had the 
motion been in a more narrow compafs, and related only to 
the fteps taken in confequence of their power, he would have 
readily joined with the honourable gentleman who made it. 
If the motion was carried in another place, he prefumed it 
might be with fuch qualification ; at all events he had one 
confolation ; gentlemen would be convinced at leaft, that it 
was not from any motives of perfonal fear or confcious cuU 
pbility, that the King's minifters had defired to withhold the 
information moved for. He grew warm. He faid, whatever 
effe£l the anecdote brought into the Houfe might have on the 
Houfe at large, he fhould, for his own part, adhere to his 
farmer opinion. He faid, he thought it extremely diforderly 
to mention what pafTed in another Houfe, in order to influ- 
ence the determinations of this. What the other Houfe had 
done or might grant, was nothing to that. The Houfe of 
Commons were not to be guided in their deliberations by any 
extrinfic confideration whatever: they never had, nor he 
trufted never would. They were an independent body, and 
he hoped they would not change their fentiments, merely on 
the account of an unauthenticated anecdote. The King's 
fervants in the other Houfe were moft certainly intrufted 
with the fecrets of adminiftration : they were confequently 
competent judges for themfelves, what ought, and what ought 
not, to be difcTofed ; but for his own part he ftill adhered to 
his former opinion, that no part of a negotiation ought to be 
made public till it was finally concluded or broke off. 

Mr. T. Tnvfi/hend contended, he was not difoaderly ; that 
nothing was more ufual, than to take notice of what pafled-in 
the other Houfe ; that a knowledge of each other's delibera- 
tions and general fentiments was the prime motive for relax- 
ing the refyeSdve (landing orders of each Houfe, and open- 
ing their doors' to each other ; and that, as to the cafe imme- 
diately before them, he (hould mention a particular circum- 
ftance, which happened but a few days before in the other 
Houfe ; when a motion being made for papers by a noble 
Duke [Duke of Richmond] it was objeded to by a noble 
Earl in office [Earl of Suffolk] ; but when the noble Duke 
replied, that a fimilar motion had been agreed to in the other 
Houfe, the noble Lord withdrew his oppofition, and inftantly 
acquiefced. 

Vot.VlIv G Mr, 
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Mr. Dunning took merit to himfelf, he feid, from being 
the caufe of continuing the debate^ fince it had introduced an 
anecdote of the utmoft confequence, and which he hoped 
urould penetrate to the heart of every meniber in the Houfe« 
He was forry, he faid, that the learned gentleman who 
fpoke before him affeded to be ignorant of the terms mino- 
rity and majority ; he was certain, if he pleafed, he eouU 
give a very clear definition of them, for he was occafionaljy 
an adherent of ixith« He did not think, however, that 
the noble Lord would be in a minority, unlefs he had 
-given inftrudions to feme of his adherents to leave him. 
[Here the Speaker called him to order] when he declared, 
he had broke no point of order, and thought himfelf juftified 
in proceeding. That the noble Lord would be of a majo- 
rity he was convinced, and therefore he could wifh to ad- 
drefs himfelf to the members who would compofe that majo- 
rity. He begged them to confider the manner in which they 
were treated ; they were held unworthy to be trufted with a 
fecret ; they were told it would be fatal to truft them ; and 
yet this mighty fecret was thrown upon a board in another 
place, that every newfpaper reader in London might be 
trufted with it. He begged them to refled on the important 
fituatioii which they held, their refponfibility to a body of 
free and independent reprefentatives, and the regard due to 
their own honours as men and members of a Britifh Parlia- 
ment. He was pointing out the inconfiftency of the Houfe 
firft afking for information, and then refuting to grant it to 
themfelves, when 

Mr. Speaker faid, he trufted the Houfe would give him cre- 
dit, when he afiured the learned gentleman, whom he took 
the liberty now to interrupt, that nothing partial or perfonal 
was meant. He found it to be neceflary ; he knew it to be 
his duty. It was the cuftom of that Houfe, to adhere to one 
certain rule The rule was, that no perfon fliould twice 
rife to fpeak to the fame queftion, unlefs to explain : that 
rule was departed from, in the prefent inftance, by his 
learned friend having been up before. He therefore hoped, 
while he a£ted fair and impartial in the difcharge of his duty, 
he would have the fupport of the Houfe s if not, they inuft 
take the confequences. 

Mr. Dunning exculpated the chair from any defigned par- 
tiality. He could not, however, avoid taking notice, that , 
the fame irregularity was permitted to be praftifcd by gentle- / 
men on the other fide of the Houfe. Nevcrthclefs, if the rule 

was 
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was ftriftly enforced, he would be content; if not, he 
looked upon hicnfelf equally entitled to indulgence with any 
other member. 

Governor Johnftone- adverted in a ludicrous manner to the 
artificial paiiion into which the noble Lord had worked him* 
felf up ; he apologized for him- by obferving, that it was no* 
thing wonderful to fee a minifter very angry indeed at being 
left in fo awkward a iituation. He fald, the war had been 
called the war of Parliament ; it was made in afTertion erf the 
pretended rights of Parliament ; it was begun, carried on, and 
fupported by Parliament, and muft be ended by them alone 
Where the war originated, there peace fhould originate — ia 
that Houfe ; the proportions of peace muft come from them^ 
or there never would be a peace at all* The reftraining afis 
muft be firft aboliftied ; thofe unjuft and impolitic ads, 
which, by condemning the innocent equally with the guilty^ 
made it the intereft of our friends to league with our ene- 
mies ; and, as a neceflary confequence, did a<9ually produce 
that very independence which now feemed to ftand fo much in 
the way of our negotiators^ He faid, the Congrefs was in 
general compofed of gentlemen as liberal and refpeftable as 
the members then fitting with Jiim ; there were indeed about 
four or five fa^ious fpirits amongft them, who have been 
enabled to carry their views to the height they have done, by 
no other means than the violent obftinacy and impolitic mea« 
fures of miniftry. If we had not endeavoured to retrench 
their liberty, they never could have attained — they never 
would have fought, independence. He took notice of the 
flourifliing ftatie to which America had attained in a very few 
vears before our invafion of her liberties, and imputed that 
improvement to the freedom of her laws which Great Britain 
had given her — an epitome of our own government. This 
was a fecret which England firft difcovered, of rendering her 
government in the extremities of her wide empire as compact 
and ftrong as that of other free nations had been weak and 
inefFe£tual— «their colonifts were flaves ; Britain had made 
hers free as herfelf ! In fupport of this argument he inftanced 
the continued wars, tumults, outrages, and weaknefs of our 
governments in the Eaft Indies — ^becaufe there is no free- 
dom there— ^they are governed in Leadenhail-ftreet. He 
thought it neceflary, on account of the very diftraded ftate of 
our ^airs in that country, to give notice, that he would, on 
fome future day, move the Houfe to go into a committee on 
the afiairs of the £aft-India Company. 

G 2 Colonel 
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Colonel Barrg (hewed fome humour upon the embarrafl^ 
ment of the noble Lord. It was enough to make any pre- 
mier not only angry, but mad, to fee himfelf reduced to fuch 
a dilemma — either to vote that what was proper to be com- 
municated to the Lords was not fit for the ear of the Coi Si- 
mons—or to in treat hh friends, who have hitherto carried 
him through every oppofition, to leave him on this occafion 
in an awkward minority. He wiihed to know with what 
grace his Lordfhip could fland up in that Houfe, and (ay^ 
^' the Houfe of Lords, and, through them, all the nation, 
ihall know thefe things ; but wifdom and found policy com- 

fcl me to keep them a fecret from the Houfe of Commons." 
f the noble Lord were of that fentiment, he advifed him to 
carry his patriotifm ftill further, and impeach thofe minifters, 
who, contrary to wifdom and found policy, had dared to be- 
tray the King's fecrets in the Houfe of Lords. If his Lord- 
ihip would take this ftep, the Colonel was ready to join him, 
and recommended him for further fupport to a member then 
fitting near him [the Solicitor General] who, when he ufed 
to divide with minorities, exprefled a fondnefs for impeach- 
ments ; [alluding to his promifed impeachment of Lord HillC 
borough, for bis official condu6i, as fecretary of ftate for the 
colonies ;] and now, that he was likely to be again in a mi- 
nority, might probably feel a return of the (ame incli- 
nation* 

To grant a motion for papers to be laid before one Houfe, 
and refufe it to another, was fuch an indignity as he hoped 
the BritiQi Houfe of Commons would not fubmit to ; as 
the giving them to one was, in fad, giving them to both* 
No argument could be offered to reconcile to common fenfe 
the rejection of the motion then on the table, except the mi- 
nifter would venture to fay, that their Lordfliips, in another 
place, are too much above attending to the afiairs of the na- 
tion ; and that papers on their table may lie unnoticed, 
which, in the lower Houfe, would meet a very warm dif- 
cuffion. If that was the miniAer's idea, he took, as a fort of 
compliment, the knowledge which hisLordfhip feemed to have 
pf the trim of that Houfe. His Lord(hip's warndth in his 
prefent novelty of iituation might teach him to make allow- 
ance for the heat of thofe gentlemen, who, glowing with a 
generous fire, with truth and rpafon on their Sdes, are often - 
unfortunately in a minority. The minifler deferved from 
them ' a fimilar uidulgence, when he accidently found him- 
felf in a minority — a cabinet minority! He concluded 

with 
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with congratulations to his Lordfliip on his prefent happy 
iituation* 

The Solicitor General fpoke againft the 'indefinite latitude 
of the motion : he contended, that the exprefiions ufed in the 
debate of '^ granting or refufing*' information, did not apply 
to admlniftration, but to the Houfe's granting or refufing the 
propofitions which might^ome from any of its members in- 
dividually ; therefore the words carried no infult to the 
Houfe ; neither was it any indignity to the members, that 
information fhould be refufed to one Houfe which had been 
granted to another— if the Houfe deilred it, it could not be 
refufed. The queftibn then was, whether the Houfe fiiould 
judge it proper to grant or refufe what was defired by fomeof 
its members. Gentlemen, who thought it a flight on that 
Houfe to conteft the motion an inftant after it was carried in 
another place, fliould recoiled, that whilft they feem to fup- 
port their dignity, they are abfolutely trampling upon it; 
and he wondered any gentleman would venture to fay, in that 
Houfe— '^ the Hou(e of Lords have determined 'to do this, 
-—therefore we muft do it alfo." 

Mr. Foxj in fupport of his own motion, obferved, that 
the only argument which had been offered againft it, was now 
overturned by the vote of the Lords— the danger of betray- 
f ng» fecrets. Thofe fecrets were laid open by the refolution 
of the upper Houfe ; it was therefore no longer an argument 
to be refuted. He would not recede from tne literal extent 
of the motion. The inftrudions to our commiffioners, which 
the noble Lord wanted to conceal, were a principal objed to 
him. He was told of a pending negotiation ; it was already 
pending for two years, and if it was to continue for twenty 
more, the fame reafon would hold good till then, againft an 
inquiry into them, and the reafons why they have hot fuc- 
ceedea. As yet no vifible good efFe£b has been experienced 
from the granting them, except the income of one hundred 
pounds a week to each of the commiilioners. Lord North 
(aid, he had mentioned that thofe inftrudions had been 
moved for before, and refufed for the fame reafon now ad- 
vanced. It was not right to difclofe them at that time. Is 
then that never to be granted which has been once refufed I 
Is the glorious right of being ignorant of public afiairs never 
to be given up ? Are we to tell our conftituents, we are 
not fit to be trufted with the knowledge of public tranfa£lions i 
Thofe are only to be communicated to the Houfe of Lords! 
I may be told (faid he) we are contending for a very trifling 
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matter, and when all the fteps taken towards a pacification 
are laid before us, they will amount to nothing : their efFefl 
will of courfe be nothing. Yet I will contend, that thofe two 
nothings will amount to fomething. You know, Mr. 
Speaker, that in your profei&on there is a form of returning 
a writ nihilj or nothing ; yet, Sir, you well know, that a re* 
turn of two nibils amount to zfcire facias^ which is a power* 
ful fomething. Now the fomething that would be produced 
by the two nihlh^ which may be returned to us upon the prc- 
fent inquiry, will be a conviction to the nation, as well a$ 
to this Houfe, of the incapacity or abfolute difinclination in 
adminiftration to put an end to the diftradlions with which 
this empire is torn^ and enable us to apply an efFe£):ual re- 
medy to thofe diforder?, before the folly, madnefs, or wicked- 
nefs of miniflers {ball have brought us to a fiate of irre- 
trievable ruin. By (hewing us the caufes why paft negotia-r 
tions have failed, it will perhaps point out a new mode of 
proceeding, which may be free from thofe difficulties that 
have caufed our paft mifcarriages. Convinced perhaps of the 
inefficacy of violent remedies, we may learn, though late, to 
prefer ibe lenitives. For two years that a certain noble Lord 
has prefidcd over American affairs, the moft violent, fcalp«? 
ing, tomahawk meafures have been purfued : — bleeding has 
been his only prefcription. If a people deprived of their an- 
tient rights are grown tumultuous— bleed them! — ^If thgr 
arc attacked with a fpirit of infurredion — bleed them !— If 
their fever Qiould rife into rebellion — bleed them, cries this 
ftate-phyfician ! More blood ! more blood ! ftill more blood ! 
When Dr. Sangrado (faid he) had pcrfevered in a fimilar 
pra<3ice of bleeding his patients,— killing by the very means 
which he ufed for a cure, — his man took the liberty to re- 
monftrate upon the neceflity of relaxing in a pra<ftice to 
which thoufands of their patients had fallen facrifices, and 
which was beginning to bring their names into difrepute. 
The dodlor anfwered, I believe we have indeed carried the 
matter a little too far \ but you muft know I have written a 
book upon the efficacy of this pra61ice, therefore, though 
every patient we have (bould die by it, we muft continue the 
bleeding for the credit of my book. — He afked the noble 
Lord, who had often held Wafhington and his army very 
cheap, what idea he entertained of their courage and abjlities» 
iince he read the accounts arrived that day ? 

He faid, a few days ago he dropped a fufpicion of fome 
diyifion in adminiftration, conceived from a circumftance of 

reading^ 
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reading the King's fpeech at the houfe of a certain noble Lord 
on the day before it was delivered in Parliament. The pre- 
mier then 6ontradi3ed him, and talked largely of their una- 
nimity ; but now his words were verified, from the difiPerent 
fentiment of minifters in the upp^r and thofe in the lower 
Houfe : and hence he was warranted, he thought, in drawing 
this conclufion— "that he, whofe fentiments feemed moft rea- 
fonable, was the moft inconfiftent in his conduA. The noble 
Lord at the head of the treafury always profefled a difpofi. 
tion for peace ; yet would not give any proofs that he had 
taken a fingle ftep towards obtaining it — but the minifter in 
another houfe had ever declared, that it was his opinion no- 
thing ought to be done by us towards a pacification ; he there- 
fore fhewed no objedion to produce papers, which, in tefti- 
mony of his confiflency, would (hew that nothing had been 
done. He concluded with a fuggeftion to fuch members as 
talked fometimes of being independent in their principles^ 
though they fupported adminiftralion ; — telling them, if they 
did not on this occafion (land up for the dignity of the Hou(9 
they could never after wipe away the imputation of being 
mere pupppts to the minifter, without onp principle of reafon^ 
pride, or honour I 

Governor Pownall faid, he had no intention of mixing in 
with the debate of this day, nor of fpeaking ; but a$ he 
never has let any opportunity of fpeaking pafs, wjien the fub* 
]t8t of peace or conciliation came upon the tapis ; and as he 
moft devoutly wiihed to fee peace between this country and 
America, he did prefume to offer himfelf to the Houfe. He 
(aid, he had fomething which he conceived to be of the laft 
importance to communicate to the Houfe, to this very point. 
He faid, he did not care whether 'the papers afked for were 

S ranted by the Houfi^ or not: not that he would ftand in the 
efcription made by a learned gentleman, of thofe who were 
fuppofed to confefs themfelves unworthy of having thefe 
papers communicated to them ; but really, as he thought the 
papers afked for, from the commif&on down to the loweft 
draughty were of fo^little confequence, that he thought them 
uf ^rtby of the Houfe, fo far as rcfpeded the fubjecft of 
pi . That even the a£l of Parliament itfelf was of no 
iil«port to that point ; for, under the powers of this a£l, the 
government of this country could not treat with the Americans 
but as fubjedts. In this view of it, queftions have, been 
afked. Had Liord Howe powers to treat I or did the Ameri- 
cans refufti to treat \ .Lord Howe, he faid, could have no 

G 4 powers 



88 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

powers to treat with them on the ground which they infifted 
to take; and they refufed to treat on any other ground. 
They did not only refufe it then, but five months after. After 
General Howe had finifhed his campaign of 1776, the Con* 
grefs came to refolutions'to inflrudl their com miilioners at 
the feveral courts in Europe, to afTure thofe courts, that, not- 
withftanding ^^ the artful and infidious endeavours of the 
court of Great Britain, to reprefent the Congrefs and inha- 
bitants of the United States as having a difpofition again to 
fubmit to the fovereignty of the crown of Great Britain, it 
is their determination at all events to maintain their inde- 
pendence." He then produced a copy of the refolve, dated 
Dec. 30, 1 776, and read it t© the purport above. Here, faid 
he, what terms will the gentlemen in government, on their 
fide the Houfe, ofFer ? What terms will the gentlemen on 
the other fide the Houfe defire to meet thefe propo-. 
fitions ? Will they alfo make this artful and infidious re« 
prefentation of the difpofition of the Americans ? 1 know^ 
faid he, that what I have faid, and what I fhall fay fur- 
ther, will difpleafe gentlemen on both fides ; but I have 
no menagements to keep, either with individuals or parties of 
men : I have none to oblige ; I have none to fear. On oc- 
cafions like this I fhall look not to men, but to things, 
and in that line fhall inforin the Houfe, and perhaps me 
nation, for I do not fee that they have yet learnt it, of a 
very ferious truth. That the Houfe may not think that I 
am hazarding opinions and talking at random, I will beg to 
remind them, that nine years ago, in the years 1768 and 
1769, when you were beginning the quarrel that has brought 
on this horrid and defiruSive war, I did explain to the Houfe, 
- not in general words, but by a particular detail, the ftate and 
circumftances of America and its inhabitants ; and from 
thence defcribed the. ifTue of this bufinefs literally and precifely 
as it has turned out in every event to this great and interefl-- 
ing one. There was nobody, at that time, knew fo much 
of that matter as myfelf ; ana I thought it my duty at that 
ti*me ; I fpoke out, without nunagement or referve. The 
Hpufe did not care to believe it, and were lefs willing Co hear 
it ; I was not well heard, yet it was true ; it has proved true 
in every iota. When, upon your fending troops to Boflon, 
the Americans were driven to war, I firft informed this 
Houfe, and I believe government alio, that the Americans 
were not unprepared to meet any event ; that they had fore- 
feen what mufl come, and were prepared both in civil as 

well 
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well as military arrangements, to .candu<^ their own aiFairs, 
and- to refift your meafures. I then informed the Houfe of 
the very conftitution by which they now aft, under the 
Congrefs. I then informed the Houfe of their having planned 
and modelled an army ; the Houfe did not c::re to underftand, 
though they did not difbelieve this. 

I now tell this Houfe and goverijment, that the Americans 
never will return again to their fubjeftion to the government 
of this country. If the paper which I have juft read be not 
fufficient proof, I may, perhaps, on fome future occafion, 
explain fomething of ftill more importance. But this muft 
be conviftion to any perfon, who underftands the courfe of 
affairs. A people, whofe affairs are interwoven and fo con- 
nedted as the affairs of the Americans are with feveral Euro- 
pean fiates, pledging themfelves to thofe ftates in this folemii 
manner, are engaged beyond all poflibility of retreat. On 
tliis ground, as well as from the convidion of many other 
matters which my mind pofleiTes, but which the prefent is 
not the proper time to explain them in, I now take upon me 
to aflert direftly, and in terms, that your fovereignty over 
America is abolifhed and gone for ever. I could fay the fame 
of your navigation a6t j but I will liot enter upon that fub- 
jed, particularlv on this occafion. The Houfe feams un- 
willing to be told this. I will only repeat what I iaid on a 
like occafion, and upon a like temper of the Houfe— if the 
Houfe is not difpofed to believe this, if the Houfe is unwil- 
ling to hear it, they will remember that they have been told 
it ; that they have been forewarned of it ; and I repeat as a 
truth in adual event, the fovereignty of this country over 
America is aboliihed and gone for ever: that the navigation 
aft is annihikted. 

Of what ufe then are thefe papers, commi/Eons, inflruc- 
tions, or any other papers formed under an aft of Parlia- 
ment, which fuppofes that fovereignty to exifl ? of what ufe 
or power is any aft of Parliament refpefting that country ? 
Of what import are our debates on this fubjeft? It may be 
matter of amufement for different fides of the Houfe, to con- 
tinue endlefs and fruitlefs difputes, and abufe one another on 
this fubjeft; but it is of no import to the Americans; it is 
of no real import to the point of bufinefs in this preiSng 
crifis. Until you (hall be convinced that you are no longer 
foveretgns over America, but that the United States are an 
independent fovereign people — until you are prepared to 
treat with them as fuch«— it is of no confequence at all, what 
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fchetnes or plans of conciliation this fide of the Houfe, or tKat^ 
may adopt. I have at this time told you the fadl, which I 
have juft now declared, in order that ye may no ioneer amufe 
and abufe yourfelves with impradlicable ideas. And as of the 
ibvereignty, fo 1 fay of the navigation ad* You rouft no 
longer expe£t to reafon, ora£^ as though that ftill exifted, or. 
would be any longer permitted to have efFe£l. The Ameri- 
cans have repealed it> and it is annihilated with the powers ol 
Europe. Thofe perfons who hear me, may remember^ 
that, at the beginning of this bufinefs, I told them, that the 
houfe of Bourbon -only wanted an occafion to difpute the 
ground of our a£t of navigation, and that they would infcrt 
themfelves in this bufinefs (if they had no other views) to 
ihis very point. We have given them the very occafion, and 
have they not inferted themfelves in the bunnefs?— If you 
were at this moment in treaty with America on that point, it 
is not in her power to grant you terms confonant to that zSti 
they could meet you only on fuch terms as are not contrary 
to, and incongruous with, their engagements with France, 
Defiffous as they were of a commercial treaty with Spain, 
^ they could not propofe any terms to his Catholic Majefly,. 
but fuch as were not inconfiftent with their engagements with 
France, or difagreeable to his moft Chriftian Majefty." In 
the very fame predicament muft they meet you whenever 
they come to treat with you. To fpeak precifely, they 
have not as yet any adual, definitive treaty with France, but 
the two powers are under ilipulations and convention, in 
which they perfe<3ly underftand each other. All the treaty 
that this country can ever expert with America is foederau, . 
and that perhaps only commercial. In fuch treaty perhaps, 
you may obtain favourable terms; but exclufive terms of 
trade you muft never more expert. They are determined to 
maintain their independence at all events. The Dutch, in 
their diftrefs, hawked about the offer of the fovereignty of 
their country. They offered it to the Duke of Anjou ; they 
offered it to Henry the third of France j they offered it to 
Elizabeth of England; but the Americans will never offer 
that of their country to any power on earth. They have a 
quite different meafure in referve ; which perhaps I may on 
fome future occafion explain. They are determined at all 
events to be independent; and they will be fo. All then 
that remains for us, if we mean to coniider and adopt what is 
really praflicable, is to take fuch ground as is aftually left t0 
VS. L^t us appoint a committee to take into coniideration^. 
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and revife all our laws refpcfling the government, revenues, 
^pd trade of America, and of our commerce in Europe. And 
let us, on fuch revifion, adapt our laws to our adual, not our 
imaginary ftate. I was once called upon by a noble Lord, 
who iS| 1 am fure, as uniform in his wifhes for peace as he 
is in his fpirit for candu£^ing the war, to propofe fuch a com^ 
inittee two or three years ago. I wi(h it had then been come 
into. I will now, in my turn, call upon that noble Lord. 
This, in my opinion, is the only thing we have left to do, or 
can do. As to the papers called for, they are of no more 
confequence than fo much wade paper. Nothing can have 
been done, nothing ever will be done in that line ; fo I care 
Dot whether the Houfe grants the motion or not. 

Lord George Germaine^ in anfwer to Mr. Fox's queftion, 
relating to American courage, declared, that he had never 
faid iq that Houfe, or any where elfe, that the Americans 
were a daftardly or a cowardly enemy. He had indeed ever 
averted, that with equal force General Wafhington could not 
ftand before the Britifh troops, who were at this day perhaps 
the bravefl in the world, and had in the prefent war per« 
formed fervices unequalled in the hiftory of empires. This 
was his belief, and the news then juft received had given him 
no reafon to alter his opinion. General Wafhington's force 
was fifteen thouiand, not fpeaking of the militia; General 
Howe's numbers were but thirteen thoufand rank and file| 
yet he defeated the continental troops. He was forry to iay^ 
that however favourable the accounts juft received might be^ 
pothing decifive had happened. General Howe had been 
vidorious in two general engagements \ the firft in his march 
to Philadelphia, which was taken pofleffion of by the King*!) 
troops on the 25th of September; the |aft, when the rebels 
attacked our camp, and were repulfed with great lofs.— He 
beflowed the higheft encomiums on the abilities of the gene- 
rals, and the bravery of the troops ; and particularly on the 
gallant behaviour of Sir Harry Clinton^ in an expedition up 
the North River, in which, fervices h^d been performed 
fcarcely entitled to credit, if they had not been authenticated 
beyond a poffibility of doubt. The only check the troops 
had received, he (aid, was in the attack of a fort near Phila- 
delphia, on the banks of the river Delaware, which unfortu^ 
nately mifcarried ; but even in |:hat aiFair nothing was to be 
Imputed to mifconduf): or want of bravery; but was merely 
the e&d of thofe accidents to which the beft planned opera- 
lions are liable* As to thp obje^ of Uie queftion before the 
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Houfe, he always underftood, that no part of a negotiation 
ought to be difclofed while it was depending.— If the powers 
which the a£l of Parliament of the i6th of his prefent Ma- 
jefty, for appointing commiffioners to treat with our fubje6ls 
in America) were inadequate, that might be a good reafon for 
inquiring what had been done under thofe powers, and ap- 
plying to Parliament for more extenflve ones. Nothing of 
the kind had been fo much as hinted, by thofe who had been 
intrufted with the execution. On the contrary, the Congrefs 
refifted all fteps towards conciliation at the ver^ threfhold ; 
they refiifed to treat upon any other terms but bemg acknow- 
ledged an independent afTembly, the full reprefentative oF the 
feveral independent ftates who appointed them. Various 
opinions had been given from different fides of the Houfe.— 
The honourable gentleman, who fpoke laft, was of opinion, 
that America would not treat, unlefs we acknowledge her to 
be independent ; that we were unequal to reduce her by force 
of arms to obedience ; and that the moft we could now expeA 
was, to enter into a fcederal alliance with her upon commer- 
cial principles, and a profpecl of advantages in the way of 
trade. As to the pradicability of reducing our rebellious 
fubjeds in America by force of arms, great as our refources, 
powerful as our fleets and armies, and brave and able as we 
were, he began to defpair of fuccefs if they (hould continue 
united; but ftill, for his part, he fhould think himfelf 
highly criminal, if he advifed or co-operated in any meafures 
for entering into a fcederal union with rebels. If they could 
not be brought back to a ftate of conftitutional obedience, 
he (hould, for his part, be much better pleafed to break off all 
political connexion whatever with them, than ftoop to the 
humiliating condition of fubmitting to what terms they might 
think proper to grant. — Though he differed from the ho- 
nourable gentleman as to the propofition of a fcederal com- 
mercial union, he heartily acquiefced in his fentiments 
refpeding the ultimate views of the colonies.— He believed, 
they were the fame from the beginning ; that they aimed at 
independence ; and that nothing fhort of that would content 
them. On that ground, therefore, he ftood ; if Parliament 
were willing to relinquifh the fovereis;nty of America, he had 
no more to fay; he would cheerfully acquiefce, becaufe it 
was his duty. If, on the other hand, Parliament faw the ne- 
ceffity of profccuting the war upon the mere principle of 
felf-defence, it would follow, that the moft decifive exertions 
ihould be made -, for he was certain nothing (hort of thofe 
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would anfwer any effe;^ual purpofe : for if the war was let 
to linger, the ftrength and refources of the nation would be 
exbaulted. Campaign after campaign, battle after battle, 
would never anfwer, and might in another view be attended 
with great danger. America was almoft ruined, and was 
buffering under every fpecies of human mifery. The idea of 
a total and permanent feparation from this country might 
probably detach numbers from what they deemed a juft 
caufe, while a fecurity of their rights, and a modification of 
our claims, was what alone they imagined their leaders had in 
view. If therefore means could be devifed to prevent the 
fecret affiftaiKe they received from fome of the powers of 
Europe, he ftill retained an expedation, that they might be 
compelled to return to their duty. The honourable gentle- 
man, whofpoke lafl: but one [Mr. Fox] had reprefented him 
as delighting in blood ; he begged leave to afTure him, he was 
entirely miftaken; he always abhorred the efFufion of blood, 
could it have been poffibly avoided. He was equally mif- 
taken relative to his imputed ideas about unconditional fub- 
miiSon. No man was ever more ready to give way, even to 
the prejudices of America, than he ; but he could never learn, 
how it was poffible to treat with fubjeds in arms, till they 
acknowledged the relation, which could be the only founda- 
tion of treaty ; namely, that they were fubjeds. This was 
his decided opinion before he came into office ; he had been 
uniform in his language. Since he was called into the King's 
counfcls, he never varied ; and whatever charges or infinua- 
tions to the contrary may have been thrown' out, he could 
fairly fay, that whenever he had been confulted by his Sove- 
reign, he had always advifed him like an honeft man. — He 
begged pardon of the Houfe for detaining it fo long. He 
(hould not have faid fo much, if he had not been heated and 
off his guard, on account of all the odium which had been 
attempted to be heaped on him. The honourable gentleman 
feemed to throw all the blame of every mifcarriage on him; 
and faid, that every one meafure undertaken by him had 
failed in his hands. It might or might not be fo; but all he 
had to fay in his ju(li£cation was, that he a<Sled intentionally 
right; and that if his information had proved true, they 
muft have been attended with fuccefs. He was prepared and 
willing that his whole condu<S^ fhould undergo the moil 
fevereand rigid inquiry, as he was conicious of its reditude; 
and wzs certain it was perfedly juflifiable, according to the 
information he received, which, in many particulars, he had 
fmce great reafon to believe was wrong. 

General 
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General Conway replied to the laft noble Lord, and mad6 
Tnany pofnted remarks on the incongruity of feveral parts of 
Tiis fpeech. He obferved, that the noble Lord faid, if the 
colonies fhould continue united, the ftrength, prowefs, and 
refources of this country, however great, were unequal to the 
talk. The noble Lord does not fay, they are not united $ 
yet his Lordfliip, according to his own argument, is for pro* 
fecuting the war without the leaft profpedl of fuccefs.-— Why 
then fpill the blood, and wafte the treafures of this country, 
to no efFeS? America cannot be conquered ; if it were, the 
noble Lord tonfefles, it would not be worth retaining by force 
of arms, but neverthclefs, he recommends a continuance of 
the war.— He then declared, whatever other gentlemen on 
cither fide of the Houfe might think, he believed, if Parlia* 
ment would once adopt pacific meafures, matters might be 
yet amicably fettled, upon a clear, permanent, confthutional 
footing 'y we might recover the monopoly of the American 
tradfe, which was all we ever had a right to expedl; and be» 
come once more, a happy, united, and powerful people. It 
v/as true, as adminiftration had done from the beginnings 
they might firft predidl, and then verify their predidtions.-^ 
It was probable, if they much longer perfif^ed in meafures of 
blood, devaftation, and carnage, that America would never 
treat with or acknowledge any political relation whatever| 
but that no more proved, that they would not now, than 
every other prediction of theirs, which afterwards by iiieir 
conducSl came to be fulfilled. On the whole, if fome propa« 
fition was not fhortly made, on our part, he expeftcd nothing 
clfe; and fhould not be furprifed, if the people of America 
ever after refufed to hear of accommodation j becaufe, were be 
equally circumftanced, he (hoald aft precifely in the fame 
manner. He concluded by affirming, that ail the evils which 
have fince happened, arofe from the aft impowering com- 
miilioners to treat; the defect ivenefs of the inftruftions under 
that a6t ; and the delay and negleft in not fending out the 
commiffioner in time. 

The Lord Advocate of Scotland faid nothing new on thtf 
fubjeft. He declaimed vehemently againft the propriety rf 
the motion; and infifted to bring America to reafon, we 
muft make her feel our power. He faid, he was not in the 
laft Parliament, and could not confequendy judge how firf 
either party were wrong in the beginning ; but fince he bad 
the honour of a feat in that Houfe, he had afted uniformly 

to 



A. 1777- £) E B A T E S* ^i 

to the beft of his judgment, free from partiality or predilec- 
tion i and that if the fame fccne was to prefent itfelf again, 
he never, gave a iingle vote that he would not cheerfully 
repeat* 

The queftion was put, and ^he Houfe divided. Ayes 178, 
Noes 89. 

December 3^ 

This day the Houfe rcfolved itfelf into a Committee of 
Supply, to confider of the army eftimates. 

As foon as Sir Charles Whitworth took the chair of the 
Committee, Lord Barrington rofe and moved the following 
refolutions, according to the eiiimates then lying on the table^ 
His Lordfhip informed the Houfe, that they nearly corre- 
fponded with thofe'of the preceding year, except a fum in- 
curred for the difference of the pay of 4000 troops, paid by 
Ireland, and of courfe on that eftablKhment, which deficiency 
had been lately pointed out by Mr. Barry Barry, an Irifli 
member. After giving a detail of the feveral ftations of the 
troop^, his LordQiip moved, That 20,000 men be employed 
in Gre^t Britain for the fervice of the year 1778, guards, 
garrifons, and invalids included. 

Colonel Barre defired to know, before any fubfequent fup^ 
plies (hould be granted, what was the number of troops ferv- 
ing in Aoierica. 

Lord Barringt$n replied, that the whole army upon paper 
confifted of 55,095 men, 14,000 of which were under the 
immediate command of General Carhton, 20,000 under 
General Howe, and the remaining 21,000, confifting of 
Regulars, Provincials, &c. were ferving at New York, Staten 
Ifland, Rhode liland. Nova Scotia, the Weft Indies, Penfa- 
cola, &c. 

Mr. Byng faid, that he (hould be glad to mention a circum- 
ftance which occurred to him, on a certain noble Lord's ob- 
ferving, the night before, that General Howe always at* 
tacked General Wafliin^ton with an inferior force. I fhoukt 
be glad to. know, faid he, whether the 20,000 men, which 
are now faid to have landed with General. Howe, are inferior 
to the number of 15,000 men, which has been ftated to be 
under the command of General Wafhington. It is a fad^ 
that the noble Lord yefterday reprefented the number of out 
army to be 1 3,000 men, and the number of General Waih- 
ington's to be 15,000. It appeared extremely inconfiftenC 
to him that General Howe (hould attack an army of 15,00a 
men with o^y 1.3,000 mcAi when the number of bis army 
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was actually 20,000. This was a circumfiance, he con- 
cluded, that required invef^igation, and he called on the 
noble. Lord in quell ion to explain it. If the account now 
given by the noble Lord was correft, we had no great reafon 
to pride ouifclves in our fuperior bravery; as we muft have 
had a fuperiority of four to three. — 1 he alternative could 
not be evaded ; either we were fuperior, or the noble Lord 
who has the fuperintendence of the army mifinformed the 
Houfe; or, if he was right, the noble Lord in high office was 
grofsly iniftaken. 

Lord George Germaine anfwered, that the queftion was cer- 
tainly pertinent and proper^ and that he fhould readily anfwer 
it. He acknowledged it was true he had ftated the army 
under General Howe to be 1 3,000 men, and that of Gene- 
ral Wa&ington's to be 15,000 men, and did fo ftill ; but 
then he neither included in that number the artillery, officers, 
or wounded foldiers. He only fpoke of 13,000 men with 
arms on their (houlders; 13,000 efFe<Slive men engaged in 
battle, and that conquered 15,000. 

Colonel Barre exprtflid the greateft furprife at the reply 
of the noble Lord — He never heard fo barefaced, palpable, 
and mean a quibble in his life — Never, he laid, did he hear a 
(cldier fo exprefs himfelf ; never, he was convinced, did a 
minifter ofwar obtrude un the Houfe of Commons fuch an 
aflertion : — It is deferving of remembrance, and I promife 
the noble Lord, fays he, it (hall be remembered. Wha^ 
continues the Colonel, exclude from the lift of the army die - 
officers and artillery, becaufe they do not carry firelocks? 
Are not the officers concerned in the battle? Are not the 
artillery ? Do they nothing towards conqueft ? The noble 
Lord may have partial experience on his fide, perhaps, to 
prove fuch docirine; but I will promife him, it would be very 
ungracious to a Biitifli audience, and would gain little credit 
even in a domeftic circle. The Colonel then called upon 
the noble Lord to declare upon his honour, what was become 
of General Burgoyne and his brave troops ; and whether or 
not he had not received exprefles from Quebec, informiag 
him of his having furrendered himfelf, with his whole army, 
prifoners of war ? 

Lord George Gentwirte faid in anfwer, that he was ever 
ready to give to the Houfe the moft early and authentic 
intelligence of any tranfa^lion within his knowledge; aiid 
now, though the recital muft give him pain, he knew it to 
be his duty to inform the Houfe, that he had, indeed, re- 
ceived 
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ceived exprefles from Quebec, with a piece of very unhappy 
intelligence, which, however, was not authenticated, and he 
could hot declare it officially : it had been fent from Ticon- 
deroga to Quebec, and had come to Ticonderoga by the re- 
ports of deferCers. The tidings were, that General Burgoyne 
amd his army were furrounded by a force greatly fuperior— 
cut oft' from frefh fupplies of provifions, and unable to pierce 
through the numbers of the enemy — fo fituatcd, he had been 
forced to capitulate, and had furrendered himfelf and his 
army prifoners, on condition that they fiiould engage not to 
ferve during the war in America; (hould have a fafe convey- 
ance to the water*f]de, and have leave from thence to return 
to tbeir native country/ It was a moft unwelconre, and a 
mqft unfortunate aftair ; but, however, he hoped, the Houfe 
wouM not be over ansdous in condemnation, nor decide on 
the propriety or impropriety of the concerted plan that led to 
this unhappy event* He hoped they would fufpend their 
judgments both on the condu^ of the general and of the mi* 
nifter on this occafion. He hoped the conduct of both would 
appear free from guilt. For his part, be declared he was 
ready to fubmit bis condu£t in planning the expedition to the 
judgment of the Houfe. If it appeared impotent, weak, and 
injurious, let thecenfure of the Houfe fall upon him. He was 
ready to abide it ; as every minifter, who regards the welfare 
of his country, ought at all times to have his conduct fcruti- 
nixed by bis country* 

Colonel Barri rofe again, and in a moft animated, fevere 
manner, reprehended the noble Lord. He declared he was 
fhocked at the cool, eafy manner in which he related the fate 
of the brave Burgoyne ; he was more fo at the afTurance of 
infmuating, that a portion of the blame might lie at the door 
of the General. Was there, he exclaimed, a man in the 
Houfe who in his heart could fay, that Burgoyne had failed 
through his own mifconduft I That he had (hewn the leaft 
iign (^cowardice, the leaft fymptom of negied in the expe- 
dition he was thruft into ? He was certain, there were none 
would fay fo. But every man would fay^ or at leaft every 
man would think, that the man who planned the expedition 
was to blame. The minifter alone who concerted the fchepne, 
is obnoxious to reprehenfion for its failu#e. It was an incon- 
fiftent fcbeme, an impradicable one, unworthy of a Britifli 
minifter, and rather too abfurd for an Indian chief. Re- 
member bow frequently, how earneftly^ and fincerely, I have 
warned, fays he, the minifter, of the c£Fe<3s of this plan. I 

Vol. VII. H forefaw 



98 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

forcfaw the confequences. I foretold the event. It was faid 
I fpoke in prophecy ; has not my prophecy come to pafs ? 
But in what terms can I exprefs my furprife at the bravery, 
my indignation at the elFrontery of the noble Lord, in de- 
claring he will abide the cenfure of this Houfe, and fubmit hts 
condudt to their eye. Does the noble Lord knew the extent 
of his criminality ? Does he know the refentments of this 
Houfe? I believe he knows neither; but how foon he may 
it is not for me to determine. 

I would beg leave, continues he, to call the attention of 
the Committee to the conduct of the Americans. They have 
been branded in this Houfe with every opprobrious epithet 
that meannefs could invent ; termed cowardly and inhuman. 
Let us mark the proof. They have obliged as brave a gene* 
ral as ever commanded a body of Britifh troops to furrender; 
fuch is their cowardice: and, inftead of throwing chains upon 
thefe troops, they have nobly given them. their freedom ; fuch' 
is their inhumanity. I only wifh, from this fingle circuni« 
llance, to draw this fair conclufion, that inftead of being 
engaged with a fet of lawlefs, defperate adventurers, we find 
them, by experience, to be men of the moft exalted (enti* 
ments; infpired by that genius of liberty which is the nobleft 
emotion of the Houfe, which it is impoffible to conquer, 
impradlicable to difmifs. 

Honourable 'Jamei LuttrclU I find myfelf under a neceffity 
of requefting the indulgence of the Houfe for a few minuter, 
becaufe I think it my duty, to take every opportunity of re- 
peating my abhorrence of the mercenary and favage princi- 
ples of a civil war, which has never yet held out conftitu- 
tional terms of peace to be its objed ; and as I do conceive, 
that whilft unconditional fubmifficn is the language of the 
minifters and Parliament, all efforts to conquer America muft 
prove in vain, 1 cannot agree to vote away the lives and pro- 
perties of my fcllow-fubjeds, merely for the purpofe of enrich- 
ing and aggrandifmg a few favourites and flatterers placed 
near the throne. 

The Americans, ir is evident, will not give up their liber- 
ties, they will die firft ; all the eloquence of a Cicero cannot , 
perfuade us, that the unfortunate, mifled Burgoyne is vifto- 
fious ; that General Clinton is in defirable fafery ; orjuftly 
give the boafted title of conqueror of America to Sir William 
Howe ; yet the latter is reprei'ented with a great and powerful 
army in the field ; he v/ants neithep for money, nor ihips, nor 
troops i he wants but the only one neccfliry article for con- 
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folation in defeat, or permanency and advantage in viftory, I 
mean a juft caufe; and Great Britain never, never can build 
up fame or dignity to itfelf, upon adls of injuftice and op- 
preffion. 

But minifters have hopes of important fuccefs. Sir, that 
language ought at leaft to imply, fome honeft, virife Ameri- 
cans may, upon found principles, be induced to return to 
their allegiance ; but is there a gentleman in this Houfe, that 
would candidly acquit the abettors of unconditional fubmif- 
lion, of deferving the flavery you endeavour to yoke them 
with? Is it to obtain fuch an humiliating end, that the Ame- 
rican now confoles himfelf for the lofs of a father, friend, or 
brother, who fell in the battle? No, Sir, it was for liberty 
they fought, for liberty they died ; that only can repay the 
lofs, and obtain forgivenefs of the murder. 

The Revolution which brought the pr.efent family to the 
throne, was obtained by men fo refolveJ; our Magna Charta 
was obtained by men fo refolved ; and the Americans have 
not proved themfelves lefs deferving of their liberties, than 
thofe Britons. An American Magna Charta is what they 
wifely contend for ; not a Magna Charta to be taxed by 
ftrangers a thoufand leagues diftant. But the conftitutioa 
of this country, if in perfection, if uncontroverted by bribery 
and abufe of power, is acknowledged to be one of the hap- 
pieft that men can live under; therefore, I do believe, that 
many wife and honeft Americans may, upon found princi- 
ples, prefer it to any new invention of their own. I do not 
fay the Congrefs would, nor yet many of their ambitious 
leaders, nor yet perhaps the virtuous Waftiington ; but if 
conftitutional freedom was fecured to America, every vidlory 
might then gain over fomeworthy friends, to our caufe, inftead 
of cowardly deferters, deceitful fpie^j, or falfe and dangerous 
pilots. 

But minifters tell us that England is rich, and foreigners 
may be hired to carry on the war; what Briton would give up 
his laurels to thofe paltry hirelings, and fave our blood ? Sir, 
if honour called to arms, what minifter dare to propofe it ? 
Neither are the Germans as cheap as is pretended, for you 
mufl now piy their hire, and when the war is at an end, you 
muft likewife pay a large additional fum for all thofe who do 
not return home. Sir, I do not think the Germans will re- 
turn, for I muft pay the compliment to thefe minifters, that I 
do believe, even they are incapable of making fuch a confti- 
tution for America, that the Germans (hall fly from it to 

H 2 better 



loo PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777. 

better themfelves, by returning to their own native, in^<- 
mou8 fhambleS) to be again fold by their tyrannical, petty 
princes. 

But our important hope is to be gratified by the pofieffion 
of Philadelphia. Sir, that town was built for peace and trader 
not for war. It extends itfelf upon a low, flat country, with 
fcarce one advantageous fpot of ground to place a fingle gun 
on for its defence ; therefore, to furround it with great works 
to fecure yourfelves in winter quarters, muft create an iov- 
menfe expence, befides the latenefs of the feafon making fuch 
an undertaking almoft impraflicable to be carried into execu^ 
tion. It is then a glorious conqueft to thofe who may enrich 
then^felves by that new expence, but a calamity to thofe who 
are to be taxed for that new extravagance. 

Or do we wi(h to be in poflTeilion of the moft beautiful 
town in America only to fet fire to it? Are the Britiih 
legions gone forth merely to warm themfelves by the burn- 
ing towns upon the coaft ? Can bifhops perfuade us their 
fmoke (hall rife to an approving God, or on earth celebrate 
the dignity, the wealth, the honour, the humanity of the 
Britifh nation? 

But minifters are very brave to-day, they are ready to feal 
with their blood the mifchief of their counfels; and whilft 
they are fo loudly fupported by a majority of Parliament^ 
that language founds well. But I muft beg leave to remind 
them of a Itory 'which is related of a certain general and 
fiatefman, who drew all his former friends about the court 
with the heads of birds and beafts upon their ihoulders. Hie 
drew his miftrefs with the head of a fwaUow, and he wrote 
this motto underneath, Jefuis le mauvais temps^ alluding to 
her having forfaken him in his misfortunes. Let miniUers 
beware, left the fwallow's head and that -motto (hould beft fuic 
the moft ftrenuous and forward of their prefent advocates. 
For, Sir, had I an hundred tongues, and the eloquence of 
much abler men than myfelf who fpeak within thefe walk, I 
could not fufficiently exprefs all the horrors, all the mifchief^ ' 
all the ruin of this favage war; but this I will fay, that whilft 
fuch defperate, unfeeling niiniflers, advife his Majefty, with 
fuch an expenfive war to carry on, without an objed of ad- 
vantage in return, with fuch a caufe to difgrace the Britifli 
arms, and fpill the beft blood of this country, what man in 
his fenfes can be fatisfied with the times, or can agree to vote 
for a perfeverance in meafures, which have already produced 
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fuch dreadful difgrace and calamity, that Great Britain ig 
Ihook to its foundation ! 

Mr. Burke thanked the two gentlemen, who had fpolcen 
before him, for having afforded him fome time to calm the 
tumult and perturbation in his breaft, occafxoned by the in* 
formation given to the Houfe by the noble Lord. , A whole . 
army compelled to lay down their arms, and receive laws from 
their enemies, was a matter fo new, that he doubted if fuch 
another, inftance could be found in the annals of hiftory. The 
effrontery with which it was told, excited no lefs aftonilhment 
than indignation. Ignorance had ftamped every ftep taken 
during the courfe of the expedition; but it was the ignorance 
of the minifter for the American department, not to be im- 
puted to General Burgoyne, of whofe good condu^ bravery, 
and fkill, he did not entertain even the fhadow of a doubt. 
The noble Lord faid, if there was any blame to be laid— « 
Without blame fomewhere, could an entire army be reduced 
to the painful, the diftrafling neceffity of laying down their 
arms, and becoming prifoners of war? With the General and 
his troops, he was perfuaded, there was no fault to be found ; 
that it could be traced nowhere but to the noble Lord, whofe 
ignorance was not brought as an extenuation^ but as a jufti- 
ncation of his crime. ^ 

The Americans had, he cbfcrved, been alwajrs reprefented 
as cowards. This was hx from being true \ and be appealed 
to the conAuSt of Arnold and Gates towards Burgoyne, as 
a ftriking proof of their bravery. Our army was totally at 
their mercy. We had employed the favages to butcher them, 
their wives, aged parents, and chiUren; and yet, generous to 
the laft degree, they gave our men leave to depart on dietr 
parole, never more to bear arms againft North America.—* 
Bravery and cowardice could never inhabit the fame bofom ; 
generouty, valour, and humanity, are ever infeparable.— Poor 
indeed the Americans are, but in that confifts their greateft 
ftrength.— -Sixty thoufand men have fallen at the feet of 
their magnanimou?, becaufe voluntary poverty. They had 
not yet loft all regard for the country from whence they 
fprung :-'anxious ftill for our home defence, they have fent 
us' back our troops ; and left their hands free to fight againft 
every enemy of Great Briuin, but themfelves. He re- 
proached Lord George Germaine for his mifcondu£t and 
foolilb credulity.— -He faid, he was aftoniihed at him. In 
the beginning of laft year, the noble Lord, he faid, informed 
them, that the enemy were cowardly, and our army fuperior 
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in number.— On what did he ground this information ? On 
report, mere idle report, to which the noble Lord was always 
an implicit flave. He faid, that the information on which 
miniiters confide d, Ihould be precife and certain :-«»that 
mifinformation was no palliation for their errors, and he did 
not fuppofc that the H«>ufe would admit it as fuch. He faid, 
the intended meafure was a conjunftion between Howe and 
Burgoync; but ihat it was to be produced in the ftrangeft 
manner he had ever heard of. — The armies were to mect^ 
yes; Howe was travelling fo'jth wards, and Burgovne in the 
very fame dire£lion ! — The advocates for adir.iniftration, he 
faid, had delighted in reprefenting America in an abjeft fitu- 
tion — as being without fair, without ihoes and itockings, 
&c. — If they had applied to him in the beginning of the 
war, he could have told them of many more wants than all 
thofe together urd.r which the Americans laboured; but he 
would alfo have informed the houfe, that men fighting for 
liberty were not influenced by fuch particulars; that thefe 
only affedled the body, but that the fouls of the Americans 
were unreduced. 

He concluded with a few words on the Solicitor General, 
whom he called the counfel to the noble Lord. Upon this 

Mr. Solicitor General arofe, and dc-fcribcd his own political 
character. His opinions, he faid, were genuine ; they were his 
own; and he never fpoke the fentiments of any man, but thofe 
only which his own reafon had fuggefted ; nor did he ever in 
that Houfe plead the caufe of any man. 

He had been invariable in his opinion, as well on one fide 
of the Houfe as on the other ; and not feldom differed from 
both. The calamity, he could not deny, was great; but could 
not infer from it that our condition was defperate. Wc had 
often received checks; but the fpirit of the nation had always 
made us rife fupcrior to our didrelTes : an exertion of that 
fp'rit would, on the prefent occafion, infallibly refcue us frocn 
danger. Briccns ever fhewed magnanimity in diftrefs ; and 
certain viflory was the fure confcquence of that fpirit: he 
wiihed, therefore, that gentlemen would not be caft down: 
that before now as great misforrunes had happened to ms, from 
which wc reaped fubflantial advantages: at Brihuega General 
Stanhope wa> forced to lay down his arms, and furrender 
himfelf and his army priicn.trs cf v/ar ; and that difgrace only 
ferved to raife an enthufuflic ardour in the people, which foon 
effaced the iiignuu 
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Mr. T. Townjhend ironically applauded the learned gentle- 
man for finding- out precedents for our misfortunes ; and re- 
joiced that the expedition condudted by his friend Colonel St. 
Leger had mifcarried, as blood and defohtion would have 
marked the footfteps of the Indians, if they had been able to 
march to Albany. He was anxious to wear out the impref- 
fion that N'Jr. Solicitor's fpeech, on the fpirit of Britons, had 
vifibly made on the country gentlemen ; and for that purpofe 
he drew the conduft of the favages in the moft odious co- 
lours. 

Mr. Charles Fox exprefled his happinefs at being prevented 
from fpeaking immediately after the fatal tidings of our 
difgrace had been communicated to the houfe : rage and 
indignation fo fwayed his breaft at that time, that if he had 
attempted to fpeak, his words muft have been unintelligible. 
An army of 10,000 men deftroyed through the ignorance, 
the obftinate, wilful ignorance and incapacity of the noble 
Lord, called loudly for vengeance ; and if no one elfe would 
take upon himfelf the tafk of moving direftly for an inquiry 
into the affair, he himfelf would do it. A gallant General 
fent like a vicStim to be flaughtered, where his own fkill and 
perfonal bravery .would have earned him laurels, if he had not 
been under the direfiion of a blunderer ; which circumftance 
alone was the caufe of his difgrace, and was too (hocking a fight 
for humanity to bear unmoved. The General and the Houfe 
had been impofed on and deceived : Burgoyne's orders were 
to make his way to Albany, there to wait the orders of Sir 
William Howfe, and to co-operate with him ; but General 
Howe knew nothing of the matter, for he was gone to a dif- 
ferent country, and left the unhappy Burgoyne and his troops 
to make the beft terms for themfelves, in. a country that was 
by nature fo defended, that ftrong holds were to be met at 
almoft every mile ; and every hour's march prefented almoft 
infurrhountable obftacles to his progrefs. He inveighed moft 
bitterly againft Lord George Gerroaine; looked upon him as 
iblely refponfible in the firft degree ; and next exprefled his 
opinion, that all thofe who had concurred in the meafures of 
the war, by giving their vote in fupport of it, were likewife 
criminal, though in an inferior degree. He concluded, by 
pronouncing the panegyric of Mr. Burke. 

Mr. Solicitor General gave a little explanation of one of his 
expreffions, and fat down. 

Mr. Righy^ as one of the many who had voted for th^e 
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war, thought it neceflary to fay fomething in his own vindi* 
cation ; and proved, that, for upwards of thirteen years, be 
had been invariably confident ; he had been convinced, that 
Great Britain was fupreme over all her dominions; it was 
declared fo, early in the reign of George the Second, who 
taxed the colonies, and acknowledged by them when they 
fubmitted to be taxed. From a tax impofcd and fubmltted to^ 
be inferred a right to tax ; and from that convi£lion he had 
adied when he voted for the war ; and he was ftill of opinion, 
that every nerve fhould be flrained to profecute it with 
vigour. 

Lord JVir/i* arofe, and expreflcd his forrow at the prefent 
unhappy news. That no man, from the beginning, more 
firmly wifhed for peace than he had ; and that no man would 
do more to obtain it now ; if the laying down his place and 
honours would accomplifli it, he would gladly refign them 
all. He owned he had been dragged to his place againft his 
will* A place which, while in pofTeffion, however di{^ 
agreeable, he would fupport to the beft of his power. As 
to the noble Lord in the American department, he trufted he 
had adled on the founded principles of candour and delibe- 
ration. He could not pofTibly make any objection to the in- 
<}uiry into that noble Lord's condud, as he made no doubt 
but he would acquit himfelf before that Houfe. As to an 
honourable gentleman's -obfervation of a penfion's having 
been given for bad information, he fhould only fay this^ 
that he never recolIe£led the gentleman alluded to had given 
bad information. He acknowledged his having interceded 
with the King for a reward for his fidelity ; a man who lived 
JO America, who was univerfally beloved there, till this un-* 
happy difpute; a man, continues he, who refufed figning 
their refolutions, and who, on that account, was obliged to 
quit the country, was, in his opinion, a man worthy re- 
ward. Was he to ftarve here, fays he ? The obtaining fuch 
a man a comfortable pittance was not, 1 truft, a blameable 
action. He concluded with defending the general fubjciS of 
the American war, by obferving, that he thought it entirely 
necefTary that every part of the Britiflj empire fhould con- 
tribute to the defraying the common neceiTary expences.— « 
He faid, the minifters were unjufily accufed, when they were 
reproached with their want of information, for that they 
bad always given the befl% they could procure ; and that he 
was leady, when the general voice of the Houfe (hould call 
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for it, to explain bis own conduct; and that, whether we 
were for peace or war, the prefent fupply was abfoiutely nc* 
ceiTary, as the men muft be, fuppofing a cefTation of arms, 
conducted home. 

The following refolutions were then feverally moved and 
agreed to. 

That 20,000 efFedive men, including 3213 invalids, be 
employed in Great Britain for the fcrvice of the year 1778. 

That 634,2401. be granted for maintaining faid men for 
oncjear. 

That 960,8431. be granted for maintaining the forces at 
Minorca, Gibraltar, the Ceded Iflands, America, Nova 
Scotia, and the coaft of Africa. 

That 56,0741. be granted for the pay of five Hanoverian 
battalions ferving at Gibraltar. 

That 360,7231. be granted for the maintaining of 14000 
troops of Heffe in Briti(h pay. 

That 35,4411. be granted for the pay of two regiments of 
HeflTc Hanau. 

That i7j37o1. be granted for the pay of a regiment of 
Waldeckcrs. 

That 93)947 ]• be granted for 4300 Brunfwickers in Britifli 
pay. 

That 3i3r407l. be granted for the troops of Brandenburgh 
Anfpach. 

That ^82,81 61. be granted for the charges of the office of 
ordnance for land iervice. 

That 300,483 U for the faid office of ordnance for fer vices 
not provided. 

Ordered that the (aid refolutions be reported. There was 
no divifion. 

Decembir 4. 

The Speaker having taken the chair, Colonel Barri made 
the following motions : 

^^ That an account be laid before the Houfe of all the 
grants made to his Majefty to pay his national and foreign 
troops, from the 29th of September 1774 to the 29th of 
September 1777. 

♦* That an account be laid before the Houfe of all the 
officers appointed to collect the ftamp duty, if any were, in 
America, for the years 1774, 1775, 1776, 1777, and 1778; 

<^ That an account be laid before the Houfe of all the re* 
cruits raifed within Great Britain and Ireland fince Septem* 

bcr 29, 1 774* 

<«That 
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" That an account be laid before the Houfe of all the 
perfons appointed by government to adl in the commiilariot 
of America, viz. all victuallers, agents, commiflaries of 
ftores, clerks of ftores, &c. from September 29, 1774, to 
September 29, 1777.'' 

All thefe motions pafled without oppofition. The report 
on the grant of 682,816!. for the charge of the office of 
ordnance, for ordinaries and extraordinarics of the enfuing 
year, being made, 

Sir Philip Jennings Gierke moved to recommit the report, 
which he fupportcd with tiic following fpeech : 

When I am called upon to vote this cnormons fupply I 
hope I (hall not be thought irregular if I deviate a little from 
the immediate queftion before u?, and fay a few words on the 
great American bulinefs, which is the occafion of the prefent 
demand. 

Shocked as I was at hearing of the fate of General Bur« 
goyne and his army, I did prefume to hope, that fome poC- 
iible good might be produced, as it often happens, from great 
evil. I bcg'.m to think that difappointmcnt and misfortune 
might bring thofe who have the conduft of our American 
affairs to a more temperate and moderate way of thinking, 
and incline them to turn their thoughts to that which is the 
objcft of almoft every perfon in this kingdom, peace and 
conciliation. I wasjuftifitd in that expe£lation, becaufe the 
noble Lord who prefidcs over the American department, when 
he came here the day before, with the Extraordinary Gazette . 
in his hand, full of vidlory, full of triumph, told us then, 
it was net yet a time for peace. What does the noble LfOrd 
tell us now ? We are defeated, we mnft not be difcouraged, 
we muft renew our eft'orts, for there are great rcfources ftill 
left in this country. Neither victory nor defeat, then, arc to 
produce any good to this country; for if victory was not 
to be the niean?, I thought defeat might have been. But 
whether victors or vanquiihed, according to the noble Lord's 
declarations, we are fiill to purfue this hopelef*, ruinous 
quarrel. The noble Lord has talked of rcfourccs ftill left. 
Does he think that all the money in this country will be given 
to fupport this ill planned, ill-condu6led, fanguinary pro* 
jcS? Has he told the country what benefits are to arife 
from the fuccefs of his plans? No, Sir, he has not; but I 
will venture to pronounce then, that, if he was to fucceed to 
the extent of his wifhe?, no one man in this country could ever 
obtain the return of a fingle guinea for all the blood and 
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treafure which has been already fo profufely lavifhed away in 
this very unnatural conteft. Let the noble Lord tell them 
thefe truths before he applies for further fupport. Confcious 
of a majority in this Houfe, he fits here, and feems to bid 
defiance to the country; but let me tell the noble Lord, there 
is a fpirit ftill left in this country to refent the injury, and can 
refift oppreffion : I hear nothing, even now, but murmurs and 
complainings in the ftreets. When I return to the country, I 
expe6l to find diflatisfadion and clamour. Let me advife the 
noble Lord to be a little cautious, left thofe anathemas which 
he has been fo long thundering out againft America, fhould 
fA\ with redoubled violence on his own head. It will appear 
wonderful that the noble Lord, or any man high in office, 
fhould fo obftinately perfift in profecuting a war againft the 
I'enfe of the people, which muft ever be attended with difficulty 
and danger to the conductors of it, in preference to peace, when 
he might repofe himfelf in eafe and affluence; it wants expla- 
nation, and to the public it fliall here be explained. The 
true caufe is really this:— the noble Lord knows that he 
never can make peace with America. The people of that 
country will have no treaty with him,' or any man now in 
adminiftration. They have long fince branded them with 
the appellation of Tories, and juftly have they done it; for 
they have almoft ruined this great empire by endeavouring to 
eftablifli an arbitrary defpotic fyftem of government in the 
colonies. Thefe are the reafons, Sir, why this country and 
America are both deprived of the bleffings of peace; and 
while that noble Lord can (belter himfelf in a majority bJF 
this Houfe, we have little chance to obtain it but by a remedy 
which would be worfe than the difeafe. The fituation of 
this country, then, may be pronounced to be truly deplorable, 
though I hope feme means may be yet thought of to extraft 
us from our prefent difficulties, even to the fatisfadion of all 
parties. I have no perfonal diflike to any gentleman in 
adminiftration. I wiih them all well, but I wifli them well 
out of their offices. May 1 be allowed to make a propofal, 
which I think might be very advantageous to them and to the 
public? 

There is an eftablifliment in the fea fervice calculated to 
fupport fuperannuated officers, or who wifli to decline fur- 
ther fervice. Now if an eftablifliment of that fort could 
tak€ place, and an appointment made for minifters who have 
proved themfelves unable and unfit for fervice,! think it would, 
in the prefent cafe, remove ail difficulties. An appointment 
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of yellow flag minifters would be no very extraordiiuury 
expence; perhaps a hundred thoufand pounds a year or two 
might be fufficient to pay the falaries of all the gentlemen 
now in office. It would be an eafy compofition for their paft 
fervices* The nation would fave many millions a year by it : 
we (hould be reitored to the bleflings of peace ; our ancient 
grandeur would again revive under the aufpices of tho(e 
great men who have formerly exalted us to the highefl pitch 
of glory. Thefe gentlemen would be in full enjoyment of 
their emoluments, and would efcape the threats and dangers 
which hang over their heads, and which muft inevitably fall 
upon them, if they perfevere in their endeavour to ruin this 
country. 

Colonel Barre obje£led to the enormity of the fum ; thought 
fays he, the vote pafled laft night in the committee I think 
it my duty to obje£l to it ; I think it my duty to inquire into the 
reafons why fuch a fupply is wanted. 683,000!. is a larger fum 
than was called for in the year 1759 ; that year in which the 
Britifli name was in its zenith of fame; when her arms were 
employed in every part of the world. But permit mc to re- 
peat to you, Mr. Speaker, the votes for the five firft years of 
the laft war. It will ferve, in fome degree, to (hew the ex- 
tent of the prefent conteft. The ordnance charge for the firft 
year then was no more than 300,0001. for ordinaries and ex* 
traordinaries. The fecond year's charge was 390,000 L ; the. 
third year's, 3931OO0I. ; the fourth year's, ^44,000!. ; and the 
fifth year's, which was the greateft year oi the Bririih name, 
no more than 543,000!. This, Sir, is a plain, unornamented 
tale. There is no figure of rhetoric fo demonftrative and 
convincing as a figure of arithmetic. Our ordnance charge 
this year, the fourth of the American war, exceeds by 
140,0001. the charge for the year 1759^ and is greater than 
any grant ever made for any one year except 1761, when 
every refource of this kingdom was {trained to an extent un* 
known before, and incredible even to ourfelves; and yet the 
charge for 1761 exceeds the prefent by no more than 
40,0001. I am hopeful we will ferioufly inveftigate the caufe 
of this monftrous charge. At the fame time I beg leave to 
obferve, that, in my humble opinion, it is hurtful, nay dan- 
gerous, to employ fuch quantities of artillery; it lulls the 
Spirits of the foldiery into a liftlefs feciirity, prejudicial in the 
day of fight; they become tame^ indolent, and carelefs; they 
place their confidence in the artillery which covers them, and 
not in the bravery of their own efforts. And I leave it to every 
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txperienced foldier, nay to every fenfible man, to determine 
which is the beft defence, and the fureft bulwark in the day 
of battle, a range of the beavteft cannon, or a troop of naked 
foldiery, whofe bofoms are intrepid, and fteeled to danger. 
For my part, I would at all times place my fafety, not on the 
vigour of my cannon, but on the bofoms of my men. And I 
hope we (hall be told why, at this time, it is thought necef. 
fary to employ fucb enormous quantities of an article that, by 
its enormity, becomes a nuifance. 

Sir Charles Bunbury apologized for his inability to fpeak with 
that dignity that was fuitable to the Houfe in which he had 
then the honour to (land. He had formerly been an advo- 
cate, he faid, for lenient meafures and a reconciliation with 
the colonies ; every day fhewed him more and more the ne- 
ceffity of adopting the advice he had prefumed to give. Ame- 
rica was invincible ; the experience of every campaign added 
credit to the afTertion : our refources have been founded, and 
forry be was to fay they were not unfathomable : exceffive 
fums are Dorrowed, and the whole art of financiering ran- 
facked, to find out means of raifmg the neceflary funu to pay 
the intereft. As a country gentleman, he called on hit 
brethren of that denomination to interpofe and fcrve their . 
country ; their paflive acquiefcence to every new burden had 
made Sir Robert Walpole fay, that the landed gentlemen 
were like the flocks u))on their plains ; they fuffered them- 
felves to be (horn without refiftance : while the trading pare 
of the nation refembled the boar, who would not let a briftle 
be plucked from his back without making the whole parifh 
echo with his complaints. What with fpecious pretences and 
fair words to the oner, and treafury acorns with which the 
other was fed, the mihifter had effedually filenced the hog^, 
and impofed upon the boneft fimplicity and patience of the 
£heep. 

What America would do now, he would not take upon him 
to fay \ but he could .aflure the Houfe, from the authority of a 
dear, but unfortunate relation of his, the unhappy General Lee, 
that the Americans would, at the beginning of the difpute, 
have been perfcftly fatisficd to fubmit in every rcfpedl to 
Great Britain, provided they (hould be at liberty to raife, by 
what means they thought proper, any fum which the Parlia- 
ment of England (hould demand of them. He could not tell 
whether they would make fuch an offer now : but he would, 
put them to the tefl; and, by offering them peace, employ 
the only pofllble means to fubdue them \ and that was by 
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dividing them ; their independence was carried in the Con- 
grefs but by a majoriry of two : it is therefore probable, that 
a ftrong party might be brought over, by granting them ho- 
nourable terms: etiquette, pun&ilio, and every confideration 
of that kind (hould be given up: the public good (bould over* 
balance every motive of that nature. The ftate phyficians 
had employed wrong remedies to cure them ; they prefcribed 
blifters, and fet their patients mad : for his part, as he was 
but an humble apothecary in politics, he would apply a heal- 
ing plafter. It might be objected, that, perhaps, they would 
not bear it : he would in that cafe make ufe both of perfua* 
fion and force. The ingredients of his plafter were a repeal 
of ail the laws enabled againft them fmce the beginning of the 
difturbances; and a poiitive renunciation on the part of the 
Parliament to any cUim of right to tax the colonies. This 
was a remedy which he flattered himfelf would ftill be able to 
cffeiSt a cure. 

He alluded to Mr. RIgby's aflertion in the committee laft 
night, that he had been invariably confident in his political 
tepets for thirteen years. For his part, he was of opinion with 
the author of Triftram Shandy, that what in a good caufe 
ihould be called perfeverance, in a bad one defer ves no other 
name than that of obftinacy. It was poilible, that the right 
honourable gentleman might have been wrong for a great 
part of the time he mentioned ; in his opinion he certainly 
was wrong ; he therefore did not think he had a right to 
plume himfelf fo much upon his confiftency. He did not 
approve of the Solicitor's endeavours to roufe the fpirit of the 
nation to a further exertion, when it feemed already to have 
been fcrewed up to the higheft key, wit'oout bringing us a jot 
nearer to a conqueft of America. He let fall fome expref- 
fions rather injurious to the confiftency of General Conway's 
politics. 

He faid, fo long as there was a profp«it of fuccefs, or 
any real advantage from conqueft, if we fliould prevail, he 
fupported the meafures of adminiftration ; but when it was 
acknowledged to be impracticable, by the very minifter who 
had the conduct of our American affairs ; and that ihe noble 
Lord owned, that if we ftiould fabdue America, it v/ould not 
be wdrth keeping ; he cowld no- longer, confiftent with his 
confcience, vote for a continuation of meafurcf, which could 
be produftive of no good ; and would, if perfifted in, moft 
probably bring on ruin and dcftrudtion. — The conteft with 
America ftruck him in this light before he heard it acknow- 
ledged 



A. 1777. DEBATES. iii 

ledged by the noble Lord. Towards tke conclufion of the 
laft feffion, he was perfuaded of the truth of what he now faid; 
and as foon as he was, he moft earneftly recommended peace. 
He now did the fame; and fincerely wifhed that fome perfon 
who was in his Majefty's confidence, having the falvation of 
Ills country at heart, would advife him to confider of the im- 
pending calamities which threatened 'this country, (hould the 
prefent ruinous fyftem of blood, wafte of treafure, and carnage, 
continue to be longer purfued. 

Mr, George OnJloWy to defend every meafurc recommended 
by thofe who were in command, infifted that it was better to 
lofe America by arms than by treaty ; negotiation would put 
an end to any further claim, while even a total defeat 
did not preclude us from renewing the war whenever we 
ihould find ourfelves able to profecute it with a probability 
of fuccefs : the pofitive, the inevitable, the immediate con- 
fequence of American independence muft be the lofs oi New- 
foundland and all our fugar iflands ; for, by their alliance with 
France and Spain, their united fleets in that part of the 
world would be much too powerful for any force we could 
keep there. 

He voted againft the repra) of the (lamp a£l ; becaufe he 
was of opinion, that we had a right to tax America; and he 
was fatisfied that the country gentlemen were fo thoroughly 
convinced of the fupremacy of Parliament over the colonies, 
that they would never have confented to^a repeal of the ftamp 
a6^, if it had not been accompanied with the declaratory 

aa. 

He did not hefitatc to affirm, with a knowledge of the r£gt» 
deljiaio^ delicacy, and grace peculiar to himfelf, that the re- 
bellion in America was fomented, nourifhed, and fupported 
by the inflammatory fpeeches, and other means, ufed by the 
incendiaries in that Houfe; but he trufted the nation, not- 
withftanding all the difafters which had happened, was ftill 
equal to the chaftifement of ail its foreign and domeftic 
foes. 

Mr. Thomas Townjhend anfv^'ered the refleflions of the 
laft gentleman in a cool and conclufive manner ; and having 
called back the Houfe to the queftion, he infifted upon kno-A'- 
ing why fo immenfe a fum was neceflary, and he hoped fome 
gentleaien in office would explain it in a clear and diftindl 
manner. He likewife obferved, that we had taken the moft 
efFeflual method to drive the Americans into the arms of 
France and Spain, by the prohibitory, and the other cruel, 

unjuft, 
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unjuft, and oppreffive laws we had pafled. — They were now 
no lefs formidable at Tea than land. Their navy, and he might 
fairly juilify the exprelHon, had thrown the capital of our 
fifter kingdom into the utmoft confufion* Liverpool was 
threatened ; Glafgow in danger ; and the very channel of Su 
George faw their (hips ride with impunity, nay triumph, along 
our coafts. 

General Conway made a fhort reply to the innuendo thrown 
out by Sir Charles Bunbury; and told Mr. Barre he wat 
forry it was not in his power to give him the information he 
required ; but that he believed that when the proper officer 
fhould have laid before the Houfe the necefTary papers^ the 
honourable gentleman would have no reafon to be difla« 
tisfied. 

Sir Charles Cocks then rofe, and faid he ihould be happy .to 
give all the information in his power to the Houfe ; and he 
was fcnfible, he faid, that he could make it appear, that no 
want of economy in the board or offices of ordnance gave 
rife to the advanced charge. He then enumerated the feveral 
appointments of the artillery; but, from the lownefs of hit 
voice, and the variety of the particulars, it is not in our^ 
power to give a particular account. The great reafons of the 
advance in the charge this year from the laft are feveral) but 
moftly belong to the civil board in repairing garrifons, forts» 
&c. There has been, indeed, an augmentation of 944 men» 
recruited at a great expence (ince laft year, and the difference 
of the charge upon the whole is 56,ocX3l. 

Mr. Burke then rofe, and, after expreffing his furprife at 
the enormity of the charge, he told the Houfe he was the re* 
prefentative of one of the firft counties, and moft populous^ 
commercial town, except London, in the kingdom. He he^ 
lieved his conftituents paid one tenth part of the fupplies 
granted by this Houfe j he therefore thought it his duty to 
iearch into the reafons of the fupply called for ; and, as this ' 
appeared fo enormous and unreafonable, unprecedented and 
unaccountable, he would have the nraft particular infonna<> 
tion. He would be acquainted with every item— he would 
know every reafon for the grailt— — he fhould conflder 
bimfelf a thief, without interefl, if he permitted his con« 
flituents' pockets to be picked without being told for 
what or wherefore. The honourable gentleman who fpoke 
laft, fays he, has told us it is not owing to the improvi« 
dence of office, nor to the extravagance of the feveral depart- 
ments, thit the advance is owing — he has told us all be can 
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tell — he has fatisiied us in regard to his and his colleague's 
oeconomy. They have barely executed the orders they have 
received, fiut I want to hear the reafons of thofe orders — I 
want to hear why fuch quantities of ordnance, and fuch 
numbers of men, were wanted. Some perfon in the cabinet 
tnujl^ ftiall inform me. I will not leave this feat, nor depart 
from this Houfe, till I am fatislied. I think I fball be ex- 
Cufed by my country, if I fpeak again and again on the fub- 
je6t — if I tranfgrefs the point of order, and urge my fuit by 
many repetitions. I fhall think myfclf within the beil point 
of order« if I adhere to the intereft of my conftituents, and 
not have their pockets picked for moonfbine. I promife you, 
JVIr. Speaker, I will not go to fupper, nor regard order, till I 
am fatisfied. What! the enormous fum of 683,000!. for 
ordnance, 140,000!. more than was voted for the year 17599 
when we were at war with France and Spain, and had armies 
in America, in the Weft Indies, and over all Europe, and 
immenfe fleets full of cannon over all the woirld, in every fea^ 
and in every climate. Is it not ftrange and unaocountable— 
ought we not to inquire into ttiis new proof of minifteHalifm \ 
In 1759 we employed 250,000 men. This year we have 
89,000, and yet a greater fum by 140,000!. is wanted to 
fupply the ordnance. Common ienfe revolts at the idea- 
laughs at the abfurdity. He then went into a long difquifi- 
tion, and in a progreffive order enumerated the many mea- 
fures of government that had induced him to be confident in 
abominating the war; and concluded with calling again for 
information. 

Mr. Langlois faid, one great reafon of the advance was, that 
the train were aiding in a hoftile country in every fenfe of tbo 
word, fo that every equipment was prepared and forwardc;4 
from hence at a greater expence than ufual. 

Mr. Burke owned, he was obliged to the honourable gen* 
tleman for his explanation. America was an hoftile coun* 
try; and our troops met the moft abfolute hoftility ever 
known ; but that was no reafon.— He wanted to be informed 
particularly, why fuch equipments were neceflary, and wh/ 
to many men were there r , 

Sir Charles Frederick faid, that fending the artillery corn* 
panics in three different bodies, to ferve under as many gene** 
rals in different places, had been attended with double the 
expence. of what would have been neceflary, had they ferved 
in one corps ; that the foreign troops in Britifli pay in the laft 
war, found themfelves in lunmunitioni and that wat the rea- . 
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knevir, he faid, why he was abfent ; but he was fenCblet. that 
if he had had the lead knowledge of any motion's being in« 
tended relating to his office, he would have cercainly at* 
tended. With regard to the aflertion of the former gentle* 
man, that a noble Lord had faid, if there was any blame in 
the expedition of Genera! Burgoyne, it lay in the plan and 
hot in the execution ; he begged leave to fay, that the gen* 
tieman had certainly milunderftood the noble Lord. He be* 
tieved his words were, or at leaft his meaning was, that the 
Houfe (hould fufpend their judgments till they had inottired, 
whether the fault lay in the plan or the execution. He fat 
flown with hoping, that the previous queftion would poftpone 
the motion till the noble Lord be prefent. 

Mr. Fox declared that he thought it unaccountable, that, 
becaufe a noble Lord was abfent, the bufmefs of Parliament 
muft ftand dill. He wiffied to pay every refped to the noble 
Lord s but it was the noble Lord^s bufmefs, and his duty, to 
attend that Houfe every day. No matter whether he kne# 
of a motion regarding his office or not. At fo critical a pe* 
rtod, a jundhire fo filled with danger, and when the national 
calamity was fo recent, he misht look for motions refpcAing 
himfelf every day and every hour. It was impoffible that 
Parliament could think of any thing elfe, or could admit of 
motions of another kind ; for his part be could not come 
down one day without making fuch motions, without alking 
queftions, and refeiring to that noble Lord for anfwer. 
[Here Lord George Germaine came into the Houfe.] He 
continued, that now the noble Lord was come, he hoped a 
fudden period would be put to the queftion ; and he fincerely 
wiihed that no foreboding fears might induce him to widi- 
hold information, fo needful to an inquiry into the ftate of 
the nation. 

Lord George Germaine having looked at the motion, objefied 
to it, becaufe he was not fufficiently aware of its conie* 
quences. It reached to a period before his introdu3ion into 
office. It contained the intelligence of feveral years, and he 
•confefTed he was fo unprepared, that he could not anfwer ob 
the propriety of fubmictijig them to the Houfe. At the &me 
'time, he declared the purport of thofe papers would be laid 
' before the Houfe on the day of general inquiry, and be fup^ 
pofed that fix weeks weuld be no material^ delay in the 
matter. 

Colonel Barri faid it was exceedingly ftrange^ diat dje 
noble Lord ihould have forgot the contents of letters to yery 
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particular, and in which he was fo intimately concerned. 
He could not imagine that there had been fo many letters, sks 
to render the motion of fo multiplied an extent ; but there 
was a poffibility that the motion might be much more exten«- 
iive than was generally believed. The noble Lord, he faid, 
had declared that he could not be thought to remember the 
contents of letters that were lodged in the office previous to 
>his admiffion. How weak and impotent this defence is, majr 
be proved from a fimple comparifon of the date of the noble 
-Lord's entry into office, and the periods from which the 
papers are defired ; the one is, from the 5th of July 177<9 
and the other is the 28th of November of the fame year. Is 
it probable, that the noble Lord can have forgot letters of fo 
Ihort a date before his entry, fo materially neceflary to his 
information ? It cannot be luppofed. What the noble Lord 
meant by the purport of thofe papers, he faid, he could not 
tell. It he would pledge himfelf, .that a difdofure of them 
•ihould be made ; or, as he lays himfelf, that the purport. 
fliould be made known, he would be content. I'he noble 
Lord refufed both. As to delay of inquiry, he could not 
agree to k i that was the time for inquiry ; punifliment in- 
deed, he faid, might be delayed for fix weeks. He concluded 
by- averring, th^t both he and many ether gentlemen in the 
Houfe knew it for truth, that feveral applications, without 
eiFed, had been made by the General for reinforcements. 

The previous quefiion was put, and agreed to, without a 
divifion. 

Mr. 2). Hartley. Sir, the great importance of the fubje£f, 
upon which I (hall offer fome opinions to the Houfe this day, 
will, I hope, plead my apology, for the trouble which I am 
going to give them. I wiOi to call their moil ferious at- 
tention to the extravagant and boundlefs expences of the 
American war, ^hich after all is an impra^icable pfojeft, 
as well as unjuft, and univerially deilrwSive. I take this 
early part of the feffion to ftate the expeiices of the war, if 
it ihouid continue another campaign, diat you may be ap- 
prized in time. What is called the budget day is ufually at 
the end of the feffion i when all meafures of the' year are de^^- 
cided and entered upon, it is then too late to confider of the 
expences ; meafures that are predetermined muft be fup« 
ported, coil what they will, ^ut if the enormous expenc^ 
of this iatal war, and all the ruinous confequences which await 
the landed and commercial interefts of this country, afibrd 
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hOkA had mdft pirticularly induced him to make the motion 
on that day, (ince none other was properly referved for it. 
As to the thinnefs of the Houfe, if that was the only objefiiooy 
diere was no neceflity of Uying by the queftion, fince the 
Houfe would fill apace ; or if they wiflied a negative to be 
put upon the queftion, he was well apprized, that a nod or m 
wink of dieirs, would bring as full a Houfe as they could 
wi(h. Why then, he continued, will they defcend to 10 mean 
an artifice i why not fpeak as men ? and if they wifll it to be 
over-ruled, fay no to it at once? He concluded with obfenr- 
ing, that it was a motion of the utmoft extent, it would 
lead to information of the greatefl importance i and he would 
pledge his honour to the Houfe, that, from the papers called 
for, circumftances would appear that would make the nattOB 
ihudder, and the moft obftinate man recede from his opi* 
nion. 

Mr. Wellebore Ellis repeated the arguments of the honours* 
ble gentleman [Mr. Jenkinfon] for objecting to the motion. 
He faid, the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, from the multi- 
plicity of bufinefs that called for his attention, could not be 
fuppofed to retain fo far the fubjed matter of the papers 
caJled for, as to be able, at a moment's recolle^ion, to decide 
on the propriety of introducing them into the Houfe; whereas 
the noble Lord abfent, from his more immediate concern in 
that department, would, he doubted not, be able to determine 
initantly on the propriety or impropriety of the motion; and 
therefore he would vote for the previous queflion* » 

Right Hon« T. Townjhend owned himfelf furprifed, that lb 
lame an objedion (hould be fo obftinately perfevd'ed in. It 
was fome What Angular, he faid, that, after feading for more 
than thirty members to fupport them in this queftion, they 
had not thought it expedient to fend for the noble Lord, who 
feemed to be the principal agent in the bufinefs. They had 
dragged many an unwilling gentleman, he would anfwer for 
it, from his dinner to attend them, and who had entered with 
that vacancy of ^ce, which exprefTed their ignorance of the 
bufinefs for which they were called ; but who, as trufly fer-^ 
vants, were prepared for whatever piece of fervice was re- 
quired; it feemed, he faid, from their condudl, that tbejr 
wifhed the noble Lord not to come. He then entered into a 
difcuffion of the merits of the motion ; faid, it would afford 
imporunt intelligence to the Houfe on the day of general 
inquiry ; and he earneflly hoped it would pafs. 
,Mr. Burke faid, he was afraid the honourable gentleman^ 
\ lis] for the fake of laying afide for a day the motion 
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of his honourable friend, had paid a poor compliment to tho 
memory of the noble Lord [Lord North] near him. He was 
far however from joining in opinion with him* He was well 
convinced, that the noble Liord's memory was very reteative. 
He heard many proofs of it; and would be bold to fay, that 
no man pofleflfed more eminently the virtue of recolle£Hon, or- 
more laviflily the art of evafion ; however improvidentially 
and unexpe^dly taken, the noble Lord never was found de« 
ficient in reply ; and the frequent praftice he enjoyed in this 
fpecies of debate, nlade it eafy and familiar to him. He 
feemed indeed to contrive the moft lame, abfurd, and incon- 
iiftent meafures, to give him an opportunity of (he wing his apti* 
tudefor defence, and his quicknefs at reply; fo that he had 
not the fmalleft reafon to doubt, but that if the propriety of 
die qtieftion had been left to himfelf, his memory would 
have fupplied him with fuificient information for detelrmin* 
ing his judgment upon it : but fuch now-a-days were the 
fhifts of adminiftration ; fometimes a noble Lord was ab- 
fent ; and fometimes a noble Lord had forgot ; and now fromi 
abfence, and now from forgetfulnefs, the minifters of ftate 
were (upplied with excufes, when their apprchenfions would 
not permit them to advance the true caufes of denial. He 
continued to obferve, that, from the papers called for, the 
Houfe would be able to determine where the failure of Ge* 
nerat Burgoyne's expedition really belongs ; and if cenfure 
mttft fdlow on it, they fl^ould decide, whether it fhould be 
pointed againft the impotence of the plan, or the indolence 
of the execution. A noble Lord, he faid, indeed, declared, 
and with great effrontery, that if there were any blame, it lay 
in the contrivance, and not in the execution itfelf. The papers, 
however, would beft inform the Houfe, and not only would 
expofe the fecret foundation of that plan, but would lay a 
feene of difcovering the whole progrefs of operation fince 
€he commencement of the war ; and he concluded by obferv- 
ing, that every gentlemen who wifbed to form an impartial 
opinion of the prefent meafures, muft fee the neceifily of 
having thefe papers before his eye. 

Lord North &id, notwithftanding the eulogy of the ho* 
nourable gentleman on the ftrength of his memory, he often 
found himfelf deficient in that refpe£l, and «t that time wib 
not really able to fay with accuracy, whether the papers 
could, conveniently to the welfare of the ftate, be laid before 
the Houfe. The noble Lord abfent ilvas the proper perfon 
to fpeak on the fubjed ; and he conceived it impro^r and 
unfeafon^ble, to make fuch a motion in his abfence. He 

I 3 knew^ 



■"* T . - ITT :ze 

CI " * '-r? 

- ^L. I -n 3e 

-=. :^ lai 

T — r-^Tc- -i- 

-:« -K-lzcd 
.ri-r,i:irci 

. -^ r^ .n 
: 1 — iTt-, vas 

- =* :rrrpare 

- c^s lire- 

ii-sei to. 



: *: : :r fuf. 

i- " • ■ ^ ...:,-• ^g ii was 

• • • ■ . V. . . . :.•:'.;:"•-, wnoTU 

•• ' • ' • * .» N. . V. "i% r.ir.^ed any 

■ • • .' ' ».. V.K.- . : V : X .-^ :tc^c•s, the 

^ *• • ' • ' . ' '.u- .-..% -v' . -:, ?-^i:rig at the 

' • ■■ " . »^ I n- 1 •. i- :;» \v»'..{ -.«.:>, ".v"- tr.ii> coniine 

*•• ■■ '•■ . •■•' »'' * '•'* ot thi- \\.:r^ ■:-» o» J:;: then to hang 
■ ••. ' . • ' •*•»• I \\\ V\\\ p.iiUil on A i.\..*icn cf ii6 to 60, 

iiliiii I. i»t ilu- il ly bcin-j^ ^cnc through, Colo- 
«.iii' «.iHri . ihctoUowing motions, " That 
lif 4;l >itri . icUtin*> to reinforcements, of 

the 



A.1777* REBATE S. mi$ 

the (hips, mariners, or land forces, received by the fecretari^i 
of ftate, from General Gage, Lord Howe, General Howe* 
and General Carlcton, from the 5th of July 1775 to the lit 
of September 17779 be laid before this Houfe." 

Mx.yenklnjm objedled to the motion, becaufe the nobli^ 
X»0€i [I/ord George Germaine] was abfent, to whofe depart-* 
ment it pointed j, and in whofe choice the propriety of agree* 
ing to it ought in Ibihe meafure to lie. He £iid, that for hi| 
own part he was totally ignorant of the meaning of tb^ 
queftton in regard to effefl \ he Icnew not how far it niigh( 
extend s how Izx be proper ; and how ht it might aiFedl any 
. particular man or men ; yet he conceived an impropriety ia 
thus moving for papers when fo few members were in the 
Houfe; and particularly when the noble Lord was Mtax^ 
who knew beft the propriety of fubmitting them to the Houie* 
He therefore would beg leave, he faid, to put the previous 
queftion, that the motion fhould be laid by till a future day '^ 
when it might be deba^^ d in a full Houfe. 

Colonel Barri anfwered that he meant not to fteat 
an occafion from the thinnefs of the Houfe, to gain s| 
motion, which he fuppofed would be reje^d in a full 
Houfe. He wifhed for no finifter end \ and he would prao* 
tife no underhand method. The motion he bad made rc« 
Qieded papers of the utmoft confequence to be known; and 
that previous to the day of general inquiry. He therefore 
thought it bis duty to call for them in time, that they migat be 
feen and examined, that they might be known ana digefted, 
before the day arrived. If the Houfe was thin^ it was none 
of bis feult; he expelled a* full Houfe; and if the noble Lord 
was abfent, he might with propriety aflc, Whv he was fo ? 
It was his bufmefs and duty to attend ; but he oegged to be 
tinderftoed, that he meant to throw no blame on the noble 
Lord for his abfence. It might be occafioned from many 
unavoidable caufes, from buunefs, from necefiary eng^e^ 
ments, from ficknefs; but there was another nome Lord in 
the Houfe» who, as well as the noble Lord abfent, muft know 
the propriety or impropriety of granting the motion, as he 
muft have feen the papers called for. But as be had been ret> 
prebended for moving the queftion at this particular period, 
be would in a few words inform the Houfe of die true reafon. 
He had been w^ty greatly furprifed, by hearing) that a refer 
lution had been made, to fit on Saturday for the purpofe ojf 
paiSng two money-bills ; on Wedaeiday, for the difeatcb oJF 
buiineb % and then to adjourn for the hiplidays* This Ae con« 
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any arguments to withhold your band, now is die time to 

attend to them. 

To give you in one view the amount of the American wsr 
hitherto, with the iuperadded expences of only one more 
campaign, will make a ftupe'^dous total. Such a total, aSj 
if the Houfe had been apprized of it but two years ago, I 
think the moft bigoted advocate for the war would have be* 
fitated. But it was a mafter-piece of craft in the admini- 
ftration to lead us on infenfibly, concealing from the public 
the foal confcq-jences, till we were plunged in too far to 
retreat. The Houfe muflr well remember at the opening of 
the firft feffion of this parliament, which was the beginning 
of the war, that a three (hilling land-tax was voted before 
Chriftmas, to take off the alarms of the landed gentlemen. 
Your feamen were reduced to a lower eftablifliment than they 
had been for the four preceding years ; they were reduced at 
the beginning of the feffion to 16000 men, which is the loweft 
eftablifhment for profound peace. The minifter amufcd the 
public in that feffion with paying off a million of the national 
debt. All this was done to lead you infenfibly on, by fdfe pre« 
tences, till it was too late to retreat. Unfortunately the mini- 
fter obtained his end ; the deception was univerfally encouraged* 
Thofe who would have advertifed you of thefe deceptions, 
and of your dangers, were browbeaten and difcountenanced } 
even a patient hearing was denied to them. In this particu** 
lar department of the revenue, I have made it my bufinefi, 
every year, to lay a true and accurate ftate before you, in 
oppofition to thofe premeditated and treacherous fallacies 
which have been impofed upon the Houfe by the authority 
of the adminiftration. I (hould think myfelf unworthy of 
any ferther confidence of this Houfe, if I had been the 
author of all thofe fallacies, which have brought this country 
to the brink of ruin. But, Sir, I have never deceived yon, 
nor have I offered any idle tales or vifionary calculations to the 
Houfe. Your journals will bear me teftimony. The fupe* 
rior authority of the miniiler's opinion in this Houfe over- 
bore mine. Upon his authority they gave a negative to 
thofe eftimates and calculations, which, however, in the re* 
fult have proved true. That they have proved true, dii« 
Houfe and the nation now know to their coil. I once more 
offer mjrfelf, in humble deference to their wifdom, but 
claiming fome confidence in their opinion. I fay to you, 
now, Truft no longer thofe falfe prophets, who have fo con-^ 
(Undy milled and <feceived you. Your hafty confidence in 
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thefe deceivers has already coft you twenty millions, and per* 
haps twenty thoufand lives. Stop here, and confider a little 
the bufinefs which you are involved in. If the warning which 
you have had fi-om a cruel and definitive experience will 
not make you wifer, I know not what will ; but hencefor«» 
ward, at leafi, that blindnefs and cruelty muft be wilful, 
whicn can pr^^ceed to facriiice thoufands upon thoufands of 
the. lives of your fellow fubjedls ; and of thofe unfortunate 
men, who would ftiil have been our fellow fubjed^, had 
it not been for the dark and ruinous counfels and 'conduf^ of 
our minifters. Why will you add another twenty millions to 
all the wafte of public money, which has already been (6 
profufely lavifhed ? 

I have prepared eflimates of the expences, which pro* 
bably may be incurred, if you proceed to another cam* 
paign ; which, if the Houfe is fo difpofed, I will lay be-« 
fore them. ' According to my computation, the total of 
the American war, as fuppofed to continue only for one 
more campaign, in the year 1778, will amount to between 
thirty and forty millions. The documents, upon which I 
form this opinion, are now lying upon your table. I have 
colleded out from the papers of the Houfe the expences of 
the navy, army, and ordnance, during the late war, and in 
the prefent war, both upon the ordinary eftimates, and the 
extraordinary and contingent expences. I havtf endeavoured 
to feled fuch circumftances as are fimilar to the prefent ; and 
to adapt others, with fuch fuitable allowances as may affift 
lis in the inquiry. My firft motion is conceived in very ge*- 
neral terms, viz. That it is the opinion of diis Houfe, that 
the fsirther profecution of the American war muft be at- 
tended with an inormous expence. The term enormous is 
the fovourite word of the noble Lord at the head of the 
treafury; therefore. Sir, I think I may depend upon him 
for feconding this preliminary motion of mine. My fecond 
motion, is the fpeciiic point upon which the debate will turn, 
viz. Whether the total expence of the American war may 
probably, by the end of the next campaign, amount to b&» 
tween thirty and fony millions. My reafon for putting the 
preliminary motion as I have done, is this, that, in the debate 
upon the firft motion, the fpecific matter of the fecond no* 
tion will be diicufled % and if upon d^it difcuffion it Ihould 
appear to the Houfe, that anv other probable total is nearer 
to the prefumptive proo^ I inall be open to convidion, and 
leady to alter the terms oif die fecond motion, according to 
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vanifli ; and after all you cannot help yourfelves. Xhere if 
DO wiiHom in declaring a thing inadmi^fible that cercminlj 
muft and will com« to pafs. If the Houfe would lend a b* 
Tourable ear to fuch a proporuion, I (hould conceive a xvf 
of hope, that things might ftill end well. 

I have in my band a propofttion, which I read I9 
the Houfe lail year, drawn up in the fhape of a propolcd 
addrefe to the King. Perhaps a cooler xeAtS6oa^ and 
the courfe of events which have lately happened, and 
the prefent ftate of your affairs, may induce the Houfe 
XO lend a tolerating ear. I will with their permiffion (aa 
they feem not unwilling to hearken at lead) repeat fiich 
parts of that propofed addrefs, as contain the arguments fee 
the legiflative independence of America. If I were permitted, 
I would recommend to the Houfe to lay fentiments befbrf 
the King to the following efFe£l — That all good govern^ 
nsent is eftablifhed for the {afety and content of the peafdep 
as exprcfled by the general voice and common confent of tbe 
members of any community ; and that whatever fuperintendr 
jng power or controul a parent (late may be entitled to in cbf 
inrancy of any colony, as for the common good of any fuch 
colony in its infancy, yet that the ultimate end of all colooiit 
9^tion isy and ought to be, to eilabli(h kindred and deriva* 
tive communities into perfe£l focieties, in the fullnefs oJF pa« 
pulation^ fetdement, profperity, and power. Thcfe princiv 
pies are not only founded in the nature of mankind, but arf 
peculiarly applicable to our own coloniffcs, who carried out 
with them, into their foreign fettlements, the ieeds of tli9 
Britifh conftitution, which we flatter ourfclves to be thf 
bappieft and mod free in the world. Thefe colonies, undcf 
the aufpicious and friendly eye of the patent Hate, have a| 
length out-grown the imbecihties of their infant ftate, and 
approach to the maturity of (ettlement and population, and 
all the arcs of life ; and thereby are become capable of thai 
clortous ioheriiance of perfe£^ freedom, which their parejal 
uate has in former times refcued out of the hands of tjnants^ 
with a view to afTert it for the common good and ufe of niaa«» • 
kind, and particularly to tranfmit it entire to their own de^ 
icendants. As no country can arrive at its full pefft^QioBy 
while it is confined in the powers of a free legiflation refped- 
ing the concerns cf its own internal policy ; and as the traiw 
fition of colonies from the controul of a diftant parent ftat«| 
to the abfoluce poiTsflion, in full right, of all their legiflativq 
powersi muft inevitably (at a certain period of conneaioi^ 

betweeii 
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between the parent ftate and its colonies) difturb, or at letft 
for A time (uipcndt the harmony of affection and mucuul cor* 
rcfpondcfice of interefts; and ai the couffe of tlie prefent 
dilputrs between Great Britain and her c^Joniet bat led to 
that ddngrrouH point of contcocion, which^ be jig originally 
inherent in (he relation of parent fiute und colony, now (hewn 
ilfelf fo (erioui in its ar()eci, as perbitp^ to threaten, if fv>f 
amicably adjufted, the ruin of one or both countries : — Your 
Commons therefore think it Wife and prudent, to follow tbt 
app.'irently natural and unavoidable couric of things, und to 
beftow upon the coloniev an entii c freedom of ihvir legifl'itive 
powers within themfelvei ; hoping thereby to Uy a fouiida- 
tioii for a perpetual and indiflolublc bond of aiie^ion and aU 
liancf, in every r^fpedt as b'^neK^'ial to both countries, as tlio 
connexion which has hitherto fubtiifed between them, in ibo 
iputual relation of parent ftate and colony ; and with this ad*- 
ditional h')pe of permanence, that, according to all huoun 
prudence, fiich conncxiom, in which there is no latent prin* 
ciplc of future difcord, may be trufted and relied upon, for 
the cordial reftr>ration of peace, and for all the bleffings of 
roconciliation between this country and the offspring of its 
own liberty, formed in the perfca refemblance of iu owa 
conftittftion, and tranfplantcd into the new world of Amc« 
rica. Your faithful Commons therefore humbly befeech 
your Majefty, to order an immediate fufpenfion of hoftilioet 
an America, for the take of preventing any farther effufioa 
of blood; and to concur with your Parliament upon tbc 
ground«work of the foregoing principles and confiderationa^ 
ill laying a foundation for reconcilement aiui perpetual peace 
between this country and America. 

To this propofttion, Sir, 1 would annex, as the concomU 
tant condition on the other fide, a compact of trade to be ob- 
ibrved by the Americans, fimilar to that which fublifted be* 
twecn the two countries before the rupture. Upon the ad^ 
miffion of thefe contbined propoiitions, i would propofe to 
proceed upon them as fundamentals, in the negotiation of a 
perpetual fosderal alliance in all its dittributive parts. 

Siir, I ihould once more aik your pardon for having given 
you and the Houle (o much trouble, 1 am yftry feniible of 
their goodnefs and indulgence. The refult of every argu- 
ment that I have ever oinred to the Houfe upon American 
fubjeAs has been, by tome caft or other, to feek the pradican 
ble means of reftoring peace. It ii, and ever will be the (ble 
flyeaof all my aosieiy and laboiM iii the public caufe. 

IwiU 
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^ may foon be made our enemies. Our refpefl for them 
*^ will proportionably diminifli ; and I fee clearly we are on 
^ the high road towards perpetual enmity, hatred, and de» 
** teftation. A feparation will of courfe be inevitable. *Tis 
^ a million of pities fo fair a plan as, we have been en|;a^ed 
*^ in, for increafing ftrengch and empire with public fcTicityi 
^ Ihould be deftroyed by the mangling hands of blundering 
^ minifters. It will not be defiroyc^. God will proteS 
** and profper iU You will only exclude yourfelves from . 
*' any mare in it. We hear more troops and (hips are 
** coming out. We know you may do us a great deal of 
^ mifchief; but we are determined to bear it patiendy as 
^ long as we can ; but if you flatter yourfelves with beating 
^ us into fubmifliiHi, you know neither the people nor the* 
^ country* The Congrefs is fiill fitting, and will wait the 
« refiilt of their Iq/I petition." 

And what was the refuk of this lafi petition i His Ma- 
jefty was advtfed by his minifters, fatally for the honour, in« 
tereft, and iuftice of this country, to fay, that no atiTwer 
ibould be given. What then was there left for the Americans^ 
but to take up arms in their own defence, when their petH 
tiohs were rejected unheard, and the whole force of this coun« 
try, and all the mercenary forces of Europe, were fent to in^ 
yade them ? 

J have often faid in this Houfe, and I muft repeat it, that I 
fhall never call thefe men rebels, nor their caufe rebellion, 
but a Juftifiable refiftance. You cannot look into your owa 
bill of rights, but you will fee a formal recognition of the 
right of refiftance in the fubjed. When the liberties and 
privileges of a Britifh fubjedl are invaded, and his petitions 
reje£led, every fuch fubje<St has a right to the ufe of arms in 
his own defence. So fays the a£l which is declaratory of ^e 
rights of the Britiih conftitution, and the corner-ftone of all 
the liberties which we enjoy in this country. As, in my 
opinion, upon thefe conftitutional principles, the refiftance in 
the beginning of thefe troubles was juftifiable on the part of 
the Americans, who were then our fellow-fubjedVs, I muft 
now, upon the fame principles, confider our peneverance at 
the continuation of an unjuft war on our part againft them* 
And what haveyou got by this war i You have gained no« 
thing, but you have loft thirteen provinces* It is to thofe 
minifters, who have fyftematically invaded their rights, and 
rejected all their petitions, that you are indebted for this lofs | 
they have fummed up all their pernicious meafures in this laft 

bX2l 
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fatal a£t of advifing the King to rcjed unheard the united pe« 
tion of all the American colonies. That man has much to 
anfwer for to this country who advifed that fatal meafure ; 
and I hope the time will come^ when this Houfe will addrefs 
the King to know who did advife it. It was done juft upon 
the eve of the acceffion to office of the noble Lord who is 
now at the head of the American department. I do not 
charge it upon him, becauie I have no fpecific grounds for 
fuch a charge ; but thus much lam free to fay, that the fpirit 
of fuch a meafure is more conformable to the fyftem which 
has been followed fince his acceffion to office, than to the 
fyftem which prevailed before, and which was fet afide to make '' 
vmy for him. Of another fa6l, however, we are well af- 
fured, and of the author and advifer. Since the noble Lord 
at the head of the American department came into office, bis 
Majefty has been advifed not to lay the leaft fcrap of infor**^ 
matlon before the Houfe. Before that time we had fome in* 
formation from the correTpondence of the plantation-office 
laid before us* That information wa» partial indeed, and 
garbled; but now tl^ minifter holds up his head in a 
haughtier ftile ; he does not condefcend to take the leaft no- 
tice of Parliament, or to give us the leaft fcrap of informa- 
tion. We know that be is refponfible, and that, by fecreting 
all information, he takes a great rifque of refponfibility upon 
himfelf : but what is the confideration of a private perfon to 
the great interefts of the whole ftate at large ? If he (hall ever 
be found to have fecreted information from Parliament, which 
might have guided the counfels of this Houfe to other mea«* 
fures, the relponfibility of a private man can be no adequate 
recompense to his country, for having led them blindfold to 
xuin. 

What then is there left for us to do in this difaftrous ftate 
of things i Indeed, Sir, I can hardly fee one ray of hope. 
You would not hearken to advice in time. You would not 
offer any conditional terms of fubmiffion to your colonies. 
You gave them no alternative, but independence or uncondi* 
tional fubmiffion* They are now in pofleffion of indepen« 
dencei and you cannot wreft it from them. Sir, you know 
my fentiments upon this matter of independence; I have 
laid them before the Houfe upon former occafions. I con-^ 
te& that I do not fee the horrors attending the legiflative in-* 
jdependence of your colonies that many perfons do. If I 
could flatter myfelf, that the Houfe would confent patiently 
to hear fuch a prof>ofition debated, I think their terrors would 

vanifli; 
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The rcfuh of the debate. If the account be over-rated^ of 
under- rated) lean rectify accordingly ; but let us at lead kfMiw| 
what is the probable eftimate that we mufl reckon upon. 
Call it near thirty millrons, or more than thirty, or between 
thirty and forty ; 1 believe this laft phnife will be nearer thaa 
any other. I have always fubmitted my thoughts fiiirly aii4 
openly to the Houfe, and to the comments of the noble Lor< 
at the head of the treafury: the eftimates which I formerly 
laid before you have never l^een found fallacious ar «xtrB^ 
iragant. Surely, Sir, I afk nothing unreafonable ; I only aflt 
that you will think before you ad. 

I am aware of an objection which the noble Lord may make^ 
Hot to the matter, but to the time. It niay be faid, tnat ihit 
difcuflion more properly belongs to the committee upon ibk 
ftate of the nation, which is appointed to fit after the holidayiw 
To which I can only reply, that I am fojicitous to throw out t» 
the Houfe, the itate of the concomitant expences of the wat^ 
in the earlieft part of the feflion, hand in hand with yout 
vote for the land-tax, that the landed gentlemen may be 
apprized what they are preparing for themfelves. If they do 
not interpofe, to flop the farther progrefs of this deftructive 
War, four (hillings in the pound will be entailed upon them 
for ever : and I win venture to prophefy to them^ that- four 
(hillings in the pound will not be all that they will have l^ 
pay. In the confideration of an infinite multitude of nr>attert» 
which will come before the committee upon the ftate of the 
nation, the landed intereft may not have that pre-eminent 
confideration that 1 wifh. I look upon the landed gentlemen 
as the watchmen and guardians of the ftate, therefore I 
would have a word with them in the foremoft place, amd 
before the ftoim rages, which is coming on apace, to-coiH 
found land) funds, mani|fa£lures, and commerce, in one com* 
mon ruin. 

The ruin is univerfal, and without bounds ; your naval 
power will be exhaufted, and the very fources of it deftroyed | 
your armies are baffled and difgraced ; one entire army i$ 
'fwallowed up, and perhaps another may foon be in a conditioh 
not much better. I pretend not to any fagacity above other 
perfons, but I have endeavoured to get the beft information cff 
the temper and powers of America, from the wifeft and moft 
informed perfons, and from thofe who are at all times friends to 
reconciliation and peace, and who have been very fincerely well 
affedled towards this country. I told you, three years ago, that 
America would turn out an army of 50,000 men, which you 
' then 
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then laughed at, and would not believe^ I have told ^ou that 
they were united, and that yo« could not touch an hair of the 
bead of America : you hav? found it true. The men that 
you fend thither are devoted to certain dc ftruflion. Ibunt et 
rgdibunt nunquam. The whole condud of the minifters of 
this country has been folly and impotent rage. If they can- 
not conquer, they will deftroy. Every falutary warning has 
been defpifed ; prudent plans and counfels, as well as perni- 
cious ones, have been laid before you. It cannot be doubted 
but that Dr. Franklin was well acquainted with the true ftate 
and temper of his own country, and of his own countrymen. 
He has given full warning to this country, both in public 
and in private, of the ruinous confequences of the meafures 
which have been adopted. The prudence of his advice, 
and prophetic warnings to this country, ftand upon record ; 
he gave them publicly at your bar in the year 1766; he 
gave a mpft material helping hand towards the reftoration of 
peace in 'that happy year ; if his advice had been followed in 
the fubfequent meafures, we (hould not now be dipped in 
blood. 1 will, with permiffion, read to the Houfe a letter 
which I received from him in the year 1775, at a lime when 
we were all fellow-fubjects together, and before that fatal 
prohibitory a£t, by which you cafl your colonies out from 
your proteiSlion. I did read it to you in my place, within a 
few days after I received it ; but you were then confident of 
having America under your feet, and defpifed tytry propo- 
rtion recommending peace and lenient meafures. The letter 
is as follows : 

Philadelphia, Oflober 3, 1775. 

*' I wifli as carneftly as you can do for peace, and mould 
.*• rejoice exceedingly to co-operate with you for that end ; 
** but every fhip from Great Britain brings fome intelligence 
" of new meafures that tend more to exafperate; and it 
** feems to me, that until you have found, by dear expcri- 
." «Qce, the reducing v«s by force imprailicable, you will 
•• think of nothing fair or reafonable. We have, as yer, 
'** only refolved on defenjfive meafures. If you would recall 
** your forces, and ftay at home, we (hould meditate nothing 
." againft you* A little time fo given for cooling on both 
•* (ides, might have excellent effedls. Bui yoi* will goad and 
" provoke us.; you defpife us too much ; and you arc infen- 
5^ (iible of the Italian adage. That there is no little enemy. I 
:^* am peiYuailed the body of the Briii(h people are our friends f 
J** t^ut /hey arc changeable, and by your lying gazettes 

*^ ** may 
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I will now read to the Houfe the feveral motions which I 
have to oflFer, as they ftand in order. 

That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that the &rther pr6« 
fecution of the American war muft be attended with an enor- 
mous expence. 

That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that the expences of 
another campaign in the year 1778, added to the expences 
already incurred in the American war, may probably amount 
to a fum not lefs than between 30 and 40 millions (lerlingy 
which muft create an alarming increafe of the principal and 
intereft of the national debt ; and muft require many ad* 
ditional heavy and burdenfome taxes, land-taxes as well is 
other taxes, upon the Britifh fubje6ls to defray. 

That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that the &rther prole* 
cution of the American war muft be deftrudive of the naviga- 
tion, commerce, riches, and refources of this country, as wdlas 
of the livbs of his Majefty's fubje£ls ; and that it will leave us 
in an exhaufted ftate, with our land and fea forces^ at the 
diftance of three thoufand miles, open to the infults or at- 
tack of any fecret or infidious enemy to this country. 

That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that it is unbecomiii^ 
the wifdom and prudence of Parliament, to proceed any fiur- 
ther in the fupport of this fruitlefs, expenfive, and deftrudive 
war ; more efpecially without any fpeciEc terms of accommo* 
dation declared* 

Lord North objedted to the motions, becaufe, he faid, they 
were out of time, and improper. He never beard fuch mo- 
tions made in a Houfe ; they were proper for a Committee. 
As to the firft, he faid, no one could objed to it. He him« 
felf confeflt^d, that it muft be attended with enormous ex- 
pence, but that it was impoffible for the Houfe, in his ora- 
nion, to decide on the next, before the day of general diC- 
oiflion, when they had every fad before them, and could be 
able to determine with propriety. 

Mr. Burh rofe, and here a fort of bye-battle commenced 
between him and Lord Lifl)urne, on a pafTage in the laft 
Gazette, where General Vaughan fsy«, he went to Efopus^ 
•* becaufe it was a nurfery for every villain in the country | 
and when he arrived there, they fired from the windows at 
his men, which brought him to the neceffity of reducing the 
place to afhes/' Mr, Burke faid, this paflage was obfcur^ 
and that he faw no fufficient reafon for burning the town* 
Lord Lifl^urne, in private, conferred with him upon it ; whea 
he told the noble Lord, he faw no good reafon that General 

. Vaughah 
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Vaughan had for going to Efopus at all. The conteft conti'^ 
nued until 

Sir George Savile faid, he wiflied to bring back the atten* 
tion of the Ht>ufe to 0ie queftion, and afiured the treafiiry- 
bench, he would alfo pay them in good time, a very proper 
attention. After which, he iniinuated fomething of impeach- 
ments, adding, that though the people of England were fome* 
times apt to Be mild, they were at other times as apt to be in 
great heat. He faid, he agreed with his honourable friend, 
whofe calculations and labours he highly complimented, 
but he was hot for treating with America as an independent 
ftate. 

Governor Johnjhne faid, he would take occadon from the 
draught of the addrefs, which Mr. Hartley opened in his 
fpeech to the Houfe, te give to the Houfe his opinion of 
the ground ofi which any peace with the colonies fbould 
be made. He compared the rights and conftitution of 
which the colonies were, by law, in pofleffion, to a copyhold 
right, held from the original pofleflbr, who had the freehold; 
but a copyhold of defined and unimpeachable rights, fub* 
ie£l, however, to the condition of the tenure. By fo much 
as this fort of rights (however it became fo) was inferior to a 
freehold, by fo much more we were bound to guard and 
maintain thefe rights of theirs under our protection. If we 
invaded them, we thereby gave them a right to inquire, by 
what original right we ailumed, that th^ tenure and their 
rights and poflfeffion were of this inferior nature. We gave 
them a right to refift and to rebel. He could not, therefore, 
he faid, adopt the ideas of Mr. Hartley, at leaft in the form in 
which they were contained in the draught of the addreff:, as it 
put the colonies on the ground of independence. Though he 
ibould always maintain the rights of the Americans, as colo* 
nifts, yet he never could adopt the idea of their independence; 
He always thought the letting the colonies loofe, to be a dan* 
gerous meafure. 

Mr. Burke faid, he thought [here he was called to order by 
Colonel Onflow, who faid he had fpoicen before, and that it 
was againft order to fpeak again y but the Houfe, almoft una- 
nimoufly, called upon Mr. Burke to go on J it ought to be the 
end of every plan of peace, to ftet the colonies as much fub-» 
ordinate as we can keep them With their confent. But, at the 
fame time, he difapproved of thus laying down lines and mea« 
fiircs,- in matters which muft be determined as future events 
would permit us to ^&• 
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Mr. F^ie (aid, as fo much had been (aid about oflering 
terms, and nothing as to the nature of thofe terms, he thoughti 
this would be a proper opportunity, as there would be no 
other before the Houfe adjourned, to give his opinion whatr 
the terms ought to be — that he thought we ought to giv^ 
America perfe£l fecurity on the fubjeft of taxation. and. her.; 
charters**that thi$ would be the proper preliminary of a treaty $: 
fpr that, however the people whofe fpirits were warmeft iiti 
America might look upon in^iependence, yet there were others.^ 
who looked back to their old connexions with this country;' 
tfid that this meafure would at leaft divide America. I wotud. 
treat with them on the very topic whether thev (hould bq in*: 
dependent or not ; but my wifb is, that America may remain 
dependent upon this country. I am no friend to the indepen- 
dence of America; neverthelefs, if no better terms can be. 
had, I would treat with them as allies. They might be good 
and ufeful allies, nor do I fear the confequence of their iodc- 
piendence. 

Sir William Gordon recommended coercive meafures ; hoped^ 
no treaty whatever would be commenced, until America h<{d. 
I^id afide her claim to independence. 

Colonel Onflow clofed the debate; and the queftion being. 
f($verally put upon Mr. Hartley's motions, they were all ne* 
gatived without a divifion. The Houfe was up at ten 
o'clock. 

December 6. 

No Debate. Adjourned to December 10. 
Decetnber 10. 

As foon as the members had taken their places, Mr. 
7*. Tewnfiend begged that the minifter [the noble Liord in, 
the blue ribbon]^ or fome of his friends, would rife and fay^ 
if the report of an adjournment to take place that evening' 
was true ; and that it was to be till the 20th of January. 
He afked the queftion thus early, that gentlemen might be. 
informed of what was intended. He referved himfclf tOj 
offer his reafons why the adjournment to a remote day would 
be improper when the queftion (hould come before the 
Houfe. 

Lord North faid, he had heard fuch a motion was intended 
to be made, as foon as the order of the day (hould be difpofed 
of. 

. Mr. Wilkes. I chofe from motives of policy to delay the 
motion, which I mean now to fubmit to the Houfe, tiU the 
eftabli(hments both of the navy and army for the enfoing 

year 
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year were compleied. After fuch prodigious preparations 
for war, after every fingle article, which the minifters have 
afked, has been granted, and we are armed at every point 
for the vigorous profecution of hoftilicies, we may vtrith 
more appearance of dignity hold out propolitions for peace. 
This Houfe, Sir, has voted 60,000 Teamen, including near 
19)000 marines, above 20,000 efFedive landmen, commif- 
fion and non-commiffion officers included, fr guards, gar* 
rifons, and the forces to be kept up in Great Britain, Jerfey 
and Guernfey. We have befides in our pay, five battalions 
of Hanoverians, a£tually in garrifori, to the eternal reproach 
of England, at Gibraltar and Minorca: the vari'>us troops of 
Heile CafTel, Hanau, Waldeck, Brunfwick, Brandeburgh^ 
Anfpach, and Anhalt-Zerbft, amounting to above 69,000 c^ 
thofe mercenaries: in all, a land army of more than 89.000 
men. This Houfe has not yet been afTembled three weeks, 
and we have already voted away of the people's monev no le(s 
afum than 8,643,0001. I believe this is only the iixteenth 
day fince the opening of the feffion. Every day of the prc- 
fent feffion then has, on an average, coft the people above 
500^000 1. What a relief to their fears, Sir, will be the ad- 
journment which minifters have juft mentioned, for near 
iix weeks? How much will it augment the feftivity of the 
feafon! Yet, I fear, Sir, it is a mere temporary relief. 
Do not minifters only retire to return with redoubled fury, 
to lay frefti burthens and impofitions on this exhaufted na^ 
tion? 

Amidft all thefe amazing preparations for war, fcarcely a 
thought, or a figh for peace, feems to intrude upon, or 
efcape, any one of our minifters. What fingle ftep 
has been taken by adminiftration to put an end to this ruin# 
ous war, and to prevent the farther effufion of human 
blood? A noble Lord [Marquis of GranbyJ on this fide 
of the Houfe, who is the worthy heir of the pitrlotic vir- 
tues of an illuftrious father, propofed on the Hrft day of this 
feffion an immediate cefiation of arms, but the propofitlon 
was rejeded bv a great majority. Scarcely a hint of a wi£h 
for peace has oeen made by any member of adminiftration« 
I will not, however, Sir, be difpirited. Son^e late events^ 
unknown to the Houfe at that time, may induce the moft 
violent to liften to thofe healing meafures, which, in the in» 
folence of our imagined triumphs, we rejedted with difjain* 
The preliminary of peace, which I fhail take l;he liberty 
of fubmitting to the Houfe, ftrikes at the root of the evil, 
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the confefled caufe and origin of the American war. I 
mean. Sir, the right of taxation, which is enafied in die 
Declaratory A&y the repeal of which I (hall prefently move. I 
believe, Sir, according to the forms of the Houfe^ I muft firft 
defire the Cleric to read the ad. It is the 6th of the Kin^ 
chapter the 12th. [The Clerk reads.] ^ To make laws to 
bind the colonies and people of America in all cafes what- 
foever.*' I believe, Sir, this is the (horteft compendium 
of flavery ever given. It is the broadeft bads of tyranny. 
** In all cafes whatfoever 1" Therefore in taxation. Three 
millions of freemen to be taxed at the arbitrary will and 
pleafure of this Houfe ; without; a fingle perfon to reprefent 
them, or to controul the expenditure of their money? If 
the Americans could tamely fubmlt to this, they would de- 
ferve to be flaves. They ought to be more contemned than 
the Cappadocians of infamous memory, who refufed the 
liberty which was offered them by the Romans. If we caa 
take a part of their property without their confent, we can 
take the whole. It is impoffible to draw the line. Thia 
Houfe might vote away the whole property of Americi 
without the confent of one man on that vaft continent. The 
very fuppofition is not only repugnant to every idea of the 
common rights of mankind, but ^^ it is againft the franchifei 
of the land for freemen to be taxed but by their confent 
im Parliament,'' as Lord Coke declares. We, know by the 
law of England, that the Proteftant fubjefls of our colonies 
in America are entitled to all the liberties, privileges, and 
immunities of the natural-born fubje<9s of this kingdom. 
The next ftep to taxation naturally follows. Minifters 
might apply an American revenue to the advancement of 
their own profligate plans, perhaps to the fame bafe purpofes 
as the taxes levied among us, to the augmentation of an 
enormous civil li(^, to increafe the overgrown influence of 
the crown, and corrupt the reprefentatives of the people. 
Without this taxation we have experienced that the whole 

froduce of American induftry centered in Great Britain, 
do hot intend. Sir, to go into a difquifition of the ftale 
queflion of taxation and reprefentation, nor the wretched . 
nonfenfe of virtual reprefentation here of three millions of 
our American fubje^s. I remember once before to have 
fully argued thofe queflions. I fhall now confine myfelf to; 
the repeal of the Declaratory A(9',and the other 2l&s injurious 
to the freedom of America. Without this repeal we cannott 
I am (atisfied, have peace, nor^ I believe, would the Ameri-* 
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cans treat with you on any other terms. They proceeded at 
the beginning with wonderful temper and moderation ; but 
at laft they fummed up all their injuries as cdi^iprifed in the 
declaratory act, which they reprobated with fpirit. While 
this SL& remains in the ftatute-book you never can think of 
any negociation with the Congrefs. The iirft Congrefs^ 
which met in 1774, a£led with calm dignity and prudence, 
with moderation and magnanimity. They did not direSly 
attack the declaratory a£t. They knew it had pafled in an 
adminiftration, compofed of men who declared themfelves 
friends to American freedom, and had adually repealed the 
ftamp aft. They confidered it as a Brutum fulmen on the 
part of this country. They dutifully folicitedf the repeal of 
the Bofton port bill, the Maflachufet's charter bill, that 
monfter of defpotifm and popery the Quebec aft; but 
they pafled over in filence the declaratory aft. Yet, Sir, al- 
though no exprefs mention was made of that aft, they put in 
the ftrongeft proteft againfl the claim or exercife of any 
fuch powers in their very firft refolution. It is of Oftober 
14, 1774. " The inhabitants of the Englifli colonies in North 
America, by the immutable laws of nature, the principles of 
the Englifli conftitution, and the feveral charters or compafts, 
have the following rights. Refohed, nemtne contradicente^ that 
they are entitled to life, liberty, and property j and they have 
never ceded, to any fovereign power whatever, a right to dif- 
pofe of either without their confcnt." 

In the year following, the fecond Congrefs, finding all 
their endeavours here for a redrefs of their grievances in- 
eiFeftual, thought it neceflary to hold out a kind of ultima- 
tum to this country, and to fpeak the plain, full, manly 
language of injured freemen. In a " declaration by the 
reprefentatives of the united colonies of North America^ 
now met in Congrefs at Philadelphia, fetting forth the 
caufes and neceffity of their taking up arms," July 6, 1775^ 
it is faid, *' We for ten years inceflantly and inefFeftually 
befieged the throne as fupplicants ; we reafoned, we remon« 
ftrated with Parliament in the moft mild and deceilt lan« 
guage; Parliament have undertaken to give and grant oiir 
money without our confcnt, though we have ever exercifed 
an exclufive right to difpofe of our own property, &c. &c. &c. 
But why fhould we enumerate our injuries in detail ? By 
one ftatute it is declared, that Parliament can of right make 
laws to bind us in all cafes whatfoever. What i» to defend 
}x% againft fo enormous, fo unlimited a power ? Not a Tingle 
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man of thofe wh > aflfume it is chofen by us« or is fubjeA to 
our control or influnce; but, on the contrary, they are 
all of them exempt from the operation of fuch laws; and 
ah American revenue, if not diverted from the oftenfible 
purpofes for which it is raife \ would adually lighten their 
own burthens in proportion as they increase ours.*' Thit 
one ftatute, the declaratory ad, is the fountain from whence 
not only waters of bitternefs, but rivers of blood, have 
flo A'ed. 

I ought, Sir, in juftice to the Congreis, to take nodci^ 
that, even after this, rhey prefented a moft humble and duti* 
ful petition to the King. From the ill-iudged reply of the 
Jimcnc2Ln fecretary, that no anfwer would be given, I fup- 
pofe every idea of obtaining a redrefs of their numerous 
grievances vanifhed. Yet in this very declaration they iky, 
^^ We {bail lay down our arms when hoftilities (hall ceafe 
on the part of the aggreflbrs, and all danger of their being 
renewed (hall be removed, and not before." I will venturer. 
Sir, to do this much-injured body of men juftice on another 
fubje£^ againft the falfe ^ nd malevolent afTcrtions of the noble 
Lord [Lord George Germaine] at the head of the Ame- 
rican department. His Lordfhip declared to us, in cxpreft 
terms, that the Congrefs had endeavoured to engage the In- 
dian ravages in their fervice, and would have employed thcnd 
in the war. It is well known in what manner they muft al« 
ways be employed, not in the ufe of the fword and bayonet^ 
of v\hicb t.iey are ignorant, but the fcalping knife and toma- 
hawk, in which they are expert. In this manner they 
have been employed by General Burgoyne. The Congreft, 
Sir, in the true heroic fpirit of bravery, which mercy al- 
ways accompanies, rejjrobated the idea of torture and cruelty. 
They determined on fair, honourable war, unftained by 
murder or mafTacre. I will convict his Lordfhip on tlie 
fulled evidence of the grofieft impodtion on this Houfe, and 
of a violation of truth. The journal of the Congrefs, Sir, 
both tnat of lyy^ and 1775, has been as regularly publifhed 
to the world as the voics of the Houfe of Commons are by 
you, Mr. Speaker. In that journal of June 30, 1775, 1 
find the following words: "^Refolved, 1 hat the committee 
for Indian affairs do prepare proper talks to the fcveral tribes 
of Indians for engaging the continuance of their friendlhip 
to us, and neutrality in our prefent unhappy difpute with' 
Great Britain.'* This was, Sir, after the provocations of 
fhe repeated ilaughter of their friends at Lexington^ Con*' 
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cord, iktid Bunker*s-Hill. But, Sir, although the CongreA 
rehifed to afk the barbarous aid of the Savages, the King's 
General moil readily and with eagernefs employed ' them* 
He boafts of it in his proclamation of laft June. No man» 
Sir, who has read that proclamation, and Major-Genei^ 
Gates's letter, will flied the tear of pity over the misfortunes 
ef Mr. Burgoyne. Major-General Gates fays, in his letter 
of Auguft 28th, to Mr. Prefident Hancock, *' the horrid 
murders and fcalpings. paid for and encouraged by Lietenaht* 
General Burgoyne, previous to his defeat at Bennington^ 
tvill for ever Itain the honour of the Britifh arms i n 
one houfe the parents, with fix children, were moft cruelly 
butchered.'* Is this, Sir, the mercy of the King, which Ge- 
neral Burgoyne, in his proclamation, fays ^^ his Majefty's nu- 
merous armies and fleets, in every quarter of America, were to 
difplay, as well as his power and juftice?" He fucceeded td 
irritate, hot to intimidate, his enemies. But, Sir, although 
I do not feel the lead fpark of compaffion for the fate of Mr. 
Burgoyne, I truly commiferate the fituation of the troops 
with him. I regret the lofs of the brave foldiers who pe* 
rifhed in the aSion, and I pity thbfe who furvive. I am 
forry 800 valiant Englifh and Germans were killed in a baj 
caufe, in fighting againft the beft conilitution on earths 
Sir, it was tnfcribed on the tombs of the three hundred Spar<<» 
tans, who at Thermopylae devoted themfelves to a gloribu< 
death for the liberties of Greece, " Paflenger, go tell at 
Sparta that we died for having obeyed her holy laws." It 
ought to be engraven on the tombs of the eight hundred who 
fell in the late aftipn, *' PaflTengcr, go tell in England that 
we died for having violated her holy conftitution ;*' for fuch, 
in my opinion, is the cafe of every man who has in this civil 
war drawn his fword againft our brethren in America, and 
perlflied in the conflidt. The fituation, Sir, of thofe who 
furvive is to be commiferated, not fo much for the calamities 
which they have fuffered, brought on by themfelves, as for 
the lofs of honour, which, we are rightly informed, has ac- 
companied the circumftances of their defeat and furrender. 
The terms of the capitulation for General Burgoyne, and the 
veteran troops under his command, are ftated to be, delivering 
up their arms ; being permitted, without moleftation, to em- 
bark for Europe ; ami not ferving againft the Americans dur- 
ing thQ war. They have, then, put themfelves hors de combat. 
They have agreed no more to face thefe cowardly Americans. 
They confent not to meiafure fwords with their conqueror^ 
during this wars not to make a finglc effort to recover their 

K4 loft 






136 PARLIAMENTARY A. lyjf. 

loft laurels* If they had furrendered prifoners of war, thejf 
might have been exchanged, and the fortune of war crownca 
them with future viilories. That chance they have given up^ 
as well as their arms. We have now fcarcely a fingle com* 
pany of foot in arms in all the northern c&U>nies, except 
Canada. The Englifh at the battles of Prefton Pans and 
Falkirk fuffcred two moft ignominious jdefeats. There wat^ 
however, no capitulation that the vanquiflied troops fhould 
notferve againft the fame enemies during the remainder of 
the war. At Culloden they waQied away the foul flain of 
fhat national difgrace in the blood of thofe perjured Sc tch 
rebels againft a mild prince, and an equal fyftem of laws. It 
is, Sir, very remarkable that the fame men, who ftiled the 
Scottiih rebels at that time infurgents, now call the American 
snfurgents by the name of rebels. I will never, Sir, adopt 
the appellation. ( think, Sir, the Americans are fighting 
in a good caufe, for the defence of their juft privileges, and 
chartered, a^ well as innate, rights. I am fare the proudeft 
and moft defpotic court in Europe, that of Vienna, would 
not have treated their fubjeds in the manner this court 
has treated the Americans, as rebels. When the prefent 
Emprefs Queen, then only Queen of Hungary, fucceeded her 
lather, the Emperor Charles VI« in 174Q, (he fecured the af- 
(ef^ions of her Hungarian fubjeds by readily taking the old 
oath of the fovereigns of that country eftablUhed in I23(2« 
The greateft genius of Europe gives it at full length*: " If I, 
or any of my fucceflbrf, at any time, fliould attempt to in^ 
fringe your privileges, you, and your pofterity, are permitted, 
by virtue of this promife, to defend yourfelves, without being 
liable to be treated as rebels." If her anceftors had been as 
wife, theHoufe of Auftria would never have loft Switzerland, 
which they did by oppreifion, The Americans, Sir, I thinlc, 
are defenaing the privileges of every fubje<^ of the Britifli 



* Voltaire fays, " Marie-Therefe, epoufe du Grand Due do 
Tofcane Francois de Lorraine, gagna furtout Tefprit des Hon* 
grois en fe foumettant a pre'^er I'ancien ferment du Roi Andr^IL 
^it Tan 1992. *^ Si moi ou quelques uns des mes fuccefreurs,en 
quelque tems que ce foit, veut en fraindre vos privileges, qu'il 
vous foit, permis en vertu de cette promefle, a vous et a vos 
defcendans, de vous defendre, fans pouvoir etre traites de re- 
belles.'' In the margin Voltaire fays, ^* Serment fingulier'et 
qui ne devait pas Tetre.'* 

Voltaire Siede de Louis XIV. t. 3. p. 429. 
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empire* If this country did juftice to the fame fpirit of free- 
dom in them, which we applaud in our anceftors, we (hould 
admire their heroifm, and repeal all thofe a6^s, which are 
really odious badges of flavery, particularly the Declaratory 
A&j which is an invafion of the people's rights. Till we do 
that, "we can have no rational hope of any reconciliation. 
The defperate fituatinn of our affiiirs from the variety of cir- 
cumftances, which have been fiated, and the late furrender of 
a whole army, proves the abfolute neceffity of terminating 
this bloody civil war, this favage general Indian mafl*acre« 

The Declaratory A^, which we had no right to pafs, will 
never be fubmitted tb by the freemen on the other fide the 
Atlantic. The fpirit of it is hoftile in the extreme to li* 
berty. *' To bind the fubje£t in all cafes whatfoever !'* It is 
a charter of flavery. I deny the principle of this ad as much 
at home as in America. We ridiculoufly bewilder ourfelves 
with frantic, high-flown expreffions of the omnipotence of. 
Parliament. The gcntleft natures are too fond of power, 
although they do not abufe it. There are many things which 
Parliament cannot 60, We cannot vote ourfelves perpetual. 
We cannot fill up our own vacancies, as the late Houfe of 
Commons indeed did in the cafe of the Mrddlefex eleAion, 
but all good men abhorred the ufurpation. We are merely a 
delegated power from the people, and in that capacity only a 
third part of the legiflature.^ We cannot then furrender 
their (hare of power, by whofe favour alone we acquire the 
right of giving any vote in this Houfe. It would be trea- 
chery and rebellion in the fervant againfV the mailer. Caa 
we. Sir, repeal Magna Charta ? Has this Houfe the power 
to eftablifh the Mahometan religion i Government is only a 
truft from the people for their good, and in feveral inflances, 
fo far from pofTeifing an abfolute power, we muft acknowledge 
we have no power at all. I will never admit arbitrary power 
to be lodged in any man, or body of men. Many things are 
fo clofely woven, in with the conditution, like the trial by 
jury, they cannot be feparated, unlefs the body of the people 
exprefsly declare otherwife, after free and full confideration. 
There are fundamental, unalienable rights, land*marks of the 
conftitution, which cannot be removed. The omnipotence 
qf Parliament, therefore, which is contended for, feems to me 
a falfe ai>d dangerous do^rine. . 

I have great reverence. Sir, for the memory of that Whig 
adminiflration, which pafTed the Declaratory Ad. I fpeak 
as a public man. I honour them for their fpirited refolutions- 
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agatnft general warrants, and the feizure of papers, by wbkh 
the perfonal liberty of the fubje£l, and the moft important 
fecrets of life were rendered facred and inviolable. I highly 
applaud the turning the excifeman out of pfrivate houfes by 
the repeal of .the cyder- tax. The n^otiation for the Ma* 
nilla ranfom, which fo deeply interefted many of our braveft 
men in the army and navy, revived under their aufpicess bul^ 
alas! after many faint and feeble efforts, it languifhed and 
expired. Many excellent regulations of trade and commerce 
were made by them» But, Sir, I (hould have thought aH 
their gloiies iuUied by the paffingofthis Declaratory A£t, 
which enads a claim of unlimited authority over the colo- 
nies, if I did not believe it was a kind of force on that admi-^ 
niftration, a kind of compromife for the repeal of the Stamp 
A£ty which had thrown the whole empire into convulfions. 
The Stamp AQ. ought to have been repealed on principles of 
juftice, not expediency. I was abroad at the time, anid majr 
nave been mifinformed ; but if I am not, it was abfolutely 
neceflary to lay the fiorm, which raged with the greateft fury, 
both here among the merchants, and in America. The repeal 
was warmly oppofed by fome of the royal family, and the fz* 
vourite in the Houfe of Lords, by his family and friends in 
both Houfes, by the whole cabinet, the Lords of the bed- 
chamber, and almoft all the King's and Queen's houfehold* 
Perhaps the repeal had not been carried but by the compromife 
of this Declaratory A£l. I am fatisiied that it was not meant 
to be adied upon. I'he new miniftry however in the fucceed- 
ing year builc on this folid foundation of a right to taxation, 
which they found eftabliflied for them. They laid duties on 
tea^glafs, red and white lead, painters* colours, and other things. 
The right had been determined, and the only objections which 
could be made, were the inexpediency and impolicy of its ex<- 
ercife in thofe inftances, and at that period. If I had been ia 
England, Sir, at that time, and in Parliament, I (hould ftre-^ 
nuoufly have oppofed the principle of the Declaratory A&i 
but I was forced into a cruel exile and outlawry by the wick- 
ednefs and injuftice of one admini (Oration, and kept abroad by 
the tamenefs and timidity of another. I was perfecuted with 
extreme rage and violence by a fet of men, who thought them-' 
felves injured, and abandoned by thofe I had cfTentially ferved, 
who before encouraged me, and approved my condu£t. I was 
made their fcape-goat, doomed to bear into the wildernefs the 
fins and iniquities of a great political party, when in oppoii- 
tion. Surely, Sir, their fms and iniquities muft have been of 
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a deep dye, and remain ftill unexpiated, for ipfi mrlis stiam 
nunc vellera ficcatm I would, Sir, in this great bufinefs of the 
repeal of the Declaratory Ad, perfuade oiyfelf that there is 
noi an obftioacy of opinion, a tenacioufnefs of adhering to 
what we have once done, merely becaufe we have done it. It 
feems apparent, that we can have no peace till the accurfed 
thing IS removed from our camp. From that happy moment 
I ihould hope the rude clamours of war would ccafe, and the 
gentle voice of peace be heard. 1 truft, therefore, in this our. 
^y of diftrefs and difgrace, in t!iis time of confternation, there 
will be a perfed union of fentiment, an unjverfal concurrence 
in this firft preliminary of peace. 

I have only mentioned. Sir, the repeal of the Declaratory 
AO, but I mean afterwards to fubmit to the Hoiife the I'epeal 
of the whole fyftem of new ftatutes and regulations fince the 
year 1763. I fix on that period, becaufe the Congrefs com- 
plain of nothing prior to that sera. They have never hinted 
at a repeal of the Navigation Ad, nor any other ads before 
that year. In the petition of the Congrefs to the King, in 
Odober 1774, they fay, *' from this deftrudive fyftem of 
colony adminiftration, adopted fmce the conclufion of the iaft 
Ufar, have flowed thole diftreflfes, dangers, fears and jealou* 
fies, that overwhelm your Majefty's dutiful colonies with af« 
flidion, and we defy our moft fubtle and inveterate enemies 
to trace the unhappy differences between Great Britain and 
thefe colonies from an earlier period, or from other caufes 
than we have affigned, &c. Wc prefent this petition only to 
obtain redreis of grievances and relief from fears and jealou- 
fies, occafioned by the fyftem of ftatutes and regulations 
^opted fince the clofe of the Iaft war." In the fame year the 
Congrefs declared to the ^ople of Great Britain, ^^ Place us in 
the fame fituation that we were at the clofe of the Iaft war, and 
our former harmony will be reftored/' Their language was 
exadly. the fame in the following year, in their Iaft petition to 
the throne. They were alarmed by a new fyftem of ftatutes 
;md regulations, adopted for the adminiftration of the colonies, 
that fiiled'their minds with the moft painful fears and jealou* 
lies. Her4S then. Sir, Great Britain is let ifiue with the co- 
lonies. Repeal thefe injurious ads, and the former harmony^ 
is reftored. We fliall hear no more of the fword and bayonet 
on one fide, nor the fcalping-knife and tomahawk on the other. 
There will be no more effufion of human blood, no heart* 
piercing cries of whole families moft cruelly butchered^ or 
expiring imdcr tort^rest 
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I fear. Sir, that I have intruded too long on the patience 
of the Houfe. I wifh not to tire gentlemen. I am fure I 
bad rather hear any voice than my own within thefe walls ; 
but I muft beg on this important bufinefs a little farther in- 
dulgence, to give, as briefly as I can, a general account of the 
other ads, which 1 hope will be repealed. I begin with the 
Fourth of the King. . From that period of this inaufpicious 
and inglorious reign, a regular and uniform fyftem of attack 
on the rights and privileges both of America and Great Bri- 
tain has been, except during a (hort interval, invariably pur- 
fued, under the diredion, I believe, of the real minifter. We 
(hall now fee how it has operated in a variety of aAs againft 
America. The fourth of the King, chap. 15. is ^ an a^ 
for granting certain duties in the Britifli colonies and planta* 
tions in America, &c." Another aft of the fame year is 
chap. 54, *^ an a6t to prevent paper bills of credit, here^* 
after to be iflued in any of his Majefty's colonies or planta- 
tions in America, from being declared to be a legal tender in 
payments of money, &c." In the following year the ^ zBt 
to alter certain rates of poftage, &c." In the fixth of the 
King, ^'an zSt for repealing certain duties in the Britifh' 
colonies and plantations, &c. and for granting other duties in- 
ftead thereof, &c." The fubfequent year teemed with two 
births fatal to American liberty. I mean the ^^ ad to enable 
his Majefty to put the cuftoms and other duties in the Britifh '• 
dominions in America, &c, under the management of com- 
miffioners, &c." I muft, however, declare that I believe the 
idea of providing for numberlefs hungry dependants, who 
daily befeech and befiege ihe minifter, gave rife to this fta- 
tute. The other ad of the fame year, entitled, " an aft 
for granting certain duties in the Britifh colonies and planta^ 
tions in America, &c." I fhall move to be only in part re- 
pealed ; for fo much of it as relates to the duties upon glafs, 
red and white lead, painters' colours, paper, paite-boards, mill- 
boards, and fca}e-boards, is already repealed by the tenth of 
the King, chap. 17. Then, Sir, follows the ad in the 
eighth of the King, entitled, ^^ an ad for the more eafy and 
eitedual recovery ofithe penalries and forfeitures inflided by 
the ads of Parliament, relating to the trade or revenues of 
the Britifh colonies and plantations in America." Thefe 
ads are objeded to, becaufe duties are impofed by them for 
the purpofe of railing^ a revenue in America, they take away 
the trial by jury, and extend the powers of the Admiralty- 
courts beyond their ancient and legal jurifdidion. The 
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twelfth of his Majefiy, chap. 24^ I propdfe to repeal, becauft 
perfons committing a variety of oiFences fpeciiied in the aA 
out of this realm may be tried in any county within the realmi. 
This is dire«5lly contrary to the firft principles of the confti« 
tution, which gives a right to a trial by a jury of the vicinage^ 
who are fuppofcd bed to know the party. The fame objec* 
tion holds in full force againft the adt in 1774) entitled^ 
*^ An a£t for the impartial admini ft ration of juflice in the 
cafes of perfons queftioned for any a&s done by them in the 
execution of the law, or for the Cippreffion of riots and tu<* 
mults in the province of Maflachufett's Bay, in New Eng* 
land." Another zSt^ in the fame year, chap. 45, takes away 
the charter granted the inhabitants of Maflachufett's Bay, 
by the glorious William III. The Quebec ad followed, 
which totally annihilated the mild and equal fyftem of £ng,-> 
liih laws, and eftablifhed French tyranny and the Romifli 
religion in their moft abhorred extent. The Romifh clergy, 
by die faid zStj may claim to hold, receive, and enjoy their 
accuftomed dues and rights, and no perfon profeffing the 
Romifh religion is obliged to' take the oath required by the 
ftatute in the firft year of Queen Elizabeth. 7^he minifters 
of the eftablifhed church of Elngland were, as ufual, totally 
negleded by the Scotcifh father of this bill, and even thofe 
of his own kirk in this inftance. Then follows the fweeping 
ad againft the whole thirteen provinces, entitled, ^^ An a<S 
to prohibit all trade and intcrcourfe with the colonies of Neir 
Hampfhire, MaiTachufett's Bay, Rhode Ifland> Connedicut, 
New York, New Jerfey, Penfylvania, the three Lower Coun- 
ties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia, &c." which trade and inter- 
c6urfe brought into Great Britain, communibHS annisj near two 
millions annually. The laft sl& I (ball mention is worthy 
of completing the black catalogue. It is the adl of the laft 
feffion, ^* to impower his Majefty to fecure and detain per* 
fons charged with, or {u(pe6ted of, the crime of high*treaibn, 
committed in any of his Majefty's colonies or plantations in 
America, or on the high feas^ or the crime of piracy,'' which 
is now continued another year. It is fufficient to fay of this 
zEty that it fufpends the Habeas Corpus ad, which Judge 
Blackftone declares to be a fecond Magna Charta, and ftable 
bulwark of our liberties; not very ftable however. Sir, in 
this reign, no more than our liberties. There are, betides 
thofe which I have mentioned, three other aAs complained 
of by our brethren in America. The firft is the Bofton port 
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ad in 1774* It was repealed in 17761 but the fubftance df 
it re-enaded in the iame general biJl the fixceenth of the 
King, chap. 5. The a6l iikewife ^^ to retrain the trade 
and commerce of the provinces of Mafl'achufett's Bay and 
New Hampfhire, &c." is exactly in the fame predicament. 
It was reptraied and re-ena£ied in the fame moment. The 
third a& all'ded to, is for providing fuitaUe quarters for of« 
ficers and foldiers in his Majefty*s fervice in North America* 
It paflcd in 1774, and expired at Lady-Day, 1776, Thefe 
three ads I therefore omit. Perhaps I may have pafled ove^ 
fome other obnoxious ftatutes fince 1763^ but I mean, Sir^ 
to propofe the repeal of the whole fyftem of the late Ameri^ 
can ftatutes and regulations, without which it is my fixed opi^ 
nion you can have no permanent tranquillity, nor peace in out 
time. I believe the repeal of thefe acts the necefla:y founda- 
tion for a negotiation, if we are really in earneft to regain 
our colonies, not to abandon them, or exterminate their in^ 
habitants. I would treat America as the (ifter, not the fubjed 
of England. Bologna, in Italy, is ftiied the fifter, not the 
fubjed of Rome. 1 remember that city has libirtat in the 
firft quarter of her arms. I wifb it were in every quarter of 
Italy, of America, of the world. 

I was not prefent. Sir, in the Houfe lad Friday evenings 
but I have heard of a curious political race here at that time 
between two diftinguifhed parties in the oppofition, as if the 
nvnifters were now fairly run down, and all that remained 
was to divide the fpoil. I was tnid of very dextrous manage- 
ment, of much cutting and ihuffling, of propofitions hinted 
at; on one fi<ie, of abandoning the colonies on certain terms of 
advantage; on the other, of giving up fome rights, and enforcing 
others with vigour. 1 have no connection with either party, 
nor with any part of the (tare. Provoco ad populum will ever 
^ continue my motto. But may I venture, bir, to give both 
thefe parties a hint or two ? I think that they need not quar- 
rel yet, for hitherto I fee no vacancy on the treafury-bench. 
Another thing I would juft mention. Both of them (hould 
a little attend to the opinion of our common matter. Lord 
Hillfborough's circular letter to all the governors on the con- 
tinent and iflands, has been brought into this Houfe for va« 
rious purpofes. I (hall now make ufe of it to convince both 
parties, ail parties, every gentleman, of the neceffity of a 
fpeedy reconciliation with our colonies, fifom the declared 
fentiments of our Sovereign. That letter concludes, •* His 
Majefty rdies upon your prudence and fidelity for fuch an 
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eacplanation of his meafures, as may tend to remove the preju- 
dices which have been excited by the mifreprefentations of 
thole who are enemies to the peace and profperity of Great 
Britain and her coloniesi and to re*eftablifh that mutual con* 
fidence and affe£tion, upon which the glory and fafety of tho 
Britifh empire depend/' 

I believe, Sir, I have demonftrated to the Houfe, that mu- 
tual confidence and afFedion can never return between Greatf 
Britain and her colonies, till this Declaratory Adt, the root of 
the evil, the foundation of this conteft, is done away. W& 
are in a declining, and (hall foon be in a defperate ftate, if 
this remedy is not immediately applied. I therefore thirik ir 
m^y clear duty, not only for the glory, but the very fafety of^ 
the Britifli empire, to move, ^^ That leave be given to bring 
in a bill to repeal an a£t, paf^Nl in the 6th year of his prefehC 
JVtajefty, intituled, Anzdt for the better fecuring the depend 
dency of his Miyefty's dominions in America upon the crowit 
and Parliament of Great Britain.'' 

Lord Beauchamp defended the a£ls, fo flrongly condemned, 
ii;i his opinion, upon little or no grounds, by the honourable 
gentleman.— He faid, the declaratory law became necefTary^ 
when the (lamp zSt was repealed. He would not, he faid,* 
pretend to decide, whether the repeal was a wife or prudent 
meafure, or not ; but certainly the fovereignty of this country 
would hive been abandoned, if the Declaratory K&, had not 
maintained it. It was the opinion which prevailed on every 
fide of the Houfe, a very few individuals excepted. The lair 
was no new law ; it was only a declaration of what the law 
bad been, and was, previous to its being paflfed. The law was 
difputed ; the true conftttutional conne6Uon between both 
countries controverted or denied ; Great Britain was there* 
fore called upon to make a declarative aflertion of its antient 
indubitable claim, which was the fupremacy of its legifla« 
ture, and the dependency and civil fubordination of our colo- 
nies.-— His Lordfhip adding, if any fuch propofition as thae 
before the Houfe fhould become necefTary, now was not thtf 
proper time, the 2d of February being appointed a day of 
general inquiry, he fhould therefore put a negative upon tho 
motion as premature, by moving the previous queftion. 

Lord North faid, he was for the previous queftton for 
feveral reafons. His Lordfhip obferved, that the motion nou^ 
moved by the honourable gentleman went only to a repeal of 
ail the laws pafTed refpe£i:ing America fince 1763. Wby 
confine it to fo ihort a period ? Why does not the honourable 
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]gendeinan'8 motion go back to 1662? Whv does it not go to 
the repeal of the Navigation AQy the Poft-Office Ad, the 
Slitting-mill and Hat-nianufa£^orv Ads, the AA for reftnda* 
ing the paper-currency of the colonies, and to fome others of 
a like fort, which aucfrt, as ftrongly and as roundly as any 
fubfequent law, the fupreme power of this country, *^ to 
bind America in all, cafes whatfoever," and our power to tax 
them, at lead fo far as may be neceflary to the regulation of 
their commerce, and the fecuring to us the monopoly of their 
trade. I can aflure the honourable gentleman that he is 
millaken, if he thinks a partial repeal will content America : 
the Navigation, and every other reftridive ad, muft iirft give 
way to their unreafoiiable demands ; and, with them, the fo* 
vereignty of this country. He faid, the motion was unfea- 
fonable and ill timed, nor would he ever confent to a fimilar 
one, if (here were not ftrong reafons to believe that a repeal 
of thofe taws were the only impediment which ftood in the 
way of a return of our colonies to their antient ftate of con* 
ftitutional obedience and dependency. His Lordfhip ao- 
fwered Mr. Wilkes, relative to his long diftindions on Whig 
and Tory principles. He denied, that James the Second's 
condud was juftified on Tory principles. The moderate 
Tories were lovers of law and legal liberty ; they proved it ; 
for when that infatuated monarch endeavoured to trample on 
the laws of the land they deferted him. — That prince, hav- 
ing broken the laws, juitly forfeited his crown. He replied to 
fome other parts of Mr. Wilkes's fpeech, and afked him if he 
had not one tear to ihed for that ill-fated General, Mr. Bur- 
goyne? His LordOiip begged, however, before hefatdowH) 
not to be underftotxi that no motion of conceffion, on fimilar 
ground to that now before the Houfe, could be made with 
propriety at any future period. — He meant no fuch thing j 
propofitions for treaty and conciliation might become necef- 
fary. The moment for making of them would depend upon 
circumftances ; thofe circumftances mud arife out of the ftate 
of the war ; from domeftic fituation ; from the difpofition of 
both countries. — That moment was not yet arrived ; when 
it (hould, it would come accompanied by its own reafons ; it 
would prefent irfelf in a different form from the prefent.i^— 
When it did arrive, he fliould moft cheerfully co-operate in 
the defirable work of peace. — On thefe grounds he muft» 
however, for the prefent, vote for the negative propofed by 
his noble friend. 

Mr. 



A. 1777. DEBATES. 145 

Mr. iVtlkis replied, with fome warmth, upon the fubjexa of 
toryifm ; faid, he detefted the memory of that weak tyrant^ 
James the Second, and the whole Stuart race. He faid, by 
agreeing with the prefent motion, we fliould lofe nothing ; 
for he was certain, from the beginning, that the conq left of 
America was totally impradlicable ; but in the prefent defpe- 
rate fituation of public affairs in that country, it was not 
weaknefs or abfurdity, it was madnefs in the extreme, to en- 
Certain a (ingle expedbtion of fiiccefs. 

Lord North replied, he did not yet defpair of gaining Am?- 
rica J and hoped to be in force, or have fuch a force, in the 
courfe of the enfuing campaign, as would enable us both to 
offer terms with d'gnity, and enforce an acceptance, (hould 
America refufe to liften to reafonabie terms of accommcda- 
tion, with fuccefs. He again repeated, that thp motion was 
unfeafonable 5 and recommended to the Houfe to fufpend their 
judgment, till the whole of the prefent campaign was ended, 
and that we had proper and authentic information to proceed 
upon. 

Honourable Temple Luttrell^ after affigtiing his reafons 
for voting in favour of the motion made by Mr. Alderman 
Wilkes, immediately to abrogate the declaratory law, and all 
other oppreflive acts againft America fince 1763, took no- 
tice of the amity which has this fei&on been exhibited in fuch 
lively colours, when either of the two noble Lords at the head 
of adminiftration has flood up to explain the condu£l of his 
colleague; he compared their cordial affection to that of 
Pylades and Orefles of old ; or rather imagined it might, in 
the end, match the fable of the twin- brothers of antiquity, 
Caflor and Pollux ; one of whom was doomed to fet in utter 
darknefs before the other could rife to the afcendant, and fhine 
forth with celeftial majefty and fplcndour: 

Much has been faid upon the employing of favage Indians 
in the prefent unhappy conieft ; and very oppo Ue ideas on 
that fubjeS have arifen among gentlemen of exalted charac- 
ter in either Houfe of Parliament. That every excefs and 
violence is juflifiable in carrying on a war, I ran never ad- 
mit; it is contrary to the maxims of the founded writers on 
war and peace; contrary to the principles and practice cf 
the moft renov^ned an^l eiiterprizin^ commanders throughout 
all ages of rhe world. What drfper^te cxtirpptor of the hu- 
man race, fince tne d^ys of Hercul.s and Thefijus, has waged 
war with the dead ? or ficad the (kin from the teirpbs cf 
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innocent women and children ? or ripped open dieir bodies to 
banquet on their entrails ? Such ads of brutal ferocity ha?e 
been refcrved for the allies of modern Englifhmen and ChriCn 
^ansy againft their felIow-fubje£b on the other fide of tht 
Atlantic ocean. Recoiled, Sir, one of the greateft generab 
that ever lived, nobly refufed to avail himfelf of the treachery 
of die King of Epirus's phyfician, though he might thereby 
have taken off the moft powerful enemy his country had ever 
contended with. And the following obfervation or that ilhtf- 
irious diflator, Camillus, is given us by a celebrated Greek 
biftorian, who with Juft and animated encomiums has re- 
corded his fplendid feries of viflories and public triumphs. 
<* War, fays Camillus, is at beft of a favage nature, and 
• wades through feas of violence and blood ; yet, even war bat 
its laws, from which men of honour and true martial gallan- 
try will never depart j nor will they purfue the padis of con* 
queft through deeds of horror or pemdioufnefs.'' I confieis it 
is difficult, perhaps impoffible, to draw a precife line how far 
certain inftruments or modes of war are, in the general aocep* 
tation of the term, allowable. In every conteft much muft 
depend upon the nature, circumftances, and objed of the 

JuarreK Sir, if a band of ruffians (hould break open your 
welling-houfe, with intent to fteal your effeds, perhaps de- 
{irive you of life, and you could arreft their purpc^e by 
tempting them with a deadly chalice in their way, would you, 
even upon the ftrideft rules of Chciftianity, fcruple to avail 
yourfelf of fuch preventive artifice i But, were you called 
upon to ftake your life againft an adverfary for mere noatter 
of punSilio, do you not conceive, that the (ame fpirit and 
principle of honour which urged you forth into the field of 
tombat, would reftrain you from the plots of a dark af&ffin^ 
and caufe the feelings of your foul to revolt againft any via- 
diAive barbarity ? We, Sir, avowedly fieht againft equity 
and truth. We, Sir,' avowedly fight for &lfe dignity, and a 
mere feather. The colonifts wage defenfive war againft the 
invaders of their country ; againft the violaters of their un- 
doubted conftitutional rights; they fight pro arts bf fids. 
The Indian iavage oppofed to the German favage, the en- 
Vienomed arrow or poifoned fprings, might in them be deemed 
juftifiable expedients for felf-prefervation, that paramount 
law of nature. But the honourable member who made the 
motion before you, has proved, that the Congrds attempted 
only to negotiate a neutrality with the Indians. Sir, thef 
Congrefs abhorred the thought of thofe lavages being made 
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parties in our unhappy dispute* How then are thefe fan* 
guinary proclamations iflued in Canada, and the uk of the to-* 
ihahawk and the fcalping-knife, which indifcriminately but- 
cher the innocent with the guilty, (fparing neither age nor 
fcx,) to be juftified before God or man ? Thefe excruciating 
Inftruments vie with the wheel for fuch lingering tortures as 
ihe milder laws of tender-hearted Englifhmen have hitherto 
always confidered as too horrible for the guilt even of our 
moft atrocious convifts - b eyond the crimes of a Gardell 
or John the Painter. What can be faid. Sir, to extenuate 
the guilt of the minifters £u:ing me; who, viewing the 
dreadful efieAs of their tyrannical and oppreffive mandates 
through the peribedive of Aeif political fyftems, were deter- 
mined neverthelefs to plunge Aeir country in ^1 this mifery, 
and fiill madly perfevere, without deigaing to hold fonh to 
the much injured coloniflS) any explicit and rational conditions 
of peace. 

With permiffion of the Hpufe^ I will now fay a. few words 
as to the employing of Induin lavages durine the laft war 
with France, and ihall fbte pofitive h&s omy, leaving aU 
moral comments thereupon to the reflexions of thofe who 
hear me. 

So long ago as 17259 the French ihftigated the Canada 
Indjans, and thofe of the eaflem provinces in general, to 
murder and fcal{^ the Britiih fetders in New England. One 
Father Ralle, and other bigotted Popilh miffionaries, were 
fburtd among the leaders of mefe inhuman tribes r and France 
confhmtly fupplied them with arms and ammunition. In 
1754, previous to the breaking out of the war, the Indians 
of the Delaware were ihftigatdl bv die French to commit a 
variety of barbarities. They deftroyed, at one time, a 
whole fettlement of Moravians, who &id, ^^' they trufted to 
the Lamb of God ;" and with the true patience and fubmif- 
fion of lambs, were mercilefsly butchered, after their women 
and infants had been fcalped before their eyes. Inconfe- 
quence of the unfortuifiite cataftrophe of General Braddoclc, 
in the fummer of 1755, many of our people were flaughcered 
by the French Indians. The year following, on the taking 
of Ofwego by the French, our fick and woiuided foldiers, 
while they lay in the hofpitals, were likewife flain or fcalped. 
Some months after which, fubfequendy to the capituhtion pf 
Fort Winiam-Henry, the troops of that garrifon, who had 
laid down their arms, underwent a like unhappy fat^. Sir, 
the inhab&nu of Briciih America, coafiderixig that nothing 
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was more juft than that the necis artifices (hould perifh by their 
own expedients, did, very (hortly after Braddock's defeat, in 
the Maflachufetts Bay and colony of Virginia, by authority 
of Provincial aflemblies, enter into an alliance with many of 
the Indian chieftains, endeavouring to gain over, by treaties 
and prefents, their old allies, the Six Nations. Sir Wjlliam 
Johnfon * was the j)rincipal manager and negotiator on thofe 
fervices. Before this flep of retaliation was acceded to by 
the BritiQi provinces in general, feveral Indian ^achems had 
fairly reprefented that, unlefs the Englifli colonies would em- 
ploy them, and afford proper fupport, they muft neceilkrily 
unite tbemfelves with the enemy. The colony of Mafla- 
chufetts Bay then offered a premium of 50 1. currency for every 
male Indian above 12 years old, belonging to France, taken 
prifoner, and 40 1. for every fcalp. The Virginia colony 
gave fimilar rewards; fo that all this work of blood was begun 
(though perhaps in fuch a cafe indifpenfably necefTary on our 
part) before a noble Earl in the other Houfe of Parliament 
came into office; for he \ya's firft appointed fecretary of ftate 
in December 1756; and the continental war of America 
againft France in its outfet, whether right or wrong, with all 
the Indian mafTacres attending it,' can no more be laid at bis 
door than the continental war of Germany. He found both 
were too far advanced for him to have undertaken an entire 
alteration of their plans or operations. 

But, Sir, that he was ever forward to correal, fo far as i^ 
him lay, the brutal outrages of this cruel mode of war, many 
convincing proofs can be given. I fhall now only inftance a 
letter (inferted in the London Gazette) bearing date Sep- 
tember 8ch, 1760, and Tent by Sir Jeffrey Amherfl to Mr. 
Secretary Pitt, on the furrender of iVIontreal : it does ho- 
nour to the humanity both of that great commander, and the 
minifter to whom the letter was a'ldrefled. The General 
fays, that ** through Sir William Johnfon's care to keep the 
Indians within humane bounds, he had the pleafure to inform 

♦ He had refided for many years, previous to the war, on 
the banks of the Mohawk-river, and traded extenfively with 
the Indians. He was much efteemed by them ; fpoke their 
various languages fluently, and was the only man on that con- 
tinent, whether Chriftian or favage, who could keep their 
cruelty within bounds. His amiable condutSl at the redudlion 
of Canada, under the aufpices of the then minifter. Lord 
Chatham, defervts the warmeft commendation. 

him, 
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him J that, fince the Britifti troops under his command hai 
been in the enemy's country, not a peafant,. woman, or child, 
had been hurt, nor a fingle habitation burnt," 

Thus much I have judged it proper to fay, in juftice to the 
ableft ftatefman, and trueft patriot, that this nation — peihaps 
any other on the face of the globe — wa*; ever blefl'ed,with. 
The praife of fo inconfiderable a perfon as myfelf can add 
but little to his fame ; yet I may congratulate Parliament, 
and the whole empire, that his mind, at an advanced age, flill 
retains its fuper ior fpirit and vigour ; and that, after many 
painful ftruggles with bodily infirmities, he feems to have 
been miraculoufly fnatched out of the jaws of death by an all- 
merciful Providence, for a no Icfs glorious purpofe than to 
fave his country a fecond time from foul difgrace and the 
brink of perdition. The fuperintending genius of this one 
man, and an immediate repeal of all your injurious American 
ads fince 1763, may poiTibly yet reitore to us the thirteen 
revolted provinces ; and when we (hall be again united in 
amity, I would recommend a votive column to be ere6led in 
each province, of fimilar import to that which the Roman 
fenate, apprehcnfive for the liberties of the commonwealth 
from a ftanding army, caufed to be placed pn the boundaries 
of Italy, towards Cifalpine Gaul ; and which remains to this 
our day in the road leading from Rimini jto Cefina : it con- 
figns to the infernal deities, as guihy of inexpiable facrilege 
and parricide, whatfoever citizen of Rome fliould with a mi- 
litary force crofs the Rubicon. 

What fecurity have we now in thefe iflands Ifetter than 
the kind aflurances of the Houfe of Bourbon ? Nine-tenths 
of your army, and near half your fleet, are many thoufand 
miles diftant. The Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty 
have repeatedly thought fit, both in this Houfe, and in ano- 
ther Houfe of Parliament, to ftate the royal navy for the pro- 
teftion of Great Britain and Ireland to be actually manned 
with near 33,000 feamen and marines. A noble Earl, who 
prefides at the Admiralty board, affirmed in public that 7^ 
(hips of the line of battle, out of the 43 now in commiffion, 
are (without making over any frefli hands) as well equipped 
and manned for adion as any 35 fhips whatever fent out of 
your ports during the laft war. On the other hand, I pledged 
myfelf to Parliament that this was a daring and dangerous 
irhpofition ; I defied the Commiflioners of the Admiralty to 
give in the names of 20 fail of the line out of the whole 
nuinber commiffioned, that have in fa£t their proper war- 
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complement aboard. At length, I have been fo fiortunate at 
to obtain from government the onlv clear and fit vouchers for 
the real ftrengm of your ihips of war; and after accurately 
examining the feveral weekly accounts brought to your taUe 
(which I prefume, too, are fcarcely made out to difparag^ the? 
fervice) I find that all the feamen now aboard your fleet 
within the home feas, which fleet confifts of 105 fail (royal 
yachts, &c. included), would be little more than fiifficient to 
complete the war-complements of the 43 capital (hips of war 
fitting out. Where then would be your frigates for the pro« 
teSion of your trade ? I have in my hand a corred lift of the 
beft manned fliips among them, confifting of twelve men of 
war of 74 guns, fix of 64 guns, and two of 90 guns ; and 
thefe twenty feled (hips, of which fome are upon cruizes in 
the channel (if I allow for a trifling furplus aboard the Afia 
and Bedford) want about a thoufand mariners to complete 
their war eftabliihment. The reft of the line of battle ihipf 
employed are infinitely more reduced in numbers. Buty Sir^ 
a thorough inveftigation of this important fubje£t, and a ttrvEt 
inquiry mto the expenditure of the many millions granted 
by Parliament for ordinary charges of the navy, extraordi* 
narv eftimates, wages at 4I. per month each man, &c. &c* , 
will, I truft, be thought to merit the ferious attention of the 
independent country gentlemen in this Houfe at fome future 
day. 

[Here Mr, Luttrell handed over to the Speaker's table the 
lift of 20 Ihips of the line, which came (according to the 
official papers fi-om the Admiralty) the neareft to a war- 
complement of feamen. ] 

Sir, as I would wi(b on all occafions, in my public capa* 
city, to render a juft tribute to public defer^ I muft once 
again touch upon the article of Scotch cannon. I havei 
within thefe few days, made a particular inquiry into the ftate 
and management of the Carron foundry; and I find that 
the very induftrious and refpei^ble gentlemen who prefide 
over it have derived, from the accidents and lofles I formerly 
mentioned in the Houfe, the great advantage of being led into 
a thorough inveftigation of the nature of the metal of which 
thefe guns are compofed; fo that their caft iron is now ren- 
dered of a very fuperior temper and quality; and their im- 
proved procefs has, by recent experiments at Woolwich and 
elfewhere^ fo far anfwered their moft fanguine hopes, that 
they come up (I am told) to the Spanifli proof, which is the 
higheft proof we know of in the univerfe for iron ordnance. 

Sir, 
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Sir, whenever die Firft Lord of die Admiralty (haH, in his 
public charaSer, become (like the Scotch cannon) diametri- 
cally the reverfe of what he has hitherto been, no man here 
will, with more fincere pleafure^ rife up as a member of par* 
liament to give him ample commendation, than I Ihall do. 
i obferve it is already fettled by the minifters, and of courfe 

Sa large majority of this Houfe, to adjourn till after the 
iriftmas holidays, fo late as to the aoth of January. We 
have, I find, no hopes whatever of effe^ng any good purpofe 
by continuing to fit; and this adjournment may therefore be 
highly proper, as it will at leaft binder Parliament from doing 
any more mifchief for thefe fix weeks. Let me remark to the 

gindemen on the other fide of the floor, that it will become 
em not to fpend the approaching feafon in gambols or ca«* 
roufing, but rather to refled upon the direful confequences of 
their unconftitudonal, oppreffive, and fanguinary councils 1 
and, reviewing their own gasettes, to weep over thofe gallant 
fpirits, who, under General Howe and General Burgoyne, have 
been fiicrificed to unparalleled folly and thirft of power. I can 
tell diofe obftinate minifters that a whole Adandc of tears 
would fcarce fuffice to expunge the ftain of their crimes from 
the annals of die Englifli hiftory. 

Mr. Fdx. The noble Lora in the blue ribbon has difco* 
vered the prettieft method imaginable to recover America. It 
is, I n\uft confe6, a new way; but what of that? it is a 
forcible, and for that reafon a (uccefsful way. How does his 
Lordfliip mean to treat ? Whv, we have been beaten pretty 
tolerably. One general and nis army are loft, the odier is 
furrounded and in danger; when the other fliall be loft, then 
will be die dme to treat. We have been unfuccebfiil almoft 
in eytiy thing ; but it feems, by die noble Lord's new logic, 
we have not yet been unfuccefsml eiwugh. He was very fe- 
vere on his Lordfliip's want of candour, and his eternally 
fliifting his ground, fo as never to permit himfelf to be tied 
down to any engagement. If treaty is fpoken of, his Lord- 
fliip wifhes for it, and die end propofed bv it; if war is 
(p6ktn of, his Lordfliip promifes fucceft : in wort, whether it 
be conqueft, unconditional fubmiffion, treaty, conciliation, 
taacation, foverei^nty, or treating with rebels with arms in 
their hands,* he is for every one of them, and for none of 
them, but that which immediatdy anfwers the temporary 
purpofes of debate ; that of voting in a majoritv ; of keroing 
bis place by kec^ng his friends togedier i or urging the violent, 

L4 foftening 



152 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1777* 

foftening his antagonifts, and meeting exa<S1y the ideas of the 
moderate. 

He diflFered, he faid, from the honourable gentleman who 
made the motioa in his cenfure of the declaratory aft. It 
was mcft certainly a wife and neceflary meafure at the time. 
It would ftill have continued fo, if it had not been followed 
by an aS for levying certain duties in America, for the pur- 
pofe of raifing a revenue, contrary to the good faith of this 
country, and the profeffed underftanding of both countries. 
An opportunity, however, prefented itfelf, within a few years 
after, for rectifying that blunder; but the noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon, that being the -firft year of his adminiflration, 
ftrongly refifted the propofition of. a total repeal, and was, in 
a great meafure, refponfible for all the confecfuences which 
have fince happened. He was ready to acknowledge, that 
the fituation of both countries had undergone a very great 
alteration fince the pafling of the declaratory law; and that, 
probably, in cafe of a future treaty^ it muft be abandoned; 
but he could never agree wiih the honourable gentleman, 
that the law was tyrannous and unjuft ; that it was the grand 
fource of our prefent troubles ; or that, in the prtfent ftate of 
things, it would be prudent to begin with a repeal of it. 
It might be neceflary to repeal it; but the whole fubjeA 
ought to be confidered in one view, and a proper attention 
paid to what we were likely to gain, as well as what might be 
proper to relinquifh. 

Mr. Cruger, I am glad to find, from the arguments 
which have fallen from gentlemen on both fides of the Houfe 
this day, that the expectation and confidence of repreffing 
the refiftance of North America by force of arms are gra- 
dually decreafing ; and, from the language of the minifter 
himfelf, we may difcover a difpofilion for peace. Adverfity 
may have taught adminiftration wifdom. It is unfortunate 
for the nation, however, that their knowledge has been pur- 
chafed at io dear a rate. Had the fame temper and fpirit 
which. now prevail diredted their counfels in an earlier ffage 
of the controverfy, it might have been long ago amicably 
fettled: but the voice of peace was loft in the delufive projects 
of inftantly reducing the colonifts to " unconditional fob- 
roiffion." Their fupplicationsvvere fruitlefs ; an attention 
to their complaints was deemed derogatory to your dignity. 

When I had the fatisfadlion of prefen ing a petition from 
the afTembly of New York (a mode of application pointed 

cut 
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out and encouraged by miniflry] unfortunately for this nation, 
though it contained the moft explicit acknowledgment of the 
fupremacy, the favourable moment for treaty was negle^lcd: 
for by ufing with contempt the only legiflative body who had 
ventured to addrefs this Houfe for rehef in a " conftitutional 
manner," you drove your friends to defpair, and expofed them 
to the derifion of the neighbouring colonies. But your armies 
were then entire, and deemed irrefiftible. The prediSions of 
gentlemen on this fide the Houfe were defpifed, and the pride 
of conqueft preferred to the humanity of reconciliation. The 
event, however, has given you melancholy proofs of your 
error. You have had the Americans united againft you as one 
determined body, convinced that their liberties were not to be 
obtained by petition but by the fword. Your military opera* 
tions againft them have had no other eflfedl than to weaken 
yourfelves, to teach them how to war, and to render their 
union more perfeA. 

I am forry that wc "have this day an opportunity of deriving 
arguments againft coercive meafures from the diflionour lately 
incurred by the Britifh arms, and the ineftedual fufFerings 
and wafte of the blood and lives of men whofe courage and 
capacity merited a better caufe. Would it not have been wifer 
to have recovered their former affedion, by removing their 
apprehenfions of danger to their deareft rights ? A repeal of 
the z& againft which they complain would have tended to this 
purpofe ; but, alas ! a different path has been purfued, everjr 
ftep of which has been marked with blood and difgrace, and 
carried us further from every hope of fuccefs. What greater 
folly could there be than to exped: to force a people into a 
friendly union with you, to cntruft their rights once more into 
you^hands, and fubmit their property and lives to your govern- 
ment, by defolating their country and fpreading famine and 
death over their land! — And, Sir, what are the laurels which 
you have acquired in this deftru£live warfare? You have fub- 
dued— not their armies, but the fmall remains of their affec- 
tion to this country, their reverence for its laws, and confidence 
in its gcnerofity. 

But admitting, Sir, that your arms had been attended with 
all the fucctfs which the moft fanguine advocates for war 
have flattered us with; had the Americans been difpofed, 
from their defeats and fufferings, to fue for peace, what door 
of refuge has been opened to them ? What explicit terms 
have been propofed to them ? What fecurity that they (hould 
not be treated (innocent and guilty] as a conquered people, 

and 
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and fubjed to whatever yoke their haughty viAon might ham 
been (rieafed to impofe on them I 

Sir, it was madnefs to exped that men who bad taken up 
arms in defence of their liberty, fliould eafily be induced to 
throw them down and fubmit to their conquerors, efpeciallj 
when thev had fo little to hope and fo much to fear* 

Was the treatment of thofe who did put themfidves uiidcr 
your protection any encouragement to others to imitate ihdr 
example ? I cannot find that the citizens of New Yorky te 
their fingular loyalty, have yet been rewarded with the ad- 
vantages of civil government, or a reftoration of dieir ooib- 
merce. No : nothing lefs than implicit obedience hat been 
cxpeded ! They have had no favour held out to them, bmt 
die oath of allegiance i no provifion for the fecurity of dMir 
rights i no folid bafis for a fettlement of the diijpute. 

From fuch condud, Sir, what evidence could the other co- 
lonies deduce of your lenity, or difpofition favourable to.thrir 
liberties ? By embracing your caule they txpott themlidvei 
to die vengeance of the Con^reft, to have dieir properdea lb* 
queftered, and their perfons imprifoned* And, in letnn fir 
ttieir allegiance, what have diey obtained ? They may iadaed 
have the great happineft to rely on the geaerdity of their 
coMuerors, and be content with fuch a ccmftitutioa and fuch 
portiona of liberty as you may hereafbr be plcafed to deal 
unto them. 

Good God! Sir, can it be expe£ted that men with arms in 
dieir hands, irriuted by repeated provocations, and flufhed 
with fuccefs, will furrender to you on fiich conditions ? It it 
die grofieft folly to imagine it. Chanee then your fyftem } 
ftverfe thofe abturd and perniciotts meatares ; for, if the coi^ 
dence and affedion which we have loft are vet to be regained^ 
it can only be by giving them the moft unoeniable proob diat 
you wi(h not to oppreft them i diat you are williiig to remove 
everjr ground of complaint, and to afibrd them the ampleft 
fecurity for their privileges in future. 

3ir, I can perceive no method fo conducive to this end 
as that propofc^ by the honourable gendeman who nude die 
motion, and has Supported it with fuch force and corrcAneft 
of reafoning, and good humour and Attic wit : the argu* 
ments which be has juft advanced muft convince every candid 
mind of the inexpediency and oppreffive nature of the laws ui 
difpute. 

I wave all queftions of your authority and right. Peace 
ought now to be our obje£i| and it is a fufficicnt reafon for aa 
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immediate rq)eal, tbat thofe obocndbiit a£U are an infiir* 
mountable bar to reconciliatioDf and have loft jou the hearts 
of three millioni of fufajeds. While they continue in force^ 
you have to combat all America in union againft you. ' 

Sir, from my connexions in Aqserica I mive had an oppor* 
tunity of colleding the-fentiments of men of all orders and 
parties, and have reafon to believe, that independency is not 
yet the great objed of the majority of the pec^le } but a rooted 
and unconquerable averiion to ttx>le impditic afis prevail in 
every mind. Can there then remain a doubt which to prefer? 
To carry on a war, which has hitherto promifed you no fuc* 
ceft, with the principles and fpirit of the people invincibly 
qqpofed to you s or to appeafe dieir jealoufies, and cultivate a 
return of tlieir friendihip r 

I eameftlv ynth to impofe this important diftin^on on dit 
minds of all who hear me. If vour arms are unfuccefifiil, 
difizrace and ruin are inevitable ; but a generous, though inef« 
fe&ual attention to the comfdaints of an injured people, is ever 
honourable. You have made a fiili trial of the one, and fatally 
experienced its futilitjf. Make then an experiment of the 
other while it yet remains in your power. Sacrifice to peace! 
not die blood and treafure of this kingdom ; not the lives and 
happinefe of our feUow fubjefis in America; but a train of 
aAs and meafures, which have been barren and inefficacious, 
or produ£tive only of mifery and difgrace. 

The jtttmiiy^Gerural [Mr. Thurlow] threw the whole 
blame of the war upon thc& minifters who repealed the ftamp 
2£t i and if the great minifler bad continued at the helm who 
planned tbat a£t, his firmnefs and wiidom would have infured 
obedience without bloodfhed } but as the Americans had denied 
the fupremacy of this legiflature, and had recourfe to arms, 
arms could alone decide it now; and the moft vigorous exer« 
tions were neceiTary. 

Sir WiUiam MereMtb replied, that whatever exertions were 
neceflary, this day could not be a fit time to determine upon 
the force tbat was necef&ry to carry on the war. When we 
found, by experience, that fifty-five thouland men and one 
hundred (hips of war were inadequate, were we now to affed 
an impotent parade of carrying on this war with a diminu- 
tion of ten thoufand of the bravefl and beft difciplined of 
our troops, commanded by a eeneral at accomidiihed in his 
own profeffion as admired in me fenate, beloved and revered 
in private life^ and who had done all that courage^ abilities, 
and diligence could doj to have brought his campaign to a 

better 
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better ifiiie. No part of our diftrefTes could be imputed to 
General Burgoyne. 

As to the effcds of the (lamp a£^, be himfelf (in con- 
jun£^ion with Sir George Savile) had conduced the inquiry 
that led to the repeal. He appealed to (hat honourable gende- 
gnao and others, whether, if that meafure had been perfifted 
in* America would then have refifted ? She certainly wouM ; 
ihe was prepared, armed, and determined. The repeal pro- 
cured the blefled effect of peace, and in that happy ftate we 
night have continued long, if the government of this coun- 
try would have refrained from their idle fpeculations and 
definitions of fupremacy which have brought on this fatal war; 
fupreme power can neither be defined, nor limited, nor ex- 
tended by argument and by aflertions ; it confifts not in fpe- 
culatton, but in adion ; events alone require the exercife of 
It. No man can deny in theory the fupreme, unlimited power 
of the Britiih legiflature ; but the execution of that power is 
a truft delegated by the people, and to be guided by principles 
of liberty and juftice, not only for the people at large, but 
to have refpc£t to the rights of every individual intrufted to 
our care. 

Mr. Adam made fome fevere reftriflions on Sir William 
Meredith for deferting his principles, and his friends the 
minifters, in the hour of their difmay. 

Sir William Meredith replied, that inftead of deferting his 
principles he adhered to them. That he had oppofed the de- 
claratory a£t, though brought in by the minifter under whom 
be held an honourable and agreeable employment. 

That he had never voted for any one meafurc that tended 
to create or fupport this war. 

That at the beginning of this unhappy bufmefs he defired to 
refign. 

That he did not quit the minifters in their hour of difmay^ 
but in their moment of triumph, for he refigned on the noti- 
fication of the laft fuccefsful accounts from America. 

The previous queftion was put, and carried by a great 
majority. 

Lord Beauchamp then made a motion, that the Houfe 
(hould adjourn till the 20th of January, His reafons for 
the adjournment, he faid, were principally thefe — the fup- 
plies were voted, the uftial biilinefs before the Chriftmas 
recefs gone through, and however fome people might expa«. 
tiate or enhance the misfortune of the Canada expedition^ 
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he faw no bufinefs of moment that called the attention of 
Parliament ; and his great reafon for wiihing to have it ad- 
journed was this, that as a general inquiry was appointed, 
time ought to be given for the men in adminiftration to pre- 
pare. 

His I^ordfliip was feconded by Earl NugenU who fupported 
the propriety of the motion, and emphatically afked, what 
fliould we do here, when probably it would not be one day in 
ten that members fufficient to conftitute a Houfe would at- 
tend ; and it would not be infifted, he prefumed, that matters 
of the mod: fmgular importance, matters, he was free to lay, 
on which the deareft interefts, nay, the very exiftence of the 
nation depended^ were proper to be difcuiTed in a thin Houfe: 
nay, the fad was, that Parliament had nothing to deliberate 
upon, till accounts of importance {hould be firft received from 
America. 

Mr. T. Townjhend objeSed very ftrongJy to the motion ; 
faid, an adjournment of fix weeks, in fo critical a fituation of 
affairs, would, in his opinion, be a very improper and ha- 
zardous meafure, and which minifters ought to venture oa 
with caution. He thought the adjournment ought to be as 
fhort as poffible, even from day to day. It was indeed mat- 
ter of aftoniOxment, that any one who had the honour of 
his Majcfty's confidence, dared advife fuch a meafure. He 
was very ftrong againft adminiftration, and hoped, he faid, 
that the neceflity of keeping the members in town would ap- 
pear fo urgent at the prefent crifis, that even the miuifter's 
mpft fteady and approved friends would defert him on the 
prefent occafion : he owned, that this motion, daring and ab- 
furd as it appeared, in fuch a feafon of national calamity, 
was neverthelefs not unaccompanied with a circumH-ance 
which ought to give pleafure to every real friend of his 
country*; it portends, the falling of the curtain, the exit of 
thofe weak, obilinate, and improvident minifters, who have 
driven this country into its prefent diftref^ful fituation. Mi- 
nifters are not able longer to face their adverfaries in Parlia- 
ment. They fly from public obfervation and inquiry, 
and brood over their approaching difgr^ce in a kind of poli- 
^tical defpair : they tremble for confcquences, they have 
neither the ability to provide againlt, nor the fortitude to 
meet. 

Sir George Savile faid, that for his part, he (hould be 
aftiamed to face his conftituents, if he had given ^ vote 
for neglecting his and their interefts at fo momentous a pe- 
.^ . ■ riod. 
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riod, when the very exiftence perhaps of the empire was it 
ftake. 

Lord Beaucbamp replied ihordy ; (aid, that aQ the neceC^ 
fiuy bufinefi of the Hotife was finilhed; that nothing ccmld 
pebbly happen during the recefs, of fuch a temporary and 
tmergent nature as could call for the inftant advice or Fbr- 
liament. The worft or bcft diat could happen was provided 
agidnfti and no new meafiire of importence^ it was well 
known, could be adopted without the concurrence of Parlia* 



Mr. dvmtry oppofed the motion warmly. He contended 
there was no inftance of fuch a proceedings taking in dl the 
circumftances, in the records (^ Parliament. In a time of 
war, of the inoft lamentable fpecies of war, a civil war; a 
thrtttened rupture with our powerful and united ehenues, 
every branch of the houfe of Bourbon, to meet on die aodi elf 
>^ovember, and adjourn the loth of December for fix weeks. 
He did not wifli to embarrafs adminiftration at this time; he 
wilhed rather to (inooth the rugged paths government were 
obliged to pafs over ; but moft certainly, if fome very cogent 
reafon was not advanced in fupport of the motion of a^oum- 
ment, or precedent quoted to iuftify it, he ihould give it Us 
hearty n<ngative ; if there fliould, he was ready to give it tSk 
hearty aflent. 

Lord JU^HMti 9f ScotUnd fupported the motion on die fid- 
lowing ground, that it would be highly improper, to enter 
at tbb particular time, into any inquiry relative to the con^ 
duft of the King's fervants; becaufe, fuch an inquiry wouM 
involve in it, that of our officers and commanders abroad, in 
their abfence, and while their dut^ required their attoid* 
ance in another place; while, in fa^ they were engaged in 
die very fervice for which they were to be cenfurnl. If 
fuch an inquiry fliould at any future time appear neceffiury, 
it ihould be a previous condition, that die officers whtik 
condud was involved in that of minifters, fliould be prefen^ 
not only to inform Parliament^ but, if circumftances caUed 
for it, to anfwer for, and Juftify themfelves. Nothing lilde 
diis rauld take place, within the fliort period affign^ to the 
recefs. He ihoidd, dierefore, give his vote for the motion of 
adjournment. 

Mr. Burie moved, that the motion be amended by leaving 
out the 20th of January, and inferting inftead thereof, Ae 
words, *< this day fe'nnight." He fpoke ftrongly asainft die 
language held this day by the miaifter. His Lordflitp was 
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determined,, he perceived, to keep his place at all events ; 
whether treaty or v^ar (hould be the determination of that 
Houfe, the noble Lord was prepared. But let the noble Lord 
be ever fo pliant^ how was he fure that America would treat 
with him, or any of his colleagues in office ? He fufpefked, 
though America were^ver fo willing to treat, and the noble 
Lord and his friends ever fo willing to facrifice and give op 
what they called the right and fupreme power of this country, 
no negotiation could poffibly fucceed in their bands. The 
eolonies were fo often deceived, abufed, and trifled with, he 
was certain they would never liften to any proposals of peace, 
conveyed through fuch a channel. He infifted, now was the 
proper time for inquiring, when one army was annihilated, 
another befieged, and our natural and avowed enemy 
[France] negotiating a treaty with our colonies, perhapt 
not negotiating, but even perrefting a treaty by which A me* 
rica will be irrecoverably lofl to tnis country. If this was 
t true ftate of our critical fituation, which he verily be- 
lieved it was I furely it was a proper time for inquiry, not 
for adjournment of fix weeks. He was remarkably fevere 
upon Lord North, and after repeating his former aflertion, 
dwelt upon his Lordfhip's expreffion, mat he meant to make 
propofitipns of peace, and appealed to the good fenfis, experts 
ence, and obfervation of the Houfe, whether it wa& within the 
mofl diftant views of probability to expe£l that he, whofe im* 
pounce, incapacity, obftinacy, or inattention, had been the 
caufe of every meafure, no matter whether it was accommo* 
dation or coercion, was the properjperfon to propofe any fii-^ 
ture meafure leading^ cither way. The plea he contended was 
monftfous, the expe£bition in the higheft degree improbable 
andabfurd! 

Lord N§rtk replied, that he never meant by what he faid 
to negotiate away the right of this country. He appealed 
to the Houfe if his wonis were not, that he thought wt 
mi|d>t have fuch a force in America as would be fufficient to 
en2>)e. us to offer terms to our rebellious fubiefb, confift-* 
ently with our dignity, and with die fovereign and con* 
trolling rights of this country. . He (aid, that every argu-- 
ment offered againft the motion went to prove nothing. 
The campaign was already terminated. France did not 
mdeft us V nor did he believe either France or Spain had 
the leaft intention to moleft us ; but whether they had or 
had not, we were prepared; and would during the recefs as 
much as if Parliament were anally fitting. All the public 
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bufinefs was done ; he meant all that was ufually d»ne in the 
early part of the fefHon. P'or his part, therefore, he could 
not perceive the moft diftant motive for objeding to the 
motion, nor did he hear a iingle ground for the amend- 
ment. If upon a full inquiry after the recefe, meafures of a 
confequential and important nature fhould become ncceBiryf 
the committee for an inquiry into the ftate of the nation, 
fixed for the 2d of February next, would be the proper, 
and only proper place and time, to difcufs and deliberate on 
them. His Lordfhip gave a particular explanation, to what 
had fallen from Mr. Burke, relative to a fuppofed intention 
in him, of negotiating av(^ay the rights of this country, in 
order to keep his place. What he meant was, that he hoped 
the campaign had produced events, which would enable us 
to prepare and enforce a conciliation with the colonies on 
true conftitutional grounds. That he never thought of niak« 
ing any propofitions, till the fate of the prefent campaign 
were known, nor then neither, if it fhould happen during the. 
rccefsj but after the holidays, when the whole of the paft 
military operations, and the intended meafures, could come 
together properly before the Houfe, he would then move the 
Houfe to confidcr of what conceffions might be proper to be 
made the bafis of a treaty, and he trufted yet, their endeavours 
would prove efFedlual, in bringing about a permanent peace 
and union between both countries. 

Mr. i^<jA- controverted almpft every thing offered by ibc 
noble Lord. He infiAed that the houle of Bourbon were 
hoftile; that they only waiied for a favourable opportunity 
to break with us ; and that favourable opportunity, would 
prefent itfelf the very inftant the firft bad news arrived from 
America. He entered into feveral explanations, and feemed^. 
from motives of generous pity, 10 have direded his galling 
attacks againft the great fiuancier, fooner than prefs too clofely 
on the American minifter. He reprobated the plea of the 
noble Lord's offering himfelf to be a negotiator ; being, he 
faid, well convinced, that the Americans would never liflen 
to any treaty coming from his Lord(hip. He was obnoxious 
to them; and if he perfifted to retain his prefent ftation, .as. 
minifter, it would moft certainly prevent every accommodia- 
tion, which came recommended to them, by a man whom they 
fufpe6h;d, detefted, and defpifed. 

The queftion being put a few minutes before ten o'clock 
upon Lord Beauchamp's motion of adjournment, the Houfe 
divided; A)es 155, Noes 68. 

Adjourned to January 20, 1778. 
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166 PARLIAMENTARY A.iyjZ. 



Account of the Savings out of the Grants made by Parliamntfar 
the Pay of his Majejiy^s national Troops^ from the tgtb ef 
September 1775, to the 2C)ih (3^ September 1777. 

Refpits made in the fubfiftence of the aagmentations to the 
following corps, for the year 1775, purfuant to his Majefty't 
warrant, dated the 20th of January 1777. 

ift, Duke of Argyll's firft battalion royals 388 17 it 

Duke of Argyll's fecond battalion royals 388 17 6 

2d, Lieutenant-gen. Sir Char. Montague's foot 388 17 6 

4th, Lieutenant-general Hodgfon's foot 631 7 o 

5th, Lieutenant-general Earl Percy's foot 631 7 O 

6th, Lieutenant-gen. Sir Will. Boothby's foot 631 7 o 

7th, Colonel Richard Prefcot's foot 631 7 o. 

8th, Lieutenant-general Armftrong's foot 631 70 

joth, Lieutenant-general Sandford's foot 6^1 70 

13th, Hon. lieutenant-general Murray's foot 301 17 d 

14th, Lieutenant-general Cunningham's foot 631 7 p 

J 5th, Lieutenant-general Earl of Cavan's foot 631 7 o 

1 6th, Lieutenant-general Gifborne's foot 631. 7 O 

17th, Lieutenant-general Monckton's foot 631 7 O 

2ift, Hon. lieutenant-general Mackay's foot 325 6 % 

22d, Honourable lieutenant-general Gage's foot.63 1 7 o^ 

23d, Hon. lieutenant-gen. Sir Will. Howe's foot 631* 7 O 

25th, Lieutenant-gen. Lord Geo. Lennox's foot 388 17 6 

26:h, Lieutenant-gcn. Lord Adam Gordon's foot 631 7 o. 

27th, Major-general Maffey's foot 631. 7 o 

28th, Major-general Erie's foot 631 7 O 

29th, Lieutenant-general Evelyn's foot 325 6 9 

'31ft, Lieutenant-general Sir James Adolphus 

Oughton's foot J25 6 8t. 

32d, Majoi^general William Amherft's foot 325 6 Si 

33d, Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwallis's foot 155 5 o, 

35th, Lieutenant-general Campbell's foot 631 7 O. 

36th, Lieutenant-general Pierlon's foot 325 6 8 

37th, Lieutenant-general Sir Eyre Coote's foot 63I 7 O 

38th, Major general Pigott's foot . 631 7 q. 

40th, Lietenant-gen. Sir Rob. Hamilton's foot 631 7 6 
41ft) A regiment, and twenty-fix independent 

companies of invalids 6130 7 8 

Carried oyer 2i8j;2 6 6 
Brought 



A. iy7?f D E 3 A T E §. j6f 

£. s. d. 
Brought over 21852 6 6 

j^tAj General Lord John Murr^ty's foot 600 o o 

43d, Honourable lieutenant-general Carey's foot; 631 7 o 

44th, General Abercronjbie's foot 631 70 

45th, Li^tenant-general Haviland's foot 631 70 

46th, Ifonourable nrajor-gen. Vaughao's fort 631; 7 

47th, Lieutenant-gen, Sir Guy Carlcton's fodt 6ji 7 6 

49th, Honourable iieutenant^gen. MaitlandV foot 631 7 b 

52d, . Lieutenant-gen. Sir John Clavering's foot 631 76 

54th, Lieutenant-general Frederick's foot '55 5 P 

5^th, Major-general James Grant's foot ' 631 7 o 

57ih, Lieutenant-general Sir John Irwine's^^ foot 155 5 o 
60th, Lieutenant-general Lord Amherft's foot, 

firft battalion ^ 3S8 17 6 

60th, Ditto, fecofld battalion 388 17 6 

60th, Ditto, third battalion 1500 b 

60th, Ditto, fourth battalion 15CO Q Q 

63d, Lieutenant-general Francis Grant's, fbot 631 70 

64th, Lieutenant-general Pomeroy's foot 631 7 O 

65 th^ Lieutenant-general Urmfton4 foot 631 7 o 

66th, Major-g^eneral Gabbett's foot 325 6 8 

68th, Lieutenant-general Lambton's foot 325 6 8 
6i9tb, Hpnourablclieutenantrgeneral Philip Sher- 

rard's foot 388 17 6 

70th, Lieutenant-general Tcapaud's foot 325 6 8 

3485Q 6 o 
Savings 6n the pay of major- generaj 
Gabbet's regiment of foot, from the 29th 
of September 1775, to the 24th of De- 
cember following, both inclufive. 2607 166 

Savings on the pay of two additional 
companies of lieutenant-^general Urm- 
ftpn's regiment of foot, from the 24th of 
September 1776^ to the 24th of Decern'^ 

bei* following, both inclufive 463 i 4 

Tota.1 37921 3 iQ 

' ' ' ' s 

N; B, Refpits are direfled to be made by his Majefty'si 
warrarit, dated the 5th of January 1778, on the pay of fun* 
dry regiments of fopt in the year 1776, amounting to 27690I. 
which wtU be favings to the public, when the pay warrants 
>re ifTu^d, and the proper acquittances given to the paymafter 

gencraj, M 4 SJa^ 



i68 PARLIAMENTARY A. 177}?; 

Eftahliflment of General and General Staff Officer s^ with their 
refpe&ive ray and Appointments in North America, far the 
Tear 1774. 

PirDientn 
£. s. d. 

General and commander in chief r • 10 o o 

Two aids de camp to ditto, each ids. • i O O 

Secretary to ditto - - - o IQ <^ 

Two brigadiers general, each il. IQS. • 300 

Thr^e majors of brigade, each IDS. - i 10 O 

Deputy quarter-mafter general - r o 10 O 

Two affiftants to ditto, each 5F. - - o 10 O 

Deputy adjutant general - - - o lO O 

Commiffary of the mufters - - o lO O 

Two deputy ditto, each 5s. - r O lO O 

Barrack-mafter general - t - i O O 

Judge advocate - - • O IQ O 

CommiiTary of the ftore$ - - i o O 

Surgeon to the hofpitals - - o 10 O 

Provoft Marflial - - 026 

Commanding Officers at the following Po/ls^ viz. 

Fort George - - - 076 

Niagara - - - - p . 7 6 

Detroit - - - r O 7 6 

Ticonderago • - - -.050 

Ofwegatchie - • - 050 

Michiliimachinac - - • 9 5 O 

Barrack Majters at the following Forts^ viz. • 

Forts George, Miller, and the communication to 

Albany ... . O 4 o 

Niagara, Schlofler, Eric, and the communication 

to Prefqu'Ifle - - - O 4 o 

Communication to Philadelphia * - CT 4 o 

Ticonderago - • - - 040 

Detroit and Michiliimachinac - - 040 

Cumberland and Nova Scotia - - 040 

Chartres Kaikafkia^, Illinois country - . 040 

Ofwegatchie - - - 040 



Total 25 2 o 
N. 6* Like eftabliihment for the year 1775* 

Mjlablijhment 



A. 1778. DEBATES. rtg- 

EJiabtiJhmsnt of General and General Staff-Officers^ and Offiart 
of the Hofpitals^ with their refpeSiive Pay and Appointments in 
North America, yijr the Tear 1776. Per Diem. 

£. s. J. 
General and commander in chief - - JO o o 

Two aids-de-camp to ditto, each los, - -.100^ 
Secretary to ditto - - - - o 10 o 

Six majors general, each 2I. - - 12 o ,0 

Six aids-de-camp to ditto, each IDS. - "300 

Four brigadiers, each il. los. - -600 

Three majors of brigade, each I os# - - i 10 o 

Deputy quarter-matter general - - o 10 a 

Two afliftants to ditto, each 5s. - - o 10 O 

Deputy adjutant-general - - - o 10 o 

Commiffary of the mutters - - - o ,10 o 

Two deputy commiflaries of ditto, each 5s. ' ' - o 10 o 
Barrack matter general - - - i o O 

Judge advocate - - - - o lO o 

Surgeon to the forces - - - o 10 o 

Commiflary of the ftores - - -100 

Provoft marflial - - * o 2 6 

Officers of the Hofpitals. 
Three phyficians, each il. - - - 3 O O 

Two purveyors and clerks, each il. 5s. - - 2 10 o 
Three furgeons, each los. - - - I 10 O 

Four apothecaries, each lOs, - - - 2 o O 

One chaplain - - -*ro68 

Twenty-four mates, each 5s. - • 6 o O 

Two ftore-keepers, each 3s. - . - - 6 O 

Commanding Officers at the following Po/lsy viz. 
Fort George ^- - - -076 

Niagara - - - -076 

Detroit - - - -076 

Ofwegatchie - - - . 5 ij 

Michillimakinac - - -050 

Barrack Majiers at the fallowing FortSj viz. 
FortsGeorge,Miller,and the communication toAlbanyb 4 O 
Niagara, SchlofTer, Eric, and the communication to 

Prefqu'I/le - - - -040 

Communication to Philadelphia - -040. 

Detroit and Michillertiakinac - - - -040 

Cumberland and Nova Scotia - - ^-040 

Chartres Ka(ka(kias, Illinois country - -04a 

Qfwegatchic - r - -040 

Total 58 5 8 



tffp. PARLIAMENTARY A. ijfii 

J^W^ment of General and General Staff^Officert^ omL OficsTM^. , 

cfHofpitali, with their rejpe£live Pay and JppoinpmrUs in 
Norm America and the Weft Indies ^r the Year 1777. 

General and General Staff-Officert. Per Diem^ 

Two generals and commanders in chief, each. lol. 20 o o^ 

Eight aids-Kle-camp to ditto, each los, - - 4 O O. 

it wo fecjretaries to ditto, each los. • « . i O o. 

Eour lieutenant-generals, each 4I. « - 16 Q a 

Jtight aids-de-camp to ditto, each I OS* - -> 4 o O 

$ix major-generals, each 2K - •* - 12 o O 

&x aids-d€-<:amp to ditto, each los* » -* 3 O Q 

Vne major-general in the Weft Indies - • 2 o Oi 

Qne ajd-de-camp to ditto -^ ^^ -^ o 10 o- 

SU brigadiers-general, each il. ids. <• - 9 o Q 

Ten. majors of brigade, each I OS, - •>• 5 O a 

Two quarter-mafters general, each il. - -200. 

Two deputy ditto, eath |0s. - - - i o o. 

l^enaffiftants to ditto, each 5s. - - 2 10 O 

? wo adjutants-general, each 1 1. • - • 2 x>. Oi 

wo deputy ditto, each los* - "^ - I o O 

CoouniiSiry of the mufters - • * o 10 o 

Two deputy ditto, each 5s. p 10 Q 

ijwo judge-advocates general, each los. •» -100 

BfirrsLck-m after general - • •* I O cv 

C.onunifiary of the ftores - • - I o O-- 

Surgeon to the forces . . - o lO o 

Two ptovoft marftxals, each 2S. 6dt • * o 5 a 

One fourier - - - -050 

Five.phyficians, each il, - - ^ 5 O d 

Three purveyors and clerks, each il. 5s. • - 3 15 q. 

S^ven furgeons, each lOs. - - - 3 10 o 

xaght apothecaries, each los. * -40a 

^xty mates, each 5s. - - -* 15 O O- 

Two chaplains, each 6s. 8d. • -r - o 13 4 

l^brec ftore-keepers, each 3s. - --099^ 

Commanding Officers at the following Pojlsj viz* 

EortGeorgc - - • .076 

Niagara - ' - - -076 

Detroit r T - -p O 7 (S 

Ofwegatchie. - • « • p 5 o 

Mjchillimakinac . , - o j o 

Caiiw4 oN^x !>> '^^^ >!^ 



A. 1778- DEBATES.. lyi, 

Barrack Majiers at the following Forts^ viz. 

Per Dim. 
£. s. d. 
Brought over 1,33 19 IP 

Forts George, Miller, and the communication to 

Albany - , - - O 4 O. 

Niagara, Schlofler, Eric, and the communication 

- to Prefqu'lfle ' - - --040 

Communication to PhiladdpKia - - -040 

Detroit and MichiHimakinac ' - --040 

Cumb<:rlaind and NovarScotia - - -040' 

Chartres Kafkafki^s, niinQi^ coyntfy - - 0.4 O. 

Ofwegatchie - - - - Q 4. o 

C9mmi{Iary generalof flores, provifiopS} af)4 f^r<ags 

fi:on^.the. ift of Eebruary 17^7 - 30, o 

128, 7 X0. 

EJiabliJhment ofGineral and Gmirajl StaJ^O^cers^ of H^pttak^ 
with their refpe£Iive Pay and Appointments in North America 
and theWeti Indies /(?V the Tear 1778. 

General and General Staff-Officers, Per Dienu 

Two generals and commanders in chief, each iql. txx O 9 

Eight aids-de-camp to ditto, each I OS, - -40b 

Two fecretaries to ditto, each los. - -100 

Four lieutenant-generals, each 4I. - - 16 o o 

Eight aids-de-camp to dit]to> eacl^ XQS;. -. - 4 o. o 

Si^ major-generals, each 2I. - - ^ la o o 

Six aids-de-cpmp.to ditto, eaqh los, - -30 p 

One maJQr-general in the W^ft Indies -. -206 

One aid-de-camp to ditto -. - -. O lO O 

Six brigadiers general, each il. los, - - 9 O 

Ten majors of brigade, each los, - * " S O 6 

Two qtiarter-mafters general, each il. - , - 2, o o 

Two deputy ditto, each los. - - - i O Q 

Ten afliftants to ditto, each 5s. -. - - 2 10 6 

Two adjutants general, each il. - - -20b 

T\Yo,depwty dittp, each los. - • -100 

Commiflary of the mufters - . - o 10 o 

Two deputy ditto, each 5s. - - - o 10 o 

Two judge advocates general, each I os« -100 

' Barrack-mafter general - - • i o o 
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Per Diem. 


Brought over 


ii'o 





Commiffary of the (lores 


- I 





Surgeon to the forces - « . 


- lO 





Two provoft marfhals, each 2s. 6d. 


- 5 





One fouricr - - 


" ^ 5 





Officers of the Hofpitals^ isTc. 






Five phyficians, each il. 


- 5 





Three purveyors and clerks, each il. 5s. 


- 3 '5 





Stven furgeons, each il. los. 


- 3 10 





Eight apothecaries, each los. 


• 4 





Sxty mates, each 5s. 


- 15 


P 


Two chaplains, each 6s. 8d. 


-. 13 


4 


Three ftorc-keepcrs, each 3s. 


. 9 


a 


Cmman£ng Officers ai the following Pojli 


r, ViZ. 




Fort George -r - ^ 


• 7 


6 


Niagara - -. • - 


- 7 


6 


Detroit - - - 


• 7 


6 


Ofwegatchie - - . - 


• S 





Michillimakinac - -i> • 


- 5 






Barrack Ma/iers at the following Forts^ tffr. 

Forts George, Miller, and the communication to 

Albany - - - -040 

Niagara, Schlofler, Eric, and the communication 

to Prefqu'Ifle - - -^ O 4 o 

Communication to Philadelphia - -040 

Detroit and Michillimakinac - -040 

Cumberland and Nova Scotia - - -640 

Chartres Kaflcalkia?, Illinois country - -040 

Ofwegatchie - - - - O 4 O 

Commiflary general of (lores, provifions, and forage 300 

Total 11^8 7 10 



Ejfablijhmmt 



A. 17/8. DEBATES.: xf^ 

EJlahliJhment of Hofpital Officers ifehnging to his Majeflfs Gar^^ 
rifons hi North America and the VVeft Indies,^ with their 
refpeSiive Pay and appointments for the Tears l774>.i'71^S» 
: 1776, 1777, ^«^ 1778. 

1774. North America. Per Diem. 

£. s. J. 

^sbec^ Surgeon major - - o Jo o 

^ 8t. AuguJUne^ Surgeon - - - o 10 o 

Penfacolay Surgeon - - - O 10 O 

Mobiile^ Surgeon - - - o 10 o 

South Carolina, Surgeon - - -040 
Two mates, each 3s. 6d. O 7 o 

Nova Scotioy Surgeon - - - O ' 3 o 

St.yohri^Sj Newfoundlandy SuTgton*8 mzte - - 03 6 

Providence^ Surgeon - '- -030 

' Bermudas, Surgeon's mate - -036 

Grenada^ Surgeon and purveyor - o 15 o 

St, Vincent^ Surgeon - - - O 10 o 

Dominica, Surgeon - - - o lO o 

Tobago J Surgeon - - - o lo O 

N. B. The like pflablifliment as the above For the years 1775, 
1776, 1777, and 1778. 



An Account of the Number of Recruits rajfed for his Alrjefl-fs 
Service in G.reat Britain, from f^^ 29/^ ^September 17741 
to the 2<)fh ^September 1777, (^ij^i^guifloing each Tea>\ 

Number of Recruits enlijled. . 

.Trom the 29th ot September 1774 to the rft of Oflober 17751 

cavalry 456, infantry 3408. 
.From the ift ot O£i:ober 1775. to the ift'of Od^ober 1776, 

cavalry 785, infancy 1 > 583. 
From the ift of October 1776 to the 29th cf Sepf ember 1777, 

cavalry 362, infantry 7545. 



Account 



m 



PARLIAMENTARY 



A. tiji. 



jerount if Pirfom imphyed in the HffenM Branebes pftbg Csm^ 
mijjariate belonging to bis Majejifs Forces in Nortn America 
and tbe Weft Indies, with their refpe£live Pay and Appoint* 
taints for the Tears I774, 1775, and 1776. 



Staf^ 

Garrifon of ^elec^ 



IJ^^ North America. Per Dim. 

£. s. d. 

Commiflary of the ftores i b O 
Commiffary of ftores and 

provifions - - - o lO o 
DittoofSt.Augufline^ Commiffary general of 

ftores and provifions O 15 o 
Ditto ofPenfacoJa^ Commiffary general of 

ftores and provifions O 10 o 
Ditto of Mohille^ Deputy commiffary of ftores 4 O 

Ditttf of Nova Scotioy Commiflary of ftores and 

provifions - - O \4 o 
Ditto of Louijbourgy Commiffary of ftores and 

provifions - - O 5 o 

Ditto of St. John* s IJkndy Commiffary of ftores and 

provifions - - O 5 "o 



Grenada^ 
St. Fincenty 
Dominica^ 
Tobago, 



Wefi Indies. 

Commiffary general of 

ftores and provifions b 15 ,a 
Commiffary of ftores and- 

provifions - - o 10 o 
Commiffary of ftores and 

provifions - - o 10 o 
Deputy commiffary of . 

ftores and provifions o io o 



N. B. Tbe like account as the above for the years 1775 
and 1776, 
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'Ac<^tmt of Perfons itrfpbyedin the different Branches rf^Ck^ 
mifkriati heknging to his Majf/i/s Forces in Nordi Amef ica 
OTulihe W^ft Indies, with their refptSlive Puy ard'A^wt^ 
mentsforthe Tear i*]'j']^ 



ttaf, . 

Garrifon of S^ueheCy 



North Anutica. Per Diem* 

Commiffarybf theftores i 6' '6 
Commiffary of ftdf*^ and 

proviGohs - - O 10 o 
Ditto of St. AuguJliiUy Commiffary ^neral 6f 

ftorcs and provifions o 15 o 
Ditto ofPenfacoloj Commiflary general of 

ftorcs and provifions o 10 O 

Ditto of Mohilky Deputy comrhiffary of ftorcs 04b 

Ditto of Nova- Scotia J Commiffary of ftorefs and 

provifions - - 040 
Ditto of Louifiourg^ Commiffary of ftorcs and 

provifions - - O 5 O 
Do. of St. John^s IJlandy Commiffary of ftores and . 

provifions - - 050 
Staff'y Conimiflary general of 

ftores, provifions, and 

forage, from Feb. i, 

1777 - - 309 



Ditto of Grenada^ 
DiHoofSt.nncent^ 
Ditto of Domfnicoy 
Ditto of Tobagdj 



Wejl Indies. 

Commiffary general of 

. ftores and provifions O i^ o 
Commiffary of ftores and 

provifions - - o 16 o 
Commiflary of ftores and 

proVifiotis - - o tb o 
Deputy commiffary of ftores 

and provifions - o 10 o 
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Account ofPerfins employed in the different Branches oftbeCom-^ 
mijariate belonging to bis Majejifs Fortes in North America 
and the Weft Indies, with their refpeUive Pay and Appoint^ 
mints for the Year 1778. 

North America. Per Diem. 

£. X. d. 
Stafff CommifTiry of (lores 100 

Garrijon of ^ebec^ CommifTary of ftores and 

provifions - - o 10 6 
DittoofSt^AuguJtiney CommifTary general of 

(lores and provifions O 15 O 

Ditto ofPenfacola^ Comtniflary general of 

ftores and provifions o 10 O 

Ditto ofMobille^ Dcputycommiflary of ftores 040 

Ditto of Nova Scotia^ Commiflary of ftores and 

provifions - - 040 
Ditto of Louijiourgy Commiflary of ftores and 

provifions - • O 5 O 
Do. of St. John's //land, ConLimii&ry of ftores and 

provifions - - O 5 . 
Commifl!ary general of 

ftores, provifions, and 

forage - - 3 O O 



fFefl Indies. 



Ditto of Grenaddy 
Ditto of St. Ftncent, 
Ditto of Dominica^ 
Ditto of TobagOy 



Commiflary general of 

ftores and provifions O 15 , O 

Cammiflkry of ftores and 

provifions - - O lO O 
ComniilTary of ftores and 

provifions - - O 10 O 
Depu cy com mi flary of ftores 

and provifions - o lO O 
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AbJiraSi of the Nurn^ir of Recruits raifed by tbefeveral Regiments in Ire* 
land, as tbey have been returned to the Adjutant^General by the refpec^ 
five Commanding^Officers of Regiments^ from the 2gtb ^September, 
1774, to the 2(^th ^Septcm. iTjjydi/linguiJhing each year. Adjutant^ 
Generah Officcy Dublin,. January 5, 1778. » 



Regiments, 



Horfe • 



Dragoons < 



Fott 



2(1, 
4th 

Lsth 

^8th 
9th 
1 2th, 
13th, 
14th, 
i8ch, 

3d, 
irth, 
19th, 
30th, 

32d, 
36th, 

66th, 
67th, 
68ch, 



Ifumhirt/IU. 


Jfuwiitrc/Re- 


' NumbertfRi- 


Total of Rt' 


emits raifed 


eruhi raffed. 


emits raifed. 


cruUsraiftdby 


from igth of 
Sept.1774, to 


fromt^tbef 
Sept.l77S,«» 


fvimgtbrf' 
Sept. 1 776, w 


eacbRegiment, 
from 2$tb of 


igtiefStfU 


tgthcfSitjt. 


igtb «^Sept. 


Sept.i774»ft» 


ins- 


>776; 


»777. 


29 Sep.1777. 


26 


6S 


56 


147 


28 


59 


66 


153 


31 


47 


48 


116 


22 


58 


68 


148 


42 


154 


no 


306 


45 


170 


45 


260 


35 


118 


48 


201 


73 


136 


6i 


270 


^3 


138 


96 


257 


89 


171 


48 


3c8 


- S» 


140 


25 


210 


79 


171 


194 


444 


JOO 


429 


11 


586 


100 


254 


43a 


8S 


271 
189 


las 


481 




126 


306 


246 


239 


95 


580 


25s 


79 


141 


5^8 


»43 


23* 


133 
i$8 


221 


i3» 


551 



Total 1684 



3»43 



j8i8 



6745 



J. BOWER, Deputy. Adjutant General. 



N. B. The Regimental Books of the 32d Regiment of Foot were all 
loft by the Wreck of the Rockinghan^ Trapfport, on the a2d of 
December, 1775. 
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Copy of a Lettet from Mr. Robinfon to Richard Oliver, Efy. 
concerning Mr. Atkinfgn'j Rum Contraif. June 6^ A, 1 •jif. 

Sir, 
SOME exceptions having beeii taken to the propriety of 
a contrad entered into by the lords commiffioners of the 
treafury with Mr« Atkinfon« for fupplying a quantity of 
rum to his Majefty's forces in America at 58. 3d, per gallon, 
and that gentleman being defirous^ as well as their Lordfhips, 
that the faid central (kould undergo a thorough inveftiga* 
tion, it has been propof^ to fubmit the fame to your judg- 
ment, jointly with Beefton Long and Richard Neave, lifqus* 
I am thereupon directed by their Lordihips to requeft the fa- 
vour (^ you to, take the trouble of fuch examination, and if I 
have your pernaiffion fo to do, I have their Lordihips further 
direSions to tranfqait you the neceifary papers for that pur- 
pofe. 

Sir, &c, 

John Robiksow. 

A like letter td Beefton Long, Efq. jointly with Richard 
Oliver and Richard Neave, Efqrs. dated, &c. as above. 

Ditto to Richard Neave, Efq. ditto with Beefton Long^ 
Richard Oliver, Efqrs, ^itto. 

Repert of Miffrs, Long, Neave, Glover, and Crichton, en tif 
Rfferencf ofM'"' Atkinfon'j Rum Contra^. July j6, 1777, 

My Lord$, 

IN confequence of a requeft to us from your Lordfliipa, 
fignified by Mr. Robinfon, that we would undertake the 
examination of " a contrail entered into by the lords com*' 
iniffioners of the treafury with Mr. Atkinfon, for fupplying t 
quantity of rum to his Majefty's forces in America ar 5s. ^ 
per gallon,'' and, with the concurrence of your Lordflips, to 
call in any third or fourth perfon as we fhould think proper, 
we have, jointly with Mr. Glover and Mr. Cricbtci, who 
have obliged us with their conftant attendance, and fubfc ribed 
their names hereto, examined the whole evidence I'o amply 
furnifhed by your Lordfhips and Mr. Atkinfon, and hereby 
fvibmit to your confideration the following report. 

l^he plan purfued in this inveftigation was to review the 
fev^xal circumf^ances t)f the time when this contra^ w^s 
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made, viz. on the 27th of March, 1776, when your Lord- 
ihips by the minute of your board accepted of the tender 
nude by Mr. Atkinfon. 

We find in the contraft itfelf, that every precaution hath 
been obferved for fupplying ^he forces with rum of that proof 
which is deemed at the London market merchantable Ja-* 
maica rum, to afcertain which, the inftrument referred to 
is in our opinion more completely adapted than any odier 
mode hitherto devifed -, every party was duly provided with 
fttch an inflrument by the board of treafunr, and the whole 
quantity of rum delivered hath been certined by the feveral 
commanders or commiflaries in America as correfponding 
with the proof ftipulated by the contraS. 

To efkaUiOi the price of fuch rum at the time, and jufUy 
to compute the charges and expences attending its delivery 
in North America, due information hath been obtained, and 
the following calculation, which we believe to be as accurate 
as the nature of the fubjedt woUld admit, is the refult of oiir 
inquiries. 

s. d. Parts. 
Firft coft, at as. gd. Jamaica currency per 

gallon, making fterling - - - i 1 1 57 

Calk - - - -030 

Shipping charges 5s. fterling per puncheon 00 60 
Leakage in the ifland, 2^ per cent. -00 60 

Commiffion 5 per cent. - • - 2 3 77 

Coft on board at Jamaica - • o i 4.5 

a 5 zz 

Infurance to the feveral places of delivery 

averaged at 13 guineas per cent. -04 75 

Freight and primage - ^ - o 7 . 50 

Agency in America, los. fterling, per punch. 01 26 

Landing charges, as. 6d. fterling, ditto -00 20 



3 7 3 

Intereft of money and charges in England, 

3 per cent. -- - - - o i 20 

Leakage till landed, 10 per cent. - •o o 4 43 

4 o 75 

Fron% 
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From this calculation, your Lordfliips may judge how far 
the contrad in queftion might at the time have been reafonaUy 
made cheaper \ we have therein made a full allowance for 
every charge which might probably occur in fuch a traiif«* 
a£tion. 

It is very difficult to give an opinion upon another objed 
referred to us, viz. ** What onforefeen rifques or expences 
have been a£tually incurred in the execution of the faid con- 
lr^6t, to diminim or take away fuch reafonable profit as 
inight have been expedited by the contra£tor ;" as unforefeen 
accidents may have happened from various caufes, either from 
unexpedted events, which could not be forefeen or allowed 
for, or from negle£ts and impnidencies in feme part of the 
management, all which every undertaking may be liable to, 
^nd of which no eftimate can be formed. 

Finally, we fubmit that private contrafts are the moft 
liable to exception ; and, whether contrafls in future are of- 
fered by public notice to the loweft bidder, or the article re- 
quired is purchafed in Great Britain, or clfewhere, by agents^ 
at a commiffion ufual among merchants, or procured by any 
other mod^ whatfoever, the proteSion of convoy in every 
inftance is eflential) not lefs to the ceconomy than to the 
effeSual fervice of the ftate, without a certainty of fuch pro« 
te£i:ion for a bails. We, in s^nfwer to that part of the refer*^ 
ence, requeuing our opinion upoa future contra6ts, can only 
reprefent' to your Lordfliips, the infuperable difficulty of 
ftating any price to be given hereafter, which would not be 
fubjeS to objedion; but in a public view, if contnuSors are 
obn^ed to take upon themfelvps all contingenpies, their ut-^ 
moft efforts may prove ineffe£lual) and tluit firft objedt of 
public care in time of war, the fupply of the aroiy, be utterly 
defeated. 

We have the honour to be, my Lords, 

your I^ord(hips moft obedient, 

and moft humble fervants, 
Beeston Long, 
Richard Nbave, 
R. Glover, 
Wii^LiAM Cri'chton. 
The right, hcMurahle the LorJs 
CmmiJilmrs of thf Treafury. 



Me^fu 
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Mijfrs. Long, Neave, t^c. Further Report on Mr. Atkinfon's 
Rum Certificate. Juguft 2 1 , 1777. 

My Lords, 

WE are happy in your Lordfhips' approbation of the troii* 
ble we have taken in the bufinefs of examining Mr. Atkinfon's 
rum contradl, for which your Lordfliips have been pleafed 
to direft Mr. Robinfoii to return us thanks by his letter of 
the 16th inttant. Mr. Long having received it on the lotb, 
we have taken the earlieft opportunity that our refpettire 
adl^irs would admit of aflfembling, in order to reply thereto. 

Your Lordfliips defire us to acquaint you, 

ift, At what period we eftimated that thirteen guineas 
per cent, was the rate of infu ranee. 

2dly, On what items we have computed fuch infurance. 

3d]y, Whether, in our opinion, the accidents which have 
happened in this cafe to diminifh the contradlor^s profit, have 
arifen from neg1e£): or mif'management, or are among the ac- 
cidents which could not be forefeen, and which may happen 
from various caufes, and of which no eftimate can be formed. 

In anfwer to the firfl: query,, we beg leave to repeat to 
your Lordlhips what we have ftated as the ground- work of 
our report, that we eftimated the rate of inUirance, as well 
as every other item, upon a review of the circuniftances of thf 
time when the contra3 was made. 

In anfwer to tl\e fecond query, we computed the infurance 
(as will appear on the face of the eftimate) on all the items 
incurred down to the rum being on board (hip, and like- 
wife covered the eftimated premium of the infurance, fo ai 
to fave the contra£);or harmlefs in cafe of lofs, having in the 
next item of freight eftimated that article at an extraordinary 
advance, in coniidcration that the contfa6tor might in this 
particular cafe be liable to the payment of freight, notwith- 
ftanding the ihips might be taken, and the rum confequently 
pot arrive. 

In anfwer to the laft query, we beg leave to repeat to your 
Lordlhips, that we have made the moil ample allowance for 
every charge which even in thefe perilous times could proba- 
bly have affefted the undertaking ; -and whether the feveral 
charges actually incurred have exceeded or fallen fliort of 
our eftimate, and in what particular items; and whether the. 
^ootradlor's profit has been thereby lefs or greater than his 

expeC'. 
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cxpeftations, is a fubjecl: of invcftigation which we did not 
judge proper to go into then, and we are of the fame opinioa 
now. Wc have the honour to be, my Lords, 
' Your Lordfliips 

moft obedient and moft humble fervants, 
Beestoh Lono, 
Richard Neave, R. Glover, 

William Crichton, 
yi the right honourable the Lords 
Commtffioners tfthe Treafury. 

London, Fi^uaUing-^Offlce^ 16 Jan. I778, 
Anjiccount of the Expence of the Freight of FiBualurs^ hired t9 
carry Provifionsto North Anterica, and the Value ofthefaid 
Provijions for the life of the Troops there. Alfo the Value of 
all Provifions^ ^c, Jhippedon hoard the Ordnance Store Shipf^ 
Ships of War ^ l^e. for theXJfe of the fat d Troops^ from the 
ift of 00.. "^77 Sf ^^ '^^ 30^* 2/^ September, 1777. 

Value of provifions, &c. (hipped on board 
ordnance ftore fliips, from ift Od. 1775* 
to 30th Sept. 1777 - , - 1^43^ 7 4 

Amount of neceffary money paid to the ma- 
ilers of ordnance (hips, from iftO£t. 1775, 
to 30th Sept. 1777 - - 692 19 4 

Amount of a bill made out to a lieutenant, for 
vi£tualling himfelf and fervant on board an 
ordnance flitp - - . - 29 2 10 

Value of provifions, &c. (hipped on board 
fliips of vrar, for the ufe of troops carried 
out to North America, from ift Oft. 177S, 
to 30th Sept. 1777 - - 1740 2 2 

13898 II 8 



Mem. There were not any viSuallers hired to carry pro- 
vifions to North America for the ufe of the troops from ift 
Oa. 1775, to 30th Sept. 1777, but it appears by accountp, 
tranfmitted by the agents for viiSualling his Majefty's navy 
there, that they had fapplied, out of the naval ftock, provi- 
fions for the ufe of land forces between loth Oft. 1775, 
and 30th Sept. 1777, to the amount of 16445/. ys. ^^d. 

Bates. Jonas Hanway. Tjho. Cowy. A. Choilley- 

Extras 
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Extra ff of a Lmirfrom L^rd George Germaine t$ Sir Wfl- 
liain Howe, dated Whitehall, 22^ Aagu^, 1776. 

I HEREWITH tranfmit you a copy of a difpatch fcnt to 
General Sir Guy Carleton, which, 1 think, makes it uniie» 
ceflary for me to enter into a difcuffion of that part of your 
letter which related to the difficulties that might arife upon a 
junction of your refpe&ive armies. A duplicate of this dif- 
patch is fent therewith, which, for fear any accident ihouU 
happen' to the original, you will tranfmit to Sir Guy 
Carleton by the firft opportunity. . 

Extra ff of a Letter from Lord George Germaine U Sir Guy 
Carleton, ^£7/^^ Whitehall, aiiAuguft, 1776. 

THE rapid fuccefs of his Majefty's arms, in drivbs the 
rebels out of Canada, does great honour to your condud; 
and I hope foon to hear chat you have been able to purfue 
them acrofs the lakes, and to pofTefs thofe pofis upon the 
frontiers which may efFedlually fecure your province from 
any future infult. 

His Majefty, in appointing you commander in chief of 
his forces in Canada, was pleafed to extend your commiffion 
to the frontiers of his provinces bordering thereupon, wifely 
forefeeing, as it might be necefTary for the completing 
your, plan of operations, that you (hould march your army 
beyond the limits of your own government. I truft, before 
this letter reaches you, that you will, by your fpirit and 
a6livity, have cleared the frontiers of Canada of all the re- 
bel forces^ and will have taken the proper meafures for keep-< 
ing p )ireifion of the lakes. That fervice being performcd| 
his Majefty commands me to acquaint you, that there ftill 
remains another part of your duty to be undertaken, wUch 
will require all your abilities and the ftrideft application, the 
ceftoring ptacp, and the eftablifhing good order and legal go* 
vernment in Canada. It is an objeS of the greateft impor- 
tance to this country^ the difficulties attending it are iai^ 
mtrnfe ; but his Majefty depends upon your zeal, and upon 
your experience, for carrying it into execution. His Ma- 
jefty, ever anxious for the happinefs of his fubjedls, com- 
mands me to inform you, that no time fhould be ioft in be- 
ginning 
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ginning (o iiftportant a work, and that you do thefefcre re- 
turn to Quebec, detaching Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, or 
fuch other officer as you (hall think moft proper, with that 
part of your forces which can be fpared from the immediate 
defence of your province, to carry on fuch operations as fliail 
be moft conducive to the fuccefs of the army ading on the fide 
of New York 5 and that you direS the officer fo detached to 
communicate with and put himfelf, as foon as poffible, under 
the command of General Howe. You will order fuch artillery 
as you (hall judge ncceflarv to proceed with this detachment; 
and as a great quantity ot heavy cannon and military ftorcs 
were fent, upon the fuppofition that Quebec might have been 
in the hands of the rebels, you will, upon requifitton from 
General Howe, fupply him with fuch cannon and {lores isis 
may not be wanted for the protection of Canada. 



C9py of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to Lord 
George Gcrmaine, dated Hertford-ftreet, i/f January 

'777-. 

My Lord, 

MY phyfician has prefled me to go to Bath for a fliort 
time, and I find it requifite to my health and fpirits to follow 
his advice: but I think it a previous duty to afllire your 
Lordflii'p, that, (hould my attendance in town become necef- 
fary, relatively to infornntion upon the affairs of Canada, I 
fliall be ready to obey your fummons upon one day's notice. 

Your Lordfhip being out of town, I fubmitted the above 
intentions a few days ago perfonally to his Majefly in his 
clofet ; and ^I added, ** That as the arrangements for the 
next campaign might poffibly come under his royal contem- 
plation before my return, 1 humbly laid myfelf at his Ma- 
jefty's feet for fuch aftive employment as he might think me 
worthy of/' 

This was the fubftance of my audience, on my part. I 
undertook* it, and I now report it toyourLordfliipin the hope 
of your patronage in this purfuit ; a hope, my Lord, founded 
not only upon a juft fenfe of the honour your Lordfhip's 
friendfhip mud refiedl upon me, but alfo upon a feeling that 
I defervc it, in as much as a folid refpeft and fincere perfonal 
attachment can conftitute fuch a claim. 

I leave in the hands of Mr. D'Oyley fuch of the memo- 
randums confided to me by General Carlcton as rec^uire d\U 
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patch, fhoifld your Lordfhip think proper to carry them into 
execution. 

I alfo leave in that gentleman's hands the copy of an appli- 
cation relative to boats for the artillery, and which I take the 
liberty to fubtnit to your LordOiip as %%-ell worthy of confide- 
ration, upon the fuppofition that the enemy (hould arm upon 
Lake Qeorge, and that any operation (hould be advifabic by 
that route. 

I likewiie leave the difpofltion of winter quarters, which I 
received by the laft (hip from Canada. I find no difpatch is 
come to your Lordfhip by that occafion, and I conceived 
thofie papers might be of ufe. 

I have the honour to be, . 
My Lord, &c. 

J. BURGOYHE. 



Mimorandums and obfervations relative to the Service in Canada^ 
J'ubmittedte Lord George Germaine. 

[^Received from Lieutenant -General Burgoyne. J 

General Carleton's Requisitioics. 

A Batallion of feamen, confifling of 300 at leaft, that 
the expenfive expedient to which we have been obliged to 
have recourfe this year of detaining tranfports on account of 
their feamen might be avoided in future, even if it (hoald be 
in our power to ufe it ; but as there may not be a number 
fufficient of thofe (hips in the river to furnifh us as before, we 
fliould in that cafe be at a lofs to man our vefTcIa again ; and 
it feems mofl: probable, that we (hall have the fame, if not 
greater occafion for them next fpring, at leail it mufl be ne« 
cefTary to be provided againfl all which may happen, as I find 
it impoffible to remain here*. 

♦ The above is an cxtraft of a letter from General Carleton to 
General Burgoyne, dated Crown-Point, aid Odobcr^ ^77^ • 

Observations. 
The reafons ftated by General Carleton in &vour of the 
propofed corps of feamen, may appear to apply particularly to 
the fervice of armed vefTels, and it may be imagined, that he 
has already, including the crews of frigates and tranfports 
wintering in the river St. Lawrence, a fufilciency of men tor 

that 
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that purpofe, even upon a fuppofition that the lakes (hoiild be 
again difputed. 

But I beg leave to fugged the expediency of fuch a corps 
for the boats appropriated to the ba^^ge^.ammunitiony pro- 
vifion, intrenching tools, artillery-ftores, and various other - 
indifpenfable ftores of an army. 

A certain number of good watermen difperfed in the batta- 
lion boats, particularly in thofe of the foreign troops, who 
cannot learn to row well, would be of great ufe in point of 
regularity and expedition. 

I am aware that, during the late war, the battalion-boats 
were always rowed by their own foldiers, and 1 believe the 
fl^ore and artillery^boats were alfo fupplied with rowers from 
the regiments ; but it muft be confidered, th^t the regiments 
at that time were more than double in numbers to the prefent 
eflabli(hment. 

After deducing, upon a moderate calculation, the fick 
hofpital guards, general officers guards, many fmall drains of 
regimental fervice not to be avoided, and perhaps detach- 
ments affiftant to the artillery, the battalions, exclufive of 
grenadiers and light-infantry which are feparate from them, 
will hardly exceed 3cx> rank and file ; if from that numbdr is 
to be alfo deduced the guard for the boats when the troops 
land, and for* the conveyance and care of ftores that follow 
the army, the battalions will be much weaker than they ought 
to be for any operations. 

The Canadians fupply that fervice very ill, their great 
practice on the water being in canoes which paddle ; they are 
visry aukward with an oar ; they are befides under no dif- 
cipline,. and continually defert or pretend fickncfs^ 

The corps propofed would enable the commander in chief 
to releafe' great part of his prefent fea-force, as foon as. the 
pafl'age of the lakes was accomplifhed. 

To facilitate this meafure, it is humbly fubmitted, that 
men taken from the rivers in England might anfwer the pur- 
pofe, without interfering with the prefent call for able fca» 
men; and, with all due deference to General Carleton, I 
ihould imagine, that fuch a body thrown into independent 
companies of 60 each, with proper naval officers, would 
anfwer better than wjiat is called in the demand a battalion. 
Requisitions. 

An augmentation of artillery, confifting of two companies, 
and the whole number of companies on tnc fervice in Canada 
completed to an hundred men each. 

Vol. VII. O OBs*ct- 
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Observations. 

I think it a duty to pici\ upon your Lord/hips my opinion 
upon the expediency of this propofal. The artillery, after 
the light troops, is the important arm in this American war. 
The alFiftance obliged to be given from the line to that fer- 
vice, the laft campaign, was a great weakening to the regi- 
ment<i, at tht fame time that it was a very inadequate fubfti- 
tute for trained artillery men. 

Requisitions. 

Six months provifions to be fcnt out as early as poffible in 
the fpring, calculated at the full ration, for one third more 
than the efFcflive of foldiers and feamen. 

Observations. 

The reafon of this demand, to fupply Canadians, favagcS| 
artificers, and fome wafte, which, in fpite of every poffible pre- 
caution and diligence in the CommifTary's department, will 
in fome degree happen from the accidents and inconveniencics 
(particularly leakage) attending water-carriage. 

I'he Canadian Corvecs, without which the lervice could 
not go on, muft receive provifions. The favages alfo expefi 
it for their women and muft be indulged. 

Salt provifions are indifpenfably neceiTary for the upper pisfts 
at Niagara, &c. where there is great negotiation with (he ifh- 
vages. 'I'hey muft alfo be folely depended upon for tbc 
movement of every body of troops acting beyond St. JobQ%^ 
Lake Champlain, or beyond the iiland of Mont reai by the 
Lake On tario. ; ^^^H^^l 

For an expedition by the latter route, provIfiojf^SBIBSR 
carried for at leafl three times the number of the force the C3i^ ^ 
pedition fees out with, as ic may be expedltd to be|oiiied by 
large bodies of both favages and civilized iuhabiunis, twfone 
they reach a country of (\>pply^ The obvious tneafure of the 



enemy 



wiil 



to drive 



country 




0ewi of 1 
corps pejictrating by Olwego or Fort StJiiwijc^ Ic b ureU 
known, that Schuyler bad t^kcn [^cr. i^^u i. fyf dali^ ic ls& 
year. 

It is much to be feared ih;it Cin^din ^M noca0brd pmvi- 
fions (corn excepted), 
which are to rcmu^l 

Upon the whoti 
mand of G^neraiJ 
put as low 
* exigencies 



A. 1778* DEBATES.' 195 

Requisitions. 

A reinforcement of 4000 men. 

Observations. 

In a letter to me fincc I received General Carleton's memio* 
rjindums, he expreHes himfelf thus: ^^ I have the more reafon 
tp expeft the reinforcements which I have rcquefted will be 
fbnt me, as Lord Cornwallis and his regiment, which were 
to have compofed a part of this army, have been employed 
otherwife, and a very ftrong regiment of Germans was ex- 
changed for a weaic battalion of Englifli. The idea upon 
which the General thought this reinforcement neceflary 
h^s been explained in a memorandum I had the honour to 
prefent to your Lordfhip foon after my return. I have only 
to add, that the efFedlive rank and file, by the laft returns, 
amount only to 10,174, in which number is comprifed a 
good deal of ufelefs ftufJF, viz. men recruited in Germany for 
the Briti(h regiments fent over laft year, not one tenth of 
^hom, in the opinion of the officers of thofe regiments, will 
be fit for the ranks, from infirmities, malignant habits, dejec* 
tion, or pr6fligacy of difpofition; many of the IriQi recruits 
and drafts are equally bad. In the German regiments, there 
are alfo many Unferviceable men. 

The Royal Highland Emigrants have among them con- . 
fiderable numbers of recruits from the rebel prifoners; and, 
to judge of their future behaviour by that of laft fummer, 
great numbers of them may be expedled to defert. 

The Royal Regiment of New York are not yet any thing 
like foldiers, having wanted commii&oned officers and ferjeants 
to train them. 

Upon the whole, therefore, when a moderate deduftion of 
iick is added to the ufelefs, the whole of the Canada army, 
as it now ftands, allowing for the recruits arrived in the au- 
tumn, and I believe not all comprifed in the return, will not 
exceed 8000 men, of fuch troops, as I believe your Lord(hip 
would wi(h to rifk the fate of an offenfive campaign upon, or 
the reputation of any General you may think proper to re- 
conimend to his Majefty. 

I humbly conceive it will be thought expedient to leave 
at leaft 3000 men in Canada 5 General Carleton may poffibly 
think 1CXX5 more neceflary. 

The danger of any attack upon Canada in force, may pro- 
bably appear chimerical, when we have an army advanced 
beyond the Lakes, and I readily acquiefce in that opinion; 
although there; arefbme examples that (how the enemy capable 

O ij and 
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and inclined to that fort of enterprife, viz. the inarch of 
Arnold by the Chaudiere, before he knew or had caufe to 
fufpeft the rapid fuccefs of Montgomery, who had drawn the 
force of Canada to oppofe him, and thereby Quebec was left 
cxpofed. 

A fecond example was the attack upon Trois Rivieres laft 
year; an ofFenfive operation conceived upon a retreat, and 
attempted by beaten, difconcerted, fickly men. 

A third example is the project well known to have been 
conceived by Mr. Wafliington for penetrating into Bofton 
with a corps of 5000 n^en, and thereby changing ground with 
General Howe, at tiie time he meant to attack the works at 
Dorchefter, a little before the evacuation of Boflon. 

But not to lay any If refs upon the poifibility of future rafli- 
nefs in like projccls, I conceive that the number of troops I 
have nieniioncd will be foui;d neccfl^ry, firft, to guard againft 
fmall incuifions to iccure your convoys of fupply, which muft 
all pafs iiril up the Sr. Lawrence to Sorrel, and afterwards by 
that river and Lake Champlain, a very long track; 2dly, to 
keep the mutinous part of the country in due fubje^ion ; and 
3dly, to enforce the duty of Corvees, which will be indif« 
penfably nccciiary for the fupply of the army even among the 
well aftccted. 

I cor.ccive the rti^^ofition of the regular troops left in • 

Canada would be, a garrifon in Quebec - 500 

Polts upon the Ciiaudiere, and in the difafFecled pa- 

rifhcs of Point-Lcvi - - 300 

Garrifon at Montreal, and pods between Chat town 

and Ofwegatchie - . - 300 

At Trois Rivieres - - - 100 

Chain from Sorrel to Chamblee - r ■ lOO 

St. John's - - - . 200 

Ifle aux Noix - _ - joo 

La Prairie Vergcre, and fome other towns upon the 
• fouth ihore of St. Lawience oppofite the ifle of 

Montreal, with pofts of communication to St. 

John's - - - - 200 

For elborts of convoys over Lake Champlain - 400 

Allowance for fickntis, oefertion, and other cafualties 600 

3000 

It may be thought the Canadian militia might fupply part 

of theftr purpofes, and I beg leave to obferve, it is fo intended ; 

the 
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the abdve calculation being made much too low Without their 
afliftance. It will be necefTary to have chains of Canadian 
militia, patroles and pods in the woods behind the regulars, to 
intercept the communication between the enemy and the ill- , 
afFeded in Canada, to prevent defertion and procure intelli- 
gence, and for many other fervices that will be obvious foir 
keeping the country quiet. 

Thefe fervices will be fupplied by the feveral pari(hes, as 
their fituations lie refpedively to the objecSs, and may amount 
in the whole to 500 men. Another great call upon the Ca- 
nadians will be for Workmen at the fortifications of SorreJ, 
St. John's, Chamblee, and Ifle aux Noix. To the latter place 
it nriay be expedient to* f6nd the difobedient and refra£h>ry as 
a punifhment, it being a place from which they cannot defert. 
To complete the necefTary works in the courfe of next fum- 
mer will probably require 2000 men. 

A ftill greater call upon the Canadians will be for the 
tranfport of all the provifnn?, artillery- llores, and baggage of 
the army, from the repofitories to the .water, and afterwards at 
the carrying places. This fervice may, at the opening of 
the campaign, require 2000 men, befides a very large propor- 
tion of carts and horfes, and will happen at th^ time of fowing 
of the corn. 

It was to be hoped, that 1500 or 2000 men armed may be 
attached to the army deftined to follow the enemy; when 
thefe numbers are caft up, Canada will be found to contribute 
to the full what the country can afford, I will venture to affert 
much more than it will afford, if any diminution is made in 
the number of regulars propofed to be left among them. 
Should there be ground to fuppofe' that France is taking an 
underhand part in America, or has any future views towards 
the recovery of Canada, all the reafons for having a refpeftable 
force there will derive double weight; for fafe as the country 
may be againft a fecond reduction by the rebels, it is obvious 
to the flighted obfervations, that many parts of it are liable to 
be feduced by the French, and it cannot be doubted that there 
^re emiffariei ready for fuch an employment, 
Requisitions. 

Twenty-four gun-boats to be conflrufled in England 
capable of carrying light 24 pounder?, heavy 1 2 pounders, and 
eight inch howitzers', and thofe pieces alfo to be fent fron^ 
llngland. 

Observations. 

Though this requifidon is not comprized in the mAt!\ot^.\v- 
dums given me by General Carkton^ \ \ivKW^V>x '^^o^^'t \» 
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futjoin it as an objecl of great importance. For the detail 
«nd utility of the boats, propofed in juftice to Major-General 
Phillips I refer your L^rdfliip to a copy of that sentleman's 
letter to General Carle ton upon the fubjecl ; and! beg leave 
to add, that fliould it be found necefiary to drive the eneniy 
from Lake George, where it is probable, if not obvious, they 
will ftrengthen themfelves during the winter, thefe boats would 
be of the utmoft confequeiice, as they would bear the tranf* 
ports by land from Ticonderoga to Lake George iniinitelj 
better than thofe built of green timber, and would be, from the 
improvements made in the conflrudtion, of much greater fer- 
vice when there, than any now built, ^nd would fave great 
time in the campaign, as it will probrtbly be necefTary other- 
wife to wait the building them at Ticonderoga* or Crown 
Point. 

It would alfo be very proper to have carriages conftruded 
here, of feafoned timber, of which Captain Blomfield has a 
drawing, for conveying boats, as well thofe built in America 
zs thofe now propofed, over land. 

I beg leave to clofe thefe obfervations, with fubmitting 
to your Lordfhip, the expediency of tranfporting every article 
deftined for the fervicc in Canada early in the year and at once. 

Moft of the foregoing articles, if not all, are requifite for 
a vigorous opening of the campaign. And the proviiion 
which is to proceed to Lake Ontario for the whole year's, 
fupply, ought to leave Montreal early in the fummer. 

The paflage up the St. Lawrence, both below and above 
Q^iebec, is precarious, and at beft extremely dilatory after 
the month of June, when the wefterly winds prevail, and ia 
the autumn no dependance can be had of a pafTage at all. 

jrfiURGOYNX. 



Mi^oranda ef General CzActon^ relative to the next CampaigK^ 
U LieuKnant^General Burgoyne, to be laid hifort Govern^ 
ment. 

A reinforcement of 4.CCO troops;, exclufive of completing 
the prefent army, is neceffary for Canada, 

It would be defirable to encreafc the prefent eftabliflimest 
of Britifti regiments to 100 per company as part of the deilrcd 
reinforcement. 

Witi a reinforcement to the above amount and well com- 
pofed, a large corps may be fpared to pafs Lake Ontiurio and 
to operate upon the Mohawlc river. 



A. 1778. DEBATES. 199 

Another corps might poffibly be employed to penetrate tQ 
Conneiiicut river. 

Six months provifions, for at lead 20,000 .men at full 
rations, ought to be fent out early in the fpring. The num- 
bers of mouths to feed, including favages, Canadians, arttfi- 
cers, feamen, &c. upon the lakes, may be reckoned a full thirj 
more than the .troops, Canada will fumifli flour fufficiei^tly^ 
but the drain of live cattle has been fo great the laft campaign, 
that very little can be expected. 

A corps of boatmen is abfolutely neceflary for all opera* 
tions in a country fo much interfered with, lakes and rivers 
as that wherein the Canadian army muft a£l. 

Copy of a Letter from Msjor-Gemral PhillLps to G^n^ral 
Carleton, ^^/^^ St. John's, Nov. 9, 1776* 

[Received from Lieutenant^General Burgoync.] 

Sir, 

The late expedition upon the Lake has fully made to ap* 
pear the great utility of gun-boats when they are ferved \yf 
the royal artillery. That it is an armament peculiarly adapted 
to the fervicc o'f the lakes in almoft every cafe that can 
happen, and pofTciHng (ingular advantages in light winds 
and calms, by covering our own veffeh or attacking thofc of 
the enemy, of which the inftance in the aftion of the xith of 
Oi^ober ftrongly evinces the truth. 

It appears to me an object very worthy your Excellency*! 
coniideration for the next campaign ; and I take the liberty 
of fubmitting to you, Sir, whether it would not be proper 
CO make a demand from England for a certain number oFthefe 
boats calculated to mount guns upon, to be fent from thencl[ 
framed fo as to be put together in Canada. 

Their being fent from England becomes neceflary, becauCr 
they can be conftruSed there with feafoned timber, fo as to 
render the boats platforms, carriages for guns, &c. &c. fufi« 
ciently ftrong for the fervice they are intended^ 

The gurt-hoats whicb were built here were of a good con- 
ftruftion, but being new timber out from the woods, were 
not buoyant on the water, coniequently not fo ufeful as could 
be wiihed, nor ftrong enough to refift the force of heavy 
guns and howitzers. The building a number of boats of 
this fort here, would alfo interfere with and retard the refit* 
(kig ^nii. fitting out the armament as it nov^, ftands for the 

O 4 ^x&jivaJ^ 
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enfuing campaign. I therefore repeat, that I thiqk guiir 
boats mould be conftru£led in England; and I am pofitivcly 
df opinion, that a certain number Jhould be ordered for this 
fervice. 

The boats upon this principle, which came from England 
this year, mud have been conftru£led by different perfons; 
they were almoft all different one from the other ; fome were 
indeed very good, others but indifferent, and two fo very 
bad that they could not, with the utmoft endeavour, be put 
together here. 

From the experience we have bad of thefe boats, and from 
the report of the officers of artillery and the gendemen of 
the navy, they are not fo perfe£); at any rate as they might and 
ought to be. 

1 have therefore directed a drawing of a gun-boat upon 
larger dimenfions, having increafed the length five feet, and 
fo on according to that proportion. 

Thefe boats fo conftru<3ed, are calulated to carry heavy 
twelve pounders, light twenty-four pounders, eight inch 
howitzers in the bow, upon Hiding carriages, on moveable 
platforms, fuch as have been made here this year, and ufed with 
jnuch fuccefs ; there may be alfo mounted upon the ftern of 
fhef^ boats two light three or fix pounders to fecure a defen- 
iive fire againft an attack during the time the gun in froiit is 
in adlion againfl an enemv. 

The conveniencv and fecurity of carrying ammunition is 
particularly attended to. The boats Cent from England tjiis 
year were remark.ible infufHcient in this particular. 

I beg further to fuggeft, that it be recommended, that if 
the navy conilruft thefe boats, it may be done at one dock- 
yard, or, if by contraft, by one perfon ; as by this means the 
timber will be all conformable to the plan, and there will be 
no difficulty in putting the boats together when they arrive in 
Canada. 

I fubmit to your Excellency'^ confideration, whether there 
fliould not be boats demanded as follows : 

For twelve pounders heavy brafs 4 

For twenty-four pounders light ditto 8 
For twelve pounders medium ditto 8 

For eight inch howitzers - 4 

24. 
T am not certain whether there are not twenty-four poun- 
ders caft upon a medium confirudlion weighing about thirty- 

'6 fi2^ 
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fix cwt. Should it be fo, I would offer to your Excellency, 
to have four fuch guns in place of the four heavy twelve 
poundets. 

The gun-carriages, platforms, iron-works, and every other 
particular neceffary to mount the guns upon the boats, to 
be fent from England. 

It will be neceflary alfo, that fome of the artillery before* 
mentioned, be fent with the boats and the ammunition required 
for the whole. I indofe a return upon that fubjeft. 

Captain Blomfield of the royal artillery, who has aAed 
during the campaign as my May>r of brigade, is perfe£tly 
^cc^uainted with the intentioos relative to thefe boats, the 
artillery for them, and their complete equipment. 

As that ofEcer is going to England, t will requeft of you. 
Sir, fhould your Excellency approve of what 1 have wrote 
pn this fubjed, to recommend, that Captain Blomfield may 
have the care of feeing and attending upon the conftruAioa 
pf thefe boats and their equipment in England. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, with the 
gre?iteft refpedl, your Excellency's moft 
obedient and moft humble fervant. 

His Excellency Genera) W. Philips, 

Carjeton, &c. &c. &c. 



Difpojition of Winter garters in Canada, 

[Received the iji of Jan. 1777, from Lieut enant-General 

Burgoyne.J 
Winter quarters for the Britifli troops, as ordered by his 
Excellency the commander in chief, Nov.i, 1776. 
Head quarters of the army. 
Montreal, 
Royal artillery. 
Twenty-ninth reginient. 
General hofpital. 
King's R. regiment New York.<^ ^The regiment emigrants, 
La China. II La Chenaye. 

La pointe Claire. | | Terre Bonne. 

St. Anne. J vRiviere du Chene. 

Brigadier-General Frafer's corps upon the fouth of the 
river St. Lawrence. 

La Praire. 
Longueiiil. 
Bouchervillet 
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Varrcnes et Ifle Thercfe. 
Vercherres et Ifle Boucharet. 
Contre Cccur. 
Grand St. Ourr. 

Firft brigade commanded by Brigadicr-GcHcral PowdL 
Upon the river Sorely 
Left of the brigade j 
Thirty-firft and fifty- third regiments. 
Chambly. 
Bellociul. 
St. Charles. 
St. Denys. 
St. Antoine. 
St. Ours. 
Sorel.- 
Upon the river St. Lawrence and diftriA of Montreal, 
Right of the brigade ; 
Forty-fcvenih and ninth regiments* 
Ifle Jefus. 
Riviere des Praires. 
Saut de Recolet. 
St. Genevie\^e. 
St. Laurent. 

Second brigade commanded by Brigadier-General Hamilton. 
Left of the brigade. 
Thirty- fourth and fixty-fecond regiments* 
Qiicbec 

Dlftrift of Qrjebec. 
Right of the brigade. 
Twenty-firft and twentieth regiments. 
Ifle aux Noix. 
St, John. 

Thoughts for conrluSfing the War from the Side cfCanzdz. 
By Lieutcnant-General Burgoync* 

When the laft (hips came from Quebec, a report prevailed 
in Canada, fald to have been founded upon poiitive evidence, 
that the rebels had laid the keels of feveral large vefiels at 
Sheenborough and Ticonderoga, and were refolved to exert 
their utmoft powers^ to con(lru<^ a new and formidable fleet 
during the winter. 

I will not, however, give credit to their exertions, in fuch 
a degree as to imagine the King's troops will be prevented 

3 ^^S&CD^ 
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paffing Lake Champlain early in i;he (ummer, but will fup« 
pofe the operations of the army to begin firotn Crown Point, 

But as the prefent means to form eiFedliial plans is, to lay 
down every poHible difficulty, I wijil Aippofe the enemy ia 
great force at Ticortderoga ; the different works there arc 
capable of admitting twelve thoufand men. 

i will fuppofe him alfo to occupy Lake George with a con* 
fiderable naval ftrength, in order to fecure his retreat, and 
afterwards to retard the campaign ; and it is natural to ex- 
pcQiy that he will take meafures to block up the roads from 
Ticonderoga to Albany by the way of Sheenborough, by for-^ 
tifying the ftrohg ground at different places, and thereby 
obliging the King's army to carry a. weight of artillery with 
it, and by felling trees, breaking bridges, and other obvious 
impediments, to delay, though he^fhould not have power or 
fpirit finally to refift, its progrefe. 

The enemy thus difpofed upon the fide of Canada, it is to 
be confidered what troops will be neccffary, and what difpo* 
fition of them will be mod proper to profecvte the campaign 
with vigour and effeft. 

I humbly conceive the operating army (I mean exclufively- 
of the troops left for the fecurity of Canada) ought not to 
confift of lefs thain 8,0CX) regulars, rank and file. The artiU 
lery required in the memorandums of General Carleton, a 
corps of watermen, 2,000 Canadians, including hatchet-mea 
and other workmen, and 1,000 or more favages. 

It is to be hoped that the reinforcement and the victualling 
(hips may all be ready to fail from the channel and from 
Cork on the Ufl: day of March. I am peffuaded that to fail 
with a fleet of tranfports earlier, is to fubjedl government to 
lofs and difappointment. It may reafonably be expelled that 
they will reach Quebec before the 20th of May, a period in 
full time for opening the campaign. The roads and the rivers 
and lakes, by the melting and running off of the fnows, are 
in common years impra6l:icable.fooner. 

But as the weather long befpre that time will probably 
have admitted of labour in the docks, I will take fur granted 
that the fleet of laft year, as well batteaux as armed veffels, 
will be found repaired, augmented, and fit for immediate fer- 
vice. The magazines that remain of provifion, I believe 
them not to be abundant, will probably be formed at Montieal, 
Sorel, and Chamblee. 

I conceive the firft bufinefs for thofe entrufted with the 
chief powers, fliould be to fde^l and poft the troops deftined 
to remain in Canada^ to throw up ll^t i«iXkU\^ %.ca^% ^xA 
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provifion with all poflible difpatch, in which fervice ths above* 
mentioned troops, if properly pofteJ, will greatly aflifl: 5 and 
to draw the army deftincd for operation to cantonmefits, 
within as few days march of St, John as conveniently may 
be. I fhouid prefer cantonments at that fcafon of the year 
to encampment, as the ground is very damp and confequentiv 
very pernicious to the men, and more tfpecially as they will 
have been for many months before ufcd to lodgings, healed 
with ftoves, or between decks in (hips ; all thefe operations 
may be put in motion together, but ihey feverally require 
fome obfervation. 

I (hould wifh that the troops left in Canada, fuppodng die 
number mentioned in my former memorandum to be approved^ 
might be made as follows : 

Rank & File. 
The 31ft regiment, Britifli, exclufive of their ' 

light company of grenadiers - - 448 

Maclean's corps - . ^ goo 

The 29th regiment - - - 448 . 

The ten additional companies from Great Bri- 
tain - - - - 560 
Brunfwic and Hefle Hanau to be taken by de- 
tachments or complete corps, as Major-Ge- 
neral Reidefel fhall recommend, leaving the 
grenadiers, light infantry, and dragoons com- 
plete -..-.. 5^0 
Detachments from the other Briti(h brigades, 
leaving the grenadier? and light infantry com- 
plete, and fquaring the battalions equally 6co 

3»oc6 

My reafon for fclefting the 31ft: regiment for this duty is, 
that V hen 1 faw it laft it wa^ not equally in order with the 
other regiments for fervices of activity. 

I propofe the 29th regiment as it is not at prefent brigaded^ 

1 propofe Maclean's corps, becaufe I very much apprehend 
dcfertion from fuch parts of it as are compofed of Americans 
fhouid they come near the enemy. 

In Canada, whatfoever may be their difpofition, it is not fo 
cafy to efFecEl it. 

And I propofe making up the refidue by detachment, be- 
caufe by fclcfting the mt-n Icaft calculated for fatigue or leafl: 
accuftomed to it, which may be equally good foldiers in 
more confined movements and better prpvidcd fituations, the 
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effe£live flrength for operation is much greater and the deren* 
five ftrength not impaired. 

. I muft beg leave to ftate the expeditious conveyance of 
provifion and ftores from Quebec, and the feveral other depo^ 
fitaries,' in *or(icr to form ample magazines at Crown Point, 
as one of the moft important operations of the campaign, be- 
caufe it is upon that vi^hich moft of the reft will depend. If 
failing veflels up the St. Lawrence are alone to be employed, 
the accident of contrary winds may delay them two months 
before they pafs the Rapids of Richlieu and afterwards St. 
Peter's Lake j delays to that extent are not uncommon, and 
they are only to be obviated by having a quantity of fmall 
craft in readincfe to work with oars. From the mouth of 
the Sorrel to Chamblee, rowing and tacking is a fure con* 
veyance if fufficient hands are found. From Chamblee to 
St.Therefe fwhich is juft above the Rapids) land-carriage 
muft be ufed, and great authority will be requifite to fupply 
the quantity neceflary. 

A bufinefs thus complicated in arrangement, in fome parts 
unufual in praftice, and in others perhaps difficult, can only 
be carried to the defired effedi by the peremptory powers, 
warm zeal, and confonant opinion of the governor; and though 
the former are not to be doubted, a failure in the latter, vin- 
dicated or feeming to be vindicated by the plaufible obftruc- 
tions that will not fail to be fuggefted by others, will be fuf- 
ficient to crufh fuch exertions, as an officer, of a fanguine 
temper, entrufted with the future conduct of the campaign, 
and whofe perfonal intereft and fame, therefore, confequea- 
tially depend upon a timely outfet, would be led to make. 

The affembly of the favages and the Canadians will alfo 
entirely depend upon the governor. 

Under thefe confiderations it is prefumed, that the general 
officer employed to proceed with the army will be held to be 
out of the reach of any poffible blame till he is clear jDf the 
province of Canada, and t'urnifhed with the propofed fupplies. 

The navigation of Lake Champlain, fecured by the fupe- 
riority of our naval force, and the arrangements for forming 
proper magazines fo eftablifhed as to make the execution cer- 
tain, I would not lofe a day to take pofTeffion of Crown 
Point with Brigadier Frafer's corps, a large body of favages, 
a body of Canadians, both for fcouts and works, and the beft 
of our engineers and artificers well fupplied with intrenching 
tools. 

The brigade would be fufficient to prevent infult during 
^hc time neceflary for colleding th^ ftote^^ ^qxksCvw^ts^^- 
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zineS) and fortifying the pofts ; all which fhould be done to 
a certain degree, previous to proceeding in force to Ticonde- 
roga ; to fuch a degree I mean as may be fuppofed to be 
emfted in time of tranfporting artillery, preparing fiifcines^ 
and other heceflaries for artillery operations ; and by keeping 
the reft of the army back during that period, the tranfport of 
provifions will be leflencd, and the foldiers made of ufe in for- 
warding the convoys. 

But though there would be only one brigade at Crown 
Point at that time, it does not follow that the enemy (hould 
remain in a ftate of tranquillity. Corps of favages, fupported 
by detachments of light regulars, (hould be continually on 
foot to keep them in alarm, and within their works to cover 
the reconnoitering of general officers' and engineers, and to 
obtain the beft intelligence of their ftrength, poiition^ and 
defign. 

If due exertion is made in the preparations ftated above, 
it oiay be hoped, that Ticonderoga will be reduced early in 
the fummer, and it will then become a more proper place for 
arms than Crown Point. 

The next meafure muft depend upon ihofc taken by the 
enemy, and upon the general plan of the campaign as con- 
certed at home. If it be determined that General Howe's 
whole forces fhould ac^ upon Hudfon*s river and to the foutfa- 
ward of it, and that the only objeft of the Canada army 
he to effc^ a junflion with that force, the immediate poffcf- 
fion of Lake George would be of great confequence, as the 
rooft expeditious and m 'ft commodious route to Albany i 
and (hould the enemy be in force upon that lake, which is 
▼cry probable, every effort (hould be tried by throwing fava?- 
ges and light troops round it, to oblige them to quit it with- 
out waiting for naval preparations. Should thofe efforts fail,* 
the route by South Bay and Sheenborough might be attempt- 
ed, but confiderable difficulties may be expefted, as the nar- 
row parts of the river may be eafily choaked up and rendered 
impafTiibJe, and at beft there will be ncceflity for a great deal 
of land carriage for the artillery, provifion, &c. which can 
only be fupplied from Canada. In cafe of fuccefs alfo by 
that route, and the enemy not removed from Lake George, ic 
will be necefTary to leave a chain of pofts, as the army pro- 
ceeds for tlie fecurities of your comnrmnication, which may 
too much weaken fo fmall an army. 

Left all thefe attempts (hould unavoidably fail, and it be- 
come indifpenfably nece(rary to attack the enemy by water 
tpoa hake George, the army at theouifex ftvould be provided 
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Mrith carriages, inplcments, and artificers, for conveying 
armed veflels from Ticouderoga to the lalce. . 

Thefe ideas are formed upon the Atppofition, that it be the 
fole purpofes of the Canada army to efFe£i: a juodlion with 
General Howe, or after co-operating fo far as to get pofieffion 
of Albany and open, the communication to New York, ta 
remain upon the Hudfon's river, and thereby enable that 
general to ad with his whole force to the fouthward. 

But fhould the ftrength of the main American army be 
iuch as to admit of the corps of troops now at Rhode Iflaod, 
remaining there during the winter, and a£):ing feparately in 
the fpring, it may be highly worthy confideratton, whether 
the moft important purpofe to which the Canada army could 
be employed, fuppofing it in pofieffion of Ticonderoga, would 
aot be to gain the Conne£lic4it river. 

The extent of country from Ticonderoga to the inhabited 
country upon that river, oppofite to Charles Town, is about 
fixty miles, and though to convey artillery and provifion fo far 
by land would be attended with difficulties, perhaps more than 
thofe above fuggeft^d, upon a progrefs to Sheenborough, fboukl 
the obje£l appear worthy, it is to be hoped refources might be 
found ; in thats cafe, it would be advifeable to fortify with 
one or two ftrong redoubts the heights oppoilte to* Charl^ 
Town, and eftabiifli/pofls of favages upon the pailage from 
Ticonderoga to thofe heights, to preferve the communication, 
and at the fame time prevent any attempt from the country 
above Charles Town, which is very populous, from molefting 
the rear or interrupting the convoys of fupply, while tho 
army proceeded down the Connedicut. Should the jundion 
between the Canada and Rhode Ifland armies be efFeded 
upon the Connedicut, it is not too (anguine an expedation 
that alLthe New England provinces will be reduced by their 
operations. 

To avoid breaking in upon other matter, I omitted in the 
beginning of thefe papers to ftate the idea of an expedition at 
the outfet of the campaign by the Lake Ontario and Ofwego 
to the Mohawk river, which, as a diverfion to facilitate every 
propofed operation, would be' highly defirable, provided the 
army fhould be reinforced fufficiently to afford it. 

It may at firft appear, from a view of the prefent ftrength 
of the army, that it may bear the fort of detachment propdfed 
by myfclf lafl year for this purpofe ; but it is to be con- 
fidered, that at that time the utmoft objcvSl of the campaign, 
from the advanced feafon and unavoidable delay of prepara-- 
tion for the lakes, being the redi^ioaof Cxo^w^civox-^'cA. 
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Ticonderoga, unlefs the fuccefs of my expedition had opened 
the road to Albany, no greater numbers were neceflary than 
for thoie iirft operations. The cafe in the prefent year dif- 
fers ; becaufe the fcafon of the year affording a profped oF 
yery extenfive operation, and confequently the eftabliQiment 
of many pofts patroles, &c. will become neceflary. The 
army ought to be in a ftate of numbers to bsar thofe drains, 
and flill remain fufficient to attack any thing that probably 
can be oppofed to it. 

Nor, to argue from probability, is fo much force neceflary 
for this diverhon this year as was required for the laft ; be- 
caufe we then knew that General Schuyler, with a thoufand 
men, was fortified upon the Mohawk, When the different 
fituations of things are confidered, viz. the progrefs of General 
Howe, the early invafion from Canada, the threatening of 
the Connecticut from Rhode-Ifland, &c. it is not to be 
imagined that any detachment of fuch force as that of Schuy- 
ler can be fupplied by the enemy for the Mohawk. I would 
not therefore propofe it of more (and I have great diffidence 
whether fo mi:ch can be prudently afforded) than Sir John 
Johnfon's corps, an hundred Britifh from thefecond brigade, 
and an hundred more from the 8th regiment, with four pieces 
of the lightefl artillery, and a body of favages ; Sir John 
Johnfon to be with a detachment in perfon, and an able field 
officer to comnxand it. I ihould wiih Lieutenat-Colonel St. 
Leger for that employment. 

1 particularize the fecond brigade, becaufe the firfl is pro- 
pofed to be dimini/hed by the 31(1 regiment remaining in 
Canada, and the refl of the regiment drafted for the expe- 
dition being made alfo part of the Canada force, the two 
brigades will be exactly fquared. 

Should it appear, upon examination of the really efFe£live 
numbers of the Canada army, that the force is not fufficient 
for proceeding upon the above ideas with a. fair profpedt of 
fuccefs, the alternative remains of embarking the army at 
Quebec, in order to efFeft a junftion with General Howe by 
fea, or to be employed feparately to co-operate with the main 
deiigns, by fuch means as fhould be within their flrength 
upon other parts of the continent. And though the army,' 
upon examination of the numbers from the returns here, and 
the reinforcements dcfigned, (hould appear adequate, it is 
humbly fubmitted, as a fecurity againft the poffibility of its 
remaining inadlive, whether it might not be expedient to 
entruft the latitude of embarking the army by fea to the com- 
mander 
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mander in chief, provided any accidents during the winter, 
and unknown here, (hould have diminiihed the numbers con- 
fiderably ; or that the enemy, from any winter Aiccefs to the 
(buthward, fliould have been able to draw fuch forces towards 
the frontiers of Canada, and take up their ground with fuch 
precaution as to render the intended meafiire impraAicable or 
too hazardous. But in that cafe it muft be confidered tha(t 
more ibrce would be required to be left behind for the fecurity 
of Canada, than is fappofed to be neceflary when an army is 
beyond the lakes ; and I do not conceive any expedition from 
the feacan be fo formidable to the enemy, or fo elfedlual to 
clofe the war, as an invafion from Canada by Ticonderoga. 
This taft meafure ought not to be thought of, but upon poii- 
tive convnSnon of its neceffity. 

Hertfard'Jkeit^ J. BuiRGOYNB. 

/^r^*28lb) 1777. 



Extras ^ a JLitter from Lord George Gcrm^ine to General 
Carleton, dated Whitehall, 26th March, 1777. 

MY letter of the 22d of Augnft, 1776, was intrufted to 
the care of Captain Le Maitre, one of your aid -de- camps ^ 
after having been three times in the Gulph of St. Laurence 
he had the mortification to find it impof&ble to make his paf- 
fage to Quebec, and therefore returned to England with my 
difpatch ; which, though it was prevented by that accident 
from reaching yo\xt hands in due time, I neverthelefs think 
proper to tranlmit to you by this earlieft opportunity. 

You will be informed, by -the contents thereof, that as foon 
as you (hould have driven the rebel forces from the frontiers 
of Canada, it was his Majefty's pleafure that you fbould re* 
turn to Quebec, and take with you fuch part of your army 
as in your judgment and difcretion appeared fufficient for the 
defience of the province ; that you (hould detach Lieutenant 
General Bargoyne, or fuch other officer as you (hould think 
moik proper. With the renuinder of the troops, and dired the 
officer fo detached to proceed with all po(fib]e expedition to 
join General Howe, and to put himfelf under his command. 

With a view dl quelling the rebellion as foon as poffible, it 
lis beconie highly necefiary that the moft fpeedy junction of 
the two armies would be effected ; and therefore, as the fecu- 
rity and good government of Canada abfolutdy require your 
prefence there, it is the King^s determination to leave about 
3000 men vndcr your comnoand, for the defence nnd dMxk.% 
. Voi.VIJ. P ^^ 
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of that province, and to employ the remainJer of your army 
upon two expeditions, the one under the tommand of Lieu- 
tenant General Burgoyne, who is to force his way to Alhamry 
and the other under the command of Lieutenant ColondL Sit. 
Leger, who is to make a diveriion on the Mohawk river. 

As this plan cannot be advantageoufly executed without 
the affiftance of Canadians and Indians, his Majefty ftrongly 
recommends it to your care, to furniih b«th expeditions with 
good and fufficient bodies of thofe men ; and I am happy in 
knowing that your influence among them is fo great^ that 
there can be no room to •apprehend you will find it difficult to 
fulfil his Majefly's expedations. 

In order that no time may be lofl in entering upon thefe 
important undertakings. General Burgoyne has received orders 
to fall forthwith for C^ebec ; and that the intended operations 
may be maturely conlidered, and afterwards carried on in fuch 
a manner as is moft likely to be followed bv fuccefs^ he is di- 
reSed to confult with you upon the fubje^t, and to form and 
adjuft the plan as you both (hall think moQ conducive to his 
Majefly's fervice. 

. I am aifo to acquaint you, that as foon as you fhall have 
fully regulated every thing relative to thefe expeditiotis» (and 
the King relies upon your zeal, that you will be as expeditious 
as the nature of the bufinefs will admit), it is his Majefty's 
pleafure that you detain, for the Canada fervice. 
The 8th regiment, deducing loo for the expedition to 

the Mohawk, - - - • 460 

Battalion companies of the 29th and 31ft regiments, • 896 
Battalion companies of the 34th, deducing ico for the 

expedition to the Mohawk, ... ^48 
Eleven additional companies from Great Britain, • 616 
Detachments from the two brigades, - . too 

Detachments from the German troops, - « 650 

Royal Highland emigrants, - • • ^00 

3770 

You will naturally conclude that this allotment for Canada 
has not been made without properly weighing the feveral duties 
which are likely to be required. His Majefly has not only 
coniidered the feveral garrifons and pofls which probably it 
may be neceflary for you to take, viz. Quebec, Chaudliere, 
the difafFeded parifhes of Point Levi, Montreal, and pofls be- 
tween that town and Ofwegatchie, Trois Revieres, St. John's, 
Sele aux Noix, La Prairie, Vergere, and fome other towns ' 
upon the fouth fhore of St. Laurence, oppofite the iflc of Mon- 

tctals 
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treal, with pofts •f communication to St. John's; but he hath 
alfo refle£ted that the feverai operations which will be carrying 
pn in different parts of America muft neceflarily confine the 
attention of the rebels to the refpedive fcenes of adtion, and 
fecure Canada from external attacks, and that the internal 
quiet which at prefent prevails is not likely to be interrupted, 
or if interrupted, will foon be reflored by your influence over 
the inhabitants ; he therefore trufls that 3000 men will be 
quite fufHcieiit to anfwer every poffible demands 

It is likewife his Majefly's pleafure that you put under the 
command of Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
The grenadiers and light infantry of the army, (except 
of the 8th regiment and the 24th regiment) as the 
advanced corps under the command of Brigadier 
General Frafer, .- - - 1568 

Firft brigade, battalion companies of the 9th, 21ft, and 
47th regiments, deducing a detachment of 50 from 
each corps, to remain in Canada, - - 1 194 

Second brigade, battalion companies of the 20th, 53d, 
and 62d regiments, deducing 50 from each corps to 
remain as above, - • - 1194 

All the German troops, except the Hanau chafTeurs, 

and a detachment of 650, - • -32x7 

The artillery, except fuch parts as (hall be necefTary for 
the defence of Canada, ■ ' 1 

7173 

. Together with as many Canadians and Indians as may be 
thought necefTarv for this fervice s and after havin? furniihed 
him in the fulleft and completeft manner with artillery, ftores, 
provifions, and every other article neceflary for his expedition, 
and fecured to him every affiftance which it is in your powejr 
to afford and procure, you are to give him orders to pafs Lake 
Champlatn, and from thence, by the moft vigorous exertion 
of the force under his command, to proceed with all expedi- 
tion to Albany, and put himfelf under the command of Sir 
William Howe, 

From the King's knowledge of the great preparations made 
by you laft year to fecure the command of the lakes, and 
your attention to this part of the fdrvice during the winter, 
his Majefly is led to expe£l that every thing will be ready for 
General Burgovne's paf&ng the lakes by the time you and he 
ihall have adjufted the plan of the expedition. 

It is the lung's further pl^fure that you put under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel St. Legec 
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Detachment from the 8th regiment. 

Detachment from the 34th regiment. 

Sir John Johnfon's regiment of New York, 

•Hanau chaffeurs, - - . 

67s 
Together with a fufficient number of Canadians and Indians ; 
and after having furniflied him with prc^r artillery, ftores, 
provifions, and every other necefiary article for his expedition, 
and fecured to him every affiftance in your power to afford 
and procure, you are to give him orders to proceed forthwith 
to and down the Mohawk river to Albany, and put himfelf 
under the command of Sir William Howe. 

I (hall write to Sir William Howe from hence by the firft 
packet ; but you will neverthelefs endeavour to give him the 
earlieft intelligence of this meafure, and alfo dired Lieutenant 
General Burgoyne and Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger to neg'- 
IcA no opportunity of doing the fame, that they nnay receive 
jnftru£lio]is from Sir William Howe. You will, at the fiime 
time, inform them, that, until they ihall have received -orders 
from Sir William Howe, it is his Majeftv's pleafure that they 
a£l as exigencies may require, and in iuch manner as tbej 
(ball judge moft proper for making an impreffion on the rebels, 
and bringing them to obedience ; but that, in fo doins;, diey 
muft never lofe view of their intended jundlions with Sir Wil- 
liam Howe as their principal obje£h. 

In cafe Lieutenant General Burgoyne, or Lieutenant Colo- 
nel St. Leger, fhould happen to die, or be rendered, through 
illnefs, incapable of executing thofe great trufts, you areio 
nominate to their refpc£iive commands, fuch officer or ofiicers 
as you fhall think beft qualified to fupply the place of thofe 
whom his Majcfty has in his wifdom at prefent appointed tti 
conduct thefe expeditions. 



Extras of a Letter from the Honour alU Sir William Howe t» 
Lord GcoTgt Germsiincjdated^ew York, 2rf April, 1777. 

[ Received 8th May. ] 

YOUR Lordfliip will receive inclofed a copy of my letter 
to Sir Guy Carlcton, which goes in a few days by a frigate 
convoying Sir John Johnfon, Lieutenant Cobnd Macleane, 
and feveral officers^ both firitiih and Canadians, lately re- 
turned 
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turned from dieir captivity^ together with a few recruits for 
the feveral' corp» in Canada. 

Copy of a Letter from General Sir William Howe, to General 
Ssr Guy CarTeton, dated Hew York, yb April, 1777. 

I In Sir William Hovre*s rf 2d Jprilj 1777.] 

Sir, 
HAVING but little expeftation that! fhall be able, from 
the want of fufflcient ftrength in this army, to detach a corps 
in the beginning of the campaign to a£l up Hudfon's river, 
confiilent with the operations already determined upon, ,the 
force your Excellency may deem expedient to advance beyond 

!ronr' frontiers, after taking Ticonderoga, will, I fear, have 
ittle affiilance from hence to facilitate their approach; and as 
I (hall probably be in Penfylvania when that corps is ready to 
advance into this province, it will not be in my power to com- 
municate with the officer commanding it fo foon as I could 
wifli ; he muft therefore purfue fuch mcafures as may from ' 
circumftances be judged moft conducive to the advancement 
of his Majefty*s (ervice, confiftently with your Excellency's 
orders for his conduft. 

The pofleffion of Ticonderoga will naturally be the firft 
objeft ; and without prefuming to point out to your Excel- 
lency the advantages that muft arife by fecuring Albany and 
the adjacent country, I conclude they will engage the next 
attention ; but, omitting others, give me leave to fiiggeft, that 
this fituation will open a free intercourfe with the Indians, 
without which we are to expe£i: little affiftance from them on 
this fide. 

The further progrefs of this corps depending fo much upon 
the enemy's movements, cannot be forefeen at this diftance 
of time ; ftill I flatter myfelf, and have reafon to expert, the 
friends of government iii that part of the country will be 
found fo numerous, and fo ready to give every aid and a/lift, 
ance in their power, thatit will prove nfo difficult ta.(k to re- 
duce the more rebellious parts of the province. In the mean 
while I fhall endeavour to have a corps upon the lower part 
of Hudfon's river, fufficient to open the communication for 
fhipping through the Highlands, at prefent obftrufled by fe- 
veral forts ercaed by the rebelsfor that purpofc; which corps 
may afterwards zSt in favour of the northern army, . 

P 3 Major 
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Major Edmeftone of the 48th regiment having been long 
detained a prifoner at Albany, and having procured leave to 
come here to negotiate his exchange, I have fent him back 
mrith direftions to inform Mr. Schuyler, that if he permits bim 
to go to Canada, I (ball releafe a Major in^ exchange. Hq 
has information of too delicate a nature to commit to paper^ 
and of the utmoft importance in favour of the northern army 
advancing to Albany, which, I truft, he will find fome means 
of communicating, even though he (hould not obtain'leave to 
go to Canada in perfon. 

I beg your Excellency may be pleafed to favour me widi 
the earlieil intelligence of your movements, and flatter mvfelf 
^ome method will be found of conveying it immediately to 
New York. 

With my moft earnefl wifhes for your health and fuccefsi 
I have the honour to be, &c* 

W, Howe. 



Extras of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord George 
Uermainey dated Quebec, the gth May, 1777, 

[ Received %d July, ] 

I RECEIVED by Captain Le Maitre, who arrived here 
with General Burgoyne in the Apollo, the 6th inftant, your 
Lordihip's feveral difpatches from No. 3 to 7, indufive, your 
feparate letter of 26ch March laft, and the others from Ko. 9 
to 16, inclufive, with the annexed papers. 

Extras of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord Georgo 
Uermaihe, dated Quebec, 26th June, 1777, 

[Received ^d Auguft. ] 

I ACQUAINTED your Lordfhip, In my letter. No. 19, 
that the troops ordered to be detached from the army in Ca- 
nada, to ferve upon expeditions under Lieutenant General 
Burgoyne, and Lieutenant Colonel St. Leger, had been im-p 
mediately put under their refpedlive commands. Lieutenant 
General Burgoyne proceeded on the fervice allotted to him 
by your Lordfhip about the 17th inftant, having fent on part 
of his army fpme time before, and the laft of it left St. John's 

ilboitt 
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about the 20th. Major General Phillips fcrvcs upon this ex- 
peditioni and I have the Tatisfaflion of being able ta aflure 
you, that all the troops, as well foreijgn as national, are in 
high health and good difcipline. 

This army has been joined by the Indians of St. Regis, Sault 
St. Louis, Lake of the Two Mountain^, and St. Francis, and 
the Hurops are immediately to follow ; the whole of, which 
Indians amount to about 500 warrior^. But it is neceflary 
to obferve, that there is always an uncertainty as to the force 
of the Indians, parties being continually leaving them, and re- 
turning, as their humour leads them. 

By accounts from Michillimakinac I learn, that all the 
wefiern nations are deflrous of coming down, and that the 
difficulty is to prevent the number pf them from being fo 
great as to caufe diftrefs to his Majefty's fervice. One body, 
confifting of 120, are juft arrived (^art of thofc I ordered 
laftyear)^ they will follow GeheralBurgoyne as faft as poflible. 

Having ■ learnt, bv intelligence from the frontiers of this 
province, that confiderable numbers of loyal inhabiunts were 
waiting for thq approach of the army, to furnifli them with 
opportunities of efcaping from among their rebellious neigh«- 
bpurs, and that they will take arms, I have made out blank 
commiffions, and delivered them to General fiurgoyne, to 
form two corps, as he (hall find occafion; wifliing to make 
up as far as I am able for his want of powers, and that in 
fome degree he may avail himfelf of a favourable difpofition in 
thofe people, and turn it tp public utility immediately, left the 
favourable moment fhould be loft in delay. 

Lieutenant Colonel St, Leger has likewife begun his^ move- 
ments, taking with him the detachment of the 34th and the 
royal regiment of New York, which is increafcd to about 300 
men, and a company of Canadians. He will be joined by 
the detachment of the ^th, and the Indians of the Six Na- 
tions, with the Mifefages, as he proceeds; abo^it 100 of the 
Hanau chafTeurs have nnce arrived, and th^y. are. on their y^siy 
to join him. 

That your I^ord(hip may be more particularly informed of 
all tbefe matters, I tranfmit the orders which I have iil'ued on 
this occafion, together with copies of all letters worth your 
notice, which have pafled between Lieutenant General Bur- 
goyne. Major General Phillips, and me, on the fubjeft of the 
arrangement they have thought proper to propofej a lift of 
which papers is herewith inclofed. 

P 4 C^^l 
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Ofpj of a Letter from Sir Guv Carle ton to Lleutenant^Generdl 
Burgoyne, dated Montrealy June fo, 1777- 

[In Sir Guy Carleton's, June a6, 1777.] 

Sir, 

ALTHOUGH I have communicated to you every thing 
I was made acquainted with relative to your and Lieutenant 
Colonel St. Leger's expeditions, I cannot let you depart with- 
out giving you all the orders concerning them, in the manner 
they are contained in Lord George Germaine's letter of the 
26th of March, 1777, for your further guidance and inftnic- 
tion, an extra£i: from which letter is herewith incloTed. And 
I inclofe you extradls of two letters from Lord Barrington, 
the one refpe&ing the brigadiers, the other the recruits of the. 
33d regiment going under your command. 

I alfo inclofe for your private information, a copy of, a let- 
ter which I have received from General Sir William Howe, 
wifhing you a happy and fuccefsful campaign. 
I am, &c» 



Lieutenant-General Burgoyne. 



G.C, 



ExtraSl of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Bui^oyne t9 Lord 
George Germaine, dated Campy on the River oovitp^tt, mar 
Lake Champlain, June 22, 1777. 

OPERATIONS of confequence being fo near, I (hould 
have poftponed this difpatch, but that I was unwilling to 
omit the immediate opportunity that offers of conveying 
to your Lord(hip intelligence fo fatisfa£tory, as I ims^ine 
will be that of the general cordiality of the Indians. Five 
hundred of thofe of the neareft nations arrived pun^ally at 
the rendezvous I had fixed for them, &c. larger numbers are 
daily expected. I met them yefterday in congrefs, and I 
inclofe to your Lordfiiip the fubilance of what palled. I 
gave them the war-feaft according to their cuftom in the 
evening, and this morning a confiderable detachment are 
gone forth, fupported by regular light infantry, to break in 
upon the enemy's convoys and communications from the fide 
of Connefticut, and to cover the reconnoitering of the 
country on the other fide Ticonderoga, towards South Bay^ 
which is the route I imagine they mean to retreat by, when 

Ticont 
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Ticonderoga (hall be forced ; a plaa that I ihall endeavour 
to difconcert) as well as that of retreating- b^ Lake George. 
Should they try to- pafs crofs^ the Green- Mountains ta Con- 
nedicut River, Khould hope they would be much expofed' 
to my purfuit. I have taken tho occaiion of the above de<> 
tachment to difperfc a manifefto, a copy of which I herewith 
indofe. 

Suhftance $f. the Speech of LieuUnanUGeneral Burgoyne to the 
Indians in Cbngjrejs^ at, the Camp upon the River l&o\is\^tt^ 
June %iy 1777,. and their Jnfwer. 

[In Lieutenant' General Burg^6ynt% June 22, 1777.] 

Chiefs anit Warriors, 

THE great King, our common father, and' the- patron of 
all who feek and deferve his prote£tion, has confidered with 
fatisfa(Stion the general condu^ of the Indian tribes from the 
beginning of the troubles in America. Too fagacious and 
too faithftil to be deluded or corrupted, they have obferved 
the violated rights of the parental power they love, and 
burned to vindicate them. A few individuals alone, the 
refufe of a fmall tribe, at the firft were led aflray, and the 
mifreprefentations, the fpecious allurements, the infidious pro- 
mifes, and diveriified plots, in which the rebels are exercifed, 
and all of which diey employed for that efleiSi:^ have ferved 
only in the end to enhance the honour of the tribes in general, 
by demonftrating to the world how few and how contemptible 
. ^re the apoftates* It is a truth known to you all, that^ thefe 
pitiful examples excepted, and they probably have before this 
day hid their faces in (hame, the colle^ve voices and hands 
of the Indian tribes over this vaft continent are on the fide- of 
jufiice, of law, and of the King. ' 

The reftraint you have put upon your refentment in wait- 
ing the King your father's call to arms, the hardeft proof, I 
am perfuaded, to which your affedion could have been put, 
is another mahifeft and afFeded mark of your adherence to 
that principle of connexion to which you were always fond to 
allude, and which it is mutually the joy and the duty of the 
parent to cherifh. 

The clemency of your father has been abufed, the ofFers 
of his mercy have been defpjfed, and his farther patience 
would, in his eyes, become culpable, in as much as it would 
withhold rcdreft from the moft grievous opprcffions in the 



2iS PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

provinces that ever difgraced the hiftory of mankind. It 
therefore remains for me, the General of one of his Majcft/a 
armies, and in this council his reprefentative, to rdeafe you 
from thofe bonds which your obedience impofed.— Warriors, 
jou are free— Go forth in might of your valour and your caufej 
flrike at the common enemies of Great Britain and America 
«— difturbers of public order, peace, and happinefs-— de^royera 
of commerce, parricides of the ftate. 

The circle round you, the Chiefs of his Majefty's Eu- 
ropean forces, and of the Princes his allies, efteem you as 
brothers in the war ; emulous in glory and in friendflup, we 
will endeavour reciprocally to give and to receive examples; 
we know how to value, and we will ftrive to imitate vour per- 
feveranpe in enterprize, and your conftancy to refitc hunger, 
wearinefs, and pain. Be it our tafk, from the di^tes of our 
religion, the laws of our warfare, and the principles and in- 
tereit of our policy, to regulate your paiEons when they 
overbear, to point out where it is nobler to fpare than to re- 
venge, to difcriminate degrees of guilt, to fulpend the uplifted 
firoke, to chaftife, and not to deftroy. 

This war to you, my friends, is new ; upon all former oe- 
cafions in taking the field you held yourfelves authorifed to 
deftroy wherever you came, becaufe every where yoii found 
an enemy. The cafe is now very different. 

The King has many faithful fubje^ difperfed in the pro;-' 
vinces, confequently you have many brothers there ; and thefe 
people are the more to be pitied that they are perfecuted or 
imprifoned wherever they are difcovered, or fufpeded ; and to 
diiTemble, is, to a generous minj, a yet n^ore grievous 
punifhment. 

Perfuaded that your magnanimity of charader, joined to 
your principles of affe£tion to the King, will give mt fuller 
control over your minds than the military rank with which 
I am invefted, I enjoin your moft ferious attention to the rules 
which I hereby proclaim for your invariable obfervation dur* 
ing the campaign. 

I pofitively forbid bloodfhed when you are hot oppofed in 
arms. 

Aged men, women, children, and prifoners, muft be held 
facred from the knife or hatcher, even in. the time of a&ual 
conflict. 

You (hall receive compenfation for the prifoners you Uikc^ 
but you (ball be called to account for fcalps. 

In conformity and indulgence to your cuftoms, which 

have 
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have affixed an idea of honour to fuch badges of vidory, voa 
fiiall be allovi^ to take the fcalps of die dead, when killea bf 
jour fire»^ and in fair oppofition; but on no account, or pre* 
tence, or fubtlety, or prevarication, are thev to be taken from 
the wounded, or even dying; and ftill lefs pardonable, if 
poffible, will it be held, to kill men in that condition, on pur« 
pofe, and upon a fuppofition, that this prote6lioi> to die 
wounded would be thereby evaded. 

Bafe lurking aflfaffins, incendiaries, ravagers,^ and plun- 
derers of the country, to whatever army they may belong, 
fliall be treated with lefs rcferve ; but the latitude muft be 
given you by order, and X muft be die judge of the occalion. 

Should the enemy, on their p^rt, dare tp countenance ads 
of barbarity towards thofe who may fall into their hands, it 
fliall be yours alfo to retaliate ; but till feverity fhall be thus 
compelled, bear immoveable in your hearts this folid maxim^ 
it cannot be too deeply imprefTed, that the great eilential re« 
ward, worthy fervice of your alliance, the fUicerity of your 
zeal to the Kine your fether, and never-failing protestor, 
will be ex^mine^ and judged upon the teft only of your 
ileady and uniform adherence to the orders and counfels of 
thofe to whom his Majefty has entrufted the diredHon ^^ 
the honour of his arms. 

^njwerfrcm an old Chief of the Iroijiiois. 

I ftand up, in thp name of all the nations prefent, to afTure 
our father, that we have, attentively liftened to his difcourfe. 
We receive you as our father, becaufe, when you fpeak, wc 
bear the voice of our great father beyond the great lake. 

We rejoice in the approbation you have expreiTed of our 
behaviour* 

We have been tried an4 tempted by the Boftoniahs; but 
we have loved our father, and our hatchets have been iharpened 
upon our afFeftions. 

In proof of the fincerity of our profeffions, our whale vil- 
lages, able to go to war, are come forth. The old and infirm, 
our infants and our wives, alone remain at home. 

With one common afTent we promife a conftant obedience 
to all you have ordered, and all you ihall order; and may thf 
father of days give you nnany and fuccefs. 



ExXra^ 
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ExiraO tf a tetter from Sir Gujr Carlcton /» jLot^ George 
G^rraaine, datid Quebec^ J"ly'9i i777« 

[Riceived 231^ Auguft.] 

SINCE my laft difpatchcs I have received letters from 
Niagara,, copies of wliich I think, it necefiary totranfinic to 
vour LorcUhip, both as they regard the orders which I have 
already infornied you I had fent for afTembling the Indians of 
that neighbourhood to be put under the condudl of Lieutenant- 
Colonel St. Leger, and a corps of rangers which Colonel 
Butler has, of bimfelf, formed for the purpofe of ferving with 
the Indians. 

Extras of a Letter from Colonel Butler, Stiperintendant ef 
Indian Affair s-^ dated 'NhgTLVZy June 15, 1777. 

[In Sir Guy Carleton*s, July 9, 1777.] 

Sir, 

YOUR Excellency's letters of the 18th and 22d of May 
I was honoured with on the 6th inft. and immediately, in 
obedience thereto^ had a meeting with a number of Chiefs, 
Sachems, and warriors of the Six Nations, and their allies 
then prefent, and communicated to them your orders. They 
exprefled great fatisfa^lion in having an opportunity to (hew 
their friendfliip to their father, the King, in an immediate 
compliance with his wilK 

I have fent out runners and trufty perfons into the Indian 
country to colle£l the warriors ; and farther, with the advice 
of the chiefs affembled here, have fent to Mr. Hay at Detroit 
for a body of the weftern Indians, to join their brothers of the 
Six Nations on this expedition, agreeable to mutual treaties 
fubfifting between them. 

His Excellency Sir Guy Carleton. 

I have the honour to tranfmit to your Excellency a lift of 
officers, with their rank and pay ; at the fame time beg leave 
to acquaint you, that although, from the nature of the fcr- 
vice, I find it requifite to employ a number of other perfons 
for the good of the fervice, a lift of which is alfo inclofed, 

yet 
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yet I cannot think of recommending them to your Excellency 
for commiffions, xx .to have rank. 

I alfo tranfinit to your Excellency, a lift df a body of 
rangers alr^yvTftifcdana in pay. 

J Lift of Officers empbyid in the Indian Depmrtminty with their 
Rank and Pay^. 

[/« Sir Guy Carleton's July 9, 1777.^ 

Peter Ten Broeck, •% 
• Johnjohnfon, I 

James Wilfon, ias Captains, at 10 9, flerling per diem. 

Charles Beaume, 1 

Thomas BuUer, J ^ 

, William Caldwell, 

John Powell, 

John Tooft Harcamier, 

Lewis Clement, 

Frederick Yonge, 

Bafent Frey, 

Andrew Thompfon, 

William Ryer Bowin^ 

Geo. M« Gumis. 

Edward Smith, fecretary ta the department, with 12s. 
York currency per diem. 

James Bennitt, Indian commiflary of (lores and provifions, 
at IDS. York currency per diem* 

A Lift $f Perfons employed in the Indian Department ^ en ofufe^ 
with their Pay. 

James Seecord, at 8s. New- York currency per diem. 

Philip Frey,. "J 

Samuel Thompfpo, / at 5s. New- York currency per 

John Depue, ' f ^icip. 

John Yonge, J . 

John BuTLER# 



as Lieutenants, at 4s. 6d. fter- 
Jiag per diem. 



AU^ 
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jlLtfi ofPtrpmi imployed as Rangirs in tbi Indian Difarimpttm 
{In Sir Guy Carlcton's, Juljr 9, 1777.] 

1 Michael Morin, at 4S« per day. . 

2 Thomas Sutton, ditto. 

3 George Steward, ditto. 

4 Emanuel Humphry, ditto. 

5 Benjamin Davis, ditto. 

6 Daniel Young, ditto. 

7 Harmanus Houfe, ditto. 

8 Jacob Frederick, ditto. 

9 Jooft J. Pane, ditto. 

10 Dirk Bell, ditto, 

11 John Rily, ditto. 

12 Mofes Mounteen, ditto. 

13 Partial Tarrjv ditto. 

14 Ruhart, ditto. 

15 Peter Danes, ditto. 

16 Jofm Jole, ditto. 

17 John Secord, junior, ditto^ 

18 David Secord, ditto. 

19 Silas Secord, ditto. 

20 Jdm Secord, ditto. 

21 Solomon Secord, ditto. 

22 Stephen Secord, ditto. 

23 Adam Watman, ditto. 

24 Jacob Bowman, ditto. 

25 Henry Seamon, ditto. 

26 Peter Seamon, ditto. 

27 Nicholas Phillips, ditto. 

28 John Phillips, ditto. 

29 Nicholas Phillips, junior) ditto. 

30 Hund. Windeker, ditto. 

31 John Younger, ditto. 

32 Jacob Enguifh, ditto. 

33 Jo&ph Sem, ditto. 
y^ Coorad Sels, ditto. 

35 Jacob Dniner, ditto. 

36 Redman Parry, ditto. 

37 Robert Farrington, ditto. 

38 Joreph Page, ditto. 

39 Joihua Beebe> ditto. 

40 Adifi 
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Number, Names* Fay^ New-York currency, 

40 Adin Beebe, at 4s. per day. 

41 Jacob Take, ditto. 

42 Tur« Adam Bowmatii ditto. 

43 Charles Encor, ditto. 

44 Hend. Smith, ditto. 

45 Hend. Bowin, ditto. 

46 Lewis Maybie, ditto. 

47 John Lord, ditto. 
40 Levie Green, ditto. 

49 John Jokes, ditto. 

50 Frederick Winter, ditto. 

51 Peter Miller, ditto. 



52 Abraham Wartmay, at 2s. per day. 

53 Adam Bowfman, jun. ditto. 

54 Jacob Bowfman, jun. ditto. 

55 Cafper Hubert, ditto. 

56 John Huber, ditto. 

57 Stephen Farrington, ditto. 

58 Hans Olderick&all, ditto. 

59 George Cintner, ditto, v 

60 Auguft Encar, ditto. 

61 Nathaniel Hicks, ditto. 

62 Charles Deprie, ditto. 

63 Peter Secord, ditto. 

64 John Parks, ditto. 

65 Thomas Griffis, ditto. 

66 Hendrick Winter, ditto. 

67 Jacob Huber, ditto. 

68 ifaac Van Valken Burg, ditto. 



Dacuagne, interpreter, at 8s. per day. 



ExtraSt 
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ExtraSf of a Letter from Sir Guy Cartetoti U LoriiGcoTgc 
Germaine,y^/^i/ Quebec, Sept. 20, 1777. RiaividOA. 31. 

I TRANSMIT the copy of a letter, which I*ave re- 
ceived from Lieutenant Colonel St. L^r, giving an ac« 
count of a victory obtained by a party of his detflchmenC^ 
fent by him, under the command of Sir John Johnfbn, with 
a number of Indians, under Colonel Butler, over a body of 
rebels led by a General Herkener, and explaining the reafons 
which induced him afterwards to abandon the fiege, which he 
had begun, of Fcrt Stanwix, and to retreat from Ihe Mo- 
hawk*river. . Ilikewife inclofe a copy tranfmitted to me by 
Colonel St. Leger, of a letter from General -Surgoyne to him: 
alfo, copies of letters I have received from Colonels Claws 
and Butler,' of the Indian department. 

Colonel Butler, with three principal ^iefs of the Five Na- 
tions, came down here, b<ring deputed for that piirpofe, to 
afTure me of the fteadinefs of their attachment, of their rea- 
dinefs ftill to undertake any thing in their power for the ad« 
vantage of his Majefty, and their full determinatioR to per- 
fevere in the war. Colonel Butler reprefents to me^ the ex- 
pediencv of having a body of rangers, as in. the laft war, to 
ferve with the Indians, and propofed to me, to raife a corps 
properly qualified for that purpofe, a part of i^ich he has 
already engaged, and ferved with him on the late expedition. 
I thought the fcheme calculated to draw the moft advan^- 
tage from the fervice of the Indians, of which the difpofir 
tion of that people is capable ; and Colonel Butler having 
(hewn himfelf, by his zeal, capacity, and fervices, worthy 
of the truft, I have furniihed him with a proper power to 
raife a corps of rangers icit this fervice, and appointed him 
major-commandant of it. A copy of his beating-order is 
herewith inclofed, as alfo a copy of the orders which I have 

S'ven him, for the joining as faft as poflible the army under 
e command of Lieutenant General Burgoyne with his corps^ 
and as large a body of the Indians of the Five Nations as he 
can collet. 

The domiciled Indians of Canada, and thofe of the upper 
country, which accompanied General Burgoyne*s army, have 
at different times returned, thofe of the upper country al* 
ledging the remotenefs of their habitations; thofe of Canada 
Other reafons^ which, confidering that thefe people are never 

tQ 
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to be prevailed upon by compulfive means I did not enter 
into: but having held a council with the chiefs of the uppet 
Indians, and ordered them preTehcs, I obtained a folenm 
promife, that they would return early in the fpring w'uk 
their numbers greatly increafed ; and, as a pledge, they have 
left fome of their young men to ferve through the winter. 
The Canada Indians have likewife confented to return ifi 
contiHerable bodies, which they intend to relieve from time 
to time, by which means General Burgoyne's army, I hope;, 
vi^ill have large parties of thefe Indians confiantljr on fervice 
with him. * 

ExtraH of a Litter from Colonel Butler, dMd Ontario^ 
July a8, 1777. 

[In Sir Guy CarletonV ^^Sept. ao, 1777.] 

I Have now the honour to acquaint your Excellencg^ 
that on the 13th inftant (two days after the Senecas and for^ 
of the.weftern Indians arrived) I left Niagara. In order 
to fpare provifions, I had before appointed a nuitiber of Se- 
neca warriora, together with many of their women and chil* 
dren, to meet me at Yrondequat^ where I had promifed to 
deliver them a prefent of clothes, and Ibme provifions, to 
fupport them in the abfence of their hufbands; at that place 
I waited (even days to deliver them the prefents, and give 
them the hatchet, which they accepted, and promifed to 
make ufe of it. On the 19th I received from General St. 
^Leger orders to fend him 150 Indians, to aA with die 
King's troops under his command upon an attack agaiiA 
Fort Sutiwix. On the morning of the 20th I had them 
ready, and fent ofF to him, under proper officers, whom I 
flattered mjHelf he would approve. Everything 'being fet- 
tled with the Senecas, I left Yrondequat on the 24th, and 
on the 25th arrived at this place, where, befides the Indians 
i brought with me, I found a large party under the direc* 
tion of Jofipb the Mohawk, in confequence of a' meflage I 
had feat him on the 30!.h paft ; befides thefe, I had ordered 
another large body of the Six Nations to meet me here, by 
way of the Three Rivers ; but upon my arrival found them 
ftopped there by order of Colonel Claus. Upon a review 
of the whole, I have the iiitisfadion td aiTure your Excel-* 
lency that the number of Indian warriors aflenbled at !d\U 
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place and the Seneca, or Three Rivers, cannot fall much 
(hort of loco. The great refort of thefe people to this and 
every other place, to partake of the King's bounty, caiifed 
me to prefent to Colonel Bolton, before I lefc Niagara, ano- 
ther account for 4011K i6s. gd. York currency, for his ap- 
probation; fince when, I am informed, he has fent it to your 
Excellency for your acceptance. I muft humbly beg your 
Excellency will do me the juftice to believe, that in all my 
tranladions I have endeavoured to execute your orders with 
the greateft ecrmomy in my power ; and when you refleA 
the hi:;h value the Indians fet upon their alliance, the tempt- 
ing oSvrs the rebels have frequently made to bring them over 
to their interefts, together with their numerous women and 
children, who all expect to be clothed in abfence of their 
hufbands, which, in my humble opinion, there is no avoid- 
ing without difgufting thofe haughty and tenacious people; 
when your Excellency has weighed all thefe reafons, I flatter 
myfelf that you will not think the expence, however high, 
Co be ufeleis, or given with too lavifh a hand. Before I 
conclude, I muft beg leave to remind your Excellency, that 
when 1 firft arrived at Niagara I found the Six Nations wrWf* 
vering, and, of the two, rather inclined to the rebels. En- 
couraged by Colonel Caldwell and Captain Lernouk, and at 
the fame time fupported by vou, I have fpared no pains nor 
attention to fix them in the interefls of the King. The 
pleafure attending my fuccefs I have enjoyed by experiencing 
your Excellency's approba'ion of my humble though unwearied 
endeavours. 

Extras §f a Letter from Colonel Butler to Sir Guy CarIetOD> 
dated Camp before Fort Sunwix, Aug. 15, 1777* 

[/« Sir Guy Carleton'j of Sept. 20, 1 777-] 

I HAVE the pleafure to acquaint your Excellency of 
• the fuccefs of his Majefty's arms againft a detachment of the 
rebels, on the 6ih inlUnt. Immediately afrer my arrival 
here, I was ordered by Brigadier- General St.Leger to march 
with 400 Indians to intercept a party of the Mohawk-river 
militia (in number 900) whom he was informed were en 
their march to throw themfelves into this place. In the 
evening Sir John Johnfon, with 50 of the Royal New- York 
regiment, joined us; At ten o'clock the next morning, near 

the 
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the Brifqo field, we heard the rebels in full march with a con- 
voy of 15 waggons of proyidons and (lores. We were im- 
mediately formed by the Seneca chiefs, who took the lead in 
this a6Hon, in concurrence with Sir John Johnfon and my- 
felf; Sir John was polled on the road to give the cnjsmy a 
volley as they advanced ; myfelf, with the Indians and 20 
rangers, were poiled to flank them in the woods ; this dif« 
pofition was foon after a little, altered by the Indians, while 
..the enemy were advancing, and, when they were near enough^ 
threw in an heavy fire on the rebels, and made a fhocking 
.{laughter among them with their fpears and hatchets: the 
rebels, however, recovering themfelves, fell back to a more 
advantageous ground, and maintained a running fight for about 
an hour and a half. At length the Indians, with the detach* 
ment.of the Yorkers and Rangers, purfuing their blow, utterly 
defeated them, with the lofs of 500 killed, wounded, and taken; 
many of the latter were, conformable to the Indian cuftom, 
afterwards killed. Of the New-Yorkers, Captain McDonald 
was killed. Captain Watts dangeroufly wounded, and one fub« 
altern ; of the . Rangers, Captains Wilfon and Hare" killed, 
and one private wounded. ^ 

The Indians fuffered much, having 33 killed and 29 
wounded; the Senecas alone loft 17 men, among whom 
were feveral of their chief warriors, and had x6 wounded. 
During the whole a£lion the Indians £hewed the greateft 
zeal for his Majefty's caufe; and had they not been a little 
too precipitate, fcarcely a rebel of the party had efcaped. 
Moft of the leading rebels are cut off in the a^ion, fo tha^ 
any further attempt from that quarter is not to be cxpefled. 
Captain Watts, of the Royal New-Yorkers, whofe many 
amiable qualities deferved a better fate, lay wounded in three 
places upon the field two days before he was found ; however, 
it is thought he will recover. I fhould not do juftice to the 
Indians in general, and to the Senecas in particular, was I 
not to acquaint you, that their behaviour in the a£lion ex- 
ceeded any thing I could have expedled from them ; the lofs 
the Senecas have fuftained will point out to your Excellency' 
how fevere a (hare of it fell to them. The fuocefs of this day 
will plainly fhew the utility of your Excellency's conflant fup- 
port of my unwearied endeavours to conciliate to his Majefty 
fo ferviceable a b^dy of.allies. 



0^2 ^ EntTOlR. 
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Extra ff of a Letter from Lieutenant-^knil St. Leger l# Sir 
Guy Carleton, daud Ofwego, Aug. 27, 1777. 

[In Sir Guy Carleton'j «^Scpt. 20^ 1777-] 



I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency dMiC the 
accounts we received in Canada, concerning Fort Stanwll^ 
are the rooft erroneous that can be conceived. Inftead-of tbe 
infuitable and unfiniihed work we were taught to expeQ^ i 
found it a refpedable fortrefs, ftrongly garrifoiied with 700 
nen, and demanding a train of artillery we were not matters 
of for its fpeedy fubjc(9ion. Its form is a kind of trapezium* 
or feur^Tided figure, with four baftions prised and picketted ; 
without, there is a good ditch, with pickets nipping, ovt a 
.confiderable V7ay at the laliant angles of the baftions ; threie 
nines, foiir fixes, two threes, with a confiderable number of 
wall pieces, were all the artillery the enemy made ule of dur- 
ing the fiege* ' 

Since I wrote the above tfae Hef&ans are arrived, widi jp 
of their' men Tick ; one fortnight fooner, the Indiana coutd 
bave bad no plea for their condud. 



Copy rfa Litter from Lieutenant-^General Burgoyne to LiiutenanU 
. GHottfl St,ljcger^ without Date. 

[/« Sir Guy Carleton'i ^Sept. »o, 1777.] 

'\ I'W'ROT^E you fonie time fince an account of tbe rapid 

~nro2refs of his Majefty's arms at Ticonderoga. I apprc*- 

bend that letter did not come to hand. Infurmounuble diffi« 

- culties, occafiohed by the heavy rains upon the roads, pre-* 

^Ycnted me getting forward, I tried an expedition to obtain 

^Z fuppl^ of cattle, without waiting the tranfport of maga* 

-fttnes; it has failed, not without fome lofs to the Germans. 

' It will now be a fortnight before I can do any thing in your 

,fivnur* It will remain therefore to be conndered by yoU| 

firft, v hether you can force the plaqe with che artillery you 

: have ; fecondly, if not, whether you can remain before it| 

without rifk of your being cut from your* retreat, til] I 

can bring the enemy to a battle, or otherwife to a£ft you i 

thirdly, if you can re-embark your artilleryt wi join sne 

wltb 
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with your troops by the route through the wo6ds to Fort 
George. 

I have mention^ thefe condderations in the order of pre* 
ference 1 would defire, and a retreat by Canada, and (o to 
follow me by Ticonderoga is the laft. 

In cafe you can effect the fecond confideration, or anf 
otherwife keep footing in the country till I get pofTeflion of 
the mouth of the Mohawk, it might be a good meafure to 
ltx¥B the garrifon; and by forced and rapid marches to joih 
me! but this muft depend updn'the -good affections of John- 
fon's country. 

. I am, dear Sir, 

Yours ever faidsfully, 

I bee to hiear fit>m you as 'frequently as poffible. I have a 
copy of this, therefore you needt>nly £iy firft, JTecondy ftird^ or 
kit, according to the confideration you adopt. 

N. B. This letter w^ not dated. It arrived die 25th at 
Onondago Falls. 

Extras of a Letter from Ifieutenant^Colmei St. Leger l# Sir 
Guy Carlecon, da(fiO(wcgo^ Aug. 27, 1777. 

{In Sir Guy CarletonV ^Sept. 20b 17770 

• A MINUTE detail of ev«ry operation fince my leaving 
La Chine with the detachment entrufted to my care, your 
Excellency will permit m^ to r^erve to a time of lefs hurry' 
and mortification than th^ prefent, while I enter into die in* 
terefting fcene before Foff Stanwix, ^hich I invefted the 3d 
of Auguft, having preVfOufly pu£hed forward Lieutenant 
Bird, of the King^s regiment, with 30 of the fine's troopt 
and 200 Indians, under the diredion of Captains Hare and 
Wilfon, and the Chieft Jofeph and Bull, to feize hSt hold ot 
the iQwer landing place, and thereby out off die enetny'i 
communications with the lower country. This was done with 
great addrefs by the Lieutenant, though not with the cfieA J^ 
had prpmiftd myfelf, occafioned by the flacknefs of the MaflJU 
iagoes. The brigade of provifion-boats and ammunition 1 had 
intelligence of being arrived and difembarked before this pirty 
had taken poft. 
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The 4.th and 5th were employed in making arrangements 
for opening Wood-creek (which the enemy with indefatU 
gable labour of 150 men for 14 dajrs had moft effedually 
choked up), and the making a temporary road from Pine- 
ridge, upon Vi/h-cieck, i6 miles from the fort^ foe a pre- 
fent fupply of provifion, and the tranfport of our artillery; 
the drik wa:^ eticdtcd by the diligence and zeal of Captain 
Rouville, afEded by Captain Herkemer of the Indian de- 
partment, with no men, in nine days; while Lieutenant 
Lundy, adling as afliftant quarter-mafter- general, had ren- 
dered the road, in the worK of weather, fufficiently pradicable 
to pafs the whole artillery and ftores, with feven days provi- 
fions, in two day?. 

On the 5ih in the evening intelligence arrived, by my dif- 
covering parties on the Mohawk river, that a reinforcement 
of 8co militia, conducted by General Herkimer, were on their 
march to relieve the garrifon, and were a£lually at that inftant. 
at Orifka, an Indian fettlement i!;^ miles from the fort, the 
garrifon being apprized of their march by four men, who were 
feen enter the fort in the morning through what was thought 
an impenetrable fwamp. 

I did not think it prudent to wait for them, and thereby 
fubje£l myfelf to be attacked by a fally from the garrifon in 
the rear, while the reinforcements employed me in front s I 
therefore determined to attack them on their march, either 
openly or covertly, as circumftances (hould offer. At this time 
I had not 250 of the King's troops in camp, the various and 
extenfive operations I was under an abfolute necei&ty of en- 
tering into having employed the refl, and therefore could not 
iend above 80 white men, rangers and troops included, with' 
the whole corps of Indians. 

Sir John Johnfon put himfelf at the head of this party, 
and began bis march that evening at five o'clock, and met 
the rebel corps at the fame hour the next morning. The 
impetuofity of the Indians is not to be defcribed ; on the light 
of the enemy, forgetting the judicious difpofition formed by. 
Sir John, and agreed to by themfelves, which was, to fufier 
the attack to begin with the troops in front, while they fliould 
be on both flank and rear, they rufhed in, hatchet in hand, 
and thereby gave the enemy's rear an opportunity to efcape. 
In relation to the victory, it was equally complete as if the 
whole had fallen; nay, more fo, as the 2CO who efcaped 
only ferved to fpread the panit wider; but it was not Co with 
the Indian^, their lofs was great : I mufl be underftocd, In- 
dian 
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dian computation, being only about 30 killed and wounded, 
and in that number fome of their favourite chiefs and confix 
dential warriors were flain. On the enemy's fide, almoft all 
their principal leaders were flain; General Herkiman has 
fince died of his wounds. It is proper to mention, that the 
four men detached with intelligence of the march of the 
reinforcement, fee out the evening before the a6Uon, and 
confequently the enemy could have no account of the defeat,* 
and were only in pofleffion of the time appointed for their 
arrival, at which, as I fufpefled, the enemy made a fally with 
250 men, towards Lieutenant Bird's pofl-, to facilitate the 
entrance of the relieving corps, or bring on a general engage* 
ment with every advantage they could wifh. 

Captain Hoyes was immediate detached to cut in upon 
their rear while they engaged the Lieutenant. Immediately 
upon the departure of Captain Hoyes, I learned that Lieu* 
tenant Bird, mifled by the information of a cowardly Indian 
that Sir John was prefled, had quitted his pofl to march to hit 
affiftance, I marched the detachment of the King's regiment 
in fupport of Captain Hoyes by a road in fight of the garrifon^ 
which, with executive fire from his party, immediately drove 
the enemy into the fort without any further advantage thax\ 
frightening fome Squaws and pilfering the packs of the war* 
riors which they left behind them. After this affair was over, 
orders were immediately given to complete a two-^un battery 
and mortar beds, with three flrong redoubts in their rear, to 
enable me, in cafe of another attempt to relieve the garrifon 
by the regimental troops, to march out a larger body of the 
King's troops. 

Captain Lernoult was fcnt with no men to the lower land* 
ing-place, where he eftablifhed himfelf with great judf^ment 
and ftrength, having an enclofed battery of a three*pounder 
oppofed to any fally from the fort, and another to the fide of 
the country where a relief muil approach, and the body of his 
camp deeply entrenched and abattied. 

When by the unabating labour x>f officers and men (the 
fmallnefs of our numbers never admitting of a relief of three 
bours ceflation for fleep or cooking) the batteries and re- 
doubts wCre finifhed, and new checks and axletrees made for 
the fix-pounders, thofe that were fent being reported rotten 
and unferviceable, it was found that our cannon had iiot^ the 
leafl: effe£t upon the fod-work of the fort, and that our royals 
had only the power of teizing, as a fix^inch plank was a fuf* 
ficient fecurity for their ponder magazine, as we learnt from 

0.4- /^'^ 
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the dcferters. At this time Lieutenant Glenie of die artiU 
lory, wboQi I hid appointed to ad as aflUfaint-eiigineer, pro* 
pofed a converfion of the royals (if 1 may ufe the e^mffias) 
lato howitaers. The ingenuity and feafibility of this meafiira 
ftriktJig me very ftrongly, the bufmefs was let about iimie* 
di^^dy, and foon executed, when it was found, that Otttbim' 
prevented their operating with the defired effeA but the diu 
tance, their chambers being too fmall to hold a fiiflkieocy of 
powder. There was nothing now to be done but to approacii 
ihe place by fap to a proper diftance, that the rampart oHght 
be brought with their portee ; at the iaroe time sdl ma^oala 
were preparing to run a mine under their moft fbnmdaUft 
baftion. In the midft of thefe operations intelligence waai 
brought in by our fcouts of a fecond corps of looo men bciog 
ma their march. The fame seal no longer animated the bio 
dians ; they complained of our thinnefs of troops> and Amo 
jformer loiTes. I immediately called a council of the chicfti 
•ncouraged them as much as I could ; promifed to lead tbcm 
•B myfelf, and bring into the field 3C0 of the beft troopai 
tbej lifteiied to this, and promifed to follow me, and aemd 
liiat I ihould reconnoitre the ground propereft for Ae field ol 
battle neat morning, accompanied by fome of their chief war-« 
siort, to fettle the plan of operations. When upon the grounA 
jlppointed for the field of battle fcouts came iii with the 
account of the firft number fwelied to 2C00 s immediatd^ 
after a third, that General Burgoyne's ariAy was cut to 
pieces, and that Arnold was advancing by rapid and forced 
marches with 3000 men. It was at this moment I began t9 
fufpeA cowardice in fome, and treafon in others; however^ 
I returned- to camp, not without hopes, with the affiflancc of 
vy gjdlant coadjutor Sir John Johnfon, and the influence 
of the (uperintending Colonels Claus and Butler,, of 10- 
ductng tbenA to meet the enemy. A council, according to 
their cuftom, was called to know their refolutions, before tlict 
brealung up of which I learnt that 200 were already, ie^ 
camped} in about an hour they infifted that I ihould. retreat^ 
m they would be obliged to abandon me. I had no.party ti 
triaty and a hard partv it was to troops who could do nolMBg^ 
without jhem, to yield to their refelvcs, and therefore pcONi 
pofed to jetire at night, fending on before my fick, wounded^ 
artillery, ^. down the wood-creek, covering it by our line of 
march'. 

r BOW thought it time to call in Captain Lernoult's pofl^ 
tKtmng with the troops in camp to the ruined fori called 

WUlUm, 
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William, in the front of d)e garrifon, not only to wait the 
enemy, if they thought proper to fally, but to proted the 
boats from the fiirjr of the favages, fending forward Cap^ 
tftih Hoycf, witb bis detachment and one' piece -pf cannOii| 
to the place where fort Bull ftood, to receive the tl-oopft 
who waited the arrival of Captain Lernoult. Moft of the 
boats were efcorted diat night bevond Canada-creek, Where 
no danger was to be apprehendecl from the enemy, as the 
creek at this place bending from the road has a deep cedac 
fwamp between. Every attention was now turned to the 
mouth of the creek, which the enemy might have poffeffed 
diemfelvcs of by a rapid march by the Oneyda caftle, At 
this place the whole of this little army arrived by- twelve 
o'clock at night, and took poft in fuch a manner, as to have 
no fears of any thing the enemy could do. Here we remained 
till three o'clock next mornine, when the boats which could 
eome up the creek arrived and proceeded acrofs lake Oniey<fa 
CO the ruined' fort of Brireton, where I learnt that fome boats 
were flill labouring down the creek, after being lightened of 
die beft part of their freight by the Maflafagoes. Captaiii 
Lernoult propofed, widi a boat full of armed men, to repafit 
the lake that night, to relieve them from their labour, an(^ 
fupply them with provifion. This tranfa£Uon does as miicltf 
honour to the humanity as to the gallantry of this valuable 
officer. 

On my arrival at the Onondago Falls I received an anfwer 
to my letter from General Burgoyne, (a copy of which I 
have the honour to tranfmit to your Excellency), which 
{hewed in the cleared light the fcene of treachery that had 
been pra<^ifed upon me; the meffimger had heard, indeecf; 
on his way, that they were collefiing the fame kind of rabble 
afi before, but that there was not an enemy' within forty milds 
effort Stanwix. 

Soon after my arrival here I waa joined by Captain Ler-. 
noult with the men and boats he had been in fearch of, 

I mean immediately to fend ofF, for the ufe of the upper- 
garrtfon, all the overplus provifion I (ball have, afteir keep- 
ing a fufficiency to carry my detachment down, which I mean 
to do with every expedition in my power the moment thia 
bufinefs is efFeded, for which purpofe I have ordered hiere 
the fnow. l*he floop is already gone from this with its full 



lading. 
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Extras of a Letter from Daniel Claus, Efq. Superintindant on 
Brigadier St. Leger'j Expedition^ to Sir Guy CarletOD, dated 
Ofwego, a8/Z» Auguft, 1777, 

[/« Sir Guy Carleton'j of 20th September, 1777.] 

I HAVE, however^ the pleafurc of aflliring your Excel- 
kncy, that the different Indian nations I happened to convene 
iince my coming out, have demonftrated the mod warm zeal 
of efpoufing and ading moft heartily in the prefent . caufe for 
the intereft of the crown ; and am fully perfuaded the Six 
Nations and their confederates are fo firmly attached to his 
Majefty's intercft on the prefent crifis, that they will conti* 
nue fo to the end of the conteft, to which their late fucceis 
againft the rebels of Tryon county, as well as their purfuing 
revenge for their loft friends in faid adion, will urge them oa 
the more. 

As doubtlefs Brigadier St. Leger has fully given your Excel- 
lency a detail of that affair, as well as the thereupon enfued re* 
treat from Fort Stanwix, I will not incommode you with re- 
petitions, but defer particulars to a perfonal interview. 



Copy of Beating-order i to John Butler, Efq, appointed Major 
Commandant of a Corps of Rangers toferve with the Indians^ . 

\In Sir Guy Carlcton'j^20/i September, 2777.] 

GUY CARLETON, Knight of the Bath, Captain-Gcncral 
and Governor in Chief of the province of Quebec, and 
Territories depending thereon, &c. i^c, t^c. General and 
Commander in Chief of his Majefty's Forces in the (aid 
Province, and the frontiers thereof, OrV. Cffr. Wf. 

TO John Butler, Efq. appointed Major Commandant 
of a corps of Rangers to ferve with the Indians. 

BY virtue of the power and authority in me vefted by the 
King, I do hereby authorife and impower you, or fuch offi- 
cers as you (hall direft, by beat of drum, or otherwife, forth- 
with to raife, on the frontiers of this province, as many able- 
bodied feamen of his Majefty's loyal fubjeds as will form one 
company of rangers, to ferve with the Indians as occaiion (hall 

require j 
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require ; which company fhall confift of a captain, a (ir(l-lieu« 
tenant, fecond4ieutenant, three ferjeants, three corporals, and 
fifty private men ; and when you Ihall- have completed one 
company as aforefaid, you are further impowered to raife and 
form another in like manner, and of like numbers as the iirft ; 
and fo on until you (hall have completed a number of com^^ 
panies of rangers as aforefaid, not exceeding in the whole 
eight companies ; obferving that the firft be completed^ 
armed, and fit for fervice, and have pafTed mufler before fuch 
perfon as fhall be appointed for that purpofi: by fome one of 
the commanding officers of his Majefty's troops neareft to 
where the faid companies fo raifed (hall be at the time, before 
another be begun to be raifed. And of w;hich light companies^ 
or fuch part thereof as you (hall be able to raife, you (hall be 
Major Commandant ; two of the companies aforefaid (to be 
cpmpofed of people fpeaking the Indian language, and ac- 
quainted' with their cuftoms and manner of making war), for 
t}ieir encouragement, (hall be paid at the rate of four (hillings 
New York currency by the day, non-commiiEoned officers in 
proportion, from the day of their enlifting ; and the other 
companies, (to be compofed of people well acquainted with 
the woods), in confideration of the fatigue they are liable to 
undergo, fliall be paid at the rare of two (hillings New York 
currency by the day, non-commiffioned officers in proportion; 
the whole to clothe and arm themfelves at their own expence. 
You and the officers fo raifed to be paid as is cuftomary to 
other officers of likef rank in his Majefty's fervice. And 
you are carefully to obey and follow fuch orders and direc- 
tions as you (h^l from time to time receive from me, or the 
commander in chief for the time being, or any other your fu- 
perior officer, according to the rules and difcipline of war, in 
purfuanc^ of the truft hereby repofed in you. Given under 
my hand and feal at arms, at Quebec, this fifteenth day of Sep- 
tember, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-feven, and 
in the feventeenth year of the reign gf our fovereign lord 
George the Third, by the grace of God of Great Britain, 
France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, and fo 
forth. 

(Signed) Guy Carletok. 

By his Excellency's command, 

(CounicrCgnedJ E. For. 



C«^ 



ai6 PARLIA.MENTART A. 1779U 



O^ pf hjintatmt t§ Maj§r John Budcr, Ctmmambna tf m 
Ctrpt §fRamg4rs^ U Jir%fg tmtbjbd Imdimm. 

[In Sir Guj CarleConV ffzpih SepteiDber^ 1777.] 

GUY CARLETON, Knight of the Bath, Capnin-Gcneral, 
and Governor in Chief dF the Province of Quebec* fltid 
Territories depending thereon, CsTr.- General and Com- 
mander in Chief t^ hit MajeftyV Forces in laid Province^ 
and the Territories thereof btc. 

TO Major Johk Butlbk, Commandant of a Corps of 
Rangen, to ferve with die Indians. 

HAVING appointed you to command a body of rsngen^ 
which it is expedient at this time to raife, in order to tervo 
with the Indians, you (hall, as foon as poffiUe, march with 
fnch part of the faid- rangers as are already railed, or you fliall 
immediately raife, and as laree a body of the Six Nations, or 
other Indians, as you can colle£^, without too much expofingp 
their country to the incurfions of the rebels, to join and put 
jrourfelf under the command of Lieutenant General Burgoyne, 
giving him notice, as expeditioufly as poffible, of your ap- 
proach towards him, and of the force you bring along with 
you; and all orders which you (hall lieceive from the £itd 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne, you are to obferve and obey. 
Given under my hand at Quebec, this 15th day of Sepfem-r 
her, ifTJ. 

(Signed) Guy Carletoit. 



TranJIated C9py tf a Letter fr^m Baron de Reidefel i% Lsrd 
George Germaine, dated Camp at Jones-Farin, 28/il Au^ 
guft, 1777. 

My Lord, 
I FLATTER myfelf that your Excellency deigns (Kllto 
remember your moft obedient fervant^ who afTuredly fervcs 
with zeal for his Majefty's fervice, althougn his powers are fo 
weak that he cannot be of fuch great ufe as he himfelf wi(hes» 
The evacuation of Ticonderoga, getting the day at Hu« 
berton^ the capture of Sheeniborough, and the retreat of the 

enemy 



A. 1778. DEB A T E S. a37 

enemy as &r as Stillwater, a% milet on tbift iide of Albany, 
were fuccefTes /o rapid* tlu^^ fcarcely .could, wff purfue |bc 
enemy. 

The want of carriage greatly renirded the tranrport of our 
proviiions. . To remeidy this, mcopvenience,. General -Bur- 
goyne deiligned to carry oS the confiderable magazine belong- 
ing to the enemy at wnnington, in-th^ Kopcf of bfijng able 
to fubfift our own army tir a certain t^e; The ifljie 6( that 
expedition was not according to our wiOies. 

To prove to your Excellency that neither the troops em- 
ployed upon that expedition, nor that the two commanders 
were wanting in their conduA, or aided contrary to orders, 
I have the honour to prefent to ypiij:.£xcellency a brief rela* 
tionof that melancholy affair, wiih.the reports and infiruc- 
tions* 

I hope we (hall (hortlv have an opportunity to repair this 
chepk ; and that the Urn news your Excellency will receive 
from our army will prove more fatisfa£torj. 

Recommending myfelf to your Excellency's -eoodnefs, I 
liave the honour to be, fife. Rbxdxsxl. 



Account §fan Jffiur which happened near Walloon-Cxeek, ibth 
Auguft, 1777. 

Ih Baron de ReidefelV ef o.%th Auguft, 17770 

ON the I5tb of Auguft, at 8 o'clock in the nfidrning, Sir 
Francis Clarke^ Aid-de-camp to his Excellency General Bur« 
goyne, brought me the order to march immediately with the 
corps under my command, confiding of a battalion of grena- 
diers, one of chaffeurt, one rifle company, and two pieces of 
cannon, to the Aipport of Lieutenant Colonel Baum. 

I marched at 9 o'clock ; and, on account of the fcarcity of 
cartiSyl put two boxes of ammunition upon the artillery carts | 
each foldier carried forty rounds in his pouch. 

The troops being obliged to ford Battenfeile, I was detain* 
. ed a confiderable time by it ; the number of hills, exceifive 
l>ad roads, and a continued rain, impeded our march fo much, 
diat we fcarce made half an Englilh mile in an hour ; each, 
gun and ammunition-cart was obliged to be dragged up the 
bills one after another; one artillery- cart was overturned, 
and with tbe greateft difficulty wa$ put into a iituation to 
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All thefe difficulties drls^yed us much ; and notwichfland- 
ing every means was ufed, and no. trouble or labour fpared, 
it was not poffible for me to march fafter. Our guide. loft 
his way, and after a long fearch in vain, Major Barner was 
obliged to look out for a man, who put us again in the righl 
road. 

All thefe accidents prevented me from reaching Cambridge 
tbe evening of the 15th, and was therefore obliged to halt 
ieven miles this fide of it, where the men lay upon their arms 
all night. 

Before I came to the place where I halted, I wrote to Lieut. 
Colonel Baum, to acquaint him of mv coming to his fup- 
port. Lieutenant Hannerman went with this account, and 
£rom thence to Lieutenant Colonel Baum's poft, where he ar- 
rived at 1 1 o'clock at night; I received an anfwer the next 
morning. (16th} Early in the morning I marched on; but 
as the artillery-horfes had had no food all the day before, and 
very little during the night, they were fo weak as to be icarce 
able to drag the cannon ; on which account our march was 
very flow. 

Major Barner, with the advanced guard, was oUiged to go 
forwards to prefs horfes, which we immediately made ufe of, 
and we continued our march as faft as poilible, till about two 
miles on the other fide of Cambridge, where I halted about 
half an hour to aflemble the troops. 

About two o'clock in the afternoon Colonel Skcene fenC 
me two men, defirin^ an officer and twenty men to take po£- 
feifion of the mill at St. Coyk, which the rebels intended pof- 
feffing themfelves of, 

» Inftead of the detachment which he afked for, I fent a Capt. 
GleifTenberg, with the advanced guard, confiding of fixty 
grenadiers and chafleurs, and twenty riflemen. 

I followed with the column as faft as poilible} upQn this 
march an ammunition- cart broke down. 

At half paft 4 o'clock in the afternoon I reached the mill, 
and found the advanced-guard in poiTeflion of it, and all quiet. 

I muft pofitively declare, that, neither during the march^ 
nor even after I reached the mill, I did not hear a fingle (hot 
fired, either from fmall arms or cannon. 

Colonel Skeene was at the mill ; and as he gave me to un-> 
derftand that the corps of Lieutenant Colonel Baum was not 
above two miles from me, 1 imagined I could not do better 
than puib on ts l\is fupports Colonel Skeene was of the fame 

. opiniopy 
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opinion, and we inarched 'on over the bridge near the miU, en- 
deavouring to reach Colonel Baum as foon as poifible. 

At this time I knew nothing of his engagement being over} 
if Colonel Skeene knew it, I cannot conceive what his reaions 
were for concealing it from me. If I had known i^ I cer« 
tainly fliould not have engaged the enemy. 

I had fcarcely pafTed the bridge 1000 yards, when I perceived 
a confiderable number of armed people, fome in jackets, fomc 
in (hirts, who were endeavouring to gain a height which was 
on my left flank. 

I (hewed thefe people to Colonel Skeene, who afTured me 
they were royalifts, and rode up towards them, and called put, 
but received no other anfwer than a difcharge of fire-arms. I 
immediately ordered Major Barner's battalion to move off 
towards the heights, the rifle company and grenadiers moving 
towards the right, and then began the attack, and lafted tin 
towards eight o'clock. 

The cannon were pofted on the road where there was a 
b!ock*houfe, which the rebels left as foon as they began to fire 
upon it. ^ 

Notwithftanding frefh fupport was conftantly coming to- 
them, they were driven from every height. 

The troops did their duty, and every one concerned did the 
tunc. As all the ammunition was expended, and the cannon 
ceafed firing, nothing was more natural than to expe£b that 
the enemy would renew the attack s which, in fa£t, was the 
cafe. 

I haftened with a number of men towards the cannon, in 
order to bring them off. On this occadon the men received 
the moft dangerous wounds, particularly Lieutenant Spangen- 
berg, fome fire- workers, and fome artillery; the horfes were 
all killed, and if even one had been alive, it would not have 
been poffible to have moved him. 

In order then not to rifque every thing, as I could not return 
the enemy's fire, as foon as it was dark I retired over the bridge, 
which I broke down, brought ofFas many of the wounded as 
I could, and, in company with Colonel Skeene, arrived about 
12 o'clock at Cambridge, where, after taking the ncceflary 
precautions, I remained all nighr, and the next day, the ijtb, 
I arrived at the camp. 

This is the beft account I can give of this whole affair^ * 
The lofs of my cannon gives me the greatcft concern; I 
did every thing in my power to fave them, but the want of 
auomunition prevented me not only from te.w^itCvtv^ >^^ ^tvr.- 
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iny's fire, but even of getting out of it;' manjF loft their liv«s 
and limbs, and could I have faved my cannon, I would with 
pleafure have facrificed my life to have cfFeded it. 

Bretman, Lieutenant-ColoiieL 



Relation of the Expedttton to Bituungtomm 

[In Baron de Reidefcrs of2%tb Auguft^ 1777-1 

THERE being great difficulty in procuring horfes and car- 
riages to tranfport the baggage and provifions of the army, to 
remedy this great inconvenience, which retarded the move* 
mcnt of the troops, it was determined to fend out a detach* 
ment, a«^foon as expedient, to bring in horfes for the above 
purpofe, and to mount the Brunfwick dragoons, if a ftifficicnt 
xiumber could he found. The army being aflembled at Fort 
Edward, vihere it muft neceflarily hah a few days to tran^xirt 
the (lores and proviftons over the carrying-place, his £»cel» 
iency Lieu tenant-General Burgoyne took this opportunity of 
fending oat a detachment under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Baum, who was to have the following troops wilfa 
him, viz. 

Bruhfwick dragoons - - » ajO 

Captain Frazer's light company - ' 5© 

Peter's Provincial Corps - • ii 2^0 

\ Provincials and Canadian volunteers - • j6 

Indians * . . » joo 

Governor Skeen was alfo fent with this detachment^ froD 
whofe fuppofed knowledge of the country and influcaoe 
amongft the inhabitants niuch was expeded. 

By L.ieutenant-Colonel Baum*s inftrudions (a copy «f 
which is fent herewith) he was to proceed by Arlington, Mvi- 
chefter,' &c. — Auguft 9. Lieutenant-Colonel Baum marched 
from Fort Edward with the dragoons to Fort Miller, where 
he V. .' to receive f:om the advanced corps, under the com- 
mauii of Drigadler-Genrral Frazer,the remainder of the troops 
deftined 10 make «jp this detachment. 

Auj;u{l ic. Obliged to halt, the Provincials and Indians 
]nt(."id< d for him being gone on to Stillwater. To n>ake Op 
this deuciency, 100 Germanis were ordered from Lieutenant- 
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Gdonel Breymen'i corps to join Lieutentnt-Colonel Battflx, 
fome Canadians and Indians sllfo joined him, but not fo mznf 
ai wtrc iirft ordered. 

His Excellency General Bttrgoyne this dajr changed die 
route firft intended for the detachment, and ordered Lientei*. 
nadt-Colonel Baum to march diredly to Bennington, inoel« 
ligence being received that the rebels had a confiderable 
magaeine there. 

Auguft I X. Mardied and took poft at Buton-Kill q>pofiti» 
Saratoga. 

Auguft 12. Proceeded to Cambridge. This day his 8d*» 
vanced guard fell in with and (kfieated a party of rebels, took 
eight prifoners, iqoo bufi&els of whear^ 150 bullocks, and fe«* 
veral other articles, which he fent back to camp. Here be 
was informed, that there were from 15 to 1800 of the enctny 
tl Bennington, and that they had a very confiderable anifa<A 
sine there, befides 2000 bullocics and 300 horfes. Encou^ 
raged by the fuccefs of his firft attack, Lieutenan^*Col(Moel 
fiaiim propoied to march next day towards Bennington, anl 
difiodge the enemy from that poft. 

Auguft iz. He fent.everv day exad reports of his progreft 
a^ct' fituation to General Burgoyne, with which his Excels 
lency was perfedly (atisfied, and approved of his defim of 
attacking Bennington, fo foon as Lieutenant-Colonel Sauni 
was fully informed of the enemy's number and fituation, ani 
that it might be attempted with a profped of fuccefs, atit 
without running any rifk. 

Auguft 13. The detachment marched out and took poft 
(bur miles on this fide of Bennington. 

.Auguft 14. Lieutenant-Colonel Baum biting ready to 
march oiF early in the morning, he was attacked by a body^of 
700 rebels, who, ^&er having a few ftiot fired at them, retired 
and4ifperf<rd. 

By fome prifoners taken upon this occafion, and from fome 
royalifts who caitie in, Lieutenant^Colonel Baum was in^ 
formed, that the enemy were ftronfly entrenched at Benning** 
ton, that they expe^ed a large remforcement from the rel^ 
army, and intended to attack him as foon as the reinforce^ 
ment had joined them. 

On receiving this information the Lieutenant-Colonel very 
properly deferred his intention of pufliing on to Bennington, 
and halted in his poft, fending off an exprefs to inform Go* 
neral Burgoyne of his fituation, and defiring that fome troops 
might be ordered to fuftain him, 

V0L.VIL R K>^1>^^ 



242 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

Augull 14. His report was wrote in fuch high fplrits, that 
the General was induced to believe, that heafked for a rein" 
forcetnent more to enable him to attack the enemy than from 
any apprehenfioh of his corps being in danger of being 
attacked. 

In confequence of the above information Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Breyman was ordered to march with his corps (the bat- 
talion of grenadiers and Banner's battalion, about 500 men) 
and ^wo pieces of cannon to fuftain Lieutenant-Colonel Baum ; 
and an officer was Cent ofF to inform the latter, that Lieute- 
nant'Colonel Breyman had begun his march early the 15th. 

The diftance between the two corps rendered this rein- 
forcement ufelefs to Lieutenant-Colonel Baum, as they could 
not get up time enough to fupport him. 
- Augufl: 15. Some fmall parties were feen near Lieutenant- 
Colonel Baum's pod, who always retired upon being fired 
upon. Accounts were alfo received, that the rebels cxpeAed 
every hour a large reinforcement from their army ; however, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Baum being aiTured that Brcyman's 
corps were on their march to fuftain him,.determined to main- 
tain hispoft, notwithftanding the great numbers of the enemy. 
He took every pofTible precaution, and pofted his detachment 
to the greateft advantage. 

Auguft J 6. In the morning feveral bodies of men in arms 
were obferved approaching his poft. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baum was afliired they were royalifts, but their number en- 
creafing, he ordered out parties to reconnoitre, and foon per- 
ceived he was furroiinded by the rebels from Bennington, re- 
inforced by a large detachment from Mr. Arnold's army ; on 
a fignal being made by the rebels about half paft ten, he was 
attacked on all fides by fuperior numbers ; he maintained his 
poft above two hours, and often repulfed the enemy, but 
finding that his men had expended all their ammunition, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Breyman*s corps not yet appearing, he 
was obliged to think of a retreat with the dragoons (the Pro. 
vincials, Canadians, and Indians being already cut oiF from 
him). He twice forced his way through the enemy, and was 
as often attacked by frefti troops ; as a laft refource, he 
ordered his men to draw their fwords and rufli in upon the 
enemy, where, notwithftsindiiig every effort of bravery, this 
corps overpowered by fuperior numbers was entirely broken, 
and we know not as yet v/hat has been their fate. 

Seven dragoon?? have efcaped and joined the army. It is 
fdd Lk'uienent-Cjionei Baum is wounded, and no doubt 

numbers 
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numbers of the officers and men are killed and wounded. The 
reports of thofe who efcaped early are (o various and contra* 
didory that there is no depending upon them. They all 
however agree, that the rebels Were between three and four 
thou&nd ftrong. 



ExtraSi of a Letter from Sir William Howe to Lord George 
Germaine, ^/^i Philadelphia, 21/2 0<£tober, 1777. 

[Received \Ji December.] <» 

THE inclofures, No. 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, have been alfo 
tranfmitted to me by Sir Henry Clinton, and am forry to ob* 
ferve by them the very critical fituation of General Bur- 
goyne's army. He no doubt had fuccefs on the 19th of Sep- 
tember; at the fame time that adtion not being decifive 
would, by leaving him a number of wounded to tranfport» 
accumulate his difficulties in proceeding to Albany. 

I have reafon to believe he had a fecond adion on the 7th 
iiiftant, in which, by the enemy's report, they were fuccefs« 
ful ; but this remains extremely doxibtful, as they are ever 
ready to propagate the moil dired falsehoods upon every 
occafion. 

Copy of a Letter from Lleutenant'-Geniral Burgoyne to General 
Sir William Howe, dated Camp at Fort- Edward, Auguft 6, 
1777, with a Note annexed^ received from Sir Henry Clinton^ 
Oaober 7. 

[/» Sir William Howe's. ^/^ 2 1/? 0<aober, 1777*] 

Sir, 
I RECEIVED yefferday the duplicate of your letter of the 
t7th July, and (hall ftridlly obferve the contents. My pro- 
grefs from Skeenfbprough hither was very laborious, through 
a country naturally difficult, the roads and bridges all broken 
up, and in the face of the enemy, who retired neverthelefs 
from poft to poft with confiderable lofs in killed arid prifoners, 
and without any other troops engaged on our fide than Indians 
and Provincisjs, and thofe have fuffered no otherwife than 
in a few wounds. I have had the fuUeft fatisfadtion in the 
alacrity of the army^ wi the iflue has juftified my perfe- 
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verance in fireferring this route to the retrograde movement 
which it would have been to have taken the more commodi- 
ous 6nt by I'iconderoga and Lake George. The garrifon of 
Fort-George, in danger of being cut off by my movement 
direftly upon the Hudfon's River, abandoned, as -I had txr 
pededy the fort, and burned the vefTels defigned for the defence 
of the Lake. The firft embarkation therefore from Ticon- 
de^oga, which I had ordered to be ready for that purpdfe, 
pafled the Lake the day I took pofleffion of this impertsint 
communication by land; and the batteaux, which, had I 
taken the other route, mud have been deftined to the troops, 
were now employed for the tranfport of part of the magaxrnes, 
^hich puts me well forward. I have neverthelefi been com- 
pelled impatiently, but inevitably, to give confideraUe to 
fkb artillery, provifion, and batfeaux over fo long a carryiag 
place as fourteen miles, with a fmall number ^ horfes and 
carriages refpedively to the work. Your Excellency will 
likewife fee the neceffity of fortifying fome pods 10 fo very 
long a communication. I hope, however, to mevt to Sara» 
toga (where the enemy is at prefent pofted, but making difpo- 
fition to retreat) in a few days, but as I have a carry! ng-[dacc 
at Fort-Miller, and another at Stillwater, I do not apprehend 
it wtU be poffible to be in pofleffion of Albany, even fuppof* 
ing the enemy (bould not ftand a battle, before the 2ad or 
23d. Should the opportunity of any ftroke offer, I certaialy, 
where I can convey neceflary provifion only, fhall not wait 
the carriage of the tents or any other baggage. During my 
ilay here, the Indians -Have done good fervice ; not a day 
pailes without prifoners brought in, fome from miles behind 
the enemy's camp. I have detachments of feventecA d^* 
rent nations. 1 here is infinite difHculty to manage them. 
My effort has been to keep up their terror, and' avoid their 
cruelty. I think I have in a great meafure fucceeded. They 
attack very bravely, they fcalp the dead only^ and fpare the 
tnhabitants. I believe the fcalp of the famous partizan 
Whitcombe, who killed Brigadier Gordon laft year, to be lit 
their poffeilion. Mr. Arnold profefles a a intention to ftand 
an zAion fome where about Albany, I yet hear nothing of 
Mr. Wafhington. St. Leger is, I am affured by intelligence, 
in operation aboat Fort Stanwix. One reafon of. my impa- 
tience to gain the mouth of the Mohawk is to favour htm. I 
hope the difficulties of communicating with your Excellency 
will foon decreafe. I (ent a confidential meffenger to you 
fome days ago^ who I hope arrived ikfe. The letter yon 

• « laeation 
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mention to have been intercepted in a ca&tten was not from mi 
fior to you. It was an attempt of material purpofe had it 
fucceeded, without any poffible difadvantage happening from 
the difcov ery. 

As I meiin Sir Henry Clinton to read this letter in its 
pafTage^ I do not write to him feparately. My beft wiihca 
and afiedion to him. 

I am, with every poiSble ientiment of re(pe& and attach* 
ment| 6ir, &c. 

J. BUKG0YNI« 



Purport of a Difp^ttb on or about the %otb ^July, 1 777. 

ON the 1 6ih inftant the enemy diflodged from Ticonde- 
roga, and were driven on the fame day beyond S1ceen(borough 
on the right, and to Huberton on the left, with lofs of 128 
pieces of cannon, all their armed rallies and ammuakioiiy 
military ftores and provifion, tt> a vaft amount. 

On the two fucceeding days, the afcendency of his Ma* 
jefty's arms was further eftablifhed by two feparate a^Sions ^t 
diflant places and againft fuperior numbers, in which the 
enemy's lofs amounted to above fix hundred dead upon the 
field, above three times diat number wounded, and one 
Colonel, feven captains, ten fubalterns and near four hundqsS 
prifoners. 

Of the King's troops were killed one major, one captdn^ 
three lieutenants, one volunteer lieutenant of marines, twp 
ferjeants, forty-one rank and file. 

Wounded two majors, five captains, ten lieutenants, 6n^ 
volunteer^ thirteen ferjeants, one hundred and forty-two rank 
and file* 

Major Grant of the 24th regiment was the field-ofScer 
killed. 

C^ff efa Note from Lieutenant- GemralBmgqynt to Lieutetuaoi 
Gomral ^I'r Henry Clinton, dated 23^ Sepcembcr, 1777* ' 
Received ybOStohcr. 

[Jii Sir Waiiam Howe'x ofzijl 0&. 1777.] 

HAVE loft die old cypher, but being fore, from At te* 
fU>r of your letter, jfou jseant it If to pcDiaif, I htv« made 
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it out. An attack, or the menace of an attack, upoa Mont- 
gomery muft be of great uftr, as it will draw away a part of 
this force, and I will follow them clofe. Do it, my dear 
friend, directly, . Yours ever foithfully, 

J* B> 

Copy of a LetUrfromLieutenatit-GeneralBurgojnfi to Lieutenant 
Gemeral Sir H. Clinton, dated 26th Sept. 1777* Received 
^th October, 17-7. 

[In Sir William Howe'i of 21ft 0&. 1777.] 
Sir, 
THE be.irer, Captain Campbell, an officer o^ great merit 
and full confidence, is charged with an exad duplicate of my 
meiTage to your Excelle.icy difpatched yefterday by another 
officer. I requeft the moft fpeedy anfwer by triplicates. 

Believe me, &c. J. Burgoyni^ 

Copy of an Inelojure received from Lieutenant-General Sir 
H. Clinton, luith the above Letter. 

CONVERSATION with Captain Campbell fcnt by 
Qeneral Burgoyne to me. 

He (aid he was defired by General Burgoyne to tell me 
that the General's whole army did not exceed 5000 men ; 
that the confequences of the battle on the 19th were the lofs 
of between five and fix hundred men ; that the enemy were 
within a mile and a half of him ; that he knew not their 
numbers for certain, but believed them to be twelve or four- 
teen thoufand men ; that there was befides that a confiderabl^ 
body in his rear. That he wiihed to receive my orders whe- 
ther he fhould attack, or ret' eat to the lakes ; that he had but 
provifions to the 20th of this month ; and that he would not 
have given up his communications with Ticonderoga had be 
not expefted a co-operating army at Albany. That he 
wifhed to know my pofitive anfwer, as foon as poffible, 
whether I could open a communication with Albany, when I 
ihould be there, and when there keep my communication 
with New York ; that if he did not hear from me by the 12th 
inftant he (hould retire. 

To which I returned the. following anfwer bv Capt. Camp* 
bell, viz. That not having received any inftructions from the 
commander in chief, relative to the northern army, and un- 
acquainted even of his intentions concerning the operations 
of that army, excepting his wiihes that they flhould .get to 

Albany^ 
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.Albany, Sir H. Clinton cannot prefume to give any^orders to * 
General Burgoyne. General Burgoyne could not fuppoiil 
that Sir H. Clinton had an idea of penetrating to Albany 
with the fmall force he mentioned in his laft letter. What he 
offered in that letter he has now undertaken : cannot by any 
means promife himfelf fuccefs, but hopes it. will be at any 
rate ferviceable to General Burgoyne, as General Burgoynt 
fays in his letter anfwertng the oiFer M that even the menace 
of an attack would be of ufe," 

Copy of a Letter from Lieut enaht* General Sir Henry Clinton t0 
Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, dated Fort Montgomery, Sti 
OSober, 1777, 

[In Sir William HowcV ofzij 0&. 1777.] 

Dear Sir, 
NOUS y voila and nothing now between us but Gates. I 
fincerely hope this little fuccefs may facilitate your opera- 
tionSk 

In anfwer to your letter of the 28th of September, by C. 
C. 1 fhall only fay, I cannot prefume to order, or even advife^ 
for reafons obvious. I heartily wi(b you fuccefs, 

and am, &c. 

H,C. 

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Burgoyne to Lieute* 
nant General Sir Henry Clinton, dated ^*]th September, 
1777, and received at Fort Montgomery gib Oftober, 1777. 
[In Sir William Howe'j of 21J Oft. 1777.] 
Sir, , 
CAPTAIN Scott, of the 24* regiment, is entrufted with 
the fulleft difpatches and communications neceflary to be 
known by your Excellency. He is an officer of great mesit, 
and entitled to the fulleft confidence. 

I requeft you to return yoiir orders by triplicates, by 
different routes, reckoning that your old cypher fubfifts. 
I am, &c. 

J. BURGOYNB. 

■*••'* 

Copy of an Indefure received from Lieutenant General Sir Hctiry 
Clinton with the above Letter, 

CAPTAIN Scott, of. the 24th regiment, arriving on the 
9th, from General Burgoyne, faid, that the army under the 

R 4 Qi^tvKt^^ 
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Ceaeral's eemaitnd,4iinounting to 5000 meis> confifted of the 
l^owing corps. 

£rttim 2000, Provincial V. 500, Germans 2500 ; that At 
ffCbd army was about x 2,000, bcAdcs a body, fuppofed to be 
l^ut 400O9 that are hovering about ; that the continental 
iTQPps alone amount to the number of General Burgoyne's 
9gmy» Both armies were eiicamped a few miles above StilU 
WttCTy and the diftance not exceeding a mile and a half, in 
many places not more than half a mile, the ground of both 
armies rery ftrong. General Burgoyne can remain in his 
furefenc poution until die xzth, or until the i6th, (hould it be 
certain that the commuiiication would be open by that time . 
between the armies of General Clinton and General Bur- 
goyne ; if not^ it will be neceflary he (hould make good his 
retreat to Canada before the ice fets in. 

General Burgoyne begs that Sir Henry Clinton will give 
him an anfwer, conveying the plaineft and moft pofidve 
aeaoing how be ihould ad:, for the good of his Majefty : 
whether he (hould proceed to Albany, or to make good his' 
s:etreat to Canada. He cannot (tay longer than the 12th 
^M>iild be be obliged to retire to Canada, nor longer than the 
X6th (hould be proceed to Albany. He was obliged to give 
lip the communication between him and the lakes, on his 
quitting the heights of Saratoga. Was he to get to Albany^ 
be does not think he could be fupplied with proviiions for the 
winter ; the country there, and on the Mohawk river, being 
much drained, unlefs the comnumication is opened between 
Albany and New York. 

In the adion of thip iQtb of September the Briti(h troops 
acquired great honour, though no material advantage was 
seaped fiom it, night coming pn prevented it;, The enemy 
fought with a good deal of obAinacy. Our loft about 5309 
fpoftly Britiibi lulled and wounded i that of the enemy about 
taoo. 

General ^vrgc^ne begs Sir Henry Clinton will fend dupli* 
eates, either in writing or verWly, as foon as pofSble. 

General Burgoyne minks be ^ould force his way to Albany ; 
but unlefs a^ured that the communication between that place 
tnd New York was kept open} be coi4d not fubiift bis army 
during tbe wmt«r« 



Off 
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Opy of a Letterjrom LordVifcount Howe uL§ri George Ger* 
ifiaine,^^/^ Eagle, ofUcvt Yotky20tb September^ X776.* 

[ Ricehtd 24 Noveipber •] 

My Loud, 

FINDING, in a converiation with Mr. Sullivan, a Muorw 
General in the rebel army, takeA prifoner in the adion of the 
a.7th Auguft, that the leaders of the diiafFeSed Americana . 
profefled to underftand the powers delegated by the King's 
commiffion, were reflri^ied to granting pardons and declare 
JOfi; the colonies at peace, without authority to enter into any 
difouffion of grievances, I thought proper to inform that gen* 
tleman, that the obje£l of his Majefty's paternal defire was to 
make his American fubjeds happy, as well as to relieve them 
. from the calamities of war i that the commiffionert were 
willing to confult and confer with any perfons of influence 
upon the means of attaining thofe ends; and that reconcilta- - 
tion, union, and redrefs of grievances might be the happy 
confequencc* Mr. Sullivan hereupon propofed, and, with 
General Howe's approbation, I confented, that he {hould go to 
Philadelphia, and undeceive thofe who appeared to entertain 
that confined opinion of the King's moft gracious intentions* 

On the 9th inftant he returned, and acquainted me, that he 
had made known the fentiments I Jiad expreffed to him ; and 
that, according to the tenor of a refolution of Congrtfs, three 
deputies might foon be expelled in this province to inquire- 
more particularly into the grounds of the information he had 
communicated, 

I have the honour to iend inclofed to your Lordihip a copy 
of that refolution. 

Although the obje<% of this deputation apparently was to 
interrogate rather than to confer, General Howe concurred in 
opinion with me, that I (hould not on that account decline 
any propofition for a . meeting; We thought it material to 
controvert the real oraffe&ed ideaa before mentioned, which 
bad probably been circulated with a view to.perfuade the ig* 
norant, that the oflTer of peace and pardon, held forth in our 
declaration of the 14th July, was merely an artifice to difarm 
them, and that their liberties and properties were only to be 
fecured by a perieverance in their refolution to throw off all 
dependence upoo the King and Parliament of Great Britain, 

»' ■ ■ m il ■ I III I I ■ ■■■ ■■ _ . ^ I » 

* This letter was laid before the Houfc of Lojrds only. 

3 In 
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In the evening of the fame day I received information, that 
Dr. Franklin, Mr. John Adams, and Mr. Rutledge would 
meet me at any appointed place on the morning of the nth. 
—General Howe's prefence being that day neccflary with the 
army, he could not accompatw me to the meeting, which I 
appointed fhould be on Staten Ifland, oppofite to the town of 
Amboy. 

I acquainted them, that the King's dcfire to reftore the 
pubSfC tranquillity, and to render his American fubjeds happy 
in a permanent union with Great Britain, had induced him to 
conftitute commiflioners upon the fpot to remove the reilric- 
tions upon trade and intercourfe, to difpenfe the royal cle- 
mency to thofe who had been hurried away from their allegi- 
ance, to receive reprefentations of grievances, and to difcufs 
the means wherebv that mutual confidence and juft relation 
which ought to uibfift between the colonies and the parent 
ftztt might be reftored and preferved. I alfo gave them to 
iinderftand, that his Majefty was gracioufly difpoled to a re- 
viiion of fuch of his royal in(lru6tions as might have laid too 
much reftraint upon their legiflation, and to concur in a re- 
vifal of any of the plantation laws by which the colonics 
might be aggrieved — that the commiffioners were earneft on 
their part to prevent the farther efFufion of blood, and to pro^ 
ceed upon all fuch meafures as might expedite the accom- 
pliibment of the purpofes of their coromiffion— that they 
■were willing to confer with any of his Majefty's fubjefts, and 
to treat with delegates of the colonies legally chofen, upon all 
matters relating to grievances and regulations, — but that, for 
very obvious reafons, we could not enter into any treaty with 
their Congrefs, and much lefs proceed in any conference or 
negotiation upon the inadmiifible ground of independency, a 
pretenfion which the commiflioners had not, nor was it pof- 
fible they ever fhould have, authority to acknowledge. 

The three gentlemen were very explicit in their opinions, 
that the aiTociated colonies would not accede to any peace or 
alliance but as free and independent ftates; and they en- 
deavoured to prove that Great firitain would derive more ex- 
tenfive and more ^durable advantages from fuch an alliance, 
than from the connexion it was the objeA of the Gonuniflion 
to reflore. Their arguments not. meriting a ferious attention, 
the converfation ended, and the gentlemen returned to Amboy. 

In confequence of the refult of the abeve-»mentioned inter-' 
view, we judged it n^ceiTary to publifh the declaration in- 
dofed in our joint letter to your Lordfhip of this day's ^ate. 



A. 1778. DEBATES. 3151 

If I have troubled your Lordfhip with a narrative too long 
and unimportant, you will do me the juftice to impute it to 
the defire I have of communicating every circumO^ance from 
whence it is poilibie for your Lordihip to collect informatiod 
of the principles and conduct of thofe who Aili poiTels the 
government of this unhappy country. 

I have only to add, that as the rebel army remain flrongly 
pofted at the north part of the ifland of New Ycirk, and the 
inhabitants who had fled, or been compelled to leave the city 
before the King's troops took poffeffion of it, are not returned,, 
we have it not yet in our power, even were it expedient in the 
prefent moment, to effeft the compleat re-eltabliihment o( 
the civil government of this diftri£t. 

I have the honour to be, &c« How£« 

Copy of a Letter from the CommJJionirs for reJior{ng Peace U 

his Majeftfs Colonies in America to Lord George Germaine^' 

dated New York, 30/A November, 1776. ♦ 
[Received 30/A December.] 
My Lord, 

A PROCLAMATION (of which we have the honourta 
condole a copy) is the only ftep we have judyjed proper to 
take in the execution of our joint commilfion, fmce our dis- 
patches of the 20th of September. The military operations 
have been fo decifive in their feveral objeds, that we xwvf 
reafonably expe6l fome good confequences from the meafure^ 
not only amongft the defppnding multitude, who have been 
compelled or deluded into the prefent rebeHion^ and whofe in^ 
clinations, we perfuaJe ourfelves, are on the .fide of govern- 
ment, but amongft thofe, who, perhaps defpairing or being 
able to fa ve their properties from the f Tfeiture they had in*. 
curred, could entertain no hope of fecurity but by a perievc- 
rance,.to the utmoft extremity, in Retaining the powers they 
had once ufurped. 

Notwithftanding the atrocious delinquency of fome of the 
leaders and inftigators of the war, we were unwilling, in the 
prefent fituation of affairs, to exclude any of them from the 
benefit of the King's mercy, (hould they be difpofed ro return 
to their juft aliegrance within the period limited by our pro* 
clamation. 

Punifhment of thofe who have been moft eminently guilty 
may be expedient for the fake of example to future times: 

* This letter was laid before the Houfe of JLords only, 

but 
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but the re-eftablifhmcnt of perfed peace and tranquillity be* 
ing the principal object of our comrnifiion, we afiure ourfelves 
that his Majefty will gracioujly approve of that general lenity 
wifich we have held out as the moft probable means of ae- 
laining it. Exceptions from his Majefty's pardon, as well as 
any prolongation of time within which a pardon may be.ol^ 
tain^, will be matter of future con<idcration, according to 
the circumftances that may arife. . In thefe and in all other 
refpe£k, your Lordfliip may depend upon our a&ing with 
the ftrideft attention to the honour and dignity of the Crown, 
and to the fpeedy accomplifliment of the great purpofes of our 
appointm'ent. 

AddrefTes (copies of which we have the honour to inclofe) 
have been prefented to us, through his Excellency Governor 
^Tryon, from confiderable numbers of the inhabitants of the 
city and county of New York, of King's county and of 
Queen's county, attefting their allegiance to the King and 
their fubmiffion to the conditutional authority of Great 6ri« 
tain, and praying to be reftored to the peace of his Majefty, 
Lord Howe, to whom the addrelTes were prefented in the ab- 
fence of the General, did not think proper to return any other 
anfwer than that he would take the earlieft opportunity of 
communicating with General Howe on the occafion. Sorry 
as we are to difappoint the expectations and zeal of any of his 
Majefty's Iqya) fubjec^s, when we confider how (mall though 
important a part of this extenfive province is yet profefledly 
in allegiance, we cannot, with any degree of propriety, de« 
dare the whole at peace; and to open the trade of this pro- 
vince partially, even could any trade be now carried on, 
would, in the prefent fituation of affairs, be produdiive of 00 
good effedf and might introduce fuch abufes as would defeat 
uie intentions of the prohibitory a&. 

Wc arc, my Lord, &c. 

(Signed) Howe, 

W.HowE, 

C^ $f Prjfelamatiin ijfuid hy the King^s C^rttmi/Jlimersi y>tb 
November, 1776, 
[In their Litter efyAh November, 1776.] 
By Richard Vifcount Howe of the Kingdom of Ireland, and 
William Howe, Efq. General of his Majefty's Forces 
in America, the King's Commiffioners for reftoring 
Peace to his Majefty's Coloiiies and Pltntatiofts in North 
Anericat lic# w. &c« 

PRO* 
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PROCLAMATION 
Whereas, by our declarations of the i4Ch of July, and 
19th of September laft, in purfuance of his Majeftv's moft 
gracious intentions towards his fubje£ls in the colonics or 
provinces of New Hampfhirei Majlacbufett's Bay, Rhode 
Ifiand, ConneSicut, Nc\V York, New Jerfey,.. Penjylrania, 
the three lower counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virgiiiiay 
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, all perfons 
fpeedily returning to their juft allegiance were promifed a free 
and general pardon, and were invited to accept, not only the 
Uei&figs of peace, but a fecure enjoyment of their liberty and 
properties, upon the true principles of the conftitution ; And 
wberess, notwithftanding the faid declarations, and the ex« 
ample of many who have Availed themfelves of the aflurancet 
therein made} feveral bodies of armed men, in open con* 
tempt of his Majefty's proferred clemency, do ftill continue 
their oppofition to the eOabliihment of. legal government and 
peace ; and divers other ill-difpofed perfons, purfuing their owa 
»nbitious purpofes in the exercife of a lawkfs influence and 
power, are ufing frelh endeavours, by various arts and mifre* 
prefentations, to alienate the confidence and afFedion of hts^ 
Majtfty's fubjedsy to defeat every' plan of reconciliation^ 
and to prolong the unnatural war between Great J3ritain andV 
her colonies : Now, in order to the more effeSual accom«* ^ 
pliihment of his' Majefty's moft gracious intentions, and the 
fpeedy reftoration of the public tranquillity; and duly conw 
fidering the expediency of limiting the time within which 
fuch pardon as aforefaid Ihali be granted, and of fpecifying 
the terms upon which only the fame (hall and may be ob* 
twined ; we do, in his Majefty's name, and by virtue of the 
powers committed to us, hereby charge and command all per* 
fons whatfoever, ^ lio are afiembled together in arms againft 
his Majefty's government, to dift>and themfelves and to re- 
turn to their dwellings, there to remain in a quiet and peace* 
able manner; and we alfo charge and command aJi fuch 
other perfons as are aflTembled together under the name of 
General or Provincial Congreflcs, Committees, Conven- 
tions, or other AlTociations, by whatfoever name or names 
known and diftinguilhed, or who, under the colour of akiy 
authority from any fuch Congrefs, Committee, Convention, 
and other AiTociation, take upon them to ifToe or execute an/ 
orders for levying money, raifing troops, fitting out armed 
fiitps and veikls, imprifoniogi or ^erwifc molefting his 

Majefty's 
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Majefty*s fubjeSs, to defift and ccafe from all fuch treafonable 
a<itings and doings, and to rclinquith all fuch ufurped power 
and authority, fo that peace may be reftored, a fpeedy re- 
miffion of paft offences quiet'th^^ apprehenfions of the guilty, 
and all the inhabitants of the faid colonies be enabled to reap 
Ac benefit of his Majefty's paternal goodnefs in the prefer- 
vation of their property, the restoration of their commerce, 
and the fecurity of their moft valuable rights^ und^ r the juft 
and moderate authority of the Crown and Parliament of 
Gr^t Britain; and we do hereby declare and make known to 
all men, that every perfon who, within fixty days from the 
day of the date hereof, (hall appear before the Governor, or 
Lieutenant-Governor, or Commander in Chief, in any of his 
Majefty's colonies or provinces aforefaid, or before ihc Ge- 
neral or Commanding officer of his Majelly's forces in Ame- 
rica, or any other officer in his Majefly's fervice, having the 
command of any detachment or parties of his Majefty's forces 
there, or before the Admiral or Commander in Chief of his 
Majef^v's fleets or any other officer commanding any of his 
Majefty's fliips of war, or any armed velTel ia his Majefty's 
lervtce, within any of the ports, havens, creeks, or upon the 
coafts of America, and fhall claim the benefit of this Procla- 
mation, and at the fame time teftify his obedience to the laws, 
by fubfcribing a declaration in the words following : ** I, A. B. 
do promife and declare, that I will remain in a peaceable 
obedience to his Majefty, and will not take up arms,' nor en- ^ 
courage others to take up arms, in oppofttion to his authority,'* 
fhall and may obtain a full and free pardon of all treafons and 
mifprifions of treafons, by him heretofore committed or done, 
and cf all forfeitures, attainders, and penalties for the fame ; 
and upon producing to us, or to either of us, a certificate of 
fuch his appearance and declaration, (hall and may have and 
receive fuch pardon made and pafied to hira in due form. 
. By command of their "I Given at New York, 

Excellencies, V this 301 h day of No* 

Henry Strachey. J vcmber, 1776. 

(Signed) Howe, 

yl^.HowE. 

Extras of a Letter from General Sir William Howe to Lord 
George Germaine, dated New York, November 28, 1776. 

[if^fWu^i 30/A December.] 
I HAVE the honour to acknowv ledge tjie receipt of your 
Lordibip's difpatches of the litb, i2th,.and Sift of June, four 

different 
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different letters of 22d of Auguft, enclofing one to Sir Guy 
Carleton of the fame date. 

Extras of a LetUr from the Honourable Sir William Howe 
to Lord George Germaine, dated New York, July ^tby 1777. 

I HAD the honour toreceive by the Somerfet, tranfmitted 
by Mr. D'Oyley, copies of your Lordfliip's letters to Sir Guy 
Carleton of the 26th of March, and John Stuart, £fq. of the 
2d of April, together with the fcveral ftates of the Anfpach 
corps, detachment of artillery, chaffeurs, &c. 

[Upon comparing the feveral Letters publijhed in the London 
, Gazette with the Copies of the fame Letters upon the Tahiti 
. the following Paragraphs in General Burgoyne's Letter to Sir 

William Howe, dated Camp before Ticonderoga, July 2^ 

1777, were found to be omitted.^ 

THE enemy do not appear to have the leaft fufpicion of 
the King's inftruSions relative to the campaign after the re- 
duftion of Ticonderoga. . 

I fball implicitly follow the ideas I communicated to your 
Excellency in my letters from Plymouth and Quebec. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. BURGOYNE. 

Tranflated Copy of the Contents of the Infir unions given to LieU't 
tenant-Colonel Baum, with regard to an Expedition he is t§ 
command, ♦ 

THE intention of this expedition is to dive into the fenti- 
ments of the inhabitants, to mount the regiment of dragoons, 
and to attempt furnifhing the army with horfe?, cattle, and 
waggons. He was to take the route of Arlington, Manchef- 
tcr, and Rockingham. He was to halt at each of thefe places, 
and from Manchefter he was to fend a detachment of Indians 
and Provincials up ConnecSicut river as far as Number Four. 
From Manchefter he was to continue his march to Rocking- 
ham, where he was to take poft. The Lieutenant-Col<bne!, 
with his corps of regulat troops, is not to pafs bey. nd Rock- 
ingham. He is there to take the moft advantageous fituation. 
All cattle, waggons and horfes are to be fent to the army, and 
driven by Provincials well efcorted. When the fcrvice is 

♦ This copy differs from the copy publiftied in America. 

cffeaed, 
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eiFedled, he is to take the (horteft route by Brattenburg u^ 
Albany, there to join the body of the army. Wherever he 
pafles he is to make the inhabitants believe, that the corps 
which he commands is the van-guard of the armv» which it 
to take the route of Bofton, and that he is to be joined at 
Springfield by a body of troops from Rhode Ifland. 

In cafe the army ihould not be arrived at Albany fo foon as 
die Lieutenant-Colonel bat fini(bed the bufinefs, Genend 
Burgoyne will give him advice, and will recall him to the 
army, or will give another route to his corps. 

The Lieutenant-Colonel muft fend intelligence from time 
to time of his pofition, and of what he has effcSted. 

Should the enemy &ce htm with too great a force. General 
Burgoyne will not fail to fend him the mod fpeedy fuccour^ 
or will fo take his meafureS| that the enemy fliall find'thcm- 
Iblves between two fires. 

Cami> at Fort Edtaard^ J. BuRGOTlTBt 

Juguftph^ 1777. Xieutenant- General. 

This in general is the contents t>f the inftrufUons to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Baum. The changes in his route were made 
Upon the report of Colonel Skeen, who informed General 
Burgoyne tlut there" was a very confiderable magazine at 
fiennington,^![nd that it would be very eafy to furprife and 
make himfelf mafter of it. The Lieutenant-Colonel was 
immediately fent from Batten-Kill diredly towards Ben* 
llington. The rebels having fent very great reinforcements 
to that place, the Lieutenant- Colonel could not, abfdutdy 
with a handful of foldiers, refift the efforts of the enemy^ 
.who had at leaft ten times his force. The unhappy refult is 
but too well known* 

Number of the Troops employed upon that ExpccUtku. 
Regiment of dragoons - • l#6 

Indians - • « • iCO 

Peter's corps - - - •150 

Provincial and Canadian volunteers - .56 

Ffafer's company • - - 50 

The Provincials and Canadians not being ftrong enough. 
General Reidefel added to them 25 chaiTcurs and 75 other 
jbldiers of the Germans. 

yanuarjf 
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January 21, 1778. 

Private bufinefs. 

January 22, 

Sir Philip Jennings CUrke^ purfuant to notice given the 
preceding day, as foon as the private bufinefs was fini(hed| 
rofe and faid, Sir, I rife now to fulfil a promife I made to fe^* 
veral of my neighbours before I left the country, which was, 
to inquire into the ftate and circumftances of feveral new lc-» 
vies of troops which have been lately ordered to be raifed. 
The people of the country have been told, Sir, that the Ame- 
rican war is the war of Parliament ; they are therefore ex- 
ceedingly alarmed to hear that a large body of men has been 
raifed during the recefs of Parliament, without their know- 
ledge or advice, not the leaft intimation having been given 
by the minifter of fuch an intention before the adjournment j 
on the contrary, the noble Lord told the Houfe he had a con- 
ciliatory propofition to make at their next meeting, which he 
thought would end to the advantage of this country. The 
noble Lord, inftead of a peace, has produced an army, an ar^ 
my raifed under the aufpices of perfons who have never been 
noted for their loyalty to their fovereign, or their attachment 
to the conftitution. To know into what hands the fword is 
placed is the grand obje<5l of this mquiry. 

However ncceflary it may be to raife troops to continue this 
ruinous, deftru6live war, it is incumbent on us to take care 
that the fword is placed in fafe hands; that it is not turned 
againft ourfelves ; and that thefe powers which are now em- 
ployed to deftroy the freedom of America, in the end may not 
Endanger our own. 

The motion I am now going to make is, " That an humble 
ftddrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that ke will be gracioufly 
pleafed to give direAion^, that there be laid before this Houfe 
an account of the number of troops ordered to be railed during 
Che late adjoiiiitment of Parliament, fpecifying the different 
corps, and the names of the officers appointed to command 
them, and alfo the names of all the officers appointed to ferve 
in each rank in the different corps, and the time each officer 
has fervcd in any other corps in the army, previous to fuch 
appointment; and the rank he held." 

Lord BarrtngtdH f&id, he had no objeftion to the motion, 
but thought that the number of troops raifed was improper in- 
formation; and therefore moved to leave out thofe words, 
ft!)d to fay, <^ atl account fpecifying the different corps which 

VoL.Vm. "S have 
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have beenr ordered to be raifed during the late adjournment. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Lord North obfcrved, he was happy in having it in his 
power to infornn the Houfe, that the purpofes for which the 
adjournment was originally propofed bad not only been an- 
fwered, by the afiive exertion of the various officers employed 
in the feveral departments of his Majefty's fervice, but that 
the voluntary unfoiicited efforts of feveral loyal fubje£ts, bad 
alfo contributed to this effe(3.— A fubfcription had lately 
been fet on foot in feveral parts of the kingdom, that not only 
intimated the moft valid indications of truly patriotic zeal* 
but alfo gave a moft flattering appearance of the public ac- 
quiefcence in the condufi of adminiftration. It was no little 

' comfort to perfons interefted in public employments to ob» 
ferve, that the opinion univerfally enteruined of their ma* 
nagement was not influenced by contingencies that human fa- 
gacity could not impede, and that it was a pleafure peculiarly 
grateful to an honeft Englifliman, that amidft fuch emergen«- 
cies, the fortitude of the people (bould ihine particularly con* 
fpicuous. 

Right Honourable T. Taivnjbend aflertqd the exfreme im- 
propriety in the conduct of adminlflration, in making fo long 
a recefs,,at a time they intended to adopt fo important a mea* 
fiire as that of levying and raifing, within the kingdom, fo 

, confiderable a military force as 15,000 men, without the pre- 
vious confent of Parliament, or indeed any previous commur 
jiication whatever to that Houfe, of any fuch intention, Ife 
faid, if one regiment, raifed in fo unconftitutional.a manner, 
could be jufiified, twenty, fifty, or any given number, might 
in the fame manner. What fence or prote&ion were th^ 
conftitutlon and the laws againft arbitrary power, if all its 
friends had to do, in order ^o eftablifh fuch a mode of go- 
vernment, was to promote fubfcriptions for raifing troops, 
and, when they were raifed and embodied, employing them in 
fupport of their favourite dofirines? RefpeSing the pQrpofes^ 
to eiFed which thofe troops were to be employed, and the ner 
ceffity arifing from the prefent ftate of our colonies. Parlia- 
ment had no right at all to interfere, or they mud have bee|i 
the beft and only judges of both the purpofes and the nece^ 
fity. Why then adjourn Parliament without confulting themf 
He would grant in argument every thing rhofe moft fanguine 
for the meafure might wi(h to urge in its favour; but ftill, 
though the eflence of thf conftitutlon wasloftj it bdioved niii*. 

nifters 
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liifters to at litzA prcferve the forms of it; and not, by ad-i 
journing Parlian^ent to a long day, on purpofe to exercife its 
only great conftitutional power, that of granting money, in«» 
cur the actual expenditure, and bind parliamentary faith firft^ 
and theii call upon that Houfe, as a matter of courfe, to pro^ 
vide for that expenditure. 

Lord North refted his defence^ firfti on the ground of nc- 
ceffity J fecondly, on the impra<3icability of imparting what 
was not, nor could not be known, to minifters at the time of 
the adjoumoient; and^ thirdly, on their condu£): being per-, 
fe£Uy conftitutional. The neceility, he faid, would not bd 
difputed ; the very arguments, daily urged by the gentlemen 
on the other fide of the Houfe, proved it beyond a poffibility 
of doubt. The operatbns of the next campaign, in Anoericaj 
would call for the moft vigorous and decided exertions, if our 
colonies (hould obftinately perfift in refufing.to agree to rca* ' 
fonable terms of accommodation. It was not in the power of 
adminiftration, before the receft, to bring the matter as a 
meafure before Parliament, becaufe, in fa6t, except in a very 
few inftances, they were totally ignorant of what afterwards 
happened. Offers had been made; but in what inftahcesj 
other than thofe already made, or how far they might be 
received or rejeded, could not, at the time Parliament ad* 
journed, be poffibly in the contemplation of minifters. As 
to the laft point, on which the honourable gentleman had 
delivered his fentiments with fo much vehemence and acri<* 
mbny, relative to the contempt thrown upon Parliament^ 
and the breach of the conftitution, he begged leave to draw 
a very different conclufion. The American war was a con- 
ftitutional war ; it was a popular war ; and the offers made 
to the Crown, and accepted of, were perfedly conftitutional. 
The right of the fupreme legiflature was denied ; arms had 
been taken up by our rebellious fubje£^s in America, in main^ 
tenance of this denial; a very loyal part of his Majefty's fub* 
jeds had expreffed their abhorrence of fuch an unnatural re** 
bellion ; and had, in proof of thofe fentiments, offered their 
perfons and their purfes in fupport of the conftitutional rights 
of this country. 

Mr. Burke took notice of the zeal of the noble Lord, aild the 
warmth of his bofom for the public weal. He fuppofed it to be 
that zeal, warmth, and ardour, that had induced him to aflift, if 
not to devife, the raifing of men without the knowledge of Par- 
liament, and by that means ading unconftitutionally for the 
good of his cottotry. He remf pfibered that the noble Lord voted 
• Sx V^^ 
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for an adjournment of Parliament fDr fix weeks, for two feveral 
reafons ; the one, to give him an op^rtunity of digefting an 
equitable plan of conciliation, founded on conceffion $ and the 
c>ther, to guard him from being (hot through and through with 
the long arrows of militant oppcfition. It had turned out, he 
(aid, however, that another more fubftantial reafon exifted for 
the adjournment of Parliament — not of contriving propofitions 
6f peace, but of fecuring force towards war, in an illegal, un- 
conftitutional, and extravagant way. 

He obferved, on the prefent crifis of Britain, that it' was 
lamentable in the extreme. He faid, he had the fame day exr 
amined the ftate of our fund«, and found that the three per 
cents confolidated flood at 71^ ; and he begged leave to con* 
traft that with the ftate of the fame fund in January 1760, 
the fifth year of a war with the united Houfe of Bourbon, 
when they were 79. In the latter inftance they were 79, 
when we had funded 23,000,000!. and in the firft they arc 
71, when we have funded 5,000,000). He continued to 
obferve on the prefent mode of raifing fupplies, that he would 
confider its propriety in two feparate points of view; ift, 
whether it was in refpe£l of expence the moft economical ; 
and, adly, whether it was in refpeft of ftrength the moft ef- 
fectual. He confidered the firft expence of raifing a regi* 
ment to be about 5000I. So much we receive, fuppofing that 
the fupplies flow from the voluntary gift of the fubfcribers. 
They are embodied in feparate corps, habited, maintained for 
<he war, difcharged, and placed upon the half.pay lift; all 
which, calculating the amount of half-pay at ten years pur- 
chafe, would coft us 30,0001. fo that we in reality receive 
6o,ocol. as there are 16 regiments offered, to pay 480,000!. 
That this is economy worthy the people who contrived it he 
was well convinced ; the offer received was a feeming advan- 
tage, but an a£hiai lofs ; for where there was ever occafion 
for multiplying the fupplies granted by Parliament, it was 
moft economical to raife them in feparate corps, while the 
battalions already raifed want more than one half of their 
war eftabltfliments, as it brings a double charge of officers 
both on full and half pay, which charge conftitutes the ex- 
pence, amounting, as faid befot^, to 30,000!. for each 5000I. 
So far as to the economy. As to the efficacy, he would only 
obferve, that in our former wars, it was held prudent and 
expedient to advance the battalions from their peace to their 
war eftabli(hment, which was nearly double, mingling there- 
by the new with the veteran troops, aikl adding to the 

ftrength 
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ftrength of the one. the experience of the other. This^ he 
faid, was the praftice of former times ; it was fo done laft war, 
and) as we were crowned with conqueft, he would not believe 
that it was wrong, nor would he adopt any other mode in 
preference to it. He obferved, that, of all the expedients ufed 
by a flcilful miniftry towards redeeming public credit, none 
was ever more truly, deferving of attention, or more worthy 
of applaufe, than the prefent. A charitable fubfcription was 
begun for the relief of the diftrcfled American prifoners, and 
the miniftry nobly caught at the contrivance, envied the fmall 
contributions made to relieve the diftrefs themieives had oc<« 
cafioned, and opened the firings and the mouth of a fubfcrip- 
tion-bag for the treafury. Convinced, as they were, that th'e 
country would no longer be induced by intereft to hasiard 
their money in fubfcribing towards loans, fecured by govern- 
ment, they applied to their benevolence, and, like a beggar 
ailcing a boon, received charitable donations from the pity* 
difpofed people of this country. He faid the noble Lord in 
the blue ribbon reminded him of Pericles, who, exhaufied 
with misfortune, wafted with difeafe, and Irngering with pain, 
walked abroad, bedecked with amulets, char^ns, and faws of 
old women. The loan now unfilled and unpaid was hU 
difeafe ; and the charitable contributions of his friends w0fe 
bis amulets and charms. He was ready to grant, that volun* 
tary donations might be fairly interpreted as proofs of a 
people's afteSion, but they were no lefs fo of their real po- 
verty. Private and public life exhibited pregnant prooi« 
that folicitations on one hand, or benevolences on the other^ 
were the common eftefts of pride, poverty, and pity, Perfons 
might be mean from choice, naked from madnefs ; but ragi 
difcovered an involuntary madnefs, or a poverty willing to be 
concealed. It was true that France, during the late war, iq 
the midft of her national diftrefies, was a^f):ed by the people, 
. who delivered their plate for the public fervice. This was a 
glorious inftance of national patriotifm, but it was like wife a 
proof of national poverty. The mention of the laft war muft 
recall to the ideas of every perfon prefent the moft difagreeable 
and humiliating ideas, and fill the Houfe, as v/ell as nation^ 
with regret. He then contrafted the ftate of this country ai 
prefent, and the peiiod alluded to, in the moft ftriking point 
of view, and faid, what added a particular aggravation to the 
nature of our misfortunes was, that every wicked, weak, dr 
blufidering meafure was {an<^ioned under the name of the 
Conftitutionj every thing that was tranfafted in parliament, 

S 3 cabvKv^^> 
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cabinet, or elfcwhere, was fheltered under that venerable 
name. The ufe this word was lately employed in, brought to 
his recolledlion Dean Swift's application of Whitflied, a prof* 
titute Iriih crown lawyer's motto on his coach, libertas et na^ 
iaUfGlunit which would be applied by every man according to 
his own ideas, or as his interefts led him. Jufl: fo with the 
noble Lord ; the idea annexed to the word conftitution by him 
was very different to its true import in a limited monarchy. 
He might mtotion it as often as he pleafed, and ring the 
changes upon conftitution, conflitutional, &c. but he might as 
well vainly expc(% that his garter would preferve him from the 
gout, or his ribbon expel a fever, as to imagine, that to'prof- 
titute the word conftitution would prevent an inveftigation into 
bis conduit at fome future period. 

Mr. Dunning faid, whatever the noble Lord might think, 
he by no means approved of the Highlands of Scotland and the 
towns of Manchefter and Liverpool taking the lead. When 
the nation, about two years fiace, were as bufy in manufaSur* 
ing addrefies as they are now in promoting fubfcriptions, he 
Confidered it as ominous that Manchefter was the firft addreflen 
and he looked upon it equally ominous now that fhe was the 
firft fubfcriber. 

He cenfured the condudi of the Committee at the London 
Tavern very fcverely for the advertifements put forth by them, 
as both illegal and unconftitutional. He was certain that 
many difplayed their names in the lift, who were atSuated by 
no fuch motive. It could not in its nature be voluntary. 
j^len who lay under obligations to government were compel-* 
led to this oftentation of gratitude, and their adherents^ in 
their turn, made a virtue of neceility; fo that nothing coul4 
be fairly inferred from it concerning the inclinations of the 
people, or their acquiefcence with government. He was not 
difpofed to the invidious tafk of difcrimtnating, in a public ca- 
talogue, between the deferving and the undeferving; but he 
(ould perceive, from the lift of fubfcribersj that though the 
lagacity of fome might be confided in, their eftablifbfng tbetrt** 
felves into a Committee, and being thereby in aii 
pation^l concern," a fubftitute for Par amcnti. 
thsy were not qualified to exert.— 1 
propofe an amendment in the terms 
ih^t for the future, when fuch pr<^ 
(hould be required to fay, ** for 
ihould think fit,'^ an4 npt as ;> 
dae£t« 
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Colonel Barre propofed an amendment to the motion, and 
. required that the ufes for which the different corps had been 
raifed, ihould be particularly fpecified. — It was very neceflkry 
that Parliament fliould know the peculiar purpofes and defti* 
nations of all the different bodies of men that were levied under 
their fanSion. This amendment being complied with the mo- 
tion was carried without a divifion. 

■ Mr. Fox obferved, that it were happy for the miniftry if 
they could forget the laftwar, and the bright luftre the Bri-i* 
tiQi arms had acquired by it ;^ that it were well for their reputa« 
tion that the world could lofe the recolledion of the glorious 
fucceifes that crowned the enterprizes of Great Britain during 
that period, to the end that the contraft of the prefeht difgracts 
might not firike the nation fo firongly, and render the con* 
trivers of the meafures which occafioned them the execratioa 
of the people. 

The minifter's views in holding out in fuch pompous co» 
lours the proffered aid of feveral individuals were fpecious and 
impofmg ; they wifhed tojmprefs the people at large with the 
idea that their meafures were perfe6tly conflitutional, or 
they fhotild not have met with fuch general fupport from the 
nation. 

For his part, he could not be deceived in that particular, as 
he knew the offers of fupport came from men of (uch a de» 
fcription as would be no credit to adminiftration to be fup- 
ported by. Scotland and Manchefter very readily concurred 
to flrength'en the hands of minifters, who were purfuing mea^ 
fures fo conformable to their own fentiments, and to maintain 
a government fo exadlly fimilar to that of their darling, Kin^ 
Jame^s II. a government which was purfuing the fteps that lo^ 
that prince his crown. [Here fome gentlemen called him to 
order, as they conceived that he was drawing a pslrallel between 
the prefent King's reign and that of James; Mr. Fox, how« 
ever, quaiihed what he had faid, and went on.] 

He added, that Scotland and Manchefter were fo accaf- 
tomed to difgrace, that it is no wonder if they^cket inftances 
of diihonour,«and fit dewn contented with infamy } but as he 
knew Britain in general poffefTed other fentiments, and would 
not continue in the delufion which had brought difgrace 
upon her arms, annihilated one army, and difhonoured ano-* 
ther, but would invefligate the oaufe of our misfortunes to , 
the fountain-head, from whence the calamities of the war and 
cf this campaign in particular had originated. By thii 
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means they might be able to difcover the men who had done 
all this, and who had brought difgrace upon their country as 
far as lay in their power; although at the fame time he 
owned no minifters had it much in their power to degrade 
this country, fince a change of men wiped ofF the difgrace. 
To this end, be (aid, he renewed a motion which he bad made 
before the recefs, for having ^' copies or extra^ of the let- 
ters of infirudions fent to Generals Howe, Carleton,and Bur- 
goyne, tending to any co-operation between the Generals 
Howe and Burgoyne." He hoped that he would not be un- 
derftood to take any undue advantage from the abfence of a 
noble Lord [Lord George Germai'ne] who might be affected 
by the difciofures called for. He knew the caufe of his ab- 
fence was owing to a &mily misfortune, at the (ame time the 
inquiry called for was necefTary, and immediately fo. 

He then fpoke to his intended motion. He faid it was im- 
poifible that 10,000 men could be loft, no unforefeen or ex- 
traordinary accident happening, if there was not a fault 
(bmewhere, in the plan, the execution, or both. That this 
fault could be found out only by an inquiry into the inftruc- 
tions given to General Burgoyne ; that therefore, as he hoped 
the gentlemen in adminiftration had given no advice or in- 
ftruSions which could not bear the teft of parliamentary in- 
quiry, he flattered himfelf that the motion he was about to 
snake would not meet their oppofition. It were needleft to 
have a parliament if it could not call for information, and pu- 
nifl) delinquents ! (He then moved, ^^ That an humble addrels 
be prefented to his Majefty, that he will be gracioufly pleaied 
to give directions, that there be laid before this Houfe copies 
ef all inftrudions and other papers, relative to the expedition 
from Canada under Lieutenant-General Burgoyne ; and alfo 
copies of fuch parts of the inftrudions given to General Sir 
William Howe, as relate to any intended co-operation with 
Lieutenant-General Burgoyne.*' 

Colonel LuitrtU was not fatisfied with the explanation ; and 
the leis fo, as he faid he had heard the honourable gentleman 
declare that he would fpeak treafon when he pleafed. 

Lor4 Ncrth (aid, that if the honourable gentleman bad not 
^ke treafon, he had gone very near it. King James had 
bueen dethroned for endeavouring to fubvert the lav/s, overturn 
the coiiftitution, and reign without a parliament. The pre- 
fern Kii'.g^ on the contrary, was contending to eftahlilh the 
fower 91 Parliament) and enforce the laws of the country. 

It 
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It was the duty of Parliament to inquire into the condud of 
minifters; to turn out fuch as had a6led wrong ; and to keep 
out fuch as would wilb to a^ wrong. When the names of the 
fubfciibers (hould be made public, it would then appear that 
they were men who had been always (incerely attached to the 
Brunfwic family ; and that though it had been otherwife, it 
would be ungenerous and impolitic to impute the faults of the 
parent to the children. As well might himfelf and the ho- 
nourable member be called Tories, as the anceftors of botk 
bad been of that defcription of men. 

As to the propofed inquiry, he had not the leaft objefiion 
to it; he only found fault with the time of moving for it, 
when the noble Lord, from a recent lofs, and great domeftic 
misfortune, which prevented him from attending ihe Houfc^ 
and in fome degree difqualiiied him for a defence ; he would 
therefore recommend it to the worthy member to fufpend bis 
rodtiontill Tucfday next, on which day he was informed the! 
noble Lord intended to be in his feat in the Houfe. 

Mr. Fox rofe to explain the imputation of meaning forae- 
thing treafonable by his allufion to the government of King 
James. This be would maintain, that whofoever attempts to 
ad contrary to the conftitution, can be no friend to it; that 
an attempt to tax 3,000,000 of people;, without their own cpn«» 
fent, was unconftitutional ; knd that as King James had been 
depofed for exercifing power not his own, fo this country had 
been depofed from its natural dominion over America for 
ufurping a power denied by the conftitution. 

.As f>r the motion, he would not have it thought that he 
wanted to take any mean advantage of the noble Lord's dif» 
trefled (ituation; he could not indeed fee that his prefence 
was necefTary at the time of making the motion; but that if 
It appeared otherwife td the Houfe, he was willing to with* 
draw fpr that evening, and make it on Tuefday next, 

Mr. Dunnvig made a diflin^lion between inquiry and accu« 
fation. To fubmit the infirudtinns of General Burgoyne to ^ 
the infpedlion of the Houfe, was not laying an accufation be- 
fore them againft either the proje£tor or the executor of the 
plan; though it would redound to the honour of the minifter 
for the American department, if the inftruftions fhould appear 
fauhlefs, as ^be expedied the Houfe to believe* 

Mr. Raus was of a different opinion. He thought the mcz^ 
fure premature until the arrival of the General ; and, though 
from a particular occafion he had conceived a perfonal difhke 
to that officer, yet he fhould oppofe a flep which would ex* 
pofe him, however innocent h» might be, to the almoil inde- 
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lible impreffions ar'tfing neceffanlj from the prejudging bis 
cafe ; for it was univerully believed on all fides that there was 
a fault fooiewhere^ and if upon an infpcdtion of the inftrtic* 
tions the minifter fhould be declared innocent^ it was impof- 
iible not to impute crimfnality to General Burgoyne. ' 'I^he 
propofltion was therefore to the laft degree ungenerous. 

Mr. tVedderburne [the Solicitor- General] argued, that it 
was unfair to take the matter up fo haAily in the abfence of 
Lord Germatne, and more particularly as it would be time 
enough to agitate it when the noble Lord (hould arrive, wbicb 
was to be in fo Cbort a time. He declared he fpoke no opi- 
juon but his own ; it was now againft the motion ; but he 
was fo perfe6tly free in his determinations, that if on Tuefday 
any new matter (hould come out to inform him better, die 
noble Lord fhould not be furprifed at feeing him divide againft 
bim* 

It having been thrown out in the courfe of the "debate, that 
adminiftration had encouraged newfpaper abufe. Lord JVir- 
' gent obferved, that fuch charges had frequently been made 
from the other fide of the Houfe; but he had every reafon to 
believe, they were ill-founded. He had indeed frequently 
beard infinuations of that nature made by thofe very gentle- 
men, who feemed fo deilrous to date it as a ground of cenfure 
againfl minifters. As to the quellion before the Houfe, he 
ficfired to be governed by no man's opinion but his own. The 
noble Lord near him [Lord Nc«rch] feemed willing and 
ready to lay the inftru6tions now moved for before the Houfe, 
io might the other noble Lord in whofe department thofe in- 
finj6iions lay ; but for his part, he fhould ever continue to 
refift any propofition tending to public inquiry into the con- 
iuBi of an abfent maa. General Burgoyne was that abfent 
man; he was now at three thoufand miles diftance, and of 
jrourfe could not be in a fituation to anfwer for himfelf. The 
parties were the minifters on one fide, and that gentleman on 
the other;, the caufe of that fatal mi fear liage muft light 
fomewhcrel Parliament, upon a full hearing, was to judge. 
How then was it poflible to determine till the parties were ail 
prefent ; that could not be till General Burgoyne returned ; 
confequently all inveftigation and inquiry muft be premature 
fill the arrival cf that event. He was the more confirmed in 
that opinion, by what had appeared in print, by authority \^ 
he meant Mr. Burgoyne's letter, in which he feemed to be rc- 
i^ruSted by his orders. This matter was varioufly talked of, 
and various judgments bad been already paifed upon the con- 
tents^ 
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tents. This was ftill a ftronger reafon with him to abftain 
from acceding to any motion, which, from thefe circum- 
itances, muft almoft inevitably lead to a partial judgment. 
To corroborate what he faid, his Lordfhip informed the Hotife, 
that at a very early period of his acquamtance with Parlia- 
ment, a difafter had happened to the Britifh arms, a motioia 
was at that time made extremely fimilar to the prefcnt ; it was 
niade by the late Mr. Fox [afterwards Lord Holland] but the 
parties being abfent [Leftocke and Matthews] the prefent 
Lord Chatham [then Mr. PittJ made a motion to poftpone 
the inquiry, till thofe gentlemen were on the fpot to anfwcr 
Tor themfelvcs. And as he wifhed to do noW, fo he did then ; 
he feconded the motion of the noble Lord who wifhed to defer 
the inquiry, till every perfon concerned fhould be in a fituation 
to anfwer for himfelf. 

Colonel Barre treated the noble Lord's general profeffiont 
of candour and impartiality with a kmd of ludicrous appro- 
bation. He fuppofed when the noble Lord talked of think- 
ing for himfelf, he meant no more than to fay, that he adopted 
higher opinions than thofe of the minifter ; he fhould not be 
therefore futprifcd if he differed from the minifler, and'yeC 
when the queflion came to be finally determined, he fhoul<| 
vote in a majority ; he was certain that if the noble Lord's 
judgment was formed upon that high authority he fufpeded it 
was, fhouM the minifter be fo hardy as to differ from him, he 
would moft certainly find himfelf out-numbered* As to the 
learned gentlemati, who fo earneflly affirmed, that he meant 
to follow no man's opinion but his own, he was willing to be- 
lieve, that he flood in the fame predicament as the lafl men- 
tioned noble Lord; by fpeaking tio opinions but their own, 
they plainly gave the minifter to underftand, that whenever ho 
adledfrom his own judgment, or fhowed the leafl difpofitioa 
to inform the Houfe on matters neceilary to be known, that 
be was no longer to be fupported i but mufl give way to that 
over-ruling inl^uence which governed every thing, within and 
without Parliament.' He felt therefore for the fituation of 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon; and whenever the quef- 
lion fhould come to receive a negative, he aclvifed his Lord- 
ihip not to undergo the painful morti^cation of being ren- 
dered a cypher, while he apparently held the rank of firfl rnini* 
fter ; but prudently taking the hint from the noble Lord who 
Jaft fpoke, and the learned gentleman ^Mr, Wedderburne] 
who fpoke before, make his retreat in time, and, as ufual, vote 
\a 4 decided majority, 

Mr; 
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. Mr. Burie aflured tbe noble Lord, who fpoke laft but one, 
d»t if he meant to point at him, as one of the peribns who 
had hinted any meafure againfl Lord and General Howe, he 
was exceedingly miflaken. He was perfe6Uy fati&fied that 
they were able men ; he was fure ilill, that they were defer v^ 
ing of a higher character, for be was perfuaded they were good 
men. He prefumed, that fomething which had fallen from 
bim in a former debate might have given grounds for the pre* 
lent loofe charge. If that was the cafe, what he (aid then hci 
was now willing to repeat, which was, that perfons intruded 
with the commiifioo of the iirft. magnitude, which commiffioa 
was attended not only with a very high ialary, but with pa- 
tronage and other very great advantages, ought to have iome 
controul, which might dirtrdi them to a fpeedy execution of 
the fpecial purpofes of their commiiTion ^ when he faid this, 
be meant it only as a general propofition, not applicable to the 
men but to the nature of their truft ; it was a good rule in 
policy, fo it was in the moft ordinary occurrences of human 
lifi?, never to put a man into a fituation where duty was to be 
|»erformed, the perfonal advantages of which fituation might 
tempt him to look to the latter in preference to the former. 

Governor Jobnfione faid, that he was much furprifed at the 
uncommon ingenuity of the noble Lord, who could readily 
Ihift the odium fo juftly charged on adminiftration, for en- 
couraging the libels daily circulated on our commanders na« 
val and military in America, upon the gentlemen on his fide 
©f the Houfe, when it was notorioufly known, that, from the 
very fir ft commencement of the war to the prefent minute^ 
every plan that failed, which was in facl every plan adopted^ 
was indiredly charged to the inability, negle£l, &c. of thofe 
entrufted with the execution. He acknowledged, that he did 
iay, and was free to declare at all times, that no man iQiould 
have it in his power, be his €hara£ler ever fo high, to prolong 
a war, in the prolof)gation of which he might not have an 
eventual, but muil have a certain intereft. When he faid 
this, he folemnly proteiled ke meant no particular application. 
He was forry to fay, that the condud of thofe who profefled 
themfelvcs the friends of government, was very different ; 
they made applications of thele general propofitions to parti* 
culars- The tardy progrcfs of the army under Sir William 
Howe, according as occafions ferved, they attributed at one 
time to ina^Sivity, at another to wilful delay in the commander, 
on a fuppofition of his being too fond of the emoluments 
of his fituation to put it to an end. He had not tbe honour 

of 
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of being perfonally acquainted with Sir William Howe ; but 
if he knew a man upon earth more abore all mankind than the 
reft of his fpccies, it was Lord Howe. He never knew any 
man, in any fituationi wha> it was more improbable, would 
be tempted from a i^ri& and rigid difcharge of his duty than 
the noble Lord alluded to, by any thing which, in the com- 
mon acceptation of mankind, may be fuppofed to feduce per^ 
fons in fuch fituations from a faithful difcharge of their 
duty. 

Lord Nugent difclaimed any guidance, either perfonal or 
minifterial, but what his own judgment led him to; he was 
as ready to refift the .influence hinted at by the honourable 
gentleman, if any fuch influence really exifted, as to oppofe 
the minifter if he thought him in the wrong. He was a free 
man, and wouJd remain To ; he was an honefl man, and h»^ 
from his earlicft acquaintance with Parliament, afted accord- 
ing to principle. The emoluments of his office had not fuf- 
iicient temptation to bias his judgment; they were at all times 
with him a matter of paltry confideration ; his fortune was 
ample, his expeftations none at all, and his intentions clearly 
dircfted to the promoting the intereft of his country, 

Mr. Thurlot [Attorney-General] clofed the debate. He faid, 
the merits were not before the Houfe ; that the motion had, 
for upwards of an hour and a half, been withdrawn by commoA 
confent. * 



Llji of the Corps which have been ordered to be rat fed during ihi 
late Adjournment of the Houfe of Commons^ witn the Names of 
the Officers appointed to command thofe Corps. 

Corps. Commandants* 

Ropl^Manchefter regiment | c„io„,i Mawhood 

A Highland regiment of foot Colonel William Gordon 
Ditto »- - - Colonel John M'Kenzie 

Ditto - - - Lieut. Col. John, Campbell 

Ditto -' - - Colonel James Murray 

Ditto . - - - Lieut. Col. John McDonald 

A battalion of foot in North > ^.^j^^^j ^^^^^^ j^j.j^^ 

Britain - - 3 

A Highland reeiment of foot Lieut. Col. Earl of Scaforth 

Royal 
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Royal Liverpool blues Major-General Calcraft • 

Royal Edinburgh volunteers Colonel Sir William Erfkine 
Royal Glafgow volunteers Colonel Alexander Leflie 

rCaptain Hugh Lord 
Captain Rowland, Ed ward^ 
Captain Alexander Campbell 

Nine Independent Companies ! gP^^lJ ?Kas Uo^d' 



Capt. Lord Vifc. Fielding 
Captain George Vaughaa 
Captain John Edwards 
^Captain Lord Herbert. 



Cafy of a Letter from the Secretary at War to Sir Thomas 
Egerton Baronet, dated ibth December, 1777. 

SIR, 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that hit 
Majf fty approves of the very handfpme offer made by the town 
of Manchefter, through you, for raifing a regiment of foot at 
their own expence, the regiment to confift of eight battalion 
companies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light ia* 
fantry» the battalion companies to confift each of one'captaiiiy 
two lieutenants, one enfign, ferjeants, corporals, two drum- 
mers and 100 private men; the grenadier company of one 
captain, three lieutenants, ferjeants, corporals, two drummers, 
two fifers, and 100 men; the light-infantry company of one 
captain, thre^ lieutenants, ferjeants, corporals, two drummers^ 
and 100 private, with the ufual ftaff-officers ; the regiment to 
have one colonel-commandant, one lieutenant-cdonel and one 
major, each having alfo a company. 

The non*commifEoned officers and private men are to re* 
ceive pay from the days of their refpe6live atteflations. . 

No more than three guineas bounty-money will be allowed 
to be^gtven to each recruit. 

None are to be enlifted under five feet four inches, nor 
under eighteen yeats, or above thirty* 

It isi required, that the regiment (hall be adually raifed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
four months from the date hereof. I have reprefented to h|s 
Majefty, that commiffions are not defired for the officers until 
the regiment Ihall be fo reviewed and approved, except for- 

Captaiii 
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Ckptain Norsfall of the f^^i ainl Roger Aytoun^ Efij, late of 
the nth dragoonSj-^the intended major and eldeft captain. 

The lift of the other gentlenicn recomniendcd through you 
for conuniffions has been laid before the King, and hortoured 
with his royal approbation,- and they may be aflured that they 
(hall have commiilions as foon as ever the regiment is. raiied 
and approved. • 

I am likewife authorifed by his Majeftyto acquaint you^ 
that the officers will, be entitled to half-pay, in cafe the regi- 
ment fhaU be reduced after it has been once eflablifhed. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

Barringtok^ 



Copy of. a Letter frsm, the Secretary at War to the Tlonournble 
Colonel V^WWdim Gordon, dated Lgth December, 1777. 

^Liie Letter of fame Date to John M*Kenzie, EfqJ] 

[Like Letter^ dated i^th December, 1777, to Colonel J zmti 
Murray.] 

[Like Letter, dated ^d J 2inmry^ 1778, to Col. Francis McLean,] 

SIR, War^Office^ I giA December, 1777, 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that his 
Majefty approves of your propofal for raifing a reginaeot of 
foot in the Highlands of Scotland, to confift of eight batta- 
lion companies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light- 
infantry; the battalion companies to confift each of one cap« 
tain, two lieutenants, one enfign, five ferjeants, five corporals^ 
two drummers, and 100 private men; the grenadier company 
of one captain, three lieutenants, five ferjeants, five corporals, 
two drummers, two pipers, and 100 private men ; the lightr 
infantry company of one captain, three lieutenants, five fer* 
jeants, five corporal?, twodiummers, and' 100 private, with - 
the ufual ftafF-officers. Tha regiment to have the field- 
officers under mentioned, viz. one lieutenant-colonel and one 
major, each alfo havicg a company, one major without a com- 
pany, receiving an allowance of los. pir diem in lieu thereof, 
and 5s. per diem as major ; but in cafe of the death or promo- 
tion of the addltionalmajor, the pay of fuch mnjor is to ceafe 
upon the eftitbliftin^nt. 
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The regiment to be under your command as coIonel-com« 
nandanty with the command of a company. 

I am to inform you, that levy- money will be allowed you 
^t the rate of 3!. per man for 1082 men; and that his Majefty 
bas been pleafed to dired that the pay of the regiment (hall 
take place from the date of your beating order, and (hall be aU 
lowed you in aid of recruiting, on condition that you do render 
an exa£l account of the faid levy-money and pay that fhall be 
iflued to you, charging againd it five guineas for each mail 
reviewed and approved, together with the fubfiftence of the 
non-commiffioned officers and private men, from the day of 
their refpedive atteftations ; and if there fhould be any balance 
remaining, it is to be confidered as a faving to the public, to 
be hereafter difpofed of as fhall be thought proper. 

No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given. to 
each recruit. 

None are to be inlifted under five feet four inches, nor 
under eighteen years or above thirty. 

It is required that the regiment ihall be actually raifed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
four months from the date hereof. 

I have reprefented to his Majefly, that you humbly hope you 
Ihall be indulged in recommending the officers, being fuch as 
are well affefted to his Majefly, and moft likely, by their ih- 
tercfl and connexions, to affift in raifing the corps without 
delay ; but that you do not defire any commiffions fot them 
until the regiment fhall have been raifed and approved. 

You will therefore be pleafed to fend to me, for his Ma- 
jefly's confideration, a lift of fuch perfons as you propofo for 
officers, who, if they meet with his royal approbation, may 
be afTured that they fhall have commiffions as foon as ever the 
regiment is completed ; and I am to acquaint you, it is his 
Majefly's intention, that the companies which fhall be firft 
raifed £hall entitle their captains and fubalterns to feniority iii 
the regiment according to their refpeftive ranks, and the 
different periods at which the faid companies fliall be com- 
pleted. 

I am to inform you, that in cafe the perfons approved by the 
King for the rank of majors fhouW be of lefs than five years 
ftanding in the army as captains, they are to pay 300I. each 
for their commiffions, which fums are to be carried in aid of 
the charge brought on the public for levy- money, and credited 
to the general account. 

IlCfe 
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I tm likewife authorifed by his Majefty to acquaint you, 
the officers will be entitled to half-pay, in cafe the regiment 
fhall be reduced, after it has been once eftablifhed. . 

I have the Kine's command to add, that, as orders are given 
for feveral other Highland corps, it is his Majeft/s intention, 
that their feniority in the army (hall be determined by die 
periods at which they (ball be refpeflively completed. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

Barringtop^. 

Copy o/a Litterjrom the Secretary at War to LUutenant^Coknel 
John Campbell, dated jgtb December, 1.777. 

[LUe Letter dated tire i^th December, 1777, to Lieutenant^ 
Colonel John McDonald. J 

SIR, War-Office^ igtb December, 1777. 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that his 
Majefty approves of your propofal for raifmg a regiment of 
foot in the Highlands of Scotland, to confift of eight batta- 
lion companies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light- 
infantry; the battalion companies to confift each of one cap* 
tain, two lieutenants, one enfign, five ferjeants, five corporals, 
two drummers, and 100 private men ; the grenadier company 
of one captain, three lieutenants, five ferjeants, five corporals, 
two drummers, two pipers, and iqo private men; ^the li^htT 
infantry company of one captain, 3 lieutenants, 5 ferjeants^ 
5 corporals, 2 drummers, and lOo private, with the ufual ftafF- 
officers. The regiment to have two majors, each having alfo 
a company, and to be under your command as lieutenant- 
colonel commandant, with the comipaad of a company. 

I am to inform you, that levy-money will be i(Iu^d to you 
at the rate of 3I. per man for 1082 men, and that his MajeftY 
has been pleated to diredl that the pay of the regiment (ball take 
place frpm the date of your beating-order, and (hall be al- 
lowed you in aid of recruiting, on condition that yo« do 
render an ex^St account of the fiiid levy-money and pay that 
(hall be i(rued to you, charging againft it five guineas for each 
man reviewed and approved, together with the Aibfiftence of 
the non-commiffioned officers and private men from the day 
of their refpe£tive atteftations ; and if there fhould be any 
balance remaining, it is to be confidered as a faving to the 
public to be hereafter difpofed of as (hall be thought proper. 

Vol. VII. T ^^ 



»7# PARLIAMENTARY A. 1779. 

No more (haq three guineas will be allowed to be given to 
each recruit. 

None are to be inlifted under five feet four inches, nor 
under eighteen years or above thirty. 

It is required, that the regiment (ball be fi&ually raifed and 
9fproved (after being reviewed by a general officer) witbbi 
four months from the date hereof. 

I have reprefented to his Majefiy, th^t you humbly hope you 
fh^U be indulged in recommending the officers, being fuch as 
are well affieded to his Majefty, and moft likely, by their 
intereft and connexions, to affift in raifing the corps viithout 
delay ; but that you do hot delire any commiffions for tfaem 
until tbe regiment (hall have been railed and approved. 

You will be pleafed therefore to fend to me, for his Ma- 
jetty's confideration, a lift of fuch perfons as you propofe for 
officers, who, if they meet with his reyal approbation, may 
be afTured that they (hall have commiffions as foon as ever the 
regiment is completed; and I am to acquaint you, it is his 
Majefty's intention, that die companies which (hall be firft 
raifed (hall entitle their captains and fubalterns to feniority ia 
the regiment according to their refpeflive ranks, and tbc 
diSerent periods at which the faid companies (hall be coiii-> 
pleted, 

I am to inform you, that 10 cafe the perfons approved by the 
King for the rank of major (bould be of lefs than five years 
(landing in the army as captains^ they are to pay 300I. each 
for their commiffions, which- fums are to be c-arried in aid of 
the charge brought on the public for levy-money, and credited 
to the general account. 

I am likewife authorifed by his Majefty to acquaint yeu^ 
the officers will be entitled tp half pay, in cafe the raiment 
(hall be reduced, after it has been once eftabliftied* 

I have the King's command to add) that, as orders ai« given 
for feveral other Highland corps, it is his Majefliy's intention 
that their feniority in the army (hall be determined by the 
periods at which they (hall be refpedively completed. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

BAKRlNGT^r. 



c^ 
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Copy rfa LilUr frm tht Secretary at War to Cehnti 5/r Wiiliam 
£rfkine» dated lytb January, 1778. 

\^Liie Letter of the fame Date to the Honourable Colonel Alexziiicr 
Leflie for the Glafgow Folunteers.] 

SIR, War-Office^ 1 7/A Januity, i 778. 

I AM commanded by the KiAg to acquaint you, that his 
Majefty approves of the very handfome propofal made; by the 
gentlemen of Edinburgh, for raifing a regiment of foot at their 
own expeiice ; the regiment to confift of eight battalion cOm- 
jpanies, one company of grenadiers, and one of light-infantry; 
the battalidn companies to confift each of one captain, tUre 
lieutenants, one enfign, five ferjeants, five corporals, two 
drummers, and 100 private men; the grenadier company of 
one captain, three lieutenants, five ferjeants, five corporals, 
two drummers, two fifers, and 100 private men; the light- 
infantry company of one captain, three lieutenants, five fer- 
jeants, five corporate:, two drummers, and 100 private, with 
the ufual ftaff-oflicers. The regiment to have the following 
field-officers, viz. one lieutenant-colonel and one major, eaen 
having alfo a company, and One major without a company, 
receiving an allowance of los. per diem in lieu thereof, and 
^s. per diem as major; but in ca<e of the death or promotion of 
the additional major, the pay of fuch major is t6 ceafe upon 
the eftabh'fhment ; the regiment to be under your command 
as colonel-commandant. With the command of a company. 

The non-4:ommiffioned officer^ and private men are to re- 
ceive pay from the days of their refpeAive atte^ations. 

No more than three guineas bounty-money will be allotieed 
to be given to each recruit. 

None are to be inliftcd under five feet foUf inches, not . 
under eighteen years, or above thirty. 

It is required that the regiment (hall be a^uatly raifed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
four months from the date hereof. 

I am likewife authorifed by his. Majefty to acquaint Jroif, 
that the officers will be entitled to hali^pay, in cale the tegi- 
ment (hall be reduced after it has beea once eftablifhed. 

I am to add, that it is his Majefty's pleafure, that, from the 
date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellioii uo^ 
fubfifting- in North America, every perfofi who (hill inlil! as 

T 2 ^^^^\«. 
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a foldier in any of his Majefty's marching regiments of foot 
ikall be entitled to his difcharge at the end of three years, or 
at Che end of the rebellion, at the option of his Majefty. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 

Barrington. 



Off o/a Letter from the Secretary at War to the Earl of Sea- 
for.th, dated 8tb j2Lnuzryj 1778. 

Mv Lord, War^Office^ Stb January, 1778. 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint your Lord« 
fliip, that his Majefty approves of your propoial for raifing a 
regiment of foot in the Highlands of Scotland, to coniift of 
eight battalion companies, one company of grenadiers, and 
one of light-infantry ; the battalion companies to confUl each 
of one captain, two lieutenants, one enfign, five ferjeants, five 
corporals, two drummers, and 100 private men ; the grenadier 
company of one captain, three lieutenants, five ferjeants, five 
corporals, two drummers, two pipers, and 100 private men ; 
the light-infantry company of one captain, three lieutenants^ 
five ferjeants^ five corporals, two drummers, and 100 private, 
with the ufual ftafF-officers. The regiment to have one lieu- 
tenant-colonel commandant, and two majors, each having 
alfo the command of a company. 

I am to inform you, that levy-money will be ifiued to you 
at the rate of 3I. per man for 1089 men, and that his Ma* 
jefty has been pleafed to dired, that the pay of the regiment 
iball take place from the date of your beating-order, and (hall 
be allowed you in aid of recruiting, on condition that you do 
render an exad account of the laid levy-money and pay that 
Ihall be iilued to you, charging againft it five guineas for 
each man reviewed and approved, together with the fubfiftence 
of the non*commiffioned officers and private men from the 
day of their refpe£tive atteftations ; and if there (hould be 
any balance remaining, it is to be confidered as a faving 
to die public, to be hereafter difpofed of as (hall be thought 
proper. 

No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given to 
each recruit. 

None are to be inlifted under five feet four inches, nor 
under eighteen years or above thirty* 

It is required, that the regiment (hall be aftually raiied and 

approved 
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approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) within 
four months from the date hereof. 

Having laid before the King your Lordlhip's reprefenta- 
tion, that your having the command of this corps will con* 
fiderably accelerate the ralfing and completing it, and that, 
defirous of flie wing your attachment to the caufe by perfonal 
(brvice, your Lordfhip hopes his Majefty will not ohjtSt to 
your being lieutenant-colonel commandant, on condition that 
you do renounce all claim of future rank or pron^otion in the . 
army, and in cafe of a redudion that you do not defire half- 
pay, or any other emoluments whatever, I am to acquaint 
you, his Majefty is pleafed, on thefe conditions, to approve 
of your Lordlhip as lieutenanti-colonel commandant, with the 
command of a company. 

His M^cfty referves to himfelf the nomination of the two 
majors, but leaves to your Lordflup the recommendation of the 
§tber officer i'i being fueh as are well affe£fed to his Majejly^ and 
moft likely, by their intereft and connexions, to a^ in raif* 
ing the corps without dday, who, if thev meet with his royal 
approbation, may be aflured that they mall have commifflons 
as foon as ever the regiment is completed. 

I am like wife authorifed bjr his Majefty to acquaint yaur 
Lordfhip, the officers will be entitled to half-pay in cafe the 
regiment ihall be reduced, after it has been once cftablilhed. 

nis. Majefty confents, that on a reduction the corps ihall 
be diibanded in Rofs-ihire. 

I am to add, that it is his Majefty's pleafure„ that, from the 
date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
fMbfifting in North America, every perfon who ihall enlift as 
a foldier in any of his marching regiijients of foot ihall be en- 
tided to his difcbarge at the end of three years, or at the end 
of the rebellion, at the option of his Majeily. 
I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, &c. 

Barrxnotok, 

O/y of a Letter from the Secretary at fVar to the Mayor of 
Liverpool, dated ith January, 1778. 

Sir, War-Officcy Sth January, J778, 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that his 
Majefty approves of the very handfome propofal made by the 
gentlemen of Liverpool, through their committee, for raifmg 
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4 regiment of foot at their own expeoce ; the regiment to 
conuft of eight battalion companies, one company of grena- 
diers, and one of light inbntry s the bat^ion companies to 
confift each of one captain, two lieutenants, one enfign, flvo 
ierjeants, five corporals, two drummers and lOO private oion s 
tdbe grenadier company of mie captain, three lieutenants, five 
fifii^eants, five corporals, two drummers, ttro fifers and loo 
private men ; the light-iinfaotry company' of one captain^ 
three lieutenants, five ferjeants, five corporals, two drummera 
and 100 private, with the ufual ftaff»ofiicers. The regiment . 
to have one coloneUcommandant, one lieutenant-colonel and 
one mayor, each having alfo a company. 

The non-commiffioned officers and private men are to re* 
ceive pay from the days of their refpedive atteftations. 

No more than three guineas bounty-money will be allowed 
to be given to each recruit. 

None are to be enlifled under five feet four ]nch€8> nor 
undkr eighteen years, or above thirty. 

It is required, tibat the regiment (hali be a£hially raifed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) withiqf 
four months from the date hereof* I have reprefented to hi» 
Majcfty, that commiffions are not defired for the officers 
woadl the regiment (hall be reviewed and approved. 

The lift of the gentlemen recommended through the com-r 
Qiittee for commiffions has been laid before the King, and ho- 
noured with his royal approbation, and they may be aflured 
that they (hall have commiffions, as foon as ever the regiment 
ifL raifed' and approved . 

lam likewife authori^d by his Majefty to acquaint you^ 
that the officers will be entitled to half-pay, in cafe the regir 
Ciest fliall be reduced, after it has been once eftabliflied. 

I ain to add, that it is his Majefty's pleafure, that, frera the 
date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
fubfifting in North America, every perfon who (hall enlift as 
a fcMier in any of his Majefiy*s marching regiments of foot 
(hall be entitled to his difcharge at the end of three years, or at 
the end of the rcbellicn, at the option of his Majeily. 
I have the hpnour to be. Sir, &c. 

Barringtok. 



Cffjf 
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Copy 6fd LelUrJrom the Secretary at War to Hugh Lord, Efq. 
late Cdpldin tn the Royal Iriffi Regiment of Footy dated i^h 
January, 1778. 

[Liki. Letters to Captains Rowland Edwards, Alexander Cam^- 
bell, George Adams, Thomas Lloyd, Lord Vifcount Field- 
ing, John Edwards, and Lord Herbert.] 

Sir, War^Office^ xd^h Ja^uary^ ^7/8^ 

I AM commanded by die King to acquaint you, thiat his 
Majefly approves of your propofal for raifing a company of 
foot in Wales, to confift of two lieutenants, one enffgti, fit^e 
ferjeants, five corporals, two drumnoers and 100 private oieli, 
alid to be under your command as captskfli^ 

I am to inform you, that levy-money will be liTued to yofu 
at the rate of 3!. per man for 108 men, and that his Majefty 
has been pleafed to dire£): that the pay of the company {hall 
take place from the date of your beating-order, and fhali be 
allowed you in aid of recruiting, on condition that you do 
render an exa£): account of the faid levv-money and pay that . 
(hall be ifTued to you, charging againft it five guineas per 
each man reviewed and approved, together with, the fub- 
fiilcnce of the non-commilHoned oflScers and private men, 
from the days of their refpcdive atteflations, and if there 
fhoold be any balance remaining, it is to be coniidered as a 
faving to the public, to be hereafter dt^^oifed of as fhaU be 
thought proper. 

No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given t9 
each recruit. 

None are to be enlifted under five feet four inches, nor 
under eighteen years, or above thirty. 

It is required, that the company mall be a£lual[y raifed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general odicer] withiii 
four months from the date hereof, 

I have reprefented to bis Majefly, that you humbly hope 
that you (hail be indulged in recommending t^e officers, be- 
ing fuch as are well affeded to his Majefly, and mofl likely, 
by their interefl and connexions, to afufl in ratfing the corps 
without dday, but that you do not de&re any commiffions 
for them, until the company fball have been railed and ap- 
proved* 

T 4 YouL 
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You will be pleafed therefore to fend to me, for his Ma- 
jeft/s information, a lift of fuch perfons as you propofe for 
officers, who, if they meet with his royal approbation, may be 
aflured diat they mall have commiffions as foon as ever the 
company is completed. 

To orevent all poffibility of mifunderftaiiding in a material 
point, I muft acquaint you, that none of the officers, who (hall 
- be preferred in the new levies now railing, will be allowed to 
lell their prefent commiffions. 

I am likewife authorifed by his Majefty to acquaint you, 
that the officers will be entitled to half*pay, in cafe the com- 
pany (hall be reduced after it has been eftabliihed. 

I am to add, that it is his Majefty's pleafure, that, from the 
date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
fubiifting in North America, every perfon, who (hall enlift as 
a foldier in any marching regiment or company of foot, (hall 
be entitled to his difcharge at the end of three years, or at the 
end of the rebellion, at the option of his Majeity. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Barringtom. 



Copy 9fa Litter from the Secretary at War to Lieutenant George 
Vaughan on the Half-Pay of the late 'jyh Regiment of Foot j 
dated ibth January, 1778. 

Sir, War^Office^ 16/* January, 1778^ 

I AM commanded by the King to acquaint you, that his 
Majefty approves of your propofal for raifing a company of 
foot in Wales to confift of <wo lieutenants, one enfign, five 
(erjeants, five corporals, two drummers and 100 private men, 
and to be under your command as captain. 

No levy-money is to be allowed you, but his Majefty has 
been pleafed to dire£^ that the pay of the company (hall take 
place from the date of your beating-order, on condition, that 
you do render an exa6i account of the (aid pay that (hall be 
iiTued to you, charging againft it the fubfifteiice of the non- 
commiffioned officers and private men from the day of their 
refpe£live atteftations, and if there (hould be any balance 
remaining, it is to be confidered as a faving to the public, to 
be hereafter difpofed of as (hall be thought proper. 

No more than three guineas will be allowed to be given to 
each recruit* 

None 
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None are to be enlifted under five feet four inches, nor un* 
der eighteen years, or above thirty. 

It is required, that the tompany (ball be adually raifed and 
approved (after being reviewed by a general officer) witfaia 
four months from the date hereof. 

I have reprefented to his Majefty, that you humbly hope 
jrou fhall be indul6:ed in recommending the officers, being 
fuch as are well afiefled to his Majeftv, and moft likely, b/ 
their intereft and connexions, to affift in raiiing the corps 
without delay, but that you do not defire any commiffions for 
diem until the company (hall have been raifed and approved* 

You will therefore be pleafed to fend to me, for bis Ma» 
j^iily's information, a lift of fuch perfons as you propofe for 
officers, who, if they meet with his royal approbation, may be 
alTured that they (hall have commiffions as foon as ever the 
company is completed. 

To prevent all poffibility of mifunderftanding In a material . 
point, I muft acquaint you, that none of the o£^ers who ihall 
be preferred in the new levies now raifmg will be allowed to 
fell their prefent commiffions. 

I am likewife authorifed bv his Majefty to acquaint yoi^ 
that the officers will be entitled to half-pay, in cafe the cdia« 
pany (hall be reduced after it has been once eftabli(hed. 

I am to add, that it is his Majefty's pleafure, that, from die 
date hereof, and during the continuance of the rebellion now 
fubfifting in North America, every perfon who (hall enlift as 
a foldier in any marching regiment or company of foot, (hall 
be entitled tp nis difcharge at the end of three vears, or at the 
end of the rebellion, at the opdon of his Majefty* 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Babringtok. 

Adjourned to January 26. 



* ExtraSf of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord George 
Germaine, dated Quebec^ May 20, 1777. 

[Received the 2d of July. J 

LIEUTENANT General Burgoyne (hall have every af- 
liftance in my )>ower, and my moft ardent wifhes for the 

• Thefe papers relating to the Canada Expedirion were not 
laid before the Houfc till fgme time after the former. 
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profperity of the King's arms. The troops and. armament 
deftined for his expedition had immediate orders to recdve 
and follo'^ his directions, that he may combine their move- 
nents as he thinks proper ; the fame fo far as concerns Lieu- 
tenant Colonel St. Leger's expedition, the Hanau chafieofs 
excepted. I have no (uch corps in this army, nor any infor- 
nacion concerning it in your difpatch, but it is fet dbwn as 
part of the corps I am to put under his command. At iirft I 
thought it might be a miftake, and that the Brunfwic chaffisitts 
were meant; Lieutenant General Burgoyne fiiys not; that 
thefe are to go with him, and that he thinks the Hanau clttt 
finirs are on their way hither. 

AH the Indians in the neighbourhood of Niagara and Lake 
Ontario have orders to join Colonel St. Leger i tbofe in die 
loiwer. part ef the province, and thofe ordered laft year ftom 
Michilimakinac, are to attend Lieutenant General Burgoyne. 
Three hundred Canadian militia are alfo to make the cam- 
paign, to be difpofed of by Lieutenant General Burgoyne ; 
which Canadians, with thofe neceflary for fcouring the wooda 
towards the New England provinces, and a great number 
which muft be employed for the forwarding all things for thofe 
two expeditions, are, I think, in the firft dawning of good or- 
der and obedience, as much as ought, in prudence, to be de- 
manded from this unfortunate province. 

The marine has been greatly improved and augmented^ 
which the impatience of the laft year's fervice would not per- 
mit. Thofe on Lake Cbamplain have been put under Lieu- 
tenant Genera) Burgoyne's command, and the greateft part 
of thofe on Lake Ontario will attend Lieutenant Colonel St. 
Leger. 



Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Major General Phil- 
lips, dated Head-Barters^ Qj^iebec, April %th^ i???* 

SIR, 
MY difpatches from the fecretary of ftate inform me, 
that it is his Majefty's pleafure I ihould remain in Canada ; 
and that I (hould detach Lieutenant General Burgoyne with 
a certain part of the army, which is as particularly detailed,. 
that nothing is left to me but the feeing thofe commands put 
into execution ; and, in cafe of the death or illnefs of Ge- 
neral Burgoyne, the naming of his fucceffor. As it is my 
intention to provide every thing for this detachment with the 

famQ 
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fame care and attention to the good of the fervice, as if I 
wefe to command it myfelf, I (hall propofe that you accom- 
pMtj General Biirgojne, and doubt not he will be happy in 
the thought of having fuch able alBftanee, while I can only 
express my forrow at not having it in my power to teftify to 
you, by a greater mark, the high ten(e I entertain of the 
zeal and aSivity with which you have conftantly executed 
the orders, which occafions having required my giving jbu^ 
9ft well as of the obligations I am under to you for the gieai 
troubk^ which you have fo checrjEttUy taken upon you, in the 
OE>anagemeiit of our public works, which, by your diligence,. I 
btive the (ati^diioii of finding in fuch foxwardne&^as that tho 
^pedition under General Burgoyoe will be aUe to proceed 
without delay* 

Another detachment is in like manner ordered to be mado 
W}deff«I<ieutenaot*Colonel St. Leger. 

I want as foon as poffible, for the information of General 
Burgoyne, as QXzSt an account as can be had of the b^caaui% 
of f^t are ready^ what will be. ready, and when. 

I have received your difpatches of the 5th'inftant. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

G.C. 

P. S. I muft likewife beg leave to know^ how far the orders 
given fome time ago, with refpedl to tranfporting provi/ions 
to St. John's and Ufwegatchie have been carried into execu- 
tion ; andy I truft, you will prefa the commiilary upon this 
point as ouieh as poffible. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Major General ?hii* 
lips, dated Head^^arters^ Quebec, May i a, 1777. 

sm> 

I RECEIVE your letters of the 9th and loth inftant. 

You will have learned from my laft latter, that General 
Burgoyne is to take the command of the troops tiat are to go 
put of the province, and you will fee by the inciofed orders, 
that I put them immediately under him \ but though I have 
nothing further to do with them, I (hall neverthelefs go up to 
Montreal, in order to be at hand to give every aifiiUnce in 
my power towards forwarding the King's fervice in this par- 
ticuhr* I am. Sir, &c, 

^ G. C. 
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Copy of Orders for the Troops toferve under LUuienant^Gitund 
Burgoyne, dated Head-Barters^ Quebec, May lo, 1777. 

Parole St. Benedict and Jamafka, 

THE King having thought proper to order, that a detach* 
0ient from the army, under niv command, be fent upon an 
expedition under Lieutenant^^^General Burgoyne, and that 
this detachment be compofed of the grenadiers, light infan- 
try, and a4th regiment, together with the 9th, aotb, 21ft, 
47th, 53d, and 62d regiments {extept detachments of fifty 
men from each of the fix lail^mentioned regiments) and all 
the German troops, except a detachment of 650: thefe 
corps will accordingly hold themfelves in readinefs to inarch 
at the (hcMteft notice ; orders for which wiU be given them 
by Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, to whom, in the mean 
time, they will make all reports, as. well as the commander in 
chief. 

The detachments of fifty men, with a captain, two fubal- 
terns, and non-commii&oned officers ia proportion, from each 
of the fix regiments, as above, will affemble at the prefent 
headquarters of their refpcdive regiments, and there remain 
till further orders. 

The artillery and the departments of the quarter*mafter 
general, hofjpital, and commifTariate, will likewife fupply 
Lieutenant-General Burgoyne with, fuch returns as he may 
call for, to enable him to lay before the commander in chief, 
the portions of thefc feveral articles they are capable of fur- 
nifcing, 



Copy of a Letter from Captain Foy to Lieutenant- Colonel St, 
Leger, dated Head-Barters^ Quebec, May 12, 1777- 

SIR, 
THE King having been pleafed to fignify bis pleafure 
through the Secretary of ftate, that a detachment from this 
army, to confifl of 100 men from the 8th regiment, 100 men 
from the 34th regiment. Sir John Johnfon's corps, and the 
Hanau chafleurs, be fent under your command upon an, ex- 
pedition, concerning which you will receive further inftrue- 

tioQS ; 
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tions ; I am to acquaint you that the conimander in chief 
direfts you to order lOO men accordingly, and officers in 
propottion, of th't 34th regiment, to hold themfelves in im- 
mediate readinefs fer this fervice ; orders to the fame eSeSt 
are immediately to be difpatched to the 8th regiment and Sir 
John Johnfon's corps, as will* be to the chafleurs when they 
arrive ; and the whole are to obey fuch further orders as you 
fliall give them. 

I am. Sir, &e. &:e. • 

E. For. 



Tfanjlatim of a Circular Letter to the Colonels of Militia^ and 
Conmijfaries of Canadian Tranfports. 

Headquarters at Quebec, May 12,^1777. 
SIR, 
THE King haying commanded that a detachment of the 
army in Canada be employed upon an e^edition under the 
command of Lieutehant-General Burgoyne, I am ordered tp 
fignify to you the pleafure of the commander in chief, that 
you obey all the requifitions that (hall be made you on the 
part of the faid Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, whedier as a 
corvee or any other fervice depending on your department, 
communicating neyerthelefs to his Excellency all that may 
regard in particular the militia. 

I am, &c. 

E. FoY. 



Copy of a Letter from Captain Foy to^ Captain Yxzkr^ ^Jlant^ 
Superintendant of Indian Affairs^ dated Head-^artersy 
Qaebcc, the 13/A «/^May, 1777. 

SIR, 
I HAVE it in command to fignify the General's pleafure 
to you, that you wait upon General Burgoyne as foon as you 
are able after the receipt of this, in order, to receive his com- 
mands relative to the aflembling the Indians, and fuch other 
directions as he Ihall think proper to give you in regard of 
thatydepartmenti 

I am, Sir, Uc. &c. 

; / E. Foy. 
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Of/ tf a Litter frim Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutitiant^Gtmr^ 
BurgoynC) datid Qjiebec, Majr i^tb, 1777. 

SIR, 

I INCLOSE letten for the commanding officer of tht 
8th regiment, Colonel Butler, fuperintendant of Indian A 
fiurs, the officers at the pofts of Ofwegatchie and Michili- 
makinac ; the three firft contain full orders and diredions for 
preparing the detachment for Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger^ 
aflembling the Indians which are to join him, and for giving 
bim every affiftance which thefe officers have it in their power 
to afFord. But as I refer Lieutenant-Colonel Bolton and 
Colonel Butler to Lieutenant- Colonel St. Leger for fixing 
the rendezvous both of the detachment of the 8th and the 
&vages, it will be proper that he (hould communicate his 
fentiments upon that fufajed to them \ I will only offer it as 
my opinion that Cataraqui is the propercft place for tbot 
piiqpofe« 

Captain Tife and John being gone up to Montreal w3 
cakrry thefe letters, and receive any inftrudion you ihall be 
pleafed to give them. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c« 

G. C. 

Cepf of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant^Celonel 
Bohon, dated Head' garter s^ Quebec, May i8th, 1777. 

SIR, 

IT being the King's pleafure that I put under the command 
of Lieiitenant-Colonel St. Leger, to be employed upon an 
expedition, 

A detachment from the 8th regiment - 100 men, 
A detachment from tlie 34th - - the bxhc^ 
Sir John Johnfon's regiment of New- York, 
and a corp of Hanau chaiTeurs, 
You will accordingly direcSl that 100 men, with officers iwk 
proportion to the firength of the rqg;iment, hold themrielves in 
immediate readinefs to march, and to obey all orders thfsy ihall 
receive from Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger. 

The King having further figniiied his pleafure, that a fuffi- 
cient number of Indians be joined to this detachment, you 

will 
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will therefore employ every means in your power to aflembie 
ft$ Biany Indians as you can communicate with> and prevail 
upon them to put themfelves with proper leaders, who will bt 
appointed by Colonel Butler, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel St. i.eger, and to exert their utmoft effortSi 
under his dir^ion^ in the fervice of their King and father. 

. You will confute with Lieuttnaot«Caboel St. Leger in 
regard of the rendezvous, both of the troops and favages, ami 
gWe every afl^flance in your power to promote the fervice 
upon which he is employed. 

I am. Sir, &c« &c.. 

G. C. 

Extras of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to the Officer 
commanding at Ofwegatchie, dated Head-Barters^ Quebec, 
M^y i8, 1777. 

SIR' 
LIEUTENANT-Colonel St. Leger, with a detachment 
under ht» command, being to pafs by your poft, I defire you 
vriH give him every poffible ai&ftance ; and any armed ve^ 
he fhatl require i» to follow his direftions. 

I am, Sir, &c. &c. 

G. C 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Colonel Butler, dated 
Head- Barters^ Quebec, May 18, 1777. 

SIR, 
THE King having thought proper that a detachment from 
this army, together with a Efficient number of Iiidi«ii«^ 
fhould fafe employed upon an expedition under the (^ommand 
of Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger, 1 am therefore to re- 
queft that you will exert the zeaT which has ever diftin- 
guilhed your condu£^ by now ufing every means in your 
power to coUe£t as large a body as poffible of the Indians of 
Iho Six Nations, and any others, you can communicate wi^| 
and to difpofe them to zSt with ail their rigour in concert 
with his Majefty's troops, and under the dire^iion of Lietf« 
tenant-^Colofiel St. Leger. The pnxwiding aid a^^nting 
of propjsr leaders (who will have the ufual allowance) co 
this body of Induuis is left to your oare and judgmenti wi I 
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hope your health will permit you to accompSmy this expedi- 
tioiiy as I know no perfon fo capable of the conducing and 
management of the Indians. 

I fliould be glad you would tranfmrt me a lift of the ofRcers 
you think proper to nominate, and acquaint me what pay 
diey ihould be allowed, and whether any of them (hould have 
rank, and what ; likewife what rank and pay you think your« 
felf entitled to. 

As for the provincials that have come in Sir John Johnfon's 
regiment, being to go upoQ this expedition, I think they (hould 
join that. corps, at leaft as many as will complete. 

Colonel Butler, Superintendant of 
Indian Affairs. Niagara^ 



Copy of a Letter from^Captain Toy to Captain Mackay, dated 
.Head-Barters^ Quebec, May 19, 1777. 

SIR, 
I AM commanded to acquaint you that the companies of 
Monin and Boucheville are ordered to march with all poffible 
expedition to Mpntreal, there to receive further orders from 
you, who are to follow fuch directions and commands refped* 
ing the three Canadian companies as (ball be given you by 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne. 

Mr. Honore Genier is appointed adjutant to the three com* 
panics of Canadians. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

E. For. 



Extras of a Letter from Lieutenant-^General Burgoyne to Sir 
Guy Carleton, //^/^i Montreal, May 26, 1777. 

AS I judge, by the letters your Excellency has honoured 
me with, that the time of your fetting out for Montreal is 
yet uncertain, I take leave to fubmit to your Excellency, by 
cxprefs, fuch circumftances of the public fervice as require 
decifion, and further powers to carry them into execution 
thai thofe I am invefted with. 

I have to propofe to your Excellency a coryfe of a thou* 
fand men, to arteiid the expedition for a limited time, for 
the purpofes of labour and tranfport 1 the troops will be faved 

thereby- 



AijjjS. DEBATE S; ' a^ftx 

thereby from die haraffing duties, which, at the outfetof a. 
campaign, your Excellency well knows, are produ^ive of 
difeafe, and the ranks will be properly full for their fervica 
in arms. * 

It alfo appears to me, that feven or eight hundred horfes / 
may become indifpenCibly necefiary for my progrefs, and I 
have good aflurances that the tran(port of them to Crown- 
Point by land is very pradlicable; fo large a number may, 
not be requifite for operations againft Ticonderoga; but I' 
fubmit to you, Sir, the expediency of having the arrange- 
ments fo prepared that they may be ready upon a ihort call. 
It is with great deference to your Excellency's knowledge of 
the country, that I mention any particular mode of furniihing , 
thefe fupplies; but I conceive there would be no diffi- 
culty of obtaining the horfes, if your Excellency diought 
proper to ftipulate a reafonable price for the hire per week, 
with one man to two horfes for the care and driving of them, . 
and the expence to government would be much more mode- 
rate than purchaiing them outright. I have the fame con- . 
fidence that the corvee of working men, above propofed, 
would be palatable to the country, if you thought proper to 
iflfue a proclamation limiting the time pf their fervice ; and 
wherever t might be at the expiration of the term, I fhould 
hold myfelf indifpenfably bound to fulfil your intentions 
therein. 

I inclofe to your Excellency lifts of the ftafF, &c. as pro- 
pofed by the officers at the head of the feveral departments, 
and upon all thofe fubjeds I requeft your orders as foon 
as may be. Colonel Cadeton writes to you himfelf ; and 
it is with great fati^fadion I learn his inclination to give 
me his affiftance, if the arrangement meecs with your appro- 
bation. My great opinion of the talents of Captain Foy, 
confirmed by your Excellencjr's choice, induced me to men- . 
tion him as an officer moft defirable to me; but I do not 
mean to prefs any appointment that may interfere wi^h your 
inclinations, convenience, or defigns, tefpedlii^ that gen- 
tleman. 

In regard to the preparations I have made for proceeding, 
your Excellency will find that none have been retarded for 
want of the above points being decided : a corvie has beea 
employed to repair the roads necefTary for lai^d carriage; 
and the flour, which was the only ihort article of provihon 
at St. John's, thrown up from Chamblee* The caulking of 
batteaux and other remaining work in tbe docks, has been. 
.V0JL.VIL U ^t^CvL 
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preflM by Mr. G. Philips with his ufual affiduity. The 
troops are contra£ted in their quarters and have received 
their camp equipage. The Indians within Captain Fraier't 
fuperimendency have received their call, and wifli only thd" 
nomination of their rendezvous. The date of the ground 
for encamping at different ftations upon the Lake has been 
exanrined and found fufScient, though there never was fe 
much water known as at this feafon. 1 propofe to fee General 
Frafer's brigade aflembled to-morrow, and to move tbem 
forward on Thurfday. The reft of the troops will foHow m 
regular progreffion. I thought myfelf juftified by the full 
power your Excellency entrufted me with, in the liberty- to 
romove the 31ft regiment from their old quarters to St.The- 
refe, that the pafTage to Chamblee might thereby be left free 
for the German troops and the 62d regiment, and that in the 
interim the tranfport from Chamblee to St. John's might be 
aiifted and enforced by a corps at St.Therefe. 

Upon the whole, Sir, I fee no impediment to all toy 
force bein^; very near the point of their embarkation by the 
cad of this week; and I requeft your Excellency's final 
orders for the time when St. John's and the Ifle aux Noix may 
be occupied by the troops you may think proper te pm 
there. 

I (hall think it .my duty to attend your arrival at Montrea}, 
and have the honoMr to be, 

&C&C. 



Montreal^ ^^26,1772* 

PROPOSED ditpofition of the hofpital for the fervice of 
Canada, with his Excellency Sir Guy Carleton, Commander 
in Chief. 

I Phyfician, 

I Surgeon. 

I Apothecary. 

8 Mates, two of whom arc fick. 
The hofpital for Generaf Burgoyne*s expeditton, from 
which a flying hofpital is to be taken, and the r^lidue to hold ' 
ready to move as occafion may require. 

1 Phyfician. - ' 

2 Surgeons. 

2 Apothecaries. 
14. Mates. 

jo^Seu 
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300 Sets of bedding with ftores in proportion, foK 

the flying Hofpital. 
300 Sets With ftores ready to follow, for tbe fct^ 

vice under Colonel St. Leger. 
Mr. Biodcman, firft^mate. 
Mr. Salmon, fppernumeranr, ditto. 
N. B. Lieutenant-Colonel St. £»eger much wifhes tl^^ 
fiurgeoa of the 34th r€|iment to go with his deuchment, and 
it is fubmitted to his Excellency that he may be added to the 
hofpital for that occaAon. 

Robert Knox, 
Preceptor of hofpiul in Canada* 

Staff' pr&pofid for the Expidiiion under LieutiTiant-Genird 
^ursoync, and fubmittid for th dicijim of bis Exctikncf 
Sir Guy Carlcton. 

LIEUTENANT-General Burgoyne, Major- Generals 
Philips and Reidefel, Brigadier-Generals Frafer, Powel^ 
Hamilton, SpeeHt, and Sriga^ier-Majors Freeman^ Muir^ 
Kirkman, Clcwe, and ' 

Quarter-Mafter-Geoefa], Lieutenant-Colonel Carleton* 

Deputy, Captain Monev. 

r Any two ot the four now on the lift that Lieu* 

Affiftants.< tenant-Colonel Carleton ihall appoint. 
i^Cornet Granc to join his regiment. 

Deputy Adjutant-General, Captain Toy. 

Chaplain to the ftafl^, Mr. Brudeneil. 

Conmifflary's department as per lift adready fubmitled. 

Hofpital as per ditto. 

Affiftant Pay-mafter, Mr. Gaddis. 

Provoft Marfhal. 

Artillery. 

Engineers. 

AU the civil lift of the naval department under the adtng 
commiflSoners Lieutenant Sbantres, and Comptroller Lieu* 
tenant Twiii* 
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CcJ>y 9f a Letter from LiiuUnant-Colonel St. Leger to LiiU-m 

tenant Geueral Burgoyne, dated z^tb May, 1777. 

My DEAR General, 
YOU having done me the honour to intimate to me, that 
St was the Commander in ChiePs pleafure, that I fliould be 
confulted concerning a proper place of rendezvous for the 
detachment of the eighth regiment, and the Indians deftined 
for the expedition under my command^ I take the liberty to 
lay before you the difficulty I am under to determine a point 
of fuch. confequence, and beg leave to fubmit to you (the 
proper channel to the Commander in Chief) whether the 
better to enable me to make the neceflary arrangements with 
prectfion, and without the leaft chance of confufion or mi& 
linderftanding, it would not be proper to communicate to me 
the different nations that are to be employed, and the roag;a« 
xines they are to be fupplied from, till a jundion is eflTeded 
wttl| them, becaufe, from fome queftions I have put to the 
Commiflary-General, he feems to be at a lofs to decide upon 
this very material point, having peremptorily affirmed, that 
Niagara could not fupply a proper quantity, and moreover 
faid, not having it in command from proper authority to cor- 
refpond with me, he did not think himfelf at liberty to anfwcr 
my queftion, or to give into my defires \ you will therefore 
do me the honour to comrininicate to his Excellency the 
Commander in Chief, that he may be pleafed to fend me afnd 
others concerned in the various arrangements of this detach- 
ment Aich orders, that no delay may be given to the fulfilling 
of bis intention. 

1 have Ae honour to be. 
Dear General, 
Your moft obedient 

and moft humble fervant, 

Barry St. Leger. 

P. S, The Commander m Chief having been plhifed to 
tell me, that 1 fliould be affifted by a proportionate ftaff, I 
requeft his permiffion to nominate that part of it that will be 
moft immediately concerned in contributing to the fuccefs of 
the expedition: to the Deputy- Adjutant General's depart- 
ment, Captain Ancram of the 34th, who goes as a captain of 
that regiment's detachment, Lieutenant Lundy of Mrc«^ 

Ltan*$ 
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Lean's corps to that of the Quartef-Mafteri Lieutenant 
CroftSi who is likewife one of the officers named for the de- 
tachment of the 34th as Major of Brigade; I wifli much fdr 
Mr. Blake, furgeon of the 34.th, to go as hofoital-furgeon, 
affifted as his Excellency may think proper; I cfteem Mr. 
Farquharfon, on account of the very great aftivity of his 
mind and perfon, as the fitceft commiiTary for a flying camp. 
An inlpedtor of batteaus will be neceffary; fuch a perfon is 
.at this moment at Montreal, having fled from the Mohawk 
^ river to avoid perfecution ; he formerly ferved under Gene- 
ral Bradftreet in the fame capacity; his name is Kiiick; this 
man I beg leave to fubmit to his Excellcncy*s confideratiorf. 
The waggon, mafter's department has been already well filled 
by the General at Quebec ; as for any other affiftanccs that 
may be thought neceflary, I have no choice, 

r 

ExtraSi of a Litter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant'* 
General Burgoyne, dated Quebec, 2()th May, I777, ' 

IN the prcfent fituation of the province, having a vaft 
nuipber of men employed in the fur*trade and fiiheries, and 
by way of a beginning only, which, I think, never can be 
too gentle, while I expeded to conduct the expedition in 
perlon, a draft of 300 militia was ordered. 

And this is as much, confidering the nvimbers defined to 
watch the feveral inlets into the province for the tranfporting 
provifions, ftores, &c. as we can hope to eff^c£l. 

Orders are this day given for each parifh to furnifli two 
able married men for each deferter from it, which is the only 
expedient I can think of at prefent to fupply the deficiency ; I 
ihall order the horfes and corvics you require^ if, upon mature 
confideration, you think it advifable. « 

Youjnay be.aiTured, however, that, as far as in my power, 
I {hall do every thing that depends upon me to aflift you, and 
the fervice you are going upon. 

I am, ice. 

QvY Carleton. 

ExtraSi of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant* 
General Burgoyne, dated Quebec, 28/A May, 1777. 

I HAVE received your letter by exprefs; the commiflary 
has had pofitive orders tc> follow your dirt<Stions in every 

U 3 t!\l^5^^ 
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ii^ingii and Lieutenant*CoIonel St. Leger being defiincd to 
command a corps co*Gperating with youy was intruiled fay 
^e to confult vou upon all occafionsi I therefore take far 
granted, that Mr. Pay will obey fuch commands as yov (hall 

E've him for forming mngazines for Lieutenant-Colonel St. 
tgevy at fuch places, as when the rendezvous of their different 
detachments are determined upon, {hall be indicated to 
kim ; I muft obferve, that Niagara is entirely out of the 
■^uefti^n. 

As to his ftaff, I moft refer him to you; only I would 
^ehferve, that he feems to require a fiaiF fufficient for a gre^ 
Vmy. What you think proper to allow him» I fliall approve 
dp; but this he muft fettle and arrange with you, and I think 
lie fhould take fuch as may be neceffary for him from the ftaflF 
already eftablifhed, and not make new creations. 

I cannot appoint a furgeon, as Mr. St. Leger requires for 
bis detachment, nor can I allow a regiment to remain without 
Jbeir furgeon ; b\it if the gentleman in queftioh chufes to 
reiign his commiffion in the regiment he belongs to, in order 
to accompany Lieutenant- Colonel St, Leger, I (hall not 
tWeft to it. 

1 would fuggeft my wiftes, that you m^ke the neceflkry 
«rran|;ement for the forwarding of the provifions, which art 
to pm through this province for your anmy, af^er you flia}l 
l^ advanced, to which arrangement I fhali give all the affi^ 
«n6e in ttiy power. 

J am. Sir, 

with great regard, &c. 

Guy Ca&^'ETqii. 



Extras of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to LUuiiiuitKh' 
Qovernor Cramacb^, dated Montreal, 9/^ June, 1777* 

GENERAL BURGOYNE having made aTcqnifitionftHr 
a corvee of Canadians to affift the troops going upon an expe- 
dition under his -command, 1 beg you will jive orders, that 
the utmoft diligence be ufed by the commiffary for the cor- 
ii£es and all the officers of militia f that a body of 500 be ioi^ 
mediately dr^wn from the diftriiS of Quebec for this fervice i 
and as fobn as they can be aflfembled^ t))at they proceed with- 
out delay under, proper leaders to St. John's, giving ipe |ind 
the commsLpding o^w th^e an j^cowt tbeireoC^ I defir^ 

likewHe 



A.ty;*- D E B A T X Si 295 

like wife that Mr. Baby be direded to fetid mt immediafdy a 
Aate of the numbers oF. militia-men contained in the diftrift 
of Quebec, and frcfm thence up to Three Rivers. 

Pleife likewife to fend me Mr. Rouville's commiflion, 
^hick is to be dated fhe fame as the others, and that of Mr« 
Southers, to be dattd the day of his prefentihg his mandamus. 

Underftanding that the (hip with the na?al fiores i§ ar- 
rived, 1 (hottld be glad that fuch part as is required tot the 
veflcls upon the Upper Lakes be felefted out of therii, and 
fi nt up with all expedition ; the charge of it to be given to 
Captain Thomfon, who 1 intend to fend to thefe lake5, in 
oTiler to procure from him an txt& report of th^ ftate and 
condition of the veflels there. Mr. Robertfon if^ill be able tb 
affift him in getting up the ffortt from Quebec, Sec. 



Copyrfa Letter from Luutenant^ General BMTgoync to Sir Guy 
Cailetoo> dated Montreal} jtbJvLoc^ '777* 

,SiJl, 

Having had the honour to reprefent to your £xcel« 
lency the necefEty of being provided with a certain number 
of borfet and carriages for the artillery, vr£luai, and other in* 
difpenfable purpofes of the army, when it fhaH be ob|igcxl to 
quit the borders of the lakes and rivers ; and having under* 
ftood- frorti your Excellency, that fuch provifion cooM not be 
niade by tk^ ordinary methods of corvee, and that if pr<»pdfe4 
without compulfion to the country, the cffeSt would be' pre* 
carious^ dilatory, and expenfive } I have now the honour o( 
laying before your ExceUeney propofais of cohtrads for an 
expeditious fupply of a neceilary number of horfes for the 
irtillery, and 500 carts, witfar* two hOrfes each, for ether 
purpqfes. 

I am too ignorant of the (H-ices of the country to offer Btif 
judgment upon the reafonablencis of thefe propofais, nor have 
I any long acquaintance with Mr. Jordan, or other motives 
for wiflitng him the preference, if other perfons can be found 
equally capable, refponftble, and expeditious. 1 have onljr 
interfered thus far upon a convidion, after confidering th^ 
route the King's orders dired, and taking alt poffible methods 
of information: upon the fupply t6 be ekpefied as we prbceed, 
that to depend ufbon the ioantry altogMir wouM b^ to 
hazard the expedition. ** 

U4 X^^\ 
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Your lp)xcellency ivill obferve, that, in order to fave die 
public expence as much as poffible, I have reduced this re- 
quriition much below what would be adequate to the fervic*, 
meaning to truft to the refources of the expedition for the reft. 
Five hundred carts will hardly carry 14. days provifion at a 
time, and Major->General Philips means to demand as few 
borfes as poffible, fubjedl to whatever future augmentations 
future fervices may require. The prefent number will be 
abojut four hundred. There will then remain unprovided for 
(for expeditious movements) the tranfport of batten ux from 
Lake George tq Hudfon's river, and the carriage of the tents 
and baggage of the army, and many other contingencies I 
need not trouble your. Excellency to point out to you, 
1 have the honour to be^ with true refpe£^, 

J. BURGOYNE. 



Ffopofals for furnijhlng Horfes^ Carriages^ and Drivers far tb§ 
Service of the Army^ on the Expedition under the Command of 
LieutenanUGeneral Burgoyne, viz. 

One thoufand horfes with harnefs. 

Five hundred carts to carry eight hundred weight, drawn 
by two horfes. 

One driver to each cart. 

One half of the nugiber to be rendezvoufed at Chatteau 
Quay, in 1 5 days from the date of the contrad; the remainder 
in 30 days. 

The carts and harnefs within the fame fpace at St. John's. 

The commifTary appointed by the Crown to grant a certi-* 
ficate of the delivery. 

All horfes, carts, harnefs, He, are to be kept complete, and 
every incidental expence of conductors to be paid by the 
contra£tor, except provifion for the drivers, and forage for the 
horfes. 

When the King's magazines cannot fupply forage with con- 
venience to the fervice, the contraSor is to have the liberty 
of doing it, and upon producing proper certificates, to be paid 
at the rate by which the King's magazines are to be fupplied. 

The contra<Sor to be paid for this fervice at the rate of 
(even (hillings Halifax currency p^ day for each cart, with 
^wo horfes and driver, to commence from the day of 
ItndezYOus. 

AU 
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All horfes killed, dying in the fervice, or taken by the 
enemy, to be paid for, on thofe cafes certified by the ICing's 
commif&ry, at die rate of ten pounds each ; carts taken or 
defiroyed nve pounds ; hamefs three pounds. 

The conltrudors to be paid every two months by warrant 
granted upon the commiflary's certificate* 

This contraft to be in force 150 days. 

Penalty for performance, ^. 

6th June. 1777. 

Propofalsforfurnijhing Horfis and Drivers for the Servki rfth$ 
Jrtillery^ on the Expe/ttiott under the Command of LUutemmt^ 
General Burgoyne, viz. 

Horfes. 

One driver to every two horfes. 

One half of the number to rendezvous at Chatteau Gay in 
15 days from date of the contract ; the remainder in 30 days. 

The commifTary appointed by the Crown to grant a certi- 
ficate of the deli very. 

All horfes and drivers to be kept, complete in number; and 
every incidental expence of condudiors to be paid by the 
contrador, except proviiions for the drivers, and forage for" 
the horfes. 

When the King's magazines cannot fupply forage, with 
convenience to the fervice, the contra&or is to have a libertjr 
of doing it, and upon producing proper certificates to be paid 
at the rate by which the King's magazines are to be fupplied. 

The contra£^or to be paid for this fervice at the rate of. fix 
(hillings per day for every two horfes and 'one driver, to 
commence from the dav of rendezvous. 

All horfes killed, dying in the fervice or taken by die 
enemy, to be paid for on £ofe cafes certified by the iLing^s 
commifTary, at the rate of ten pounds each. 

The contradors to be paid every two months by warrant 
granted upon the commiffiiry's certificate. , 

This contraft to be in force 150 days. 

Penalty for performance, ^. 
Montreal^ 
6tbjuney 1777. 
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€^ (fu Later from Sir Guy Cafleton u Lieutnutm^Gimrid 
Burgoyne, dated Montreal, *itb Jofie, 1777* 

SIR, 

I HAVE received your letter of thU dir's date on the 
lubje£t of a contra£k for horfes for the artillery, and odier 
pujjpofes of the armyi and enclofing propofals for the Cime* 

it is fufficient that you fee the neceiSty of this meafure for 
my appro, ing of it, and therefore 1 wifii you would conclude 
fuch asreemt^nt as appears to you to be juft and reafonable, 
and with fuch perfon as y(;u 'mall think proper, (there feints 
Yo me no caufe of objection either againft the terms or perfon 
propofed,) and I (ball be bappy, if any affiftarice I can give 
may forward the bufinefs. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Gvy CAKtBTON. 

Extras efa Letter frrnn tie Sicntarj at War to Sir Guy Ctrfe* 

ton, dated jjth Auguft, 1776. 

HIS Mayefty being perfuaded, that at the time you ap* 
|>0ittted Lieutenant-Colunefs Nefbit, Frafer, Powell, and 
Gordon, to a6l as Brigadiers, you were fatisfied ihe fame 
(Would be for the benefit of the ferfice, has been pleafed to 
approve of their appointment, and they will accordingly receive 
^y as fuch during their continuance in Canada. 

But I hiive his Majefty's orders to obferveto you, tha( 
whenever any of the faid officers (hall lead their brigades out 
of the province of Canada, in order to join the troops under 
General Howe, there will be a neceffity for their command 
ceafm^ as Brigadier, ro prevent the impropriety of their 
bearing a higher rank and pay than feveral of the Lieutenant* 
coloneTs who are their feniors in that army. Your £xoe)lencf)r 
imiQ therefore be p\ciM to give fuch diredions hereupon as 
you may judge moil expedient. 



Exsraa 
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ExtraQ of a Letter from the Secretary at War to Sir Guy Carle* 
tooy dated M^xch 2$fijjj. ^ • 

I AGREE wkh your Excellency for the reafons ftatcd in 
your difpatch of 29th of November, that It is beft not to 
turn over the Englifli recruits of the .33d regimeat; huti 
ftouid think it advifablei to diftribute the German recriuts 
for that corps among the regiaieats ferving under your epoi* 
mand, as the agent informs me, that, under the idea that this 
meafure would be adopted, the oiScers recruiting for the 33d 
Tiave for Ibme time been employed in railing men to replace 
them. . ^. 

Qpf cf a Letter from Captain Foy to Luutonant^doluul 
St. Leger, aated Montreal, June X0| 17.77. 

SIR, 
I HAVE it in command to fend you the enclofed extraft 
gf a letter from Lord George Germaine, containing the in« 
Rruflions which is to be your guidance, when you mall pro- 
ceed upon the expedition which you are to command. 

XMsSiri&c. '^ . 

E.foT. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant General 
Burgoyn?, dated St. John'S| June x 3, ^y 77- 

6IR, . 
' THE Canadians which are to ferve on the expedition, 
going under your command, having been drafted > from 
^ militia of the feveral parities, upocr promife of bcii^ 
allowed to return to their families by the firft of Nfl|» 
vecnb^r, being the time they exped the wlnt^ to £|t 
in } and 9II tbofe ordered, or to be ordered, upcxa > corveea, 
for different purpofes of the, troops whigh pafs the. Uke% 
confenting to this fervice, upon the faith of being dif- 
mifled by the ii^me time, I am to requeft that you will allow 
both the one and the other to return accordingly, unlefs any 
of them (hall chufe to remain with you of their own free 
wil) 4i)d inclination. 

I am, Sir, Sec. 

G. Ci^XlETON, 
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Cffpj of a Letter from Lieutenant-Genfral Burgoyne to Sir Guy 
Carleton, dated St. John's, June 15, 1777. 

SIR, 
I AM Corry to inform your Excellency, that the four men 
of the Canadian companies, whofe names are inclofed, de- 
'ferted laft night, with their arms, provifions, and every other 
article they had. 

I trouble your Excellency with the report, thinking Aat if 
'One or more of thefe men could be apprehended, they would 
be very proper fubjects for an example, and I (hould have no 
icruple in trying them by a court-martial. It is fuppofed they 
are gone direi^y home ; and I fubmit to your Excellency^ 
whether a party ient diredly to their pahflies, might not have 
a good effect. 

I have the honour to be with great refped^ 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient humble fenran^ 

J. BURGOYNX, 

P. S. You will excufe my paper and pen, being juft embark- 
ing. 



Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to LieMtefgant^Goneral 
Burgoyne, dated Montreal, June 17, 1777. 

SIR, 
• I HAVE received your letter, inclofing a lift of delerters 
from the companies of Canadians under your command. 
"No time has been loft in giving orders for every poffible 
Iheans to be ufed to apprehend them ; and at whatever time 
they are taken, they fhall be fent to you, to proceed againft 
tiieni as you (hall think proper. 

I am^ Sir, &c. 

G. Carleton. 



Off 
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Copy of a Letter from Major-General Philips to Sir Guy Carlc- 
ton, lii/^i St. John's, June 17, i777, 

SIR, 

X TAKE the liberty, with great rcfpe£^, to report to your 
Excellency, that unlefs you are fo good to order the 2j^th ^-e* 
giment to Sl John's for two months, to affift the tranfporC 
of the expedition, it will be impoffible the fervice can go on ; 
that regiment encamping here for the fummer months will 
expedite every fervice here, and the 31ft regiment may do 
the duty of the garrifon ; ^o much it is neceflary, tliat I (ball 
be obliged to keep a battalion from croffing the Lake^ until 
your Excellency is fo good to fend the 29th regiment, which 
;nay move even by companies, fuppofing the regiment cannot 
aflemble eafily together. 

As your Excellency has entrufted to me during the winter 
the care of the pofts, it has given me fuch knowledge, that I 
will venture to offer, for your Excellency's confideration, that 
the 31ft regiment be ordered to take up the following chain, 
obferving that the company at Point aux Fer may or may 
not be withdrawn hereafter, as your Excellency (hall fee 
proper, as the poft is (Irong and fecure ; but at prefent it is 
of abfolute neceifity there (hould be a company at Point aux 
Fer, as it is an intermediate depot between St. John and 
Crown Point* 

Pofts to be occupied by the 31ft regiment, June 1777* * 

Companies* 
Point aux Fer • - - - - 1 

Ifle aux Noix - - - - - 2 

St. John's - - - - - - 4 

Chambiy - - -■ - - • i 

8 

Sorel the additional company of the regiment - i 

Total 9 

Should your Excellency be pleafed to allow of this dif* 
tribution, I will requcft your Excellency will fend me, b^ 
exprefs, your approbation, and I will dired the route of the 
31ft accordingly. ■ . -■ 
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I will venture to offer an opinion relating to the detach- 
ment of the fix regiments which are on the .expedkioi^ 
namely, the 9th, soth, lift, 47th, fftd, 626. It is, that they 
be ordered direAly to Montreal, wnere the bofpital is, and' 
where there is an excellent barrack to receive theiu as they 
recover ; and your Elxcellency is fenfible thefe detachm^ts 
are compofed of the fick men from each of the fix regiments* 
I apprehend the German detachment to be much the fame; and 
unlets the men are together in one body, I greatly fear they 
never will be ferviceable. 

I truft to your Excellency's goodnefs to pardon this intra* 
fion on your time i it is great refpeA and fincere attention for 
your Excellency which didates every line I ever write to your 
Excellency. 

I will hope an immediate anfwer to this letter, as I muft ar» 
range the movement of Brigadier General Hamilton's brigade 
accordingly. I have the honour to be, Sir, 

With the greateft refpcft. 
Your Excellency's moft 
Obedient and humble fervant, 

W.Philifs. 

Copy 9f Litter from Mejor General Philips /# Sir Guy 
Carleton, dated St. John's, ijtb June, 1777. 

* SIR, 

, IT is with great reluflance I write, when I am obliged 
to give youf . Excellency fo much trouble ; but I am un- 
der the noceffity of reporting to your Excellency, that I 
have receiyed reports from the Quarter-mafter-general's af* 
fiftants, that the.corvees neceifary for the tranfport of the army 
from Chatnbly to the Portage, and from the Portage to tbi$ 
place, are. moft of them run away, in fuch manner that the 
traniport of provifions is nearly flopped ; and I am appre^ 
henfive, unlefs means be found to forward on this.fervicey 
that the army ^under Lieutenant General Burgoyne may 
fiiortly want provifions. 

I would offer to your Excellency's confideration, whether 
part of Brigadier General Macleane's corps fhould not be or* 
dered^to the fe^th of the river St. Lawrence, and on the pa- 
riihes on bothiides of the river Sorel, to enforce fuch orders 
tor the nece/Iary corvees required^ as vHU enable this fervice 
to go oa« 

Ihad 
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1 had the bonoor to fetid to jrour Excellency an exprefs this 
day, requefting the 2gth regiment to be fent to St. John's, iar' 
order that by detachments to St.Therefe the communicatioa 
and corvees may be kept. on for the tranfport of proviftons 
and ftores. I have been obliged to order the 69d regiment 
to remafn behind' for fome days, in hopes the 29th will foeti 
relieve it. 

Major St« Georee Ttuprti commiflary of the tranfport of 
die army^ by corvles, can never be of any ufe remaining in 
Montreal ; I will hope your Excellency will have the e^<*. 
nefs to order him upon the. communication on the SoreT, and 
the fouth of the river St. Lawrence, as Verchers, Varennes, 
JBoucherville, Longueuil, La.Prari?, ia order, by his prefence 
«iid by his adivity, he may urge on the different corv&s, 
witbpot which^ I mu& repeal, to be really under apprehenfions 
the fupply of the troops at Crown Point. 

If Brigadier General Madeane was to refide a few days at 
Chambly, it might perhaps be of ufe, by giving countenance 
and protDfiion to the officers of militia in the execution of 
their orders. 

I repeat bow extremely fiarry I am to be obliged ta write 
thus, which nothing but the real ftate of fzSts ibould oblige 
mc to do. I have the honour to be. 

Sir, faTtf. isfc. 

W. Philips. 



Copy of a hetttr from Sir Guy Garleton to Major Gaural 
i Philips, ^f«^ Montreal, 1 8/j& June 1777. 

. SIR, 

I RECEIVED one letter firom you of yefterday's date late 
laft night, and another this morning. 

A ^ it is my earneft defire to give every affiftance to the ex« 
pedition under General Burgoyne, the 29th regiment ihall * 
move immediately, and encamp at St.Therefe, about half 
way between Ghamblee and St. John's, being the prcpsreft 
place for rhat communication^ 

The 31ft regiment Ih'all be difpofed of as you propofe, ex* 
cept as to Point au Fer, which is contrary to my orders j ; 
but if you find that a company can be of ufe at Riviere la 
Colic, one fliall be fent there. The emigrants, or thegBcateft'/ 
part, (hall crofs to the fouth fide, for the purpofe you defire ; 
and ^r. St. George ihall go over there, to attend to that fer* 
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vice, as (hall alfo Brigadier Macle^e, to give every affiftatice 
IQ. his power. 

. I fliould be glad you would order the detachment of the 
ftoch and aift to move di redly to this place, where the other 
ilmilar deuchments (except that of the 62d, which I fliall 
order to Quebec) ihall alfo be aflembled, agreeable to your 
propofition* ^^ I am, Sir, 

'^ With great re(peA» 

Your moft, 6^r. 

G.C. 



COPr if ORDERS. 

Mpntreal, %th June 1 777, 
Parole St. Anne slnd Bofton. 

THE 31ft regiment is to take and to move immediately to i 
the pods of St. John and the Ifle aux Noix, four companies 
to each place, one company of thoFe at Ifle aux Noix to move 
to Riviere la Colle, in cafe Major General Philips (hall' 
think it neceflary, and fignify the fame to them. The com- 
panies at all thefe pofts to be aiding and affifling in the tran« 
(port of provifions, ftores, and all things, paffing for the 
troops under the command of Lieutenant General Burgoyne. 

The 29th regiment to march and encamp at or nqar St* 
Thcrefe, detaching two companies to Chambly ; this regi- 
ment will likewife be aiding and affifting in forwarding every 
thing neceflary for General Burgoyne's troops. The royal 
Highland emigrants will detach a company to Sorel, fot the 
like fervices; and Brigadier General Macleancf will make atour 
to thd place on that river, and order fuch further part of his 
regiment to take pofts there as he finds may be necel&ry for 
the above purpofes, or for alHfting the officers of militia, and . 
executing orders fent to them. Mr. St. George Dupre^ com* 
miflary for the tranfport, will pafs over to the fouth fide of the. 
river St. Lawrence, and ufe his utmoft diligence to forward 
thefe fervices, and to fee that the different corvees are fup- 
plied, demanding the affiftance of the neareft troops where 
It may be necelury, who are to comply with fuch requeft as 
be ihall make. 



tUh 
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Copy of a Letter from Major-General Philips to Sir Quf 
Carlcton, rftf//rf St. John's, 19th June 1777. 

SIR, 

I JUS r now received your Excellency's letter and ordcrjf 
€f the 1 8th inftanc, and 1 fend ofF an officer exprefs, that hd 
ihay return on the inflant, (o that I may be-dble to leave St« 
John's to-morrow, convinced, I hope, that every arrange-^ 
ment has met your £xce]lency*9 approbation. I have always 
offered my opinions with the utmoft refped, and it has ever > 
been the greateft ratisfaftion to me when they have at all co« 
incided with thofe of your Excellency. 

Two companies of the 29th regiment being ordered by youf 

Excellency to Chamblv, of whjch I am very glad, will allovi^ 

the 31ft regtment to be divided equally, four companies to 

, St. John's, and four companies to the Ifle aux Noix, which 

fliall take place the inftant the 29th regiment arrives. 

I wiU venture to trefpafs upon your Excellency's goodnefii 
to allow my requeft, that the remai/ling fix companies of th«r 
29th regiment may be divided. 

One to the Little Portage; 
One to the Upper Portage; 
Four to St. John'^. 

The reafon for this arrangement is, that, being fo pofted, 
they will communicate from Chambly to the Ifle aux Noi^, 
in the tranfport of proviflons and ftores for Lieutenant-Ge-^ 
neral Burgoyne's expedition ; and I beg to afFure your Ex- 
cellency, that it is not upon flight grounds I have formed my 
wifhes upon this fubjed, but upon mature deliberation, am 
with the advice of every perfpn concerned in the different 
tranfports here; and it is meant not to employ the 291)1 regi-* 
ment other than for this duty, the 31ft being the garrifon of - 
this place and the Ifle aux Noix will have fufficient duty iti 
diatfervice; I will therefore ftill hope that your Excellency 
will be fo good to allow of this diftribution of the Zgtk 
regiment. 

I have but one more article to trouble your Excellency 
upon, which is that of Point au Fer ; it is at prefent a depot 
for provifions being lodged there when the wind will not per- 
mit the veflfels to go further, in order not to lofe time, as alfd 
for artillery (lores ; there are alfo rafts made there for trans- 
porting the provifion-carts belonging to Mr. Jorda%and manjr 
other articles for the public fervice. 

Vol. VII- X W^ 
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Will you, therefore. Sir, permit me moft refpetSlfully to re- 

J|ueft your Excellency to lend a company from the 31ft at the 
fle aux Noix, to take charge of this poft, which becomes fe- 
rious, from the reafons I have given. May I prcfume to offer 
my opinion, that although Point au Fer is beyond the latitu- 
dinal limits of the province, it is certainly within the frontier, 
which 1 have ever conceived to extend to Crown Point and 
Ticonderoga. This duty will be required only for a few 
weeks ; the company may return to its ftation at Ifle aux Noix^ 
and in the mean time be of eflential ufe to the fervice. 

I had the honour to write to your Excellency this morningy 
informing you, Sir, that I had ordered the detachments of 
the 20th, 2ift, and 53d regiments to move to Sorel, to be ia 
readmeis there for further orders, which I have now received 
from your Excellency, that they are to be quartered at Mon- 
treal. I ftill continue their route for Sorel by water, as it is 
the eafieft for the fick, which the furgeons here have reported 
upon, and requefled that mode of conveyance; and it will pre- 
vent all interference with the tranfport of the army by land- 
carriage. I have directed Lieutenant Duport, afSftant to the 
quarter- mafter- general at Sorel, to aflift in forwarding the route 
of thefe detachments to Montreal ; and I will ftiU requeft a 
furgeon's mate from the hofpital may be fent with medicines, 
to meet ^hem there in cafe they fliould ftand in need. 

I am now to take my leave of your Excellency, which I do 
with the moft fincere feelings of gratitude for a thou&nd favours 
and afts of friend(hip you have conferred upon me. 
. I fhall not fail to report to Lieutenant General Burgoyne 
your Excellency's marked goodnefs to him in ordering the 29th 
regiment and the emigrants, with Brigadier-General Mac- 
leanc, to affift the tranfport for the fervice of his expedition ; I 
am fure he will have every grateful feeling upon the occafion. 

1 hear your Excellency intends to ftay fome d^ys at M6n- 
trcal, at which I exceedingly rejoice, as the confequencc of 
your prefence in this part of the province at prefent, from the 
dignity of your fituation, cannot fail of being of real ufe. 
1 have the honour to be, 
Sir, &c. 

VVm. Philips. 

Copy of a Letter from Sir Guy Carleton to Mnjor^General 
Philips, datid Quebec, 26th June^ ^777* 
SIR, 
YOUR difpatches of the 19th of June arrived at Mon- 
treal after I was fet out, which has prevented my anfwering 

thctn 
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them fooner. Orders are given for moving 'the 29th regi- 
ment exsuSMy as you defired, and you may difpofe of a com* 
pany of the 31ft regiment at Point au Fer, as I am fully per- 
fuaded of the utility of fuch a ftep; but I (hall lay the blame) 
if any be imputed to me for exceeding my orders, upon you. 

I defire you will remind General Burgoyne to fend me a 
ftate of the troops under his command after the recruits no^v 
on their way have joined him, as I intend to complete his re- 
giments from the beft men of the additional companies. 
I am, Sir, with great regard, , 

Your moft, &c. 

G. C. 

Copy of a Luurfrom Sir Guy Carleton to Lieutenant'-General 
BuTgoynCj dated Qyx^hecy 26th June, 1777- 

SIR, ' 

Mr. JORDAN being under apprehenfions of not being 
able to find the number of men which he (hall want for his 
horfes, has applied to me to order him from the country as 
many as will make up his deficiency ; but 1 faw great impro- 
priety in commanding people for fupplying a purpofe for which 
you had made a cbntra£t,as I do great inconveniencies which 
muft arife from ordering corv^es, one part of^ which is to be 
paidy while others are not ; mean time, in order to forward the 
fervice which Mr. Jordan has undertaken, as much as I could, 
I have given him permiffion to employ any part of the corvee 
ordered for your army, to which no particular duty had been 
affigned by you, which he (hall require, to ai&ft in condu£ting 
his horfes to you. 

Two hundred and forty-eight men, of five hundred ordered 
from this diflrid, are already fet out for St. John's, and two 
hundred and three are now here to fet out to-day or to-morrow> 
and forty-four have been fent to replace deferters. 
I am, with great regard, 

Sir, &c. &c. 

G. C. 

Extraif of a Letter from Lord George Germaine to SirVfWWzvx 
Howe, ^tof^rf Whitehall, i8th May, 1777. 

YOUR fecret letter of the 2d April, together with its two 
inclofures, are received, and 1 have had the honour of laying 
them before his Majefty, 
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As you Auft, from your fituation and miiitary fkilij ifet n 
competent judge of the propriety of eyery plan, bU Majefty 
does not hefitate to approve the alterations which you propp(b: 
trufting, however, th^t whatever you may meditate, it will be 
executed in time for you to co-operate with the army ordem) 
to proceed from Canada, and put itfelf under your command. 

I have the pleafure to acquaint you that his Majefty enlirdy 
approves of your letter to Sir Guy Carleton* 

Copy of the Inrollment of Commiffton to Lord FifcouniHowe^ and 
General William Howe, dated 6th May, i6 Geo. III. 

Fourth Part of Inrollment? of Patents of the Sixteenth Year 
of the Reign of King George the Third. 



Richard Lordvif-^ GEORGE the Third, by the Gwe of 

rer'wrSow:; rG^> ^f G^«|f B^J^J^^ France, and Irdand, 
Comsiiaioii. ^ ^ing, Defender of the Faith, and. to foroiy 
To our right trufty and well-beloved coiifin and counfello^ 
Richard, Lord V ifcount Howe, of our kingdom of Ireland, and 
to our trufty and well-beloved William Howe, Efquire, Ma- 
jor- General of our forces, and General of our forces in North 
America only, greeting. Whereas a wicked and daring re- 
bellion bath been raifed in our colonies and provinces of New* 
Hampfliire, Mafiachufet's-Bay, Rhode-lfland, Conne^icu^ 
New-York^ New-Jcrfey, Penfylvania, the three lower coun- 
ties of Newcaftle, Kent, and Suflex, on Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, and Geor- 
gia ; and the rebels have taken pofleilion of many parts of the 
Mid colonies and provinces, and traiteroufly ufurped the go* 
vernment thereof, whereby it hath become neceflary to fup^ 
prcfs by force of arms the faid rebellion, and to reduce thp 
laid colonies to a ftate of due obedience to our laws ^ And 
whereas we are notwithftauding earneftly defirous to deliver 
all our (ubjcSs, and every part Of the dominions belonging to 
our crown, from the calamities of war, and other oppreffions 
which they now undergo, and to reftore them to oUr prorec^ 
^ion and peace, as foon -as the faid rebellious force fliall be re- 
moved, and the juft authority of our law9 may be replaced : 
We therefore, repofing cfpecial truft and confidence in your 
wifdom, circumfpeSion, diligence, and loyalty, have nomi- 
nated and appointed, and by thefe prefents we do nominate 
and apt>oint you the (aid Richard Lord Viicoum Howe, aad 

you 
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you the faid WilKam Howe, and each of you, jointly and 
feverally tcf ht out eomiriiffioher and commifSpnersI in th^ 
bcfhalfj to do, perform, and execute, all the powers and autho-^ 
rittes hereby iiitrufted and committed to you and each of yon, 
the faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe and William HoWe^ 
according to the terror of thefe our letters patent, and of fucn 
further inftrudions as you fhall from time to time receive, un- 
der our fignet or fign manual. And whereas we being gvi» 
ciouOy inclined to extend our royal clemency to all thofe who 
Have Deen hurried away from their juft obedience to the law§^ 
by the tumult and diforder of the times, or who are defirou^, 
by a fpeedy return to their duty, to obtain forgivenefs, do 
voitchfafe, and are willing to grant, our free and general par- 
don to fitch perfons and defcriptions of men as aforefaid : Wid 
have therefore thought fit t6 give and grant, and by thefe p're- 
fents we do accordingly give and grant unto you the faid Ri- 
chard Lord Vifcount Howe, and you the faid William How^^ 
and to each of you, full power, authority, and licence, froiii 
tinie to time to proclaim our (aid general indulgence and par- 
doii to fuch perfons, numbers, -and defcriptions of perfons^ 
with fuch llmitatibns and exceptions therefironi, asf, conii- 
dering all the circumftances of tinfie and place aiVd occafion of 
publifhing the fame, to you the faid Richard Lord Vifcouftt 
Howe, and William Howe, or to either of you, (hall feert 
moft expedient ; and to proclaim the fame in all fuch plac6 
or places within the faid colonies or provinces of New Hamp- 
Ihire. Maflachufet's-Bay, Rhode-Ifland, Conne6Hcut, New- 
York, New-Jerfey, Penfylvania, the three lower counties of 
Newcaftle, Kent, and Suflcx, on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina, Georgia, or any 
of them refpeSively, wherein it fhall feem expedient to yoA 
the faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe» 
or either of you, at your will and pleafure; and alfo to name 
and aflign to our faid fubjefts, and every of them, fuch tim6 
as you the faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe and Williani 
Howe, or either of you, (hall think fit, within which they 
(hall feverally and refpeftively be admitted to fue out our faid 
general pardon in writing under the hands and feals oF yoa 
the faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe and William HoweP, 
or either of you. And it is our further will and pleafure, 
and we do hereby authorife and appoint and give and grant 
full power, authority, and liberty, unto you the faid Ri- 
chard Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, arid' to eacR 
of you, after fuch' proclamation or proclamations ca^dn. 'li'W 
aforefaid, to give and grant to a\\ 2^t\d &t\^«t <ak S»:\^^vi5i- 
je&sin tht faid cc^loni^ or provxucet ot 'S^^H^r^^^V^'*f^ 
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MaffachufetVBay, Rhode-Ifland, Conne£licut, New- York, 
Ncw-Jerfey, Penfylvania, the three lower counties of New- 
caftle, Kent, and SuiTex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia^ 
North- Carolina, South-Carolina, an4 Georgia, our general 
pardon as aforefaid, to whom in your difcrecion, or in the 
difcretion of either of you, it (hall feem meet, and to none 
other, to be made and pafled in due form, as follows : 
« GEORGE the Third, by the Grace of God of Great 
^* Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faitb^ 
** and fo forth, to all men to whom thefe prefents fliall comey 
" greeting. Know ye that we of our fpecial grace, certain 
** knowledge, and mere motion, and out of the zeal and af* 
^^ fe£lion which we have and bear to our fubje6ls, have pardon* 
^^ ed, remifed, and releafed, and by thefe prefents do pardon^ 
i^ remife, and releafe, to A. B. of C in the ■. ■ otherwife 
** called, ^c, or by whatfoever other name or firname, or ad^ 
*< dition of name or firname, dignity, office, or place, the faid 
<♦ A. B. fliall be reputed, called, or named, or heretofore 
*^ was reputed, called, or named, all and fingular treafons, as 
" weQ high treafons as petit treafons, rebellions, infiirrei^ions^ 
•* and confpiracies againft us,, our crown and dignity; and 
>^^ alfo all and all manner of mifprifions of treafon, or other 
<* mifprifions, by him the faid A. B. at any time heretofore 
*« had, done, or perpetrated, whether the faid A, B. of the prc- 
*« mifes, or any of them, fhould have been indiSed, appealed, 
^' fued, and adjudged outlawed, convifted, condemned, or'at« 
*< tainted, or not. We alfo pardon, remife, and releafe, by 
^ thefe prefents, to the aforefaid A. B. all and fingular judg- 
*« ments, pains of death, puniftiments, and iflues and profits of 
^ all domains, manors, lands, tenements, and other heredita- 
" ments of him the faid A. B. on occafion of the premifes, 
" or any of them, by him the faid A.B. forfeited or loft, 
*' and to us by reafon of the premifes due, belonging, or 
" appertaining.*' And it is our further will and pleafure, 
that fuch pardon fhall be duly pafled and made to fuch per- 
fons, and to fuch number apd defer iption of perfons, and to 
each and every of them, as you the faid Richard Lord Vifcount 
Howe and William Howe, or either of you, fliall think fit, un- 
der your hands and feals, or the hand and feal of either of you ; 
which faid general pardon or pardons we hereby authorife 
and impower yo'i, or either of you, to grant and pafs accord- 
ingly. And we do hereby ftriSly charge and command you 
the faid Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, and each 
of you, from time to time to inquire diligently into the 
fi^te and condition of the faid colonies and provinces, and of 
jfvery county^ tow% port, diftrift^ and t\a.ce^ yiVO^vcv^^^^'Msv^ 
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br any of them, refpefli^ely, and to receive and entertain 
all dutiful complaints and reprefentations made to you, or 
either of you, by the inhabitants 'thereof, and faithfully and 
duly to tranfmit the fame to one of our principal Secretaries 
of State, that fuch reformation and redrefs may follow there- 
upon, as the nature of the cafe fhall require. And it is oiir 
further will and pleafure, that you confer, as occafion may 
require, with our fubjcdls in the faid provinces, or any 
of them, concerning iuch arrangements and regulations as 
may tend to the advantage and (lability of the faid feveral 
colonies and provinces, and to a tailing union of each of 
them, refpedively, with Great Britain, upon the true prin- 
ciples of the conftiturion ; and whenever it (hall appear to 
you the faid Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, or 
either of you, that the faid rebellion is fo far fupprefled in any 
of the faid colonies, or provinces, refpedively, that the inha- 
bitants thereof may enjoy their rights and privileges in a duti- 
ful fubmifiion to our laws and government. It is our further 
will and pleafure, that you the faid Lord Vifcount Howe and 
William Howe, or either of you, do fignify to the governor, 
or lieutenant governor, or commander in chief for the time 
being, of fuch colony or province refpcftively, under the 
hands and feals of you the faid Lord Vifcount Howe and 
William Howe, or the hand and feal of either of you, that he 
do fummon and call together an aflembly or general court of 
the (aid province or colony ; and if the (aid general court or 
a(rembly, being fe fummoned, fhall make tender of their duty 
and obedience, and (hall make applicarion to you the faid 
Lprd Vifcount Howe and William Howe, or either of you, 
to have the reftraint upon their trade and intcrcoiirfe taken 
off, in fuch manner as (hall fatisfy you of their loyalty and 
obedience i or although it (hould happen, that the faid rebel- 
lion is not fo far fupprefTed, that the inhabitants of every part 
of any of our faid provinces or colonies, refpedlively, may 
enjoy the benefit of our gracious intentions for their relief; 
yet if in certain parts or di(tri6ts, within zny of the faid colo- 
nies or provinces, the inhabitants thereof (hall make tender of 
their duty and obedience, and (ubmit themfelves to the magi- 
ftrates, legally empowered by us, and to the due and regular 
exercife ot our government and laws, in fuch manner as (hall 
give yi u the laid Lord Vifcount Howe and William Howe, 
or either of you, fufficient realon to be fatisfied of the fin- 
cerity and permanency of their loyalty and obedience : in any 
or either of the faid cafes we do hereby authorize and em- 
power you the faid Lord -Vifcount Kon9^ ^tv'S^'W^vwsw^^^Hi^i^ 

X 4 ^ ^^ 
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er either of you, by open proclamation, in our name, from 
time to time, to declare any fuch colony, province, county, 
town, port, diftrid, or place, refpe<^ively, to be at our peace: 
whereupon, and from and after the ifTuing any fuch proclania- 
tion in an 7 of the colonies or provinces, refpe£tivcly, the fur- 
tier execution of a certain a<^ made and pafled in the prefent 
parliament, intituled, '^ An a^ to prohibit all trade and inter- 
couife with the colonies of New Hampfliire, Maflachufets 
Bay, Rhode Ifland, Conne£Hcut, New- York, New Jerfey, 
PenlVlvania, the three lower counties of Newcaftle, Kent, 
and ouflex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina, and Georgia, during the continuance of 
the prefent rebellion within the faid colonies refpedively; and 
for repealing an a£^, made in the fourteenth year.of our reign, 
to difcontinue the landing and difoharging, lading or Slipping, 
goods, wares, and merchandizes, at the town and within t£e 
harbour of Bofton, in the province of Maflachufets Bay; 
and alfo two aSs, made in the laft feffion of parliament, for 
reftraining the trade and commerce of the colonies in the fud 
z£ks refpe&ively mentioned; and to enable any perfon w 
perfons appointed and authorifed by bis Majefty to grant 
parcions, and to iflue proclamations, in the cales and for the 

Kupofes therein mentioned," (hali, with refped to fuch ca- 
ny or province, colonies or provinces, county, town, port, 
diftrid, or place, refpedlively, and none other, ceafe, deter«* 
mine, and be utterly void ; and we do hereby declare, ocdain, 
and appoint, that you the faid Richard Lord Vifcount Howe 
and William Howe, and each of you, (hall and may hold, 
execute and enjoy the office and place, and offices and places, 
of our commiffioner and commiffioners, as herein mentioned, 
with all rights, members, and appurtenances whatfoever, to* 
gether with all and fingular the powers and authorities hereby 
ffranted unto you, for and during our will and pleafure, and no 
k>nger. In witnels, &c. 

Witncfs ourfelf at Weftminfter the fixth day of May. 

By the KING himfelf. 
Examined with the record. 
Charles Dav£s, one of the Clerks of the Petty Bagg. 

T» tbt Right Homurabb L§rd George Gennaine, tfic.^ 

My Lord, New-Yorky December 22, 177$. 

BY our laft difpatcb, dated the 30th of November, we 

had the honour to communicate to your Lordihip a^ prodn- 

jnation> which we had )u4ged propi^r to be iffiiedi Uinitiiig 
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the time, within which bis Majefty's general pardon ihould be 
granted, to fixty days. It is with the greateft fatisfadion we 
now inform your Lordfhip of the fuccefs of that meafure. A , 
yery confiderable number of perfons, who had been active in 
the rebellion, particularly in this province, and that T)f the 
Jerfeys, have already fubfcribed the declaration of allegiance $ 
and his Majefty's pardons, according to the form pre(cribed 
in Qur commiffion, are made out, and given as faft as the 
necefiary certificates are produced. 

The whole of the Jerfeys, except a very inconfiderable part, 
which vi^ think muft of courfe follow, has fubmitted ; and of 
the province of Penfylvania^ which his Majefty's forces have 
not yet entered, feveral perfoos of property (and alfo of 
weight in the country, fo long as any apparent denre to obtaiA 
reafonable terms of accommodation fubfifted) have fubfcribed 
the declaration. 

As we have not yet received die returns ef fubmiffions 
from the gentlemen authorifed to take them, it is not in otur 
power to tranfmit a complete lift, nor even to afccrtain the 
numbers; but we may perhaps judge it. proper to trouble 
your Lordfliip therewith by a future opportunity, when the 
oifpofition of the people at large may be more fully deten- - 
mined. In the mean time, we can only fay, that, from the 
fttccefsful circulation of the proclamation, at leaft in the 
neighbouring provinces, and from the avidity with which 
the. terms of it have been hitherto embraced, we have reafof^ 
to conclude, that very material good confequences will accrue 
irom it before the fixty days mall be expired. We do not 
indeed flatter ourfelves, that it will eiFe£k fuch a general fub-^ 
miffioh throughout the continent, elpecially in the difl^nt 
provinces, as the lenity of it ought to induce. We fhall be 
happy however, if a meafure, founded upon his Majefty's moft 
gracious plan of mercy, fhould fo far fucceed, as to prevent, 
even in the fmalleft degree, the efFufion of blood, and promote 
the reftoration of public tram|uillity in any of his Majefty's 
colonies. We have the honour to be, &c. 

Howe, 
. William Howe. 

yanuary 26. 
Private budnefs* 

• yanuary 27. 
Colonel Barre (aid, that it appeared to him, the papers pro^ 
duced upon the table were ia many parts defttflive^ erro^ 
jKOUS^ and unfatisfadory« The mfottaaxvotv ^t^tvx^^ vq ^^ 
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Houfe was not complied with ; and the appointed inquiry 
was, in eflFed, defeated, by witholding the intelligence and 
materials neceiTary thereto^ In particular, the accounts of 
the army expenditure were fo incorredl, that no credit was 
given, nor notice made of the favings of the pay to foreign 
troops, by decreafe of number, from death, defertion, captivity, 
and other caufes. Such favings were noticed in the accounts 
of the Britiih troops, and he thought it fomewhat extraor* 
dinary that the one fhould be accounted for, and not the other; 
at the fame time remarking that the returns of the foreign 
troops were alfo very incorrecft. Numberlefs chafms appear- 
ed, which he could not fill up, gaps which he could not fup- 
ply, and fo ftrangely and inaccurately were they framed upon 
the whole, that no certain information could be drawn from 
them. He continued to obferve, that other accounts moved 
for, and graned to the Houfe, had been totally withheld. He 
had hiiiifelf, almoft two months ago, moved, " That an ac- 
count of all the contradis iiTued from the treafury-office, to- 
wards fupplying the army in America with ftores and provi- 
(10ns, and the perfons appointed to z6i in the commiilariot^ 
whether viftuallers, agents, commiflaries of ftores, or clerks 
of ftores, &c. from September 29, 17741 to September 291 
1777, be laid before the Houfe." None of thefe, however, 
were yet laid upon the table ; and notwithftanding the day of 
inquiry was fo near, no reafon was afSgned why they were 
withheld, nor promife made of their immediate appearance. 

He cenfured the condu6l of adminiftration, as very unwar- 
rantable, and reminded the Houfe, as it was their pleafurc ta 
vote the army eftimates at the beginning of each feflion, fo it 
was their duty to fee, that the money fo granted was properly 
applied. He therefore, before any other official papers from 
the military department were taken into confideration, thought 
it both proper and neceiTary, that all official documents rc- 
fpe6iing the foreign troops, in our pay, of refpits, hofpitals, 
&c. (hould be laid before the Houfe. A noble Lord, whom 
he did not fee in his place [Lord George Germalne], he under^ 
flood was abfent on accoLint of a domeftic misfortune ; but as 
the public had met with a national calamity, he fhould never 
receive it as a fufEcient reafon for withholding information 
from the Houfe at fo alarming a period. 

Lord Barrington accounted for the omiffion of thofe favings, 
by obferving, that they went by agreement to the princes 
who furnilhed us thofe troops as a compenfation for recruit- 
ing thems he alfo argued the propriety of this agreement 

. from 
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from the ufage univerfally adopted in this kingdom with re* 
fpedl: to the fervicc, whef e the pay of the deficient men is 
always allowed to each regiment as a compenCition for the 
recruiting fervice. 

Colonel Barre replied, that if the noble Lord would look 
into the treaties bet A^een our court and the German ftare^ he 
would find, that government was to pay diftind for the re* 
cruiting fervice, and that confequently thofe powers could 
hatve but one demand upon us. If we were to keep up and 
return the corps complete, moft certainly we were entitled to 
the fund appropriated to that fervice, which was the pay of 
the deficient numbers. Indeed the German princes had put 
the matter beyond a poffibility of doubt ; for they had cxprefsijf 
ftipulated, fo much tor a man killed, and fo much for a man 
wounded and rendered unferviceable. , , 

He -alluded next to the motion made for laying before the 
Houfe fuch papers as might be necefTary to give an iniight 
into the adual ilate of the nation : it was now a lon(r timep 
eight weeks, fince the Houfe had ordered in thefe paiK-rs ; the 
esfrly adjournment had been propofed in order to afford time 
fufficient for getting them rieady, and after all there was not a 
fingle paper relative to that bufinefs on the tables he fuppofed 
that they were to be brought in perhaps the day before the in- 
quiry, and accufed the minifler of unfair dealing in not fub« 
mitting them fooner to public infpefbion, that, in {o weighty 
a matter, gentlemen might have time to pcrufe and digeft 
them, and thereby be enabled to form a proper idea of the real 
ftate of the nation. 

Lord North faid, he was of opinion that the gentleman, by 
whom the motion alluded to had been made, was not, at the 
time he made it, thoroughly aware of its great extent. Con« 
trafts for cloathing, vidlualling, and fupplying the troops with 
rum, porter, &c. &c. together with the minutes of the trca- 
fury relative to all fuch contrails, for four entire years, have 
been called for. To (bey the order of the Hgufe required 
more time than at firi^ had be^n fuppofed. They were not 
yet ready ; in a very few days they would ; and then gentle- 
men would be convinced, that being fo prodigioufly volu- 
minous, it was abfolutely impoflible they could have been . 
produced fooner. He did not wifh to evade the inquiry, as 
had been infinuated by the honourable gentleman ; and 
therefore he would not fubmit to the charge, however fami* 
liar fuch infmuations were become to him. It was his iincere 
d^fire to comply, as flri£Uy as pofliblei with the orders of the 
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Houfe) yet he did not think hitnrelf refponfibk for any incor* 
redne^ which might appear to the honourable gentlennaii ; bat 
ke aiSured every fide of the Houfe that nothing mould be want-* 
ing, that depended on him, to give the houfe every poffibte 
&tiftfadion. 

Colonel BarrS fugeefted, that it would have been m6re can-i 
did in the noble Lord to have told the Houfe at fird, that die 
|iapers could not be ready by the time fpecified in the motion ; 
and that therefore it would be necefHry to appoint a longef 
day. It was evident however, that the noble Lord ^iras Kill 
as ignorant ef the extent of the order^ when it was nflade, as 
he was, or he would have urged his objedions at the time, 
but he did not even hint a doubt of the order being fully com** 

Cied with. This was a fpecies of candour which had often 
«n experienced from his Lordfhip. 

General Conway fpokc to the defers in the acc^Mints already 
before the Houfe: he faid, that it was impoflible that the 
commander in chief could be ignorant of the number of his 
forces, whether national or foreign, and confequently of the 
lofles they had fuftaincd ; otherwlie it would be impoffible foi 
him to know whether any particular detachment he ordered 
upon duty were equal to the ta(k impofed on them : fuch ig« 
Borance could not, in the nature of things, be attributed to ^ 
the commanders. He had the honour at times to conratand ' 
detachments made up of troops of different nations ; but he 
always was thoroughly acquainted with the number of his men. 
The number fent to Am^^rica, and thofe contained in the laft 
returns, differed moft effentially : there was a difference of no 
lefs than 18 or 2^)9000 men, who muft natufally be fuppofed 
to be loft during the (everal campaigns : it was therefore the 
duty of Parliament to infift on an explanation of a matter 
fo highly important. 

Lord BarringUn adverted to Colonel Barrels obfervacions 
relative to the omiflion of the favings from the pay of the fo- 
reign troops. He informed the Houfe, that fuch nuntbers of 
recruits had' been fent over by the different princes to whom 
thofe troops belonged, that there were no deficiencies in num- 
bers, and confequently no favings from their pay. 

Colonel Barre obferved, that from the time the fereigA 
troc^s had fuffered lofles to the time fuch lofles were fignified 
to their refpedive fovcreigns, and from the day of fuch infor- 
mation to the day that the loft men were replaced, th^^re muft 
tieceflarily have elapfed a very conflderable time ; and that con<^ 
fequently there muft have been very eonfiderable favings madd 
during that period » 
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Lord Barrtngton &id, that by treaty fuch (kvings were to b« 
appropriated to levying recruits ; as fimilar favings in Britifli 
regiments were converted to iimilar ufes. 

Colonel Barri again reminded the noble Lord of his maftak^ 
and defired h^m to confult the treaties, and he would find chat 
all the new levies were to be made at the expence of Great 
Britain. To this he received no reply. 

Mr. Fox then rofe, and premifed his motion with lamenting 
that the.noble Lord [Lord G^ G^rmaine] was not in his places 
efpecially as he underflood that his abfence arofe from a UmAf 
misfortune. The reafon, however, which induced bim to 
make his motion, arofe from a calandty of a higher and more ' 
extenfive nature, no Ids than the calamity of his country^ 
His reafon for troubling the Houfe was to inquiry into the 
total lofs, or rather extinction of a Britifli army. He (houM 
therefore make no apology for renewing his motion, beqauiii 
he was (iifficiehtly iati&fied, that though the noble Lord could 
not attend, his particular fentiments on the matter were well 
known. He humoroufly obierved, that as he wifbed well to 
his motion, fo he could not poffibly find a mor^ proper perfoa 
to fecond it than the noble Lord in the blue ribbon, who 
laft week confefled himfelf a friend to it ; though the nobk 
Lord experienced fad reverfes in other places, yet in diat 
Houfe he never appeared in any other ch^rader than that 
of a conqueror; he therefore recommended his motion to 
his patronage; as under his protection it would in&llibljr 
be infured againft misfortune^ he then moved, ^ That aa 
humble addrefs b^ prefented to his Majefty, requefting that 
be will be gracioufly pleaied to order the proper officer to 
lay before the Houfe copies of inftruCtions given to Lieu* 
tenant-^General Burgoyne, together with fuch parts of Sir 
William Howe's iaftriKlions as related to a co-operation with 
the former." 

Colonel Luttf^ll exprelT^d his abhorrence of principles 
which led gentlemen to fupport rebellion ; a rebellion which 
fhould meet with every loyal fubje<St's execration $ a rebel* 
lion, for which any man fliould blufli to be an advocate ; a 
rebellion, the promoters of which ought not to fbew their 
faces, but conceal them in dens and lurking holes. He could 
not, confiftent with the duty which he owed his fovereign and 
the conftitution, remain filenc, when he faw a fet of mtm 
combined together to betray their country. Placemen with- 
out places; orators whafpent their time in ftudying inflame 
matory (pe€;ches^ and expending their incomes in miviflg them 

gabUQiAd 
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publifhed m die newTpapers ; rhetoricians, who got their live- 
lihood by publi(hing their fpeeches in Parliament ; abettors of 
treafon and rebellion, combined purpofely for the ruin of their 
country. 

[Here he was violently called to order, and the Houfe 
feemed for fome time in a kind of ferment.] 

Mr. Charles Turner repeated the words of CoUnel Luttrell 
which had given fo much offence, which he had taken down 
in writing ; and after (hewing the very great infult offered to 
a refpedable number of gentlemen, he, to mend the matter, 
and fliew where the fault lay, faid, that in his confcience he 
was convinced that the miniftry were combined to betray their 
country. 

[This produced as violent an outcry as Colonel Luttrell's 
aflertion, and threw the Houfe into the utmoft confufion ; 
nothing for a long time could be heard but Order^ order '9 Chair^ 
chair. The Speaker at length appeafed the tumult, and faid, 
that he imagined the Colonel did not mean what hie had faid 
as an infult, and that his idea did nor, he dared to fay, go as 
far as his words feemed to convey it.] 

Mr. Fox hoped the Houfe would believe he did not rife 
to take notice of the generous and gentleman-like epithets 
thrown out by the honourable gentleman ; he confidered them 
unworthy either of his attention, or the notice of the Houfe, 
which had exerted itfelf fo warmly to reftore order. But, in- 
dependent of all this noife and paflion, he could not but be fur- 
prifed, that becaufe a motion came from his fide of the Houfe, 
it fhould be difregarded. This was a matter of ferious concern, 
and, if once admitted, would preclude all further debate, if 
he, or any gentleman in oppofition, aduated by that duty 
which his truft, as the reprefentative of his conftituents,- the 
free commons of England, bound him to, (hould make mo- 
tions relative to the good of the realm, to no other purpofe 
than to provoke the indignation, mockery, and contempt of 
thofe who differed from him ! 

Colonel Luttrell faid, that the honourable gentleman [Mr. 
Fox] had always declared himfelf a friend to revoked America: 
a friend to the revolted, without any particular friendfhip 
for them, mud ceruinly be a friend to the revolt ; what then 
could he call fuch people but traitors ? [He was again called 
to order. ] 

Mr. Pox urged the great difference between a friend to re- 
volted America, and a friend to Hancock and Adams, and the 
other feditious leaders of die revolt. He ftood, he £iid, in 

the 
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the former predicament 1 and the mihifter in the latter. He 
would have conciliated the afFe6):ions of America in time, and 
prevented at once the dilmal confequences which have refuhed 
from oppofite meafures^ and thereby have checked the growmg 
power of fadion ; but the minifter, more a friend to Hancock 
and Adams, and their adherents, than to America or Great 
Britain, had taken every poflible (tep to unite the colonies in 
the plan of independence 5 and to aggrandize thofe men, who, 
without the affiftance given them in almofl: every adi of go- 
vernment before and during the conteft, muft have remained 
at this day in the fituation of private gentlemen, inftead of 
a£king, as they do now, one of the greateft parts on the great 
theatre of the world. As to the accufation of his being an 
oratpr by trade, it was evident by the honourable gentleman's 
words it was a trade he did not live by, as he was pleafed to 
defcribe him as a placeman out of place ; and as to the guilc 
of oratory, he prefumed the charge would fall as juftly upon 
the noble Lord at the head of the treafury, who had been as 
guilty of fpeaking with eloquence as any gentleman on his fide 
of the Houfe, and who, befides, had committed the crime t<» 
as great an advantage as any placeman out of place could 
poffibly be fufpedled of doing. 

Lord North t >ok upon him to accept the office impofed on 
him by the gentleman who made the motion, namely, to 
fecond it, though he confefled himfelf much lefs qualified for 
fuch a tafk than the honourable gentleman ; he had at firft faid, 
he would give his afTenc to every inquiry that could be made 
into bis condudi ; he would ftand to his word, nor wifii to 
fcreen himfelf from a fcrutiny which he was convinced would 
terminate to his honour: the noble Lord for the American 
department had authorifed him to afiure the Houfe,. that he 
would not make the leaft oppofition to tne n^otion. The pro- 
priety or impropriety, the juftice or injuftice of the meafure, 
be would not take upon him to argue or eftablifh ; but this 
much he would infirt on, that having ftrong objections to the 
time of making the motion, however inclined he might be to 
fupport it when carried, the Houfe fliould do him the juftice to 
acknowledge that he was by no means inftrumental in bringing 
forward the inquiry: he infifted the more ftrongly on this, as 
his delicacy was not a little concerned in it , fome gentlemen 
having been induced to think, from an exprefiion in General 
Burgoyne's letter, that he put the affair upon this ifllie, that 
either the miniftry or himfelf were wrong; that he having 
done all that could be done by a man in his fituation^ it were 

impoiSble 
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impoflible to caft any blame on hit condu^ As this was 
conftrued into an oblique refletStion on adminiftrattony he 
would not be fuppofed to 2St from pique or paffion : he there* 
fore repeated it, that he expected the Houfe would do him the 
juAice to bear teftimony hereafter, that he did not wiih to 
promote the inquiry at that feafon. 

Sir Alexander Leiih accuifed the minifter of repelling infbr* 
mation ; faid, that when the troops now railing withoitt die 
authority of Parliament (hould be embodied and completed^ 
the Parliament could no longer be (aid to be free and inde« 
pendent : that man, faid he, [pointing to one of the fervants 
of the Houfe, who was bringing in candles for the Speaker's 
table,] may be employed in lighting me.to my prifon, to which 
I may be conduced by a guard of foldiers raifed without mjr 
confent. 

Earl Nugent condemned the meafure of die inquiry. It 
Blight probably go farther than the words at firft might ktnk 
to import. In the afFair of Matthews and Leftock, the voice 
of the people was in favour of the former, for having, in their 
opinion, bravely afierted the rights of Great Britain, and 
humbled the French for taking our enemies under their pro* 
tedion ; the latter was looked upon as a man who bad bafeljr 
betrayed the honour of his country and his fovereign, and 
cowardly deferted his commander in the moment of danger^ 
yet, what was the confequence? Leftock was honourably ac- 
quitted, and an addrefs was prefented by the Commons to the 
King, requeuing he would order a court-martial immediately 
to try Admiral Matthews. Such was the ftrange turn that 
affair took ; the prefent bufinefs might not take a lefs extra* 
ordinary one. He was convinced the gallant Burgoyne had 
done all that man could do. He might indeed have indulged 
an excefs of valour, and thought Britifli courage fuperior U% 
any. obftacle ; but he hoped no one would impute it to him as 
a crime, that he thought his men, and Britons too, able to 
beat fuperior numbers. , 

The matter was, in his opinion, already prejudged ; it waS 
afierted that fome one. was to blame: yet it was very poT-* 
fible that the expedition might have failed, widiout a fingle 
fault having been committed either, by thofe who planned^ Or 
thofe who were charged with the management of the expedi«» 
tion ; he could in fome meafure himfelf account for its' mif* 
carriage. A great number of Provincials, whom General 
Burgoyne thought to be well-affeded to his caufe, betrajped 
him, and brought on the firft check he received at BeaniBStoiH 

Some 
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Some of this troops^ though really very brave^ did not at 
fome particular times do their duty : this prevented the Ge- 
neral from taking fuch advantages as circumftances offered 
him. This need not furprife the Houfe : a very ftriking in- 
fiance of the kind occurred at the battle of Malplaquet, when 
a body of Britifh cavalry^ which fignalifed itfelf that day, was 
marching down a lane^ the firft rank (aw a poor woman's 
horfe, with a pair of panniers on his back) galloping from his 
rider whom he had thrown. This rank thinking it was part 
of the enemy's cavalry that was advancing, inftantly wheeled 
about, panic ftruck j the other ranks, feeing their firft rank 
face about, immediately did the fame j and the whole corps 
was thus put to the routi 

As foon as this motion was difpofed of, which was by the 
previous queftion, and without a divifion^ Colonel Barre re- 
newed a motion which had been formerly rejected on account 
of the minifter for the American department being abfent. It 
was, for laying before the Houfe '' All letters and excrads of 
letters which had pafTed between General Gage, Lord Howe^ 
Sir Willjam Howe, and General Carleton, from the ift of 
July 1775 to the 27* of January 1778." 

Lord /forth oppofed the motion, and faid, that he was 
aware of its being faid of him, that what little reputation he 
n^ight have acquired for candour upon the laft motion, he ' 
was moft likely to lofe it all by his oppofition to this; yet, as 
he thought it inconfiftent with the duty he owed himfelf as 
a mioifter and a member of that Houfe, to his King as a 
fubiedt, and to his country as an Englifliman, he would op- 
poie any motion which tended to publifh to our enemies what 
might enable them to defeat the plans of government. Nei- 
ther juftice, policy, nor loyalty, would admit of fuch a con* 
defcenfion. 

Mr. Fox fupported the motion* He animadverted to an 
expreflion made in the Houfe fome time ago by the noble 
Lord, ^' That he was an unfortunate minifter.'' He played 
upon the word for above an hour; and in the courfe of his 
fpeech recapitulated every miftake, or fuppofed error, in ad- 
miniftration, with tKe continued repetition of this expreifion, 
^' If the noble Lord had been fo fortunate as to have done 
, this, or if be had not been fo unfortunate as co have miftaken 
. that, neither the nation nor the mioifter would be expofed to 
the neccflity of the prefent inquiry/' 

Having been defeated in every plan of a four year's war, 
are we to hope for fuccefs from the magnitude of our ab- 

Vot. VIL Y furdities? 
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furdities ? Is there a man in this Houfe who will now ftand 
up and fay that it is poffible we can carry on an offvnfiTe 
war in America next campaign \ Will any man fay that wc 
can bring fo great a force into the field next year as that 
which was baffled or deftroyed laft year ? If then we caA 
only a^ on the defenfive, or bring into the field only two- 
thirds of the torces we had laft campaign, is it to be fuppofed 
We can tStO: that with a lefler force which with a bx 
greater v^e were not able to attain ? Or, if obliged to give 
up every operation of ofFence by land, we (hould only.be aUe 
to carry on a naval war, was it to be fuppcfed that we cooM 
efFeA that by haraffing the Americans one way which we 
have found impof&ble to efFc£t by haraiEng them every 
way? 

Lord Niirth replied, that however unfortunate he might he 
as a minifter, who had come into the diredion 6S afl^rs at a 
very critical ftate of things, he had the confobtioii of being 
fortunate enough, by the expreffion of a Tingle word, of giving 
the honourable gentleman an opportunity of making a very 
florid fpeech upon a fmgle word \ and that at a time too wh^ 
there was a very full houfe. 

Governor yohnjione infilled that the motion was exceedingly 
proper. Minifters themfelves, who had feemed fo tender of the 
honour of abfent ofHcers, ftiould of courfe efpoufe it. It wouM 
either exculpate our commanders from thofe illiberal cenfiires 
fo generally beftowed on them, and which miniftry have ib 
much difclaimed ; or, if they were guilty, it would free mi- 
niftry from fome afperfions, which ill-natured people were too 
apt to throw upon them. 

On the queftion being put) the Houfe divided ; ayes lOi, 
floes i6j. 

January 28. 
No debate. 

January 29. 
Colonel Barre faid, that the accounts produced from die 
office of ordnance were, in his opinion, defedive and unfii- 
tisfadory, and wanted the minute ftatements neceflary to 
give the information defired -, and, to remedy the defed) he 
begged leave to move, «' That the proper officers, be or^red 
to lay before the Houfe exad ace^nts of the howitxers, 
cannon, and other artillery equipments that were in ftore ia 
any part of America on the firfl of January 1774; and, 
fecondly, he moved for exaft accounts- of the artillery 
and ammunition that* had been ihipped for America from 

• flic 
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ttfie firft rf January 1774 to the 27th of January 1778.*' The 
firft of thefe motions was carried in the affirmative 1 but to 
the fecond 

Lord North objefted, as, from the prefent pofiure of AiU 
litary operations with regard to America, a difclofure of the 
force of artillery in the country muft neceffarily produce the 
moft inconvenient, if not dangerous efFe£ls ; at the fame time 
he would inform the honourable gentlemen, that there cer* 
tainly was a very large force of artillery now in America, and 
he hoped that he would find any further information that he 
might want in the papers then upon the table. 

Colonel Barre indiled that no fatal effe£);s could arife from 
his motion, fince it did not extend to any difclofure of the 
force of artillery actually in ftore now in America, but barely 
what had been (hipped from Britain, not dedu£ting for con* 
fumption, or captures afloat or on fhore* The reafon he had 
for the motion was, that he conceived there had been great 
tnifmanagement fomewhere, fince the grofs article of charge^ 
in the account produced upon the table, referred to by the 
noble Lord, was 7 1,000 1 • which was greater than the expen« 
diture for the fame time during the lafl war, for the fervice of 
one army in Germany and another in America. 

The quedion was put, and it pafTed in the negative without 
« divifion* 

Colonel Luttrell arofe, and, premifing his intended fubjefl 
^ith a few remarks oii the injury of mifreprefentation and 
libufe, or perverfion of words, of a member of that HouCb 
in his official capacity, complained, that in a certain morning 
paper, which he held in his hand, but which he did not 
name, he had been grofsly and palpably miii^atedy and charged 
with having, on a late occafion, behaved unparliamentary, 
and that for fo doing he had received the cenfure of the 
Houfe. He indfled a good deal on the calumny of fuch a 
charge, made rtiany dirccSi and fevere flri£lures on the con- 
duft of the editor of that paper in thus aggravating and 
miftating fadls, which he hoped wGuld be witnefTed to be 
otherways by every member prefent on the occafion, and ren- 
dering him infamous in the eyes of the public. He confidered 
fuch condiidt as too heinous to be forgiven ; and therefore he 
informed the Houfe, that, for his future fafety and protedion, 
-he was determined to move, on fome future day, that the 
-ftanding order of the Houfe, for excluding ftrangers from the 
gallery, be flrii^ly carried into execution. 

Y % He 



324 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 

He next endeavoured to exculpate himfclf from the charge 
of being diforderly, and faid the honourable gentleman 
[Mr. Fox] did not call him to order, but obferved, that he 
was very near defcending to perfonalities, and that confe* 
quently he was going to be diforderly ; but that the honourable 
gentleman had very good-naturedly prevented him, by inter- 
rupting him when he perceived he was beginning to grow 
warm. On the whole, he wifhed to be underftood that it 
was the editor of the paper alluded to, not he, that was the 
occafton of (hatting the gallery doors. 

Mr, Fox rofe to fay fo far in j unification of the honour* 
able gentleman before him, that he did not call him to Order 
for any unparliamentary affertion levelled at him, on account 
of any private converfation, but becaufe he feemed to infi- 
miate that becaufe the motion came from his iide of the Houie 
it (hould be rejected. The Houfe at large conceived this in 
the fame manner with himfelf, and the honourable gentleman 
accordingly was called to order, IF this then was the only 
accufation he had againft the editor complained of, he did 
not think it fo enormous : and though he was no advocate for 
i>ewfpaper expofure, be did not look upon it as a fufficient 
reafon for excluding him, among other ftrangers, from the 
Houfe. He was convinced the true and only method of 
preventing mifreprefeatation was by throwing open the gal- 
lery, and making the debates and decifiohs of the Houfe as 
public as poffibie. There was lefs danger of mifreprefenta- 
tion in a full company than a thin one, as there would be 
a greater number of perfons to give evidence againft the 
mifreprefentation. 

The (hutting of the gallery could not prevent the proceed- 
ings of the Houfe from finding their way to public view; for, 
during a certain period, when the gallery was kept empty, the 
debates were printed, let the manner of obtaining them be what 
it might ; and, in fa£t, the public had a right to know what 
pafTed in parliament. 

The Speaker begged to have the fenfe of the Houfe to dired 
his future condu6l. 

Mr. Rigby confeflcd that he wilhed to have the gallery 
(hut, not only againft gentleman but ladies; as the latter as 
well as the former might dabble in party difputcs, and have 
their predilection and preferences for one party before ano- 
ther. He thought at this time it was very neceflary to ex- 
clude every Itranger, fince in the courfe of next week the 
moft ferious inquiry would take place, that might perhaps 

affea 
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affeft the lives and properties of individuals. He confeffed, 
it might be thought odious to make the motion j neverthelc6| 
if the motion was made, he would fecond it. 

Mr. Turner faid, he fhould humbly intreat the honourable 
gentleman to give up his intention of making the motion, 
H« did not like a man that was afraid of having his fpeech 
publifhed; a man that weighed his words. He would be glad 
to fee gentlemen warm when circumftances required itj their 
fathers were warm before them : they wee warm themfelves, 
and he hoped their children would be fo after them. For his 
part, he would be always happy to fee the gallery crowded 5 
and that if one door was fhut to exclude all the men, another 
fhould be opened to let in all the women. 

Mr. Speaker faid, that the converfition did not a little af- 
kOi him, for there was a (landing order to keep the gallery, 
fhut againft grangers, and he had, with the acquiefcence of 
the Houfe, relaxed it. He fhould therefore, as the affair hap- 
pened to be mentioned, be glad before the Houfe rofe, that 
they would come to fome determination. 

Mr. Burke paid a very generous compliment to the Speak- 
er, for having relaxed in fome meafure from the rigour of a 
flri£k decree, he had a£ied wifely and politicly. He was fen- 
fible no doubt that Jummum jus was fumma injuria ; and that 
•* fome laws were better kept in the breach than in the per- 
formance." An odiun) ftill awaited the exertion of rigorous 
juftice, and to render it refpefted it muft be made gentle. 
As to the matter then in the contemplation of the Houfe, he 
had not a doubt about the propriety of opening the doors to 
flrangers; confidering it either as the channel of information 
to the conftituents of the members, or as a fchool for the in- 
firudion of youth. Nay, as the fource of information and 
i^mufement to the ladies, it was a matter of very ferious con* 
^rn, and ought not to be done away and fported with at 
pl<^fure. 

Mr. Vyner thought, that while every member had it in his 
power to order the flrangers to withdraw, whenever it might 
be inconvenient for them to remain, either from want of room 
or from fecret bufmefs on the tapis ; there is no need of tak- ■ 
ing away the right entirely. 

General Conway fpoke a few words to the impropriety of 
fhutting up the door ; apd as a proof that it was not one in- 
dividual alone ihat fuffered from newfpaper expofure, he men- 
tioned one falfehood aiTerted of himfelf, which he laughed at 
and defpifed. 

y 3 Colonel 
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Colonel Luttrell owned, that the honourable genttemaii's 
[Mr. Burke'sJ arguments had fta^zgered and influenced his 
former judgment; and he was now convinced, it would be 
odious to carry the order to its rigour. He therefore pafied 
from his refolution. 

Adjourned to February 2. 

February 2, 

Colonel Barri and Mr. Burke defired to know if any other 
papers were intended to be laid before the Houfe, in confe- 
quence of the feveral motions made and agreed to by the 
HoLife, both before and fince the recefs ; particularly, whether 
^ny inftrudtions to generals, governors, &c. were intended tQ 
^onftitute any part of the information. 

Lord George Germaine faid, that, all the papers ordered by 
the Houfe from his ofEce were given in, and, as far as he knew, 
were now on the table. 

Mr. Fox faid, this was a very ambiguous anfwer to a very 
fairqueftion put to the noble Lord. Refponfibility was fliifte4 
one minute, official knowledge the next. The perfons ap- 
plying for this or that fpecies of information were told, that 
fhe papers were not here, that they were not there. This 
i>ore, in his opinion, a very fufpicious appearance* In fuch a 
inafs of uncertainty and chicane, he expeSed however, Ifct 
^e papers be what they might, perfedk or imperfect, that they 
would all, without exception, be produced. 
' General Conway fupported, as a profeffional man, die fea* 
timents of his honourable friend. He obferved, that the ac-r 
counts of the Heffian cprps were either imperfe£b or totally 
omitted. He inftanced, in particular, the aiFair of RedrBanl^ 
in which the Heffians, under (he command of that gallant^ 
))Ut unfuccefsful officer, Colonel Donop, had fufFered a moft 
fevere lofs 5 many lives had been lofl, and much blood fpilt^ 
yet no account of the lofs, or fatal (laughter, had appeared ia 
the returns on the table. 

Mr. Bailey moved, that a copy of the addrefs and petition 
from the council and afTembly of Jamaica might be kid be- 
fore the Houfe, with the minutes taken by the ailembly, rp- 
fpeding the diftrefTes that ifland fuffered from American pri^ 
vateers. He faid, his reafons for calling for thcfe papery 
>7ere, tq (hew,' that although this nation was at a vaft ex-? 
pence in fending a large fquadron to its colonies, they rew 
ceived very little benefit from it, except that of convoys^ 
^r tl^at the admirals employed the men of war chiefly ia 
cruizing for prizes, tp enrich themfelves, without pacing th^ 
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leaft reg^d to any complaints from the inhabitants, of the 
damage they daily receive on the coafl-, and in their very 
ports, from privateers; and it would alfo appear, by thefe 
minutes, that the admiral had declared, in a letter there fet 
forth, that he had z&ed according to orders he had received 
from the miniflry, which orders he fhould implicitly obey : 
thefe being his very words. He obferved, that though mi- 
niftry had not attended to the protedion of- that very diftref-- 
fed iflandj^ct they di^i not appear at all unmmdful of their 
own private interred; for he found that, within thefe fevr 
weeks. Lord George Germaine had given his aid-de-camp, aH 
the battle of Minden, or his brother Colonel Smith, the com-* 
mand of a fort in that ifland, worth loool. a year, which, to 
his knowledge, was now hawked about town to be rented to 
the higheft bidder. He alfo remarked, that the noble Lord 
had appointed a Mafter Sackville Germaiiie to a much mor« 
profitable place there, that of receiver- general of the whold 
ifland; and this, he faid, was an office of more profit and 
truft than perhaps the Houfe was aware of; for, befides an 
allowance of five per cent, on all the public money raifed) 
which was feldom lefs than fifty or fixty thouiand pounds a 
year, there were ftill other advantages, and often exceffive 
abufes ; that therefore he, as a proprietor of fome property in 
that ifland, could not help feeling himfelf rather uneafy ; for, 
whatever abiife nnght be committed, it would be very difH'- 
pult to call an officer to any account, who had fuch powerful 
friends here to defend him ; befides, that all the patentees of 
places in the colonies never failed to join their interefl in de* 
fending each other's place^ in cafe of complaints ; and thoTe 
were well known to be a very powerful body, both in the Houie 
and out of it. 
After fome debate, the motion was agreed to« 

r 

The following is a copy of the addrefs and petition. 

yamaicay ff. 

To t%4 Kin£s mofi excellent Majefly in CounciL 
^he humble Addrefs and Petithn of the Council and Affemhly ef 
, Jamaica. 

M6ft graciiDus Sovereign, 
WE, your Majefly's moft dutiful and loyal fubjcias, the 
council and afiembly, beg leave mofl humbly to approach 
the royal prefence, to exprefs our warmcfl attachment to your 
facred perfon, and to return our fmcere thanks for your Ma- 

Y 4 jefly's 
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jefty's paternal care of this ifland, by continuing a Lieutenant* 
Governor to prefide over us, who is juiUy endeared to this 
country by his ^ea) in your Majefty's fervice, and by his abi« 
lities, aiiiduoufly exerted, to fill every department of admini- 
firation, with advantage both to your crown and people. 

Permit us, Sire, humbly to lay at the feet of the throne, the 
defencelefs (late of the commerce and fea^oail of this ifland, 
which for fome time paft has been expofed to the infults of 
your Majefty's enemies, the American privateers, ^o have 
not. only taken feveral (hips upon our coail, but have dared to 
enter our ports, and cut out fome xefTels from their moorings 
in fight of the inhabitants ; whereby many parts of the iflaud 
have been much diflrefl'ed, and the coafts expofed to cond-* 
nual alarm. We therefore, with that confidence which we 
entertain from your Majefty's attention to the interefl and 
petitions of your people, in every part of your dominions, moft 
humbly and earneftly pray, that your Majefty will be gracioufly 
pleafed to order the commander of your Majefty*s fquadron 
on this flation, to keep a fufficient number of armed veffels 
conftantly cruizing about this ifland, for the protedion of the 
coafl and trade thereof; or to diredl fuch other remedy for 
our fecurity, as your Majefly fhall, in your royal wifdom^ 
. think neceflary. 

That the Supreme Director of all events may long preferve 
your Majefly, and all the royal family, in the full enjo]maent 
of every felicity; and that there never may be wanting a 
Prince of the illuflrious Houfe of Hanover to reign over the 
whole Britifh empire, is the ardent wiih and prayer of your 
Majefly-s loyal Council and AfTembly, animated by the moft' 
zealous attachment to the befl of Kings, the htha and pro« 
te^r of a grateful and afFedtionate people* 
Pafed the AJfmbly ibis %\ft 

day of November^ 1777- (Signed) P. Pennock, Speaker^ 
Faffed tki Council this %\Ji 

day of biovemhevy 1777. (Signed) Rd. Lewing, Cleri Cok* 

Mr. Fo:fy after a genteel apology for the trouble he was go- 
ing to give the Houfe, and his own perfonal good-fortune in 
having his audience reduced ^, being perfuaded he fliould no( 
have anfwered the great expectations which had brought them 
there, flated the motion he was going to make, and the 
grounds of it, in the following, but much more full, corre^ 
^l^gant| and energetic manner.-r-Siry I mean to-day to enter 

only 
♦ The Hoiife was clearecj. 
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only into the fmail part of the bufmefs, which I hope wHl un* 
dergo the confideratioa of this Committee^ a Committee, Sir^ 
appointed for the important purpofe of confidering the pre- 
fent flate of the nation. I muit, however, beg not to be con* 
fidered as the mover in this momentous concern ; the natioa 
calls for this inquiry, add I am only one inilrumenC in the 
bringing it about. What I have to beg of the Houfe, is not 
to mix this day's buiinefs with any thing that has pafled be* 
fore, but to go plainly and dire£tly to the bufmefs, to con- 
fider what is the a£i:uai ftate of this country^ and how Great 
Britain can be faved from the critical fituatioh in which it 
now ftands.— And in confidering the fubjedt, I would wifli 
all gentlemen would agree with me at leaft fo far, in divefting 
themfelves of all former opinions, of all favourite ideas, and 
of all prejudices that may have been contradted, .and- tak^ 
them up again only as they are the refult of the prefent iii« 
<]uiry, and the fair deductions from the information now con«> 
veyed to the Houfe.— I would wifli gentlemen to forget 
th^ir enmities and animofities, and connder themfelves nei-» 
ther as friends nor enemies to America, nor that country 
either with love or hatred, but regard it with a calm and di& 
paiBonate mind, as a part, and a very confiderable part^ of th^ 
Britifh empire. 

Sir, the method I had chalked out to myfelf, as the xnoft 
likely way to bring men to a right underftanding of the ftatc 
of the nation, and to (hew what condu<St it is our intereft ia 
future to maintain, was to ftate fads as they appear from 
the papers on the table ; fir ft with refped to the army : that 
in the years 1774, 5, 6 and 7, there was fuch an army, con* 
fifting of fo many thoufand men, and that fuch and fuch ope* 
rations were performed j 1 ftiould, fccondly, ftate the impoffi- 
btlity of increafing that army; and, thirdly, the enormous 
expence that is already incurred. 

The refources in men and money thus failing us, the con-* 
clufion naturally is, that there muft be fome fort of negotia- 
tion, and in this part of the buiincfs I cannot too much la- 
ment my motion for papers relating to what has already 
pafled on this fubjedt was rejedled. This would have enabled 
the Houfe to judge of the impedinrients that have hitherto 
prevented fuch negotiations from taking place, and to provide 
fome adequate remedy, After having ftated tbeie tz&Sj and 
drawn this conclufion, which, I think, may fairly be deduced 
from them, I (hail go retrofpedi^ely^ and (hew that the virar 
))as been mifmanaged, even on the principle$ of thofe who 

undertoolc 
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undertook it. It will be tken « proper time to look back^ 
aiid fee to what our want of fuccefs has been owiDg> as I be-> 
lieve I may lay it down as an incontrovertible axiom, that 
when a country falls, within the fhort fpace of a few years, 
from the very higheft pinnacle of glory to which any country, 
cither in antic nt or modern times, ever arrived, that there 
muft have been fome radical error in the government of it : 
though at the fame time I will allow, that if it fhould turn 
out there is a radical error, it is not of itfelf a proof of the 
criminality of niinifttrs. > I am inclined to think, that there 
has been a radical error in carrying on the war at all, and 
likewife that there have been errors equally great in the con* 
duSt of it. Sir, I (hall not now enter into any more of the 
proceedings relative to America, than is neceflary to (hew the 
immediate f^eps which have brought us into our prefent 
fituation. Without difcufiing the various queftions which 
have been for many years agitated in Parliament, I fhall take 
up the meafures relative to America in the year 17745 when 
the ricts at Bofton iirft called for the attention of ttiis 
Houfe; papers were indeed called for and granted^ but 
there were foma things that tended that year to (hut the eyes 
of minifters upon the true (late of that country, and the true 
intereft of this, which was to prevent, rather than ftimulate 
and increafe, the general difcontents in tlie colonies ; every 
body muft allow, the agreement with the £aft*India Com* 
pany was a mod unfortunate one, and the immediate fource of 
all the troubles that have fmce followed ; every body knows 
what happened. Here began a capital miftake of the mi* 
niftry ; they miftook a fingle province for a whole continent; 
they miftbok the Maffachufett's-Bay for the American em- 
pire. Virginia, a colony no lefs jealous of its rights, nor 
lefs warm in its alTertion of them, was entirely forgot; it 
was not thought po&ble that any other colony (hould unite 
with the MafTachufetts ; now whoever fights againft ten men, 
and thinks he is contending only with one, will meet with 
much more difficulties than if he was aware of the force 
brought againft him ; for I believe I may lay it down as an 
undoubted maxim in politics, that every attenipt td cruih an 
infurredion with means inadequate to the end, foments inr* 
ftead of fupprefling it. The cafe here was, you took a great 
object for a fmall one, you took thirteen provinces for onej 
and not only that, but imagined the other twelve were with 
you, when the very a£l you was then doing made thofe 
twelve equally hoftilc^ for another misfortune at this time 

was 
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was the taking a violent ftep againfl the town of Bofton : if 
America was not before fufficiently united in a determined 
refiftance to the claims of this country, this made all Amcrioi 
combined ; they were all from that moment united with the 
town of Boftcn, which might have been before the obje(Sl.of 
the jealoufy of the reft. Another mi flake was the albering 
the government of the province of Maffachufett's Bay, 
whereas the . ads of all the other colonies, as well as this, 
plainly (hewed it was not the form of government in that pro- 
vince that occafioned the commotions there, becaufe other 
provinces, which depended more on the Crown, and which 
Jiave the appellation of royal governments, were not lefe 
early or lefs vigorous in their oppofition and refiftance.—* 
Now, Sir, if the form of this government was not itfelf the 
caufe of the troubles in that country, then the alarm given by 
the alteration of that government was certainly a moft capital 
piiftake, becaufe it gave the whole continent reafon to think 
and to fear, that they had no fecurity in the permanency oi 
their government, but that it was liable to be altered or fub- 
verted at our pleafure on any caufe of complaint, whether real 
pr fuppofed j their natural jealoufies were awakened. By the 
iame reafoning, the governments of the other colonies, thougi^ 
piuch more dependent on the Crown, might be rendered ca^ 
prely defpotic, and they were all from thence taught to coil^ 
fider ihe town of Bofton as fufFering in the common caufe, 
^nd that they might very foon ftand in need of that affiftanctt 
which they were now lending to that unfortunate town. 

But there was another circumftance which tended to mif- 
lead the Houfe, and for which the minifters and not the 
Jloufe were entirely to blame, and this was the partial man** 
ner in which they laid papers before the Houfe ; they lai4 
the accounts of fads, but no opinions of people upon the fpqt 
^s to the extent of the refiftance, the temper of the people^ or 
^ny other circumftance concerning it. Now, Sir, if men are 
endued with paffions, if they are not mere machines, knowing 
fads is knowing nothing, without knowing the fprings and 
motives from whence fuch anions proceeded. Suppoie, for 
inft^nce^ a perfon in a diftant country had no other way of 
judging of the temper of this Houfe, and of the motives of 
their conduft, but froip the printed votes of this Houfe, Sir, 
[Here a great laugh] could fuch a man form any judgment 
of the reafons w hy fuch a line of condud was approved, and 
why fuch a one was rejeded ? Sir, it would be ridiculous in 
%\i^ eytrepie to fu^ofe it. Now, Sir, I will venture to affirmi 

that 
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that this Houfe was not, in the- year 1774, informed of the 
fpirit of oppofition there was in America, and of their preju* 
dices againft taxation. If they had, I ihouid hope they would 
have thought it wife, if not juft, to have applied fuch reme- 
dies as might have healed rather than irritated the diftemper* 
But inftead of any thing of this fort, other bills were imme- 
diately paiTed (hewing that all was of a hoftile nature, and that 
nothing was to be expelled from this country but coercion and 
puntihment, particularly the a<fl, as it is called, for the more - 
impartial adminidration of juilice; I mean the z{\ for fending 
over perfons to be tried here in England. This gave the idea 
of a great and efFedive army, and as a provifion for the con* 
fequences of much bloodfhed and flaughter. And after all 
what an army was fent ? As that ad excited terror as well as 
indignation at our injuftice, fo the army that was fent excited 
their derifion, without at all IcfTening their refentment. It 
taught them to deride the power of this country, as much as 
they abhorred its injuftice. But, as if all this was not fuffi- 
cient to irritate and provoke, the Quebec zck was pafled, the 
contents of which every body knows. The principal purpofe 
of this a£): was to form a great interefl in Canada, to be a 
perpetual check upon the fouthern provinces, and to keep them 
in awe; it was confidered in this light in America, and was 
held up by the violent party in America, as a fpccimen of 
the form of government that might be introduced and efta- 
blifhed in every part of that continent. Hardly any man 
after this would fay a word in favour of the Britifh legiflature; 
every remaining friend to government, as he was called, that 
is, every man lefs violent than the moft violent, had nothing 
to fay in favbur of the good intention of the mother country. 
After this a6^ paffed, it put an unanfwcrable argument in the 
mouths of ail parties, that the intentions of Great Britain 
were vindiftive in the extreme. The makers of the Quebec 
aft, whoever they were, thus became the friends to the vio- 
lent party in America. If they had not thusr feafonably inter- 
pofed, there was a chance of Americans being divided, or at 
leaft of there being different degrees of refiftance in its colo- 
nies. This made them all not only more firmly united, but 
equally zealous and animated, equally determined to go all 
lengths rather than fubmit. Now, Sir, the paffing of that 
ad at that time had the fame efFed that, for inftance, the re- 
peal of the teft aS would have had in King William's time ; 
for, however great a friend I am to univerfal toleration, I 
flxould ccrUinly have been againft it at that time, becaufe it 

would 
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would have difobliged one party, more than it would have 
ferved another ; it would have joined a great body of Tories 
to the enemies of the Revolution, which were already fuiE- 
ciently numerous. From the moment. Sir, this Quebec aft 
paffed there \was only one party in America; it ftopt the 
mouths of the moderate party, if any fuch were ftill left. 

Another extraordinary idea, Sir, was at this time taken 
up, namely, that the coercive adls paiTed in that feffions would 
execute themfelves; the only argument in favour of the mi- 
nifler on this head is, that they thought the army there fuffi- 
ciently ftrong to enforce the execution of thefe afts. This is 
another inRance in which the Parliament confided abfolutely 
in minifters, as I allow mud fometimes be the cafes' it may 
not be fit on all pccafions for Parliament to know, while an 
important bufmefs is in execution, every ftep and every par* 
ticular ; there muft be a certain degree of confidence repofed 
in minifters, that confidence was repofed here, and mtniftry 
are therefore anfwerable if it (hould appear that they have 
abufed it. — Sir, in 1775, minifters began, to be afraid, that 
more ill confequences might follow; they then found, for 
the firft time, that the caufe of Bofton was the caufe of Ame-» 
rica; they therefore pafTed more laws, and fent out a capital 
reinforcement with three able generals. The Americans, on 
the other hand, became ilill more united ; the name of a party 
was however dill kept up, and notwithflanding all the vio- 
lent meafures of this country, and the armies that were fent 
out for the purpofe of fupporting the friends of government9 
the Tories, as they were called, and puniftiing the. Whigs, 
yet the Tories fufFered more than the Whigs, their friends 
more than their enemies. — But as if all this* was not enough 
to exafperate and to prove they had no refource left but in 
felf-defence, we rejeded, before the end of the fefSons of 
1775, the petition from New York, drawn up in the moft 
affedtionate and refpe£lful terms that could be, confidering the 
ftate of the c( ntefl ; this was the lafl effort of the moderate 
party, your own friends, who were told, on the news going 
back to America : " You fee what dependence is to be put 
in Great Britain ; how will (he treat us, when (he has thus 
treated you ?" — Sir, a few weeks before the arrival of the re- 
inforcement the civil war began. Then followed the battle 
of Bunker's Hill. This ought at leaft to have been a lefFon 
to the mini dry, that America was unanimous and deter-* 
mined to put every thing at ftake. — Sir, there is one circum- 
fiance I omitted to mention in its place, and that is the con- 
ciliatory 
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riliatory propofitton of the noble Lord ; I need Hot go into 
this now, it has been ofceii confidered, and without faying any 
thing more about it at this time, I will only fay what every 
body muft allow, that this Houfe was left to judge of the 
fuantumj which was one of the very principal objedions urged 
by the Americans, that they did not know how far this ciaim 
of ours might extend; it was in fa<^ not only afTerting the 
rights but eitabliihing it in practice.— Now, Sir, 1 beg leave 
to ftop here for a moment, and aflc this queftion. Does any 
man ferioufly think it better to give up America altogether^ 
unlefs we can exercile the right of taxation in the uncontrolled 
awd unlimited manner in which we claim it ? 

Mr. Fox then ran over the various operations of the army 

in America, after the arrival of the troops their being 

cooped up in Bofton, to their being obliged ultimately to leav^ 
it, &c. 

And then defcribed the conduS of America. What, fays he^ 
was the language of America at this time ? They fend a petition 
to diis country, couched in the moft refpe^ful terms, difclaim^ 
ing every idea of independence, which had been, in thecourfe 
of the preceding feffions, objeSed to their condud^, and defiring 
no conce£on that would be in the lead difhonourable to th^ 
mother country, but fupplicating his Majefty that he would 
be pleafed to point out fome mode. 

How was this petition received, and what was the anfwer t 
All that was faid, was. To this petition no anfwer will be 
given. But the miniflry gave out, the petition was all & 
larce, the Americans want independence. If this had been 
Tt2X\y the cafe, which I in my confcience do not believe was 
the cafe at tiiat time, what occafion was there for faying fo ? 
Why not have tried the experiment, and by this means have 
&ewed to all the world the unreafonablenefs of your enemies 
and your own moderation? Suppofe, for inftance, you had 
been treating with Lewis XIV, who, every body allows, 
aimed at univerfal monarchy ; fuppofe you had been treating 
with him about a petty town in Flanders, would you have told 
him ; Ay, it is impoffible to treat with you, you aim at uni* 
verfal monarchy, you never mean to give up this town, for you 
will n#t be contented till you get them all. But, Sir, leaft 
of all fhould this have been obje6bed by thofe who fay the go- 
vernment have a great party in America ; that the friends to 
Briti(h government are ftiil numerous and powerful there j 
thefe arguments militate againft each other. If indepex\dence 
was a popular pretenfion in America, why ihould America 
X have 
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have unneceflarily difclaimed it ? . Yes^ but it is faid, it was 
meant to deceive America— -why, then if it was neceffary to 
deceive America, (he did not mean independence, otherwife 
it would have been deceiving her into the belief of a thing 
which fhe did not approve. But if America was averfe to 
independence, was it not worth while to try pacific mea- 
fures ? 

InfteaJ, however, Sir, of any thing of this fort, a change of 
ad mi nitration at this time took place, which plainly fhewed 
ihere was no chance left but in war ; and now, for the firft 
time. Sir (I allow it), real vigorous meafures were adopted; 
the whole force of this country was to be exerted, every 
nerve was to be ftrained. The firft event, however, of this 
campaign, I mentioned it before, was General Howe's being 
drove out of Bofton; and now, Sir, only to fhew the ver(a- 
tility of fome people, and as one in(tance how ready men, who 
caufed all thefe calamities, are to adapt themfelves to the un- 
fortunate confequences of their own conducSb, as foon as the 
news came over of General Howe^s evacuating Bofton, they 
congratulated each other on the event, they were glad of it, 
. it was a lucky ftep, though, by the bye, there is ftill the 
greatcft rcafon to believe, it was matter of neceffity, not of 
choice. 55,000 men had been voted j Sir William Howe's 
army was completely reinforced. Every body knows what paiTed. 
He makes himfelf ma%r of Long Ifland j he takes Nevr 
York, &c. &c. Here were two or three battles gained, here 
was a fort of viSory, though not an abfolute extindion of the 
enemy's army. What followed ? All promifes of taking the 
moment of vidory for propofing terms of accommodation 
were forgot. But thjs was the moment in which the Ame- 
ricans declared themfelves independent ftates. Did this look 
like a termination of the conteft ? If it did, there was a cir- 
cumftance that paffed in the latter end of the year 1776, 
from which you might at laft have learnt it was impnffible to 
reduce them by mere force. I mean the affair at Trenton. 
The fudden manner in which this army was gathered toge- 
ther, the fuccefs that attended it from the nature of the 
country, plainly (hewed it was impoffible entirely to reduce 
them. But to fliew the deafnefs of adminiftration to everv 
proof of the true difpofition of America, and to (hew like wife 
the uniform conduct of gentlemen on this fide of the Houfe, 
a motion was made in the latter end of the year 1776 for a 
revifion of the laws by which the Americans might think 
themfelves aggrieved. To rcvifc the afts that had been paffed 

was 
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was fareljr as gentle a word as could be made ufe of, and in^ 
deed was the expreffion made ufe of by the comtniiEoners 
themfelves in a proclamation they iifued in America. I need 
not (ay, Sir^ this motion was, for various reafons, but with-* 
out one folid argument, rejefted. 

Sir, as to the events of the lad campaign I fhall toCich them 
▼ery flightly. It is fufficient to fay, no decifive ftroke has 
been given. Wc have got poffeflion of three towns inftead 
of one, but of no more extent of country rhan is juft within a 
fmali circuit round thofe towns. VVith regard to General 
Burgoyne's expedition, I will only fay, — that it failed. The 
expedition itfelf is of fuch a dye that it deferves a feparate coii« 
fideration. It (hould be referved to itfeif. 

Sir, after having paffed refolutions concerning the vartdut 
fefts and events during the period I have been defcribing, the 
Houfe will naturally form an opinion concerning their future 
condii6):, and I fbali then a(k whether any man can imagine it. 
is poffible to go on with an ofFenfive war ? If itfliould appear, 
that all means are inadequate to /the conquering them, and that 
the having gone on fo far has fhaken the credit of the nation 
more than it was fhaken at the end of a fix year's war with 
France, then it will be for the Houfe to confider what is to be 
done in the prefent moment : it feems to me that the inference 
will be, that force alone is not fufficient, and that we muft call 
in negotiation to its aid. But, Sir, this is a fubfequent con- 
fideration. Another queftion likewife with regard to the al- 
liances of this country. If it fhall appear that we are ftrong 
in alliances, then it is very true we may venture fomewhat 
further than wc might otherwife venture. This is a very 
proper thing to be confide red. 

Sir, 1 fet out with acquainting the Houfe, that I meant to- 
day to begin with a very ihort part of the bufinefs ; it is only 
to draw an inference from the papers on the table, that in 
the prefent fituation of things it will be very imprudent to 
fend any more troops out of the kingdom. The peace efta- 
blifliment of troops in Great Britain has been 17,000. Now, 
Sir, I do not mean by what I fay to approve ot th^t eftabliflv- 
ment. I think it too high j but fuch it has been of late years ; 
17,000 for Great Britain; 12,000 for Ireland; 3500 for 
Gibraltar, and 2300 for Minorca. Thefe make altogether 
34,800. This is the eftabliftiment in times of profound 
peace. But various reafons confpire to make us apprchenfive 
of war ; the coriduft of France, the ftate of public credit, 
his Majefly's fpeech at the opening of the feffions is alone fuf- 
ficient 
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ficieni to prove there is the greateft reafon to prepare for a fo- 
reign war. Now, Sir, if 34,000 men are neceflary to be kept 
up in time of peace, I think no gentleman can be of opinion, 
we fliould have lefs than that number at the prefent moment. 
Mr. Fox then (hewed very clearly from t^ie papers on the 
t«ble, that the number of the troops now in Great Britain, 
including the officers, non-effe<Siye, &c. did not exceed 
15,000; in Ireland 8000 5 in Gibraltar and Minorca jjoooj 
fo that there was no\y an aSual deficiency of the peace efta-- 
blifhrnent 6000* I think. Sir, it appears from this it would 
be madnefs to part with any more of our army. As to the 
new levies, I do not now confider whether the levying them 
without the approbation. of Parliament be legal and confti- 
tutional ; that will be to be confidered another day ; but I 
. fpeak now on a fuppofition of their being levied. And if they 
are, I fhould hope it is not intended, that the fafety of this 
country is to be left to their de/ence. 

On the whole, Sir, it appears to me that if gentlemen are 
not blind, they will fee the war is impra<3icab]e, and that no 
good will come from force only ; that the lives that 
have been loft, and the treafures that have been wafted, have 
been wafted to no purpofe; that it is high time we ftiould 
look tq oiir own (Ituation, and not leave ourfelves defencelefs 
upon an idea of ftrcnethcning the army in America,- when 
after all it will be lefs itrong than it was laft year, which pro* 
duced nothing decifive, or in the leaft lending to complete 
conqueft* 

Mr. Fox concluded with moving, *^That a humble ad^ 
drefs be prcfented to his Msjefty, that he would be grapi* 
oufly pleafed to give orders, that no more of the old corp^ be 
fent out of the kingdom." « 

No anfwer was made. 

The queftion was called for, and the.Houfe divided ; For 
the queftion, 165 ; Againft it 259. 

The following is a Lift of the Minority in this Divjfion. 

J^mes Adair J. Aubrey 

Benjamin Allen William Baker 

Eve. Anderibn Rt. Hon. Ifaac Barr£ 
Fr. Annefley ' Charles Barrow 

George Anion Nathaniel Bailey 

General Acourt Ricjiard Bsnyon 
Vot.VU. . >Z Hon. 
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Hon; Per. Bertie 

Richard Wilbr. Bootle 

Hon. W. H. Bouverfe 

Frederick Bull 

Sir Charles Bunbury 

JBdmiind Burke 

Lord G.; Cavendifli 

hotd F. Cavendifh 

Lord J. Cavendifli 

Lord R. Cavendifli 

Lord G. H. Cavendifli 

Jerv. Clarke 

Sir P. Jennings Gierke 

Sir R. Claytpn 

T. W. Coke 

Daniel P, Coke 

J. Cooper 

Thomas Conolly 

Right Hon. H. S. Conway 

Henry Cruger 

J. Corbet 

J. Crewe 

J. Darker 

^ir C. Davers 

Hen. Dawkins 

William Drake, jun^ 

J. Dunning 

iidward Elliot 

Paul Fcilde 

Sav. Finch 

Sir Michael Fleming 

Henry Fletcher 

Thomas Fonnerau 

Hon. C, Fox 

Thomas Frankland 

Edward Gibbon 

John Glyriil 

Ambrofe Goddard 

Lord G. Gordon 

Ralph Gowland 

Marquis of Granby 

Robert Gregory 

George Grenville 

James Grenville 
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Hon. Booth Grey 
Sir J. Griffin Griffin 
Sir William Guife 
Thomas Halfey 
James Halliday 
Rt. Hon. W. G. Haaulton 
J. Hanbury 
David Hartley 
H. W. Hartley 
T. Hay 
G. Hayley 
Sir Charles Holte 
Philip Honey wood 
Film. Honey wood 
Richard Hopkins 
Hon. T. Howard 
J. P. Hungerford 
G. Hunt 
William Hufley 
G. Johnftone 
J. Johnftone 
Lord Irnham 
Hon. Aug. Kcppel 
Hon William Keppd 
• Lucy Knightley 
William Lawrence 
Sir William Lemon 
Lord G. Lennox 
Benjamin Lethieullier 
T. Lifter 

Sir James Lowther 
James Lawther 
Earl Ludlow 
J. Luther 
Hon. T. Luttrell 
Hon. James Luttrell 
William Lygon 
James Martin 
Jofliua Maugur 
Sir Jofeph Mawbey 
Sir Wi Meredith 
Sir W. Middleton 
Vifcount Midlctoft ' 

• Sir T. Miller 

Richard 



A. iyyi. DEB 

Richard Milles 
Crifp. Molineux 
Hon. J. Montagu 
Frederick Montagu 
Edward Morant . 
H. W. Mortimer 
Sir R. Moftyn 
G. L. Newenham 
Richard Oliver 
William Moftyn Owen 
J. Parker 
Henry Peirfe 
C. A, Pelham 
Richard Pennant 
Sir James Pennyman . 
Charles Penruddock 
William Plumer 
Nathaniel Polhill 
Alexander Popham 
Thomas Powys 
Philip Raihleigh 
Sir M. W. Ridley 
Sir G. Robinfon 
T. B. Rpus 
Sir J. Rufliout 
Samuel Salt 
Sir G. Savile 
John Sawbridge 
James Scawen 
Robert Scott 
Sir C. Sedley 
T. G. Skipwith 
Frederick Standert 
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Walter Spen. Stanhope 
T. Staunton 
G. Sutton 
J. Tempeft 

B. Thompfon 
J. Thoroton 

Hon. William Tollemache 
Right Hon. T. Townfhend 
J. Trevanniou 

C. F. Tufnell 
Charles Turner 
Earl of Tyrconnel 

. Sir G. W. Van Neck 
Ev. L. Vaughan 
'Earl Verney 
Hon. G. V. Vernon 
Earl of Upper Oflbry 
Sir William Wake 
Hon. T. Walpole 
Hon. R* Walpole 
Hon. R. B. Walfingtam 
Hon. L. M. Watfon 
William Weddell 
Vifcount Wenman 
T. Whitmore 
John Wilkes . 
Pinckney Wilkinfon 
J. Wilkinfon 
J. E. Wilmot 
Sir C. Wray 
Sir G. Yonge 
G. Byng, Teller^. 



February 3* 
Nodebale. 

February 4. 
The Houfe in committee. Lord Barrington moved, That 
286,6321. 14s. 6d. be allowed for cloathing the new corps 
from January i, 1778, to January I, 1779. 



* Of the fixty-two Englifh county members prefent at this 
divifion, thirty- nine of them voted in the minority • 

Z 2 Sir 
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Sir Pilltp Jennings Gierke faid, if he was as well convinced 
of the neceflity and good policy of continuing the American 
war, as the moft zealous friend to adminiftration appeared to 
be, he would not fit there and confent to meafures to carry it 
on, which he thought were totally fubvcrfive of the funda- 
mental principles of the conAitution. He had been ever 
taught to think, that freedom and a fecurity of property were 
bleffings which an EngliQiman enjoyed in a much greater 
degree than the inhabitants of any other country. He there- 
fore could never perfuade himfelf to think, there was a power 
in the crown to raife an army in this country, to any extent 
it pleafed, without the previous communicaTion and aflent of 
Parliament. That power which could raife a thoufand^ might 
raife an hundred thoufand ; and then that liberty which we fa 
much boaft of, which was obtained by the blood of our an* 
ceftors, which we wiih to tranfmit to our pofterity, becomes 
•at once a name only, a phantom, and an empty (hadow j for 
whenever a bad King afcended the throne, it would be in his 
power to take it away from us. He thanked God we had a 
good King, we were in no danger at prefent; but it was our 
duty to guard againft evils, which might arife hereafter. He 
referred to the preamble of the mutiny aft, which fays, that 
the King (hall not raife an army in time of peace. He left 
the Houfe to decide, whether this was war or not. He 
thought himfelf, a revolt of the colooiea three thoufand miles 
diftant, could hardly be called a war here. He knew, he (atd, 
be fhould be told, that no danger could be incurred to the 
ftocks from fuch a power being in the hands of the crowns 
for though the King might raife an army, the Parliament 
muft pay them ; v/ithout which affiftancc they could not have 
any effe&. That being admitted, he thought a very dangerous 
method had now been adopted, by eiicouragihg private fub-' 
fcription, to be difpofed of according to the dire£ki<Hi of the 
crov/n'; by which means an army might be raifed and paid, 
and the Parliament deprived of the controlling power, which 
was the great fecurity of the liberty of the fiibjeft.r In the 
prefent cafe, with the helpofthofe quick fubfcriptrons, a large 
Scotch army might have marched to Derby, without Par- 
liament being acquainted that fuch an army extfted i« tbtf 
kingdom. 

He faid, the fpecies of army was liable to great exceptions 
in a conftitutionj^l light ; it was too national. Nine or teii 
thoufand men, all of any one country, was very exceptionable^ 
He wifiied to avoid national reflexions } but he thought too^ 

great. 
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gVeat a partiality was (hewn to the people of Scotland. The 
noble Lord [meaning Lord North] had faid, will youpuniQi 
. the children of the fathers unto the third and fourth generar 
tion? He faMf hy no means. But be could not think that 
thofe who, on former occaTions, had (hewn no gopd-will to 
this country, were of all others the mod fit to be traded. 
He was ever averfe to puniOiments, but could diftinguiih be- 
tween very uncommon benefits which were now conferred oa 
them, and punifhments* When he coniidered the appointr 
meht in a military view, it appeared to him an impofition on 
the public, and an injury to the army. Ranic has been given 
to ofHcers In a n^ft unprecedented manner ; gentlemen have 
been appointed to command regiments with the rank of Cor 
lonel, who never were ih the fervice before, to the great injury 
and difcouragement of all the officers in the army. If it was 
neceiTary to give fuch advantages, he thought that there were 
many ypung people of noble families in this country, who 
had with great zeal and fpirit engaged in the fervice, who had 
fufFered hardihips and inconveniencies, and rifqued their lives 
in a foreign country. He thought they had at leafl as good 
8 title ta fuch preference as thofe who had obtained it ; and 
he could not help faying, he wifhed they had been fo con* 
fidered, as thofe who were moft interefted in the ftate were 
moft likely to take proper care of it. If the army wanted an 
augmentation, the moft oeconomical as well as ufeful method 
to do it, was to augment your old corps. The companies 
which now confifl of only fifty-five, ought to be encreafed to 
one hundred, as was done in the laft war ; by which mean9 

i^ou added only one fubaltern officer, and conlequently made 
itde addition to the half-rpay lift. It was not necefTary for 
any man to be an officer to difcover that three hundred men, 
added to an eftabliihed corps, will much fooner be made good 
foldiers, than a number of raw undifciplined men together, ail 
unacquainted with arms. He could not help obferving, tha( 
there was one gentleman who had a regiment given him, whp 
was taken from the Swedilh fervice, and never was in our ar- 
my. He knew not what his pretenfions were, but he knew 
fuch an appointment muft give great difTatisfai^ion, and be a 
'great injury to every officer now in the fervice, who was un- 
der the rank of Colonel. If ten new regiments were to have 
beenraifed, it would have been juftice to have offered them 
to the ten oldeft lieutenant-fcolonels in the army. He would 
venture to fay, that they would any of them not only have 
gladly embraced the offer of raifihg regiments on the terms 

Z 3 now 
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now given to the prefent gentlemen, but have given feveral 
thoufand pounds each for the opportunity; for the appoint- 
ment of the officers to a whole regiment now given tbem, is 
worth a very large fum of money, if the commiffions are 
fold, and he did not expe<ft many prefents would be made. 
He could make, he faid, many more objections, but he had 
troubled the Houfe too long already; he would only there* 
fore, before he fat down, enter his proteft againft every part 
of the appointment. 

Lord Barrington faid, after adminiftration had beard of 
the difafter which happened to the army under General Bur- 
goyne, they turned their thoughts to the ^evifin'g the moft 
fpeedy and efFeftual means for augmenting our forces,^ pre- 
paratory to the next campaign ; and an offer having been 
made by feveral refpc6table individuals and others, without 
any application whatever, on the part of minifters, it was 
thought prudent to accept of thofe ofKrrs. Manchefter, and 
fome other trading towns, took an early part, as well as fome 
noblemen and gentlemen from the northern parts of the king- 
dom ; the Highlands in particular diftinguifhed itfelf ; where, 
his Lordfhip particularly obleivecl, the women are more 
fruitful than the foil. He faid, there could be no occaiion for 
reminding the Houfe, that feveral regiments, independent 
companies, and corps, were raifed there the late war, when 
two great miniders prefided in this country. One in this 
Houfe, and one in the other. That great man, Lord Hard- 
wick, then affifted in the councils of this country, and he highly 
approved of procuring men from that part of the kingdom; 
and if a contrary opinion had prevailed, he was fatisfied, that 
our armies could never have been recruited, nor our fuccefles 
been fo great or decifive, if it were not for the great rc- 
fources drawn from that country. As to the alluiion made 
by the honourable gentleman, of the colonel, who had ferved 
in Sweden, he prefumed he pointed to Mr. M*Kenzie, comr 
monly called Lord M'Cleod [fon to the late Lord Cromartie^ 
one of the rebel lords]. He had a regiment in the Swedifii 
fervice, and the rank of general in itj cpnfequently he muft 
have a regiment, or nothing, 

Mr. Dunning began with explaining the common law, as it 
ftood before any mercenary foldiers werd raifed, and kept up 
in time of peace, unlefs fuch as were obliged to perform cer- 
tain fervices arifing from the nature of their tenures, and 
concluded with the mutiny a6l ; in the courfe of which in- 
veftigaiion, he proved that there was not the moft faint 

colour 
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colour of conftitutional or ftatute Ia\r, nor even of ufurped 
prerogative, for making levies without the confent, and during 
the fitting of Parliament, 

Sir George Tonge faid, he was forry to find, that a greater 
truft had been put of late years in Scotch (oldiers and Scotch 
ilatefmen than in Englifh. 

. Mr. Attorney Genera^ [Mr. Thurlow] in reply to Mr, 
Dunning, refted his arguments on precedents. He particu- 
larly dwelt on what happened in 1 745, of the fubfcriptions 
fet on foot at that time; and fcveral others of a fimilar na- 
ture, during the late war. He faid, the Bill of Rights law 
fpolce for itfelf,*and was conditional; arid the Mutiny Aft 
was regulatings not reftriftive. If it was not, it would be 
the moii: dangerous law that ever was enafted ; for it muft 
be conftrued fo as to tie up the King's hands, let the exi- 
gencies of the timesj or the necelfities of the Itate, be what 
it may. 

Mr, Fox contended, that the indubitable cohfequence of 
legalizing private donations for raifing of troops, muft certainly^ 
juftify the maintaining them, on grounds equally cogent; for 
who could draw a line, or how was it poflible to know whether 
the money was for the purpofes it was pretended to be em^ 
ployed ? in fuch a cafe, it would be in the power of a bad 
King and a bad Parliament to lay out the money thus raifed 
as they might think proper, till the mifchief was fo efFeftually 
completed as to be beyond remedy. 

Mr. Van in a long fpeech caufed much mirth in the begin- 
ning, and entertained the^ Houfe with a long comparifon be-» 
tween Britain and Rome, America and' Carthage ; and con- 
cluded with afTerting, that whatever oppofition might be in- 
dividually without, they were, as a party, rank ideots within 
doors. He compared fome of their leaders to Hannibal, and 
predifted their fate to be fimilar to. that famous General's, 
who vowed to the deilruftion of Rome, and who fell in the 
impious attempt. 

Mr. Solicitor General [Mr. Wedderburne] contended, that 
contributions, really voluntary^ were legal. 
' Mr. Byng faid he was always ready to give every merit to 
the two learned gentlemen, who endeavoured to prove the 
kgality of the meafure ; but when they forgot their profeffion 
fo far as to attempt to explain away not only the import, 
but to contradift the letter, of an unrepealed aft of Parlia- 
ment, their avithority, with him, however refpeftable it mighti 

Z 4 appear 
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appear to others, was at end. He faid, be prefumed, after 
fixteen years experience, but more particularly made vifiUe. 
on the prefent occafion, it would be no longer doubted, that 
the people born on the other fide of the Tweed had a pr&v 
ference (hewn to them, both in civil and military preferment^ 
but more efpecially in the latter. He obferved great zeal 
had been imputed to thofe who had fubfcribed ; but he begged 
leave to differ as to the conclufion. He doubted not the ^l<^ 
that the fubfcriptions were carried on with great zeal, but 
what kind of zeal ? A zeal for obtaining favours of various 
kinds. One gentleman or perfon of diftinftion, fubfcribed 
in expedation of future notice from the governing powers. 
Another had a commi^on in view for a Ton, a friend, or a 
dependent. Then, as for the whole tribe of contra^ors, &c, 
it might be eafily guefTed what their s&eal proceeded fronx. 
if one man fubfcribes a^ool. and by that obtains a company, 
he will pocket 6ool. If a merchant or rich manufa^rer 
fubfcribes a like fum, and gets in return a contra^ or anv 
other douceur to ten times the amount, then furely it wiU 
not be faid that he makes an unprofitable bargain. This is 
the public fpirit of the fubf9ription ; the real obje& of which 
is, a job. He faid, if a perfon was to converfe with the 
gentlemen out doors, who confiitute the prefent majority, 
they breathe nothing but fentiment^ of peace and conciliation ^ 
but as foon as ever they are embodied within thefe wails, they 
call out for war, coercion, and unconditional fubmiffion. He 
concluded with obferving, that all was public fpirit in debate ; 
but he did not hear that a Angle placeman, in thefe times of 
exigency and public calamity, had given up the emoluments 
of his place or office, in order to lighten the burdens of bi» 
country. 

Mr. T. Tewnjhend was fevere on the partiality (hewn to the 
Scotch in every thing, and condemned, in a particular man- 
ner, the Angular impropriety of tailing upon an officer in a 
foreign fervice, and contrary to every rule of the profeffioD, 
putting him over the heads of fo deferving a body of men a$ 
the lieutenant^olonels of the army, and thofe gentlemen who 
bore the rank of colonels, but had no regiments f particularly, 
when the perfon thus diftinguifhed never bore arms in this 
kingdom,^ but againft the lawful fovereign, and in order to 
overturn the conftitution. 

Mr. Dundas [Lord Advocate of Scotland] told theHoufe, 
th^t the officer mentioned to have beea brought from the 

Swedife 
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Swedifh fervice, was Lord M^Cleod, who was a Con of Lord 
Cromartie, who was ordered to be beheaded after the laft re- 
bellion ; that this young man was alfo in the rebelHon, being 
only eighteen years old; that he had been pardoned, but 
lofing his eftate was obliged to live abroad ever fince. 

The Queflion being put, the Committee divided; Ayet 
25^3, Noes jjQt 
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ADAIR, Mr. Serjeant, accufcs 
miniftry of not giving the 
Houfe proper information i6 

•— feconds Mr. Burke's motion for 
enquiring into the caufe of em- 
ploying the Indians in the war 253 
Adam, Mr. is againtt coming to any 
treaty with the Americans 3 1 

■ rifes to juftify the Scotch can- 
non from the calumny that had 
been thrown upon it 92 

— — attacks Sir William Meredith 
for deferting his party 156 

Addrefs of the Houfe of Commons 
to the King 32 

■ the King's anfwer thereto 34 
* ■ and petition of the council 

and aflembly of Jamaica to the 
King .327 

Army eilimate?, the Houfe in acym- 
mittee thereon 95 

Authentic papers. See Papers au- 
thentic. 

Baker, Mr, is again ft the fufpenllon 
of the Habeas Corpus aft 35 

— — confiders fuch fufpenlion as dif- 
agrceable to humanity 36 



Baker, Mr. makes a motion on the 
firft reading of that bill 56 

on the mode of afleffing and 

levying the land-tax 64 

moves to addrefs his Majefly 

on the Habeas Corpus bill 70 

Barre, Col. recommends offering the 
olive branch to the Americans 23 

argues for an account of the 

prefent date and flrength of the 
navy 37 

■ ■ calls upon the country gentle- 
men to attend more to their inte* 
rells 65 

obferves, that to obtain fop- 
plies is more attended to than to 
obtain peace 66 

moves for papers relative to the 

land-tax 69 

(hews fome humour on the era- 

barraffment of the premier 84 

defires to know the number 

of troops ferving in America 95 

^ calls upon Lord George Ger-i 

main, to know what was the fate 
of Gen. Burgoyne 96 

exprefTes his horror at the cool 

manner in which Lord Germain 
relates 
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relates the furrender of Burgoyne 
and his troops 97 

Barre, Col. expatiated on the bravery 
and humanity of the Americans 98 

'» moves for feveral accounts to be 

— laid before the Houfe 10^ 

■ objeds to the enormous fum de- 
manded for the office of ordnance 

108 

■ » moves for the copies of certain 

papers to be laid before the Houfe 

"4 

■ anfwers fome objediiohs made 
by Mr.Jenkinfon iij 

' cenfures Lord Germain for re- 
futing to produce certain papers 

118 

— treats Lord North's general pro- 
feflionsof candour and impartiality 
%vith a kind of ludicrous appro- 
bation 267 

■ . coniidcrs the papers laid before 
the Houfe as defedive and errone- 
ous .3*3 

■ complains of chafms in the ac- 
count which he couid not fill up, 
and gaps which he could not fup- 

piy 3»4- 

— accufes the minifter of unfair 
dealings in delaying to produce 
papers 315 

»■■ enters into an altercation with 
Lord Barrington 316 

— moves for all the letters that 
paflcd between the Englilh gene- 
rals in America to be laid before 
the Houfe 321 

— reprcfents the ordnance ac- 
counts as defe^ive 322 

Barrington, Lord, moves for 2o,coo 

men for the fervice of the next 

year 95 

■ ' ■ mentions the number of 

troops fcrving in America ib. 

■ rifes to account for the 
omiflion of favings 314 

• moves for the cloathing of 

the new corps 339 

■ ' endeavours to palliate the 

new mode of raifmg troops 342 



Bayley, Mr. contradi£ls Mr. Boiler a 
to the number of ihtps on thi 
Jamaica Nation 4.^ 

■ " calls upon Mr. BuUer t* 

mention the names of thofe fhip 

4' 

■ ' accufes adminillration of giv 

ing in falfe accounts & 

' conirders it as cowardly t 



imprifon thofe the miniiler d|Qri 
not punifh 11, 

moves for the addrefs and pe 



tition from the council and aflem 
bly of Jamaica to be laid' befor 
the Houfe 321 

Beating orders, a copy of, to J oh 
Butler, Efq. appointed major com 
man d ant of a corps of Rangers c 
ferve with the Indians 23, 

Beaochamp, Lord, moves for th 
third reading of the Habeas Cox 
pus bill ' II 

%r * ■ rifes in defence of the de 
claraiory aft in oppofiiion- to Mi 
Wilkes •»' 14. 

-»- makes a motioa for ad 



joorning the Houfe 15 

Bennington, relation of the expeditio 

to that place 24 

Bull, Mr. Alderman, fupports th 

amendment propofed in the ad 

drefs to the King on his fpeech i 
— recommends making peace wit 

America ifc 

■ I ■ afTcnts that injuftice has its re 
ward, difappointment and dilgrac 
its portion i 

fuller, Mr. moves for the naval fuf 

ply . S 

■ • gives an account of the me 
and (hips on their different itatior 

enters more fully into deia 

relative to the home defence 4 

Bunbury, Sir Cha.les, coniidcrs Am< 
rica as invincible 10 

Burgoyne, Gen. the news of his fui 
render to the Americans declare 
in the Houfe by Lord Germai 

G 
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Burgoyne> Gen. his letter to Lord 
George Germain 191 

■ ■ fends memorandums and 
obfervacions to the fame 192 

" his thought for condu(5ling 

ihe war from the fide of Canada 

202 
" ■ fub fiance of his fpeech to 

the Indian s i n con gref s, at the camp, 

upon the river Bouquet 2 1 7 

•— — anfwers thereto from the 

old chief of the Iroquois 219 

Surke» Mr. ridicules the haughtinefs 

oftheminifter 18 

'■ admires the refolution and 

£rmnefs of the Anlerican women 

ib. 
^ oppofes the fufpenfion of the 

Habeas Corpus a^ 39 

■ takes a retrofpedivc view of 
our pafl wars 5 3 

^— aiks what alliance we have 

formed co fupport us 54 

I- ■ ' ■ compares Lord North to a 
certain governor 77 

• ^ confiders the Americans as 

abfolutely independent 78 

m ' appeals to proof for the bra- 

very of the Americans lOl 

enquires into the enormous 



charge of the o&ce of ordnance 

112 
■ « declares he will not flir from 
his feat till he knows the caufe of 
that (haoieful demand 113 

■ • ■ ' cJCpreiTes his happinefs on 
having fet the minilier to ftudy 

114 

■ engages in a fort of bye-bat-^ 

tie with Lord Liibume 1 28 

■ ■ oppofes the motion for the 

adjournment of the Houfe 159 
notices the zeal of Lord 



North, and the warmth of his boi 
fom for the public good 259 

L 'l »> confiders the prefent crifis of 
Britain as lamentable in the ex-i 
treme 260 

•» eftimates the flate of the 

funds ib. 



Burke, Mr. compares the prdeat 
times with the paft 261 

— — accufes the mihiller of aniUi* 
beral ufe of the word C9nftitutiam 26% 

■ recommends the openiog of 
the door of the gallery to £?an* 

Byng, Mr. wifhes to be (et right on 
the inconfiflent accounts of admi- 
nifbration - ^ 

— is anfwered by Lord George 
Germain 96 
■ ' attacks the ineoififtency and 
avarice of the miniftry 344 

Canada, difpofition of winter quar« 
ters there 20 r 

Carleton, Gen. his reqaifitiens 192 

■ ■ his memoranda, relative to 

the next campaign, to be laid be« 
fore government 198 

Cavendifh, Lord John, feconds the 
propofed amendment in ^ the addreii 
to the King on his fpeech 3 

Clerk, Sir Philip Jennings, concors 
in the addrefs to the King, as far 
as it concerns the delivery of the 
Queen ^. 15 

■ recommends putting an end to 
the unfortunate quarrel with Arne* 
rica 16 

— — accufes ad minift ration of incon- 
fiflency and folly 106 

cautions the miniftry againft 

the approaching vengeance due to 
their crimes 107 

— - propofes an appointment of yel- 
low-flag miniders 108 

■ enquires into the flate and cir» 
cum fiances of the new levies of 
troops 357 

■ I confiders the meafures for car- 
rying on the war fubverfive of the 
fundamental principles of the con- 
flitution 340 

• — " expofes the unprecedented mode 
of appointing officers in the new 
corps 34i 

Cocks, Sir Charles, prefents papers 
to the Houfea refpe^iog tragfport 
ftips - 70 
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€ock8. Sir Charles, affures the Houfe 
that the expences of the ordnance 
was not owing to the want of 
ceconomy • ^ > < 2 

Conway, Gen. takes a wide range 
through the whole fyftem of Ame- 
rican politics 30 

*. makes many pointed remarks 

on Lord Germain 94 

■ „ I «■ ■ fpeaks to the defeds of the 
accounts before the Houfe 316 

•»— — oppofes the excluiion of Gran- 
gers from the gallery 325 

Cooper, Sir Grey, presents a bill for 
the fafpeofion of the habeas corpus 
aft 56 

mm .. ■■ infifts that there was nothing 
new in fuch fufpenfion 57 

Coventry, Mr, oppofes the motion 
for an adjournment of tht Houfe 

.58 

Cruger, Mr. fays adverfity has taught 
adminiilTation wifdom 152 

<i attributes all our troubles to 

the tyranny and obftinacy of mi- 
nifters 153 

^ obferves that thofe who have 

efpoufed our caufe have been left 
to the vengeance of the Congrefs 

IS4 
N advifes meafures of peace, 

iince thofe of war have failed 1 5 5 
Debates on the motion for an addreis 

to the King on his fpeech i 

— — on tlic report of the addrefs 

' ' on the motion to continue 

the fufpenfion of the habeas corpus 
aa 3S 

' on the motion for fcamen 37 

— — on prefenting the bill to fuf- 
pend the habeas corpus aft 56 

•■ on the report of the feamen 

59 
— on the motion for the weekly 
accounts 6a 

■ ■' ■ o» the land-tax 64 

»■■' '■' on Mr. Fox's motion to ap- 
point a day to enquire into the 
ilate of the nation 7; 



Debates in a committee of fupply on 

the army eflimates 9^ 
on the charge of the office of 

ordnance 106 

— — on Col. Barre's motion for 

the papers relative to the reinforce. 

ments for the American fervice 

on- Mr. Hartley's motions 



on Mr. Wilkcb's 



257 
313 

3*3 



129 
motion to 
repeal the declaratory aft 131- 

" on the motion for an adjourn- 

ment 1 .5, 

— — on the new levies 
— -— on the papers 

on ordnance ftores 

— — on (hutting the gallery 
' on cloathing the new corps 

339 

De Grey, Mr. fpoke in defence of em- 
ploying the fa vages 352 

Dundas, Mr. Henry, is for bringing 
America to re?.fon by power 94 

Dunning, Mr. fupports the motion 
for an expofiire of papers - 79 

calls upon the Houfe to 

confider in what manner they were 
treated 82 

' feverely cenfures the con- 



dud: of the committee at the Lon- 
don tavern 262 
— — makes a diftinftion be- 



tween enquiry and accufation a6j 
— . denies the power of the 



Crown to levy forces without the 
confent of Parliament 3^2 

Elliot, Sir Gilbert, feconds the mo- 
tion for an addrefs to the King on 
his fpeech x 

Ellis, Mr. Welbore, rifes in defence 
of the fufpenfion of the habeas cor- 
pus ad ST 

enters into an altercation Witti 

Mr. Borke on that fubjed 58 

— fupports Mr. Jcnkinfon againft 
Mr, Barre's motion for papers 116 

Family Compad, an extrad from iz 

Fox, Mr. treats the idea of conquer" 
ing America as abfucd v^ 
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Fox, Mr. is fever e on the condudl of 

Lord George Germain 19 

■■ takes a curfory view of the 

operations of the feveral campaigns 

ao 

attacks the fecretary of flute for 

American affairs 31 

■ confiders our refources as not 

adequ ite to our expences r6 

— comments on the object of the 
American war 69 

■ moves for an inquiry into the 
ftaie of the nation 74 

« the motion pafled without a di- 

viiion 7 ^ 

— makes further motion relative 
to that inquiry 76 

— — reprobatCF, the violent, fcalp- 
ing, tomohawk meafures of the 
miniftry 86 

— laments the unhappy fate of 
Gen. Burgoyne and his army 103 

■ cenfures the abfence of a noble 
Lord 118 

is againft granting America in- 
dependence 130 

— — very humoroufly attacks Lord 
North 1 5 1 

— - is againft repealing the decla- 
ratory aft I $2 

congratulates the happy for- 

getfulnefs of adminillration 263 

— moves that the inftru6\ions 
given to Gen. Burgoyne (hould be 
produced to the Houie 264 

■» rifes to explain the imputation 
of a treafonable meaning 26^ 

' moves for an inquiry into the 

mifcarriage of General Burgoyne 

3'7 
" ' aflerts that the miniftry have 

been the principal friends to the 

• revolted Americans 3*9 

■■ ' ■ confiders Lord North as an un- 
fortunate minifler 321 

•— — ' rcprefents the excluding Uran* 
gcrs from the gallery as of no con- 
fequence 324 

— opens his inquiry into the ftate 
. of the nation 528 



Fox, Mr. (latds fa^ls as they appear 
from papers on the table 329 

- takes ^ retrofpe^ve view of 
the mifmanagemenc of the war 

fhews the immediate caofes that 

have brought us into our preient 
fituation 330 

— — accufcs the miniftry of laying 
papers before the Houfe in a par- 
tial manner 33 c 

(hews the ill policy of the ad«. 

pafTed againd America 332 

— -— explains the fiital confequence^ 
of our reje^ing the petition from 
New York 333 

runs over the various opera-- 

rations of the army in America 

334 

relates the proceedings of Gen. 

Howe 33 J 

touches very ilightly on the 

events of the lafl: campaign 336 

recommends to (end no mora- 

troops out of the kingdom ib. 

and propofes an addrefe to the 

King for that purpofe 337^. 

Frederick, Sir Charles, endeavours 
to give a reafon for the enormcus 
charge for ordnance 1 13 

Germain, Lord George, rifes to de- 
fend himfelf againll the attacks of 
Mr. Fox 20 

■ mentions what infiru^ons 
were given to Gen. Burgoyne 21. 

• endeavours to palliate the 

employing of the favages againft. 
the Americans 22 

reprefents the Americans 

as in a ftate of fiavcry ^3- 

■ ■ ' replies to Mr. Fox on the 
Am<;rican debates 91 

■■' (hould think himfelf cri* 

minal if he entered into foederal 

union with rebels g% 

— — — — affcrts that America is al- 

moft ruined, and fuffering un- 

- der every fpecies of human mifery • 

93 
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Germain^ Lord George, gives the 
Houfe an account of the furrender 
of General fiurgoyne and his army 

I excufes himfelf producing 

• certain papers called for no 

Gordon, Sir William^ recommends 

coercive meafures 130 

Granby, Marquis of, propofes an 

amendment to the motion for an 

addrefs to the King on his fpeech 

2 

Habeas Corpus A£l, debates on the 

motion for continuing its fufpen- 

fion ^ 35 

■ M Sir Grey Cooper brings in 

a bill for ihat purpofe 56 

■ I I ' paHed on a divifion 1 14 
Hartley, Mr. H. W. wi(bes for a ter- 
mination to the calamities of the 
civil war 29 

Hartley, Mr. D. calls the attention 
of the Houfe to the boundlefs ex- 
pences of the war 119 

— — accufes the minifter of de- 
ceiving the people 120 

■ his calculations of the expen- 
ces of the American war 121 

*— '-^ advifes the Houfe to think 
before they a& 122 

■ confiders our ruin as univerfaJ, 
and without bounds ib. 

■ coniiders the whole condu6l 
of the minidry as foily and impo- 
tence 1 23 

" reads a letter received from 

Dr. Franklin at Philadelphia ib. 
— — aflerts that England obliged 

America to have recourfe to arms 

124 
■* cenfures the prefcnt infolence 

ofminillers 125 

' cOnfiders us in the light of a 

ruined people ib. 

■' ' " points out the riling ftate of 

the colonies 126 

■ propofes to petition the King 
for a ceffation of hoflilities 127 

•— — makes feveral motions refpetV 
ing the American war 128 



Hofpital, propofed difpofiuon of, for 
the fervice of Canada 290 

.Hyde, Lord, moves for an addrefs to 
his Majedy on his fpeech i 

brings up a report of the above 

addrefs 29 

Jenkinfon, Mr. dates the impropriety 
of Mr. Bane's moving for papers 
in a thin Houfe 115 

Independence of America carried in 
the Congrefs by a majority of only 

two liO 

Inrollment of commiffion to Lord 
Vifc. Howe and Gen. Howe 308 

Inllru£lions to Major John Butler^ 
commandant of a corps of Ranger^, 
to ferve with the Indians ^56 

■ ■ " ■'■ given to Lieutenant Col. 

Baum, with regard to an expedi- 
tion he is to command 2^$ 
' number of troops employ- 
ed on that expedition 256 

Johnfon, Gov. defends the minillry 
againfl the impucatioo of fadioh 
thrown on them by a member 4 
" exprcffes his difapprobation pf 
turning heavy merchantmea into 
men of war 6j 

apologizes for the artificial 

paflion of the premier 2^ 

fays, the Congrefs are com- 

pofed of feniible and liberal gen- 
tlemen ib. 

■ ' gives his opinion on what 
ground peace fhculd be made with 
America 1 29 

■■ accufes adminiflration of lift- 
ing the blame of their own fau«js 
upon others 268 

■ ■ fupports the motion for the 
infpedlion of letters between, our 
generals in America 32^ 

King, debates on the motion for ad- 
dreeing him on his fpeech at the 
opening of the fellion i 

— receives an addrefs from the 
Houfe 3^ 

■ his anfwer thereto ^4 

Langlois, Mr. endeavours' to expla^in 

the 
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the csufe of the enormous charge 
for ordnance 1 1 3 

Land-tJix, the Houfe refolvcs itlelf 
into a committee of ways and 
means thereon 64 

Leith, Sir Alexander, accofcs the 
minifler of repelling in formation 

320 

Letter from Mr. R<^binfon to Richard 
Oliver, Efq. concerning the rum 
contrail 185 

— from Lord George Germain to 
Sir William Howe 190 

Letter from Lord George Germain 
to Sir Gay Carleton ib. 

— from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne 
to Lord George Germain 191 

— * from Major Gen. Phillips to 
Gen. Carleton 199 

— from Lord George Germain 
to Gen. Carleton 209 

•— from Sir William Howe to 
Lord George Germain a 12 

.-._ from Sir William Howe to 
Gen. Sir Guy Carleton 2 1 3 

— from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 
George Germain 214 

f— — from Sir Guy Carleton to 

Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne 216 

.^ — from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne to 

Lord George Germain ib. 

■■ ■ from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord. 

George Germain 220 

«.— • from Col. Butler, fuperinten- 

dant of Indian affairs ib. 

--^ — from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 

George Germain 224 

■. > from Colonel Butler at Ontario, 

22 J 
•— - from Col- Butler, before Fort- 

Stanwix, to Sir Guy Carleton 226 

— from Lieut. Col. St. Leger, 
at Ofwego, to Sir Guy Carleton 

228 

— — from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne 

to Lieut. Gen. Sr. Leger ib. 

— from Lieur, Col. St, L'^ger, 
at Ofwego, to Sir Guy Carltiton 

229 

— from Daniel Claus^ Efq. fuper- 



intendant on Brigadier St. L^ger'i 
expedition^ to Sir Guy Carleton 

*34 

Letter from Baron de Reidefel^ at 

Jones^-Farm camp, to Lord George 

Germaitt 236 

— from Sir William Howe, at 
Philadelphia^ to Lord George Ger- 
main 243 

from Lieat. Gen. Borgoyne, at 

Fort-Edward, to Sir William Hovre, 
with a note annexed, received 
from Sir Henry Clinton ib. 

from Lte«it. Gen.- Borgoyne^ to 

Sir Henry Clinton 245 

from the fame to tke fame 346 

from Sir Henry Clinton, at 

Fort Montgomery, to Lieat. Gen. 
Burgoyne 347 

from Vifconht Lord Howe» at 

New- York, to Lord George Ger- 
main 34^ 

from the conuniffioners, for re- 

ftoring peace to his Majefty's co- 
lonies in America, to Lord George 
Germain 351 

from Sir William Howe to 

Lord George Germain ^55 

from the fecretary at war to 

Sir Thomas Egerton, Bart. 270 

— — from the fecretary at war to 
Col. William Gordon 271 

■ from the fecretary at war to 
Lieut. Col. John Campbell 273 

from the fame to Colonel Sir 

William Er&ine 275 

— from the fame to the Ear! of 
Seaforth 27O 

from the fame to the Major of 

Liverpool 477 

from the fame to Hugh Loitf, 

Efq. late captain in the Irifli regi- 
ment of foot 279 

— — from the fame to Lieot. George 
Vaughan, on the half-pay of ihfe 
75th regiment of foot a8o 

from Sir Guy Carleton to Lord 

George Germain aSc 

— — from the fame to Major General 
Phillips 28a 

\jKASat 
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Letter, another, to and from the fame 

.. 283 
•h-— from Capt. Foy, to Lieut. Col. 
St. Leger 284 

—— a circular one to the Colonels 
of Militia, and Commiifaries of 
' Canadian tranfports 285 

.^ — from Capt. Foy to Capt. Fra- 
ler, alTiilant fuperintendant of In- 
dian affairs ib. 

from Sir GuyCarleton taLieu- 

tenant Gen. Burgoyne 286 

— — from Sir Guy Carleton to 

Lieut. Colonel Bolton ib. 

— : — from the fame to the officers 

commandmg at Ofwegatchie 287 

— — from the fame to Col. Butler ib, 

•— — from Capt. Foy to Capt.. Mac- 

kay 288 

— — from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne to 

Sir Guy Carleton ib. 

" from Lieut. Col. St. Leger to 

Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne 292 

— — from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieut. 

Gen. Burgoyrie 293 

from the fame to Lieut. Gover-* 

nor Cramache 294 

'* from Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne to 

Sir Guy Carleton 295 

' ■ ■■ from the . latter to the former 

298 
**-*— from the fecretary at war to 
• Sir Guy Carleton ib. 

— — another to and from the fame 

299 

•— — from Capt. Foy to Lieut. Col. 

St. Leger ib. 

-^— from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieut. 

Gen. Burgoyne ... i\y^. 

" ■ another to and from the fame 

300 

•*— from Major General Phillips to 

Sir Guy Carleton 301 

•—" another to and from the fame 

302 

— from Sir Guy Carleton to Ma- 

j<3r Gen. Phillips 303 

— — from the Utter to the former 

305 

VoL.vir., 



Letter from the former to the' latte: 

30( 

— — from Sir Guy Carleton to Lieut 

General Burgoyne 30; 

— from Lord George Germun tc 
Sir William Howe ib 

" from Lord and Gen. Howe tc 
Lord George Germain 311 

Lifburne, Lord, cng^ages in a fort oi 
bye-battle with Mr. Burke 1 28 

Li(l of officers employed in the lu'* 
dian department, with their rank 
and pay aa i 

'*— of perfons employed in the In- 
dian department, as of ufe, with 
their pay ' . ib« 

— of perfons employed In the 
fame department as rangers < 229 

' of the corps, which have been 

— ordered to be raifed duriag tha 
late adjournment of the Honfc 

-269 

— — of the minority on the divifion 
againft fending any more troopa 
out of the nation 337 

Luttrell, Hon. James, fupports ms 
brother, again ft Lord Mulgravet 
on a point of feamanihip 51 

■ expreffes his abhorrence ol 

the mercenary and favage princi* 
pies of a civil war 98 

■■ alTerts that the Americans m 

upon the f^me juft prindplet at 
thofe who elFeftcd the revolution 
in England 9a 

■■* fhews the folly of taking Phi- 

ladelphia, which we cannot keep 

100 
difapproves of the employ^ 



ing Indians in the American war 

Luttrel), Hon. T. oppofes the mioi- 
fterial addrefs on the King's fpeech 

■■ 1 animadverts on -feveral parts 

of the King's fpeech 24 

- ' ■ makes fome obfervations on 

the Cocktpita and its general com<< 

pany 2e 

A 1^ LoJU^lL^ 



INDEX- 



LoCtKlt,HQn.T. draws a comparifon 
between our miniflers croffin^ the 
Atlantic, and Casfar croiling the 
Rubicon from Gaul &6 

'■i propofea an amendment to 

the addrefs on the King's fpeech 

^^ 
iw confiders the prefent mini-* 

iby as a tyrannical and bloody race 

28 

■ ' — attacks the miniilry, on refu- 
fing to give a ftate of the navy 40 

i ■ ■ ■ confiders all their accounts 
on that head as deceitful 41 

■II confiders the prefent method 

of manning our fleet ine^edlaal 

^ \ enters minutely into the pre- 

fent ftate of our navy 43- 

w i ■ ' ■ ftatcs what may be appre- 
hended from France and Spain 44 

<■ M > ■" oppofes the imprefling of 
men into the fea-fervice 49 

•■>■■■ ■ attsicks Lord Mulgrave's ftate 
of the navy, with great afperity 

50 

wmmm.>r^ oppofes thc rcport of the 
committee of fupply 59 

.M«-.i.^ aiTerts that the minifter^s ac- 
count of the fhips on the Jamaica 
(lation is falfe 60 

■ ■ propbeiies that a day of re* 
' tribotion on this ifland muft come 

, _ ib. 

*i«»— — makes a motion for weekly 
' accounts from the navy t% 

■ ■ ■ ■ the motion carried without 
a divifion ^ 64 

-I ■ ■ is for repealing all the op- 
preffive ads againft America 145 

i^— quotes the obfervation of 

the iilttilrious dictator, Camillus 

146 

I i»i M . j i fpeaks on the employing In- 
dian favages in the lail war 147 

m^ mentions the conduft of the 

late Sir William Johnfon 14& 

^ alludes to a paifage in Gen. 

Amherft's k^er to Mr. Secretary 

. fitt ib. 



LuttreU, Hon. T« propofcp th* repeat 

of all oppreffive a£U 149 

« ilates the. bad condition oC 

our navy 150 

•——— touches apon tbo artick oC 

Scotch cannon ib. 

^- advifes adminiftratioa tea 

fincere repentance for their Crimea 

Luttrell, Col. invrighs againft the 
fupporters of the Axnerican rebel- 
lion 317 

throws the Honfe ialo con- 

fuiion 318 

-— — — ^ calls Mr. Fox a traitor ih,. 

' ■ complains of the ipjiirioos 
mifreprefentation of newipapert 

— — endeavours to exculpata him- 
felf from the charge of beii»giii£^ 
orderly 3*4 

Mackworth« Sir Herbert, eliicidatea 
the motives which gave rife to the 
American war 67 . 

" ■■ attributes th^ continaaoce 

of the war ^ the Americana tbem« 
felves 68 

Memprandia of Gen. Carletoiir re-ic 
lative to the next campaign^ to 
Lieut, Gen. Burgoyne, to be Uii 
before government 198 

Merediths. Sir WiUiam* (hews the ne- 
ceiiity of the repeal of the ftanp- 
aft 156 

■ * defends himfelf againft 

the attack of Mr. Adam . ib,. 

Mulgrave;i Lord^ arguments between 
him, and Mr. Thurlow 39 

X confiders the EngliOi mode 

of imprefling fuperior to the xe. 
gifter of the French and Spaniards 



• afTerts that our navy 



16 fa« 



perior to that of the whole Honie 

of Bourbon 49 

Naval fuppliea, debates thereon 37 
North, Lord, argues in favour of co- 

erfiTe mea^iires with Amefice 17 
defends the employing of fara* 

£es| under Gen. Burgovne ib^ 
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Kcfrtli> Lor^} ijledair^s It && his opinion^ 
that neither France nor Spain would 
intermeddle in the difpute i d 

» ■ ^ ' ■■ to i replies to Coh Barre, and ob- 
tains a rejection to the amendmenti 
propofed in the addrefs to the King 
on his fpeech 29 

-^' V anfwers Mn Bnrk^i refpe£ling 
foreign alliances 54 

•>■ expreffes his contempt of newf- 
paper abufe $^ 

■ " ■ denies any intention to dictate 
to the Houfe 61 

■-■ has no obje£tion to the motion 
for weekly accounts 63 

agrees with Mr. Fox's motion 

for an inquiry into the Hate of the 
nation 7$ 

w ■ l u objeAs to fome other motions 
made by Mr. Fox relative to that 
inquiry 77 

'■'* . ' " '■ infids that the bufinefs of the 
Hoofe of Lords is not to influence 
the Commons 8 1 

*■■ > ' expreAes his forrow at the un- 
liappy news of Gen. Bargoyne^s 
defeat 104 

— ■■ moves ieveral refoltttions for! 
the army fupplies 105 

" *■ enters on a defienceof the enor- 
mous charge for ordnance 1 1 4 

^■■' ■ oppofes the motion for produ- 
dng certain papers 117 

*— objeds to Mr. Hartley's mo- 
tions for an American accommoda- 
tion 128 

»■ " ' ■ infifts 00 pur power to tax the 
Americans > 144 

■' ■» thinks we need not defpair of 
gaining America 14$ 

•- " ■ ■• fopports the motion for an.ad- 

' journment of the Houfe 1 59 

«" • ■■' congratulates himfclf on the 
readinefs of the nation to aifiil his 
meafvres ,258 

-* iniifts that the American war 
was a cooflitntional war 259 

>*■■ ' accufea Mn Fox> if of .not 
fpeaking treafon^ of ac leaft go- 
ing very near it 364 



North, Lord, flates tliedi^tttky 61 
preparing accounts immediately foi 
infpedlion .314 

— oppofes the motions for pro- 
ducing the letters between. the Et" 
glifii Generals in America -321 

Nugent, Earl, fpeaks for the conti- 
nuance of the American wat sg 

■ ' feconds Lord Beaucfaamp*^ 

motion for adjourning the Houfe 

'■■ denies that admihiftration en- 
courages newfpaper abufe a66 

■ ' ' ' is for deferring the inquiry 

into Gen. Burgoyne'^ mifcarnage 

267 

difclaims any guidance, per- 

fonal' or miniiterial, but his own 
judgment 269 

-— — condemns the meafure of the 
inquiry into papers jao 

Obfervations and memoranda re- 
lative to the fervice in .Canada, 
fubmitted to Lord George Ger- 
main 192 

Ongley, Lord, fupports the prefent 
method of aflefling the land-tait 

■ ' > enters into a relation of the 

motion for a ceflation of hoflilities 

. - 66 

■■ ■■ doubts the probability of a 

war with France and Spain 67 

Onflow, Mr. George, defends every 

meafure 'of ad miniftration 1 1 1 

■ ■ ' aflcrts that the rebeUion in 
America was fupported by the 
fpceches of the minority ib. 

Orders for the troops to ferve imder 
Lieut. Gen. Bttrgoyne »84 

— - Copy of 304 

Ordnance, charge of the ofiicco^ 
debates thereon 106 

Pallifer, Sir Hugh, infifts on thetnaK 
poflibility of giving a true ftate of 
the navy 40 

— — — enters into a detail relative to 
the home defence. 48 

Papers, authentic, account of mea 
lofl and dif^bled in his fi4«^i£H*«^ 
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Jifid forces, ifldtidin^ marines and 
foreign troops in Britilh pay, in 
North America, fince Nov. i, 1774 

161 

Pipers^ monthly general return of 

. the army in Canada, under Gert. 

Sir Guy Carlcton 162 

*> returns of feme additional 

companies at Quebec 163 

■ general return of the Ger- 
man troops ferving under Gen. Sir 
Guy Carleion at Quebec 164 

■> " abftraft return of the regi- 

ment and independent companies 
of invalids in Great Britain, No. i 

ib. 
■ ■'■ abftraft return of the cavalry 
in Great Britain, No. 2 ib. 

• ■ abftrafl return of the infan- 

try in Great Britain, No. 3 ib. 

■ » monthly general return of 

the Briiifli army ferving under 
Sir Guy Carle ton, No. 4 ib. 

" abilrad of the laft general 

returns of his Majeily's forces in 
the Weft Indies 165 

■ ■ ■ ' Account of the favings out of 

the grants made hy parliament for 
the pay of his Majcfty's national 
troops 1 66 

' cftablifhment of general and 



general ftajfF officers, with their re- 
fpedive pay and appointments, in 
North America, for 1774 16S 

• eilubliftiment of general and 



general ftaff officers, and officers of 
the hofpital, with their refpedlive 
pay and appointments in North 
America, for 1776 169 

■' account of the fame eftablifh- 
ment and Appointments, in North 
America and the Weft Indies, for 

1777 »70 

I ' account of the fame for the 

year 1778 171 

■■' cftablifliment of hofpital of- 

ficers belonging to the garrifons in 
North America and the Weft In- 
ifiiTs, from ///^ to 1778 173 

'-^— Mccount of the fl umber of re- 



cruits raifcd in Great Britain from 
Sept. 1774 to Sept. 1777 ^73 

Papers, account of perfons employed 
m the different branches- of the 
CommiflTariate in North America 
and the Wtft Indies from 1774 to 
1776 174 

account of the fame for 1777 

-^ ditto for 1 778 1 j6 

■ eftimate of the charge of 

feveral augmentations to his Ma- 
jefty's forces for times therein fy^- 
cified ' - 1 77 

abftraft of the number of re- 



cruits raifed by the feveral regi- 
ments in Ireland from Sept. 1774 
to Sept. 1777 179 

return of the recruits raifed 



in the royal Irifh regiment of ar- 
tillery from the fame dates 180 
abftradl of the returns of the 



Irifti infantf y for Nov. 1777 181 
abftrad of the returns of tho 



feveral regiments of horfe in Ire- 
land, for the above month 1 82 
• abftrad of the returns of the 



feveral regiments of dragoons, for 
the fame month 183 

• account of the grofs produce 



of the cuftoms of the debentures, 
bounties, certi6cates, &c. and pay- 
ments into the exchequer, from 
1760 to as far as they can be made 
up 184 

\The rejl of the authentic papers, fucb 
as Utterly reports^ t^c, tvill be found 
in their proper alphabetical order ^ 

Penton, Mr. oppofes Mr. Luttrell-'s 
motion for weekly accounts 62 

Pitt, Mr.T. fpeaks with great firm- 
nefs again ft the* general fyftem of 
the miniftry 305 

Pownall, Gov. devoutly wi(hes to fee 
peace between this country and 
America . 87 

— - defcribes the integrity of the 
Congrefs and the duplicity of our 
miniften 88 
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Pownall, Gov. tells the Houfe, that 
the Americans will never return to 
their fubje^ion to England 89 

— ^^ infifts that the Aniericans are 
independent, and will for ever re- 
main fo 90 

Proclamation iffued by the commif- 
fioners for reftoring peace to his 
Majefty's colonies in America 253 

Proposals for furnifhing carriages, &c. 
for Gen« fiurgoyne's expedition 

296 

m ■ >- for furniihing the £une /or 

the artillery 297 

. Purport of a difpatch on or about 

the 20th of July, 1777 245 

Relation of the expedition to Ben- 
nington 240 

Report of Meflrs. Long, Neave, Glo- 
ver, and Crichton, on the refe- 
rence of Mr. Atkinfon's rum con- 
traft , 185 

■ ■ farther proceedings on that 
bufmefs 188 

Requifitions of Gen. Carleton 192 

Rigby, Mr. is for carrying on the war 

with America by draining every 

nerve 103 

■ wilhes to have flrangers ex- 
cluded from the gallery 324 

Rous, Mr. is for putting ofF the in- 
quiry into Gen. Burgoyne's defeat 
till hi« arrival 26g 

Rum contrail, letter from Mr. Robin- 

: fon to Rich. Oliver, Efq. on that 

bnfinefs 1 85 

Saville, Sir George, condenms the 
meafures of adminilhation in the 
American war 30 

M fpeaks on the fubjed laf the 
American war 68 

m is for treating with America as 
an independent Hate 1 29 

■ is entirely againft a propofcd 
adjournment of the Houfe .157 

! Seamen, debate on the motion for 

37 
.Staff propofed for the expedition un- 
der Lieut. Gen. Burgoyne^ and 



fubmitted for the dedfioA of S 
Guy Carleton 2.9 

Stanley, Mr. obje&s to Mr. Fox 
motions relative^to an inqairy iol 
the Hate of the nation y 

Subftance of the fpeech of Gei 
Burgoyne to the Indians in coi 
grtfs, at the camp upon die riv( 
Bouquet ai 

*' ' anfwer thereto from tk 

old chief of the Iroquois ai 

Thurlow^ Mr. rifes in fupport of tli 
meafures of adminiftratioii -^ 

- fupports a continuaoce of 

fufpenfion of the Habeas .Corpc 

^ . . I 

«* rifes again on the fame (ul 

jedl in anfwer to MefTrs. Baker an 
Burke a 

— objedls to letting ourenemic 

know either our ilrength or weak 
nefs ^ 

■ acknowledges his ignoranc 

of naval affairs 3 

■' ' ■■■ oppofes Mr. Baker's motto 
for petitioning the King on th 
Habeas Corpus a^ . «p 

" is againil adminidratipn la} 

ing certain papers before the Houi 



■ throws the whole blame c 

the war on the miniders who re 

pealed the damp a£t 15 

Townihend, Mr. T. objeds to fofl 

porting a war he detefted and at 

norred j 

■ accufes the minilier of al 

fuming unlimited power 6 

' attacks the miniftry for it 

fu£ng to lay certain papers befoi 

the Houfe 8 

accufed by Lord North < 



being diforderly, his reply theret 

8 
• applauds Mr. Thurlow k 



finding precedents for eur aiisfo] 
tunes JO 

anfwers the reOe^ioa c 
II 



Mr. Onflow 
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Tcmibend* Mn T. fiipports the mo- 
don for certain papers to be pro- 
dhiced .' 1 16 

■III I I m m ck^e€ts ftrcmglyto a pro* 
pofed adjoornment o£ ttie Hoofe 

157 

pn argaet again d the nncon- 

- Aitndonal mode of raifing new le- 
iries of troops 258 

> is ferere on the partiality 



ihewn to the Scotch in every thing 

•m' Droves that the colonies 

.•iked notning more of the Indians 
•than a Beutcality- 3 $4 

Tranfports taken up or contraded 
ibr by government^ an account of 

Turner, Mr. propofes putting an end 

. IQ the American war, as being the 
linfc of his conftituents 29 

^ 1 accufes the miniAry of be- 

ing combined to betray their coun- 
try ' 318 

■1 m oppofes excluding (Irangers 

from the gallery 325 

Van, Mr. draws a comparifon between 
£ritaiQ and Rome, America and 
Carthage 343 

ViAaaliers, hired to carry provifions 
to North America, account of the 
c^ipence of the freight of, and the 
Talttc of the faid provifion 1 89 

-Vyncr, Mr* oppofes (hutting the door 
of the gallery to Grangers 325 

Walloon- Creeky account of an af- 



fair which happened near 
place 
Wodderborn, Mr. fpeaks for 
angmentation of the army 
navy 



that 

the 
and 

» attempts to prove the in- 
tentions of America to indepen- 
dence ^ 32 

■1 ■ "^ defcribes his own pf^itical 
chara^ler 102 

m, declares he fpeaks no one's 

opinion but Us own ft^ 



Weddcrborn, Mr. contends, that con* 
tributions, really voluntary, were 
legal 343 

Whiibred, Mr. complains of the ih-. 
equitable mode of affeffing and le- 
vying the land tax 64 

Whitworth, Sir Charles, ordered to 
make his report of the committee 
offupply 59 

Wilkes, Mr. animadverts on fome 
parts of the King's i'peech ^ 

« " i reprefents the American war 
as nnnatiiral, iinjuft, and barbarous 

6 

■ ■ foreteHs the fate of Gen. 

Burgoyne's expedition ib. 

■ ftates the impoffibility of ever- 

being able to conquer America 7 

' > " m maintains that men are not 
to be converted by the bayonet or 
imprifonment 8 

■ ■ ■ afftrts that the nation has 
been duped for feveral years by a 
fucceflion of miniderial falfehoods 

9 

■'■ ' ■■ attributes all the calamities of 

the war to the arbitrary obdinacy 

of adminiHration 10 

■ reprefents Gen. Burgoyne as 
a pious preacher, adting repug- 
nant to every principle of hum;i- 
nity ... '^ 

- accufes adminiftration of being 

wilfully blind to the treachery of 
France i 2 

■' conliders Portugal as totally 

loft to us ib. 

points oot the naiverfal gloom 

fpreading over the political hemif- 
phere 1 3 

■ ■ — recommends an accommoda- 
tion with America 14 

■ takes a view of the fiate of 
our fea and land forces r^i 

■■ obferves, that amidft all the 
preparations for war^ not a word 
of peace is heard ib. 

■ points CO one of the ihoncft 

compeodiams 



